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AODS For Sale

The RN&RMSPA has for sale;

10 Sentinel AODs at a very 
realistic price of £500 ono. 
All the units have just been 
serviced and there are a 

number of Power Handles -

Interested Ring Luppitt 697

Stan Wood -  Gary Lawry

NOW 
OPEN

PARACHUTE CENTRE

Sturgate
-fr R.W., Style and Accuracy Coaching 
it Reasonable Prices 
it First Jump Courses 
it Continuation Training 
it Hard Runways 
it Rigging Facility

Tel: CORRINGHAM (042 783) 620

C. I. PARACHUTING LIMITED
Sole UK Agents for PISA* sport parachute equipment

Bulford Road, Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 8HE 
Telephone: Durrington Walls (0980) 52601 Telex: 47180

★ SALE ★

PISA 26' LoPo Reserve
£180.00

PISA Springhog Assemblies 
In Cordura, various colours

£170.00

PISA 30' Student Canopy
£175.00

‘ Parachute Industries South Africa

SPORT PARACHUTING — 3rd Edition 

— Signed by the Author— £6.95

I enclose a cheque for £9.95 per copy made out to:The Best 
of Sport Parachutist.

To: The Best of Sport Parachutist 
134 Bulford Road, Durrington,
Salisbury, Wiltshire.

Plea&e send m e ..........................copy/copies of the Best
of Sport Parachutist.

Name ...................................................................................

* Hard bound
*176 pages 
*12 full colour 
pages

Full of information 
and entertainment

ORDER YOUR COPY 
NOW— IT’S THE IDEAL 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT



DIARY OF EVENTS — 1982
APRIL 9-11 — Easter CRW Meet, Netheravon 
MAY 8-9 — Grindale Trac Meet 
MAY 21-31 — Boogie on Texel, Holland 
MAY 22-23 — Sibson Trac Meet 
JUNE 5-12 — Classic/CRW Nationals, Bridlington 
JUNE 21-30 — APA Championships, Netheravon 
JULY 8-18 — RW Nationals, venue to be notified 
JULY 17-18 — Metropolitan Police, Accuracy Meet, 

Headcorn
JULY 24-30 — RAPA Championships, Bad 

Lippspringe 
JULY 26-30 — RW Seminar, Grindall 
JULY 27-AUGUST 1 — RW World Cup, GRA,

Austria
JULY 31-AUGUST 8 — CRW World Cup, La Palisse, 

France
AUGUST 6-20 — World Classic Meet, Czechoslovakia 
AUGUST 21-22 — 8 Man Speed, Sibson 
AUGUST 21-27 — 5 Man Sequential Meet, Grindale 
AUGUST 28-30 — Netheravon, Trac Meet

FOR CRW SAFETY
This is the ONLY knife to be purpose made for 

Canopy entanglement.
This is the ONLY knife to be purpose made for 

parachutists, with safety in mind.
One hand operation — the shape and colour prevents 
mistakes.
The durable blades are so sharp that no hand-hold of the 
lines is needed — spare blades are carried in the handle.

□  Small opening prevents damage to fingers and equipment.

PAP PARACHUTING SUPPLIES
PO Box 54, Ramsgate, Kent 
Telephone: (0843) 586-095 

£5.50 each + 50p p&p pouch £1.00

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St., Wombourne, Nr. Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 

Tel: Wombourne 892661 (STD 0902)

poro-qeor 
equipment co.

□
□
□
□

Name

Division of Bachman Enterprises. Inc

3839 W. OAKTON STREET 
SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 60076 USA

Please send me your NEW 144 page 
CATALOG. Enclosed is my check for 
$1.00 to cover the cost of the 
CATALOG and 3rd Class Postage.

I live In Alaska, Hawaii, APO, FPO and 
want my CATALOG Air Mailed. 
Enclosed is my $3.50 to cover the 
cost of the CATALOG and Air Mall 
Postage.

I live In Europe, South America, 
Canada and want my CATALOG Air 
Mailed. Enclosed Is my $5.00 to cover 
the cost of the CATALOG and Air Mail 
Postage.

I live In Africa, Asia, Australia 
and want my CATALOG Air Mailed. 
Enclosed is my $6.00 to cover the 
cost of the CATALOG and Air Mall 
Postage.

Address 

State___ -Z ip -

Country

Dealer inquiries invited

pora-qeor
Member, Parachute Equipment Industry Association Qfl •

equipment co.
Division of Bachman Enterprises. Inc 

3839 W. OAKTON S T RE ET  • S KOK I E .  I LL INOIS  60076 USA • (312) 679-5905 • TELEX:  724438

HERE’S ALL YOU NEED
to get your copy 
of the 81-82 famous 
Para-Gear Catalog.
The largest, most complete 
Catalog for parachuting 
and rigging 
needs.

Simply 
fill out 
coupon 
and mail 
with $ 1.00 
+ postage for 
Air Mail.
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Editor’s  Note
The views of contributors to The Sport Parachutist' 
are not necessarily those of the Editor, or of the 
British Parachute Association, and no liability is 
accepted for same.

EDITORIAL Z
For many years now, British jumpers seeking the ultimate 

scene in parachuting have been advised ‘Go West, 
Young Man’.

Pope Valley, Z-Hills, Elsinore, and Perris Valley, have 
in the past been as much a part of the British parachuting 
scene as Netheravon, Peterborough, Weston, and 
Grindale.

In fact, on occasions there have been more Brits than 
natives at Z-Hills!

As a result, the European DZs have been disregarded. 
It is a myth that the weather is always better in the States; 
many have come back from Florida disappointed with 
the number of jumps they were able to get.

Let’s face it, nowhere in the world can you guarantee 
good weather.

Now, with the collapse of the Laker empire, it appears 
cheap flights to the States may be a thing of the past.

As a service to our readership, we intend to give as 
much information as possible on European Meets and 
Boogies — starting in this issue on page 35.

So if anyone knows of anything happening on the 
continent, please let us know.

DAVE WATERMAN

Phil Judd catches the rest of the load leauing 
the USAF C l30 over East Anglia (see 
correspondence)
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FIRST IN JAMAICA
To launch the first International Seasports 

Festival five parachute displays were made 

by Parachuting Promotions display team 

onto the beaches of Montego Bay, Jamaica, 

in late November. The first display on 

November 19th, a press and TV preview 

organised by the Jamaican Tourist Board 

was in actual fact the first Sport Parachute 

jump to be made on the island.

The jumpers, Dave Turner, Dave 
Wilkinson and Pete Bath used an Islander 

of Trans Jamaica Airlines, and carried both 

the Jamaican flag and the Union Jack onto 

Montego’s famous Cornwall Beach. On

landing they were presented by Brian 
Gordon of the Tourist Board to Mr Kenneth 

Donovan Henery the Governor General’s 

representative.

After successfully completing the 

programme of beach and water jumps the 

team were invited to play a larger role in 

next year’s ISF, and the team who are the 

proprietors of the Montford Bridge 

Paracentre, Shrewsbury will be organising 

first jump courses on the island during next 

holiday season.

Dougie can you come and check out the 

DZ?

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
BEWARE..._________
Pregnancy appears to be endemic!

Three of last year’s council 
members and their wives produced 

offspring in the first week of January.

Ronnie O ’Brien and his wife 

Merag ushered in the New Year with 

the birth of a son, Andrew, on 

January 1st.

Four days later Peter and Jan 

Ritchie celebrated the arrival of 71b 

Phillippa, and on January 7th, Jim 

and Barbara Crocker were presented 
with 71b Elizabeth Alexandra.

‘Nice snappy turn pilot — but I said 
SLIGHTLY left, not ninety left!’

OBITUARY — EDITH SUMMERS

Edith Summers (60), POPS number 14, was killed at 

Eustis, Florida, on New Year’s Eve, whilst parachuting. 

She had completed 35 jumps on her new equipment, a 

Pegasus in a Wonderhog container. On her 36th jump 

she experienced a rotating malfunction, successfully went 

through her cutaway procedure but did not activate her 

reserve.

Edith had been a member of POPS from its 

beginnings, she attended every single Meet we ever held 

and she was loved and respected by us all. ‘Elegant 

Edith’, with her impeccable turnout, gentle manner and 

lovely Austrian accent, was every inch a lady. She will be 

sadly missed by us all.

L l f ' T & V / '
... IF  YOU W ANT
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7 want you to observe the burst of energy that propels me away from the rock face!’

BIG JAKE SCEPTICS, 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EVIDENCE______________
Many of my parachuting colleagues were 
amused to read about Big Jake’s exploits 
as a DZ shareholder but, to my surprise, 
most of them thought that the story was 
exaggerated.

To convince the sceptics I enclose a 
photograph of the last S/L lift of the day 
at Harry the Slime’s DZ. The more 
observant will notice that V & T has 
already started the barbecue ready for 
the evening revelry.

I apologise for the poor quality of the 
picture which was taken while I was 
dangling from a tree awaiting rescue.

PETER BARLOW 
POPS 173

WDI PAPER_______________
Members may care to note that WDI paper 
in rolls is available from:

Penlyn Paper Mills Ltd 
Hengoed 
Mid Glamorgan 
0222 885851

WHAT A 
DRAG_______
Members of RAFSPA at 

the end of term party. 
Names have been 

withheld for obvious 
reasons.

W & E K & V P , , '

17M B IA //7H  
H / r f . ,  5 > T A R T
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BPA Club Approval is granted to BPA 
Affiliated Clubs who have attained a 
high minimum standard of staff, 

facilities and equipment as laid down by 

BPA. They are subject to inspection by 
BPA every 2 years.

BPA CLUBS
AM)

CENTRES BPA Club Affiliation is granted to those 

clubs who have a minimum amount of 
equipment as laid down by BPA. All 

operations are strictly in accordance 

with BPA Regulations.

BPA Approved Club **

Overnight accommodation on DZ 
B  B nearby BB Relative work instruction available RW

BPA Affiliated Club * Restaurant facilities on DZ X CRW instruction available CRW

Aircra ft —  single engine < Tea and snacks on DZ © Accuracy p it on DZ O

Aircra ft —  twin engine ST Basic Student course BS Camping on DZ A

Full Time FT K it hire student KHS Washing and toilets on DZ WC

Weekend WE K it hire freefall KHFF Non-members welcome NM

FU LLTIM E
British Skysports
Bridlington Aerodrome,
Bridlington, Yorkshire.

Chief Instructor (at club address)

Tel: (0262) 77367
* < F T - B B  x © B S K S K F R W C R W  
O  A  IVCNM

Headcom Parachute Club
Headcom Airfield, Ashford, Kent.

Tel: Headcom 890862 

The Secretary (at club address)
** as <  < B S R W K S K F C Z >  =  A B B x  
© W C N M

Hereford Parachute Centre

Shobdon Aerodrome,

Leominster, Hereford.
Tel: Kingsland 551
Chief Instructor (at club address)

* * <  FT ~ BB  x © B S K S K F R W O  
CRW  A  W C NM

Peterborough Parachute Centre

Sibson Airfield,
Wansford, Peterborough.

W. J. Meacock (at club address)
Tel: Elton 490
** $  < BS RW KS KFno charge O  — A 
B B x © W C N M

Ipswich Parachute Centre

Ipswich Airport,
Nacton Road, Ipswich, IP3 9QF.

A. G. Knight. Tel: (0473) 76547

* ^  < B S R W C R W K S K F  =  A  BB x (i
W C N M

Ashford Parachute Centre
Ashford Airport, Lympne, Kent.

Tel: Hythe 60816 
Club Secretary (at club address) 

< < < B S R W K S K F O  A B B © W C  
N M

East Coast Parachute Centre

West Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex 
W. P. Slattey (at club address)

Tel: Clacton 27018
*  no more details

R.S.A. Parachute Club
Thruxton Aerodrome, Andover, Hants.
Tel: Weyhill 2124

R. A. Acraman (at club address)
+ < F T - B B  x © B S K S K F R W C R W  
O  A  IVCNM

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, Notts.
The Secretary, 1 Norfolk Place, 

Nottingham. Tel: 46622 

< <  FT  B B ©  B S K S K FR W  CRW  O  A  
W C NM

Montford Bridge Para Centre

The Airfield, Montford Bridge,

Shrewsbury. Tel: (0743) 850953
*  < F T -B B © B S K S K F R W C R W  A  IVC

NM

Lincoln Parachute Centre

Sturgate Aerodrome, Upton,
Nr. Gainsborough, Lincs., DN21 5PA 

Tel: Corringham (042 783) 620 

(Ansaphone)
Secretary (at Centre address)
* < F T  =  B B © B S K S K F R W  A  W C N M

Cornwall Parachute Centre

Fran’s Ranch, St. Merryn Airfield,

St. Ervan, Wadebridge, Cornwall.
Tel: Rumford691.
J. Fisher, Trethoway Hotel, Port Isaac, 

Cornwall. Tel: Port Isaac 214

*  < F T  — B B x  © B S K S R W C R W  A  IVC 
NM

WEEKEND
Midland Parachute Centre
Long Marston Airfield,
Nr. Stratford-upon-Avon, Warks.

Tel: Stratford-upon-Avon 297959 
Dave Deakin, Titton Cottage, 

Stourport-on-Sevem, Worcs.
Tel: Stourport-on-Sevem 5954 

* * < B S R W C R W K S K F O  - A B B ©  
W C N M

Black Knights Parachute Centre

Patty’s Farm, Cockerham, Nr. Lancaster. 
R. Marsden, Primrose Hill Farm, 

Bilsborrow, Nr. Preston, Lancs.
Tel: Brock 40330

* no more details

British Prison Officers Parachute Club
HMP Box 369, Jebb Avenue,
London, SW2

* see Headcom fo r details

Cambridge University Free Fall Club

D. Stenning, 30 Green End Road, 

Cambridge, CB41RY
*  no more details

Cheshire Parachute Club
P. Evans, 3 Dunham Grange,
Delamer Road, Altrincham, Cheshire 
Tel: 061 928 6918
* no more details

Leeds/Bradford Free Fall Club

Elvington Airfield, Yorks.
Tel: (0904)85595 
B. Pickersgill, 36 Cricketers Green, 

Rawdon, Leeds 19. Tel: (0532) 506930 
* < B S R W K S K F B B © W C  N M

London Fire Brigade 

Sport Parachute Club

Headcom Parachute Club, Headcom, 

Kent. Tel: Headcom 890862 
M. Tullett, 37 Chaucer Road, 

Famborough, Hants., GU148SP 

Tel: Famborough 518887

*  see Headcom fo r details

Duck End Parachute Group
Rectory Farm, Abbotsley, Hunts.

G. Lilly, 11 Parkfield Close,
Fairfield Crescent,

Edgware, Middlesex.
* <  O  -  A
They may not have much but they are 
cheap!!

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Club

D. Higgs, 22 Churchill Road,

Halesowen, West Midlands.

+ < B S R W K S K F O  A  x © W C N M

The Glenrothes School of Parachuting
Glenrothes, Fife. Tel: (0592) 759204

*  < B S R W C R W K S K F  O  BB ©  WC 
N M

Golden Lions FFT
Glenrothes (see above)

Parachutists Over Phorty Society

(POPS UK)
J. Cooke, Broughton House,

Field Broughton,

Nr. Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria. 

Tel: Cartmel 4545

* no more details

Scottish Parachute Club

Strathalan Castle, Auchterarder, 

Perthshire. Tel: Auchterarder 2572 
* <  BS RW  K SKF O B B ©  W C N M

Scottish Sport Parachute Association
B. Somerville, 20 Castleway, St. Madoes, 

Glen Carse, Perthshire.
* no more details

TAS School of Parachuting
Tilstock Airfield, Whitchurch, Shropshire. 

K. Toyer, 51 Rosefield Road, Woolton, 

Liverpool. Tel: 051-4287117
*  <  BS RW  K SKF BB N M

The School of Free Fall Parachuting
Tel: (0742)653962 

J. Hitchin, 46 Newlands Drive, 
Sheffield, S122FS

* see British Skysports

South Cotswold Parachute Club

Badminton, Avon.

Carol King, 82 Forrester Green, Coleme, 
Wiltshire. Tel: Box 742890 (1730-1930)

*  < B S K S  KFBB ©  WC

Staffordshire Sport Skydivers

D. Cox, 80 Cambridge Drive, 
Clayton, Newcastle, Staffordshire 

Tel: (0782)619606
* no more details

Sunderland Parachute Centre

Sunderland Airport, Sunderland,

Tyne & Wear.
W. J. Bames (at club address)

Tel: Boldon 367530
*  < < < B S R W C R W K S K F O  x ©  
W C N M  A  =BB

Manchester Free Fall Club

Tilstock DZ, Twenlows Hall Farm, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire.

N* Law, 9 St. Andrews Road, Stretford, 
Manchester, M32 9JE.

* no more details

Manchester Skydivers

(see British Skysports)

S. Card, 7 Hampton Road, Stretford, 
Manchester. Tel: 061-865 7557

Martlesham Heath Para Club

Flixton Airfield, Bungay.

Mrs. L. Bennett, 76 Grundisburgh Road, 

Woodbridge, Suffolk
* <  IVCBS R W C R W  O  KS KF  = BB 

W C N M  A

North West Para Centre

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh,
Nr. Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

Tel: 044853 672
J. D. Prince, 21 The Coppice, Ingol, 

Preston, Lancs., PR230L 
Tel: Preston 720848 

<  BS RW  CRW  KS K F  d >  =* A B B ©  
W C N M

Spread Eagles Parachute Club
N. Melcombe Bingham, Dorset.
Sally Corr, 24 Southsea Avenue, Tuckton, 

Bournemouth. Tel: (0202) 421108 
* < B S K S K F A B B ©  W C N M

TPA Parachute Centre

Elvington Airfield, Nr. York.

G. Evans, Springbank Overhouses,

Green Arms Road, Turton, Nr. Bolton.
Tel: Bolton 852295
*  < B S R W K S K F  A B B © W C N M

Wales & West of England Para Club
L. Melhuish, 55 Cowslip Drive,
Penarth, S. Wales 
no more details

London Parachuting

19 Parkstead Road, London SW15 5HI 
Tel: 01-8763209

West Lancs Parachute Centre

Burscough Airfield,
Nr. Ormskirk.

Roy Harrison, 77 Argyle Street 
St. Helens, Lancs.
Tel: St. Helens 35342 

BS * IVC <  R W K F © B B  N M

SERVICE
ASSOCIATIONS  

AN D CLUBS
Army Parachute Association

Commandant, JSPC Airfield Camp, 
Netheravon, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP49SF 

Tel: Bulford Camp (09803) 3372 

Ext. 277/245
^  WE =  BB ©  BS KS KF RW CRW

O  A  W C N M

Rhine Army Parachute Association

The Commandant, RAPA Centre,

STC Sennelager, BFPO16 

^ ^ B S R W C R W K S K F O  A B B x W C  
N M

Cyprus Joint Service Adventurous 

Training Camp (CJSATC)

Chief Instructor (CCSPC), CJSATC
Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58
* < B S  R W CRW K S KF O  = BB N M
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AGM AGREES SUBS RISE

BPA Treasurer, Peter Ritchie, gave a 

presentation with the aid of graphs, showing 

the effect of inflation upon the BPA's finances 

over the last ten years. In order to achieve the 

same purchasing power as in 1971 our 

subscriptions should now be around £14 

instead of the present £7.50. It was clearly 

apparent that unless a significant increase in 

subscription rates was made, or a cut in 

services the Association would fall into severe 

financial difficulties in 1982.
Council and the financial sub-committee 

had discussed the subject at length and agreed 

on proposing to the membership an increase 

to £12.50 with annual increases in line with 

inflation to prevent future lapses into difficulty. 

Peter Ritchie made the proposal and a lively 

question time followed. Points were made 

from making an even larger raise to making 

only a slight increase; based on the belief that 

the membership would not approve a large 
one and a little was better than nothing. Both 

the Chairman and Tony Rose made the point 

that spread over the period of a year or an 

evening in the bar £12.50 was not that great a 
sum.

One member asked why every past increase 

in subscriptions shown on the graph seemed 

to be followed by excessive spending, the 
treasurer and Mr Meacock (who was on 

Council at that time) assured him this was not 

the case and Peter Ritchie promised to send 

him a copy of the accounts for those years so 

he may see for himself. The point was made 

that a note should be made of any fall in 

membership after the increases although a 

further drop was expected due to the 

recession.

Finally Steve Chalk made a proposal from 

the floor that the proposed increase should be 

amended to the round figure of £13.00. This 

was put to the vote, and carried with 63 in 

favour of £13.00, 54 in favour of £12.50, and 

nine against either.

Subscriptions will therefore be £13.00 from 

April 1st, 1982, with annual increases in line 

with inflation. Peter Ritchie asked all members 

with bank accounts to use the direct debit form 

in the magazine in order to keep 
administration costs to a minimum.

RAF Sport Parachute Association

Hon. Sec., RAFSPA, RAF Brize Norton, Oxon.
DZ, Weston on the Green. Tel: Middleton Storey 343 

as < R W C R W K S K F O  x A © IV C

Royal Navy and Royal Marines Sport Parachute Association
The Secretary, RN & RMSPA Commando Training Centre RM, 

Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon, EX8 5AR. Tel: Topsham 3781. 

Ext. 491 or at Club, Luppit697 
<  WE =*BB x © K S K F R W C R W  CZ> A IVCNM

Hong Kong Parachute Club
CCI, JSPC (HK), Borneo Lines, Sek Kong, BFPO 1

* W E © B S K S K F R W O  W C N M

COLLEGIATE CLUBS
British Collegiate Parachute Association

Cris Pomery, 53 Thornton Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0NR

Aberdeen Uni versify
Aberystwyth Coll. Univ.
ofN. Wales
Aston University
Bath University
Birmingham University
Bristol Polytechnic
Bristol University
Brunei University
Cambridge University
Chelsea Coll.. London
Dundee University
Durham University
Edinburgh University
Exeter University
Goldsmith’s Coll., London
HadlowAgric Coll.
Harper Adams Agric. Coll.
Hull University 
King's College, London 
Lanchester Polytechnic 
Leeds Polytechnic 
Leeds University 
Leicester Polytechnic 
Leicester University 
Liverpool University 
London Coll. of Printing 
Loughborough University 
Manchester Polytechnic 
Manchester University 
Newcastle Polytechnic 
Newcastle University 
Nottingham University 
Oxford University 
Polytechnic of Wales 
Portsmouth Polytechnic 
Queen Mary Coll., London 
RMCS, Shrivenham 
Salford University 
Sheffield University 
Southampton University 
St. Andrew’s University 
Stirling University 
Strathclyde University 
Sunderland Polytechnic 
Sussex University 
Trent Polytechnic 
University Coll., Cardiff 
University Coll., N. Wales 
UMIST  
UWIST
Warwick University 
Westfield College, London 
Wolverhampton Polytechnic 
York University

FALLSCHIRM SPORT
M agazin

The only Parachute Magazine in 

German language.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

US$16 —  Second

Class Postage 

US$21 —  Air Mail

USA, Canada 

US $24 —  South America 

Africa

FALLSCHIRM SPORT MAGAZIN 
C. v. HOTZENDORFSTR. 29 
A-8010 GRAZ, AUSTRIA/Europe

Subscription Rates 1982/83

Following the increase of renewal to £13.00 at the Annual General Meeting the following rates apply:

Total

Type Membership Fee Subs. VAT Ins. Mag.

Renewal 13.00 7.75 1.16 .38 3.71
Full April to September 14 90 9.00 1.35 .38 4.17
Full October to March 7 66 4.50 .68 .38 2.10
P4 8.70 6.00 .90 .38 1.42
P2 2.25 1.63 .24 .38
Scottish Full 7.06 5.81 .87 .38
Scottish Renewal 5.50 4.45 .67 .38
Associate 9 25 4.50 .68

Magazine only 7.50 + 1.44 postage 4.07

Conversion P2 to Full April-September

Total Subs VAT Ins. Magazine

12.65 7.37 1.11 Pd. 4.17

Conversion P2 to Full October-March

6.33 3.69 .55 Pd. 2.09

Conversion P4 to Full April-September

6.20 3.00 .45 Pd. 2.75

Conversion P4 to Full October-March

3.10 1.50 .23 Pd. 1.37

Freefall skills shared
You’ve probably heard that the best way to learn all of the basic and 

advanced ideas of skydiving is to start by reading 'The Art of Freefall RW'. 

That's true. And, if you’re serious about your jumping, you want to learn 

more.

The next step is to review what else we’ve learned to date about flying, The 

collected knowledge of skydiving is presented in 'United We Fall’. It 

communicates the state of the art, and beyond... way beyond.

Two books: unequalled excellence.

PARACHUTING: The Art of Freefall RW: $8.75pp softcover, $15.75pp 

hardcover. 

PARACHUTING: United We Fall: $12.75 pp softcover, $18.75 pp hardcover. 

Skydiving Art Prints . . .  suite of 10 different, $21.50 pp. 
‘Wings of Man: The Theory of Freefall Flight’ A.I. A. A. paper, $3.00 pp.

Postage included in price. Calif, add 6% tax.

Pat Works 
RWu Publications 

1656 Beechwood Ave.
Fullerton, Ca. 92635



CORRESPONDENCE

LETTERS on any parachuting topic are 
welcome and should be sent to:

The Editor, Sport Parachutist, d o  BPA, 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, 
LEI 4SG.

RELATIVE 
WORKSHOP
We would like to issue a recall of 
certain plastic reserve ripcords 

shipped with Wonderhogs during the 
first few months of 1979. We will 

replace the ripcords with ones with 
metal handles at no charge to the 

owner. The type we are recalling is 

made of tan nylon, has a round cross 

section and a smooth finish. The 

ripcord cable passes through a post 

that has the same diameter as the rest 

of the handle.

Wonderhogs were also shipped 

with a different type of plastic handle 

which is not suspected of being 

inadequate, as per enclosed diagram.

Wonderhog owners that have the 

type of ripcord being recalled should 

send the entire ripcord to the Relative 

Workshop together with the following 

information: the name and mailing 

address of the owner; the serial 

number and date of manufacture of 

the rig (this information is on the TSO 

tag that is tucked behind the back 
pad at the top of the container); the 

name of the person from whom the 

rig was purchased, and whether the 

rig was purchased new or used.

For Wonderhog owners who are 

not able to supply the above 

information, or obtained plastic 

handles from another source, such as 

blast handle conversions, we will 

provide replacement ripcords with a 

metal handle for five dollars, if they 

return the old ripcord.

We have issued this recall after 

learning of failures of two plastic 

handles in the air. The failures did not 

involve Wonderhogs, but we feel it 

may be a possibility, and in the 

interest of safety, we would 
appreciate your printing this 

infprmation in The Sport Parachutist. 

LARRY M. RIDDLE, Master Rigger 

Relative Workshop Inc.

1050 Right Line, 

Deland, Florida 32720, 
USA

STL MINUTES
I am a recent member to the BPA 

and as a student I have drawn 

strength and confidence in the sport 

of parachuting from those whose 

guidance and coaching I have had 
the privilege of receiving —  mainly at 

Bridlington Sky-Sports. However, 
this confidence building exercise has 

suffered a slight set back. I refer to the 

apparent maladministration of the 

incomplete minutes covering the 

STC meeting on 3 June 1981. The 

subject matter being the Pisa reserve 

and the associated diaper.

I am not experienced or qualified 

to discuss the merits or demerits of 
the Pisa reserve but I do feel that the 

apparent (and I emphasise this point) 
misuse of authority in deleting parts 

of a record of meetings for reasons of 

other than safety or safe operating 

procedures raises a question mark on 

all that the BPA has done over the 

years. How am I to know that a 

similar situation does not exist in 

other systems which has not been 

minuted by STC Committees? 

Maybe I am over-reacting; will 

someone please convince me 1 am! 

GEORGE CHEW 108007

C-130 JUMP BY 
CIVVIES
Having recently received my copy of 

the ‘mag’ and noticing the comments 

made on passing a word of thanks 

where due, I was disappointed that 

no mention was made of the 

Hercules C-130 jump made on 4th 
September by 54 people.

I must conclude that each jumper 
thought the other person would be 

writing! Whatever the case, belatedly, 

may I, on behalf of us all, pass on our 

grateful appreciation to the Royal 

Green Jackets Demonstration Team 

for inviting us to share in a 

memorable jump. The ‘demo’, for 

the R.G.J’s open day at Oakington 

Barracks, Cambridge, was excellently 
organised throughout the whole day 

and this made for a total experience.

The Hercules took 3 passes at 

16,000 and was ground spotted to

ensure the ‘civvies’ didn’t land in the 
ring (in-joke!).

There were, I think, 10 men 

(civvies) on the 1st pass, 14 men 

(civvies) on the 2nd pass, and 22 

men (military) on the 3rd pass. I was 

lucky enough to be on the 2nd pass 

and be in a 12-man formation that 

incidentally was the longest made on 

the day. After a 20 minute walk back 

to the arena, where we dutifully lined 

up to shake hands with the R.G.J’s 

boss-man, we descended on the beer 

tent and lively discussions took place. 

Lofty, for instance, claimed it was the 

largest demo he’d been on since 

Amhem!

Weeks later we still moan about 
low ones at 12,000 from the slow 

Porter at Sibson, but perhaps we’re 

still high on the memories.

Once again, many thanks to the 

R.G.J’s and their team leader, for an 

excellent day and mind-blowing 

jump.

STEVE CHALK, D3081

Well Steve you are right! Nobody 
bothered to send us a story, but this 
month’s cover picture may make 
amends — Ed.

STUDENT COSTS
I am relatively new to the sport, 

having done one year’s parachuting 
and my first dummy rip-cord pull 

descent, but I feel very strongly about 

the costs as I find them. The initial 

training costs £43 (not including 

accommodation or food), and each 

static line jump £6.50. Having 

completed the course, you are given 

up to four weeks to collect your jump, 

after which, despite going to jump 

several times but being foiled by the 

weather, I did not jump for over six 
months and thus had to pay for a 

new course. During the summer this 
year 1 made seven jumps, the last of 

which was in August 1 now find that I 
must jump within the next two or 

three weeks or I must pay for another 

course. Since I live a fair way from 

any club, it takes a whole weekend to 
make it worthwhile travelling, and at

this time of year it is almost 

impossible to be confident of good 

weather for a static line jump. Also if I 

have to make a jump every three 

months that means that 1 will have to 
make another jump in February, and 

another in May if I want to continue 

the sport, which I do. I am sure there 

are other people who are or have 
been in this position who have given 

up, and 1 am sure that the BPA does 

not wish to lose student jumpers 

which, after all, every member of the 

BPA was at one stage. Today’s 

students are potentially tomorrow’s 

instructors unless they are forced to 

give up the sport. 1 look forward to 

hearing the views of other readers of 

The Sport Parachutist.

MALCOLM PEATT1E, BPA 80925

Sure! Today’s students •are 
potentially tomorrow’s instructors, 
but if  you cannot make a greater 
commitment than one jum p every 
three months, it will take you over 
twenty years to get enough jumps to 
be considered fo r an instructor’s 
rating — Ed.

EUROPEAN SCENE
Having lived in West Germany for 

the last two years I have found that 

there is an abundance of drop zones 

in Europe which very few people in 

the British scene know of. This lack of 

knowledge is understandable; some 
of the clubs are small weekend 

operations and others are a 

considerable distance from Britain, 

but for those with the means of travel 

there are some ideal jumping-holiday 

resorts in mainland Europe.

It would obviously be an 

advantage to know a little about 

these clubs before arriving but it 

would take a small fortune in 

telephone calls and petrol to 

accumulate all the information. Just 

as I was giving up on this daunting 
task what should fall into my lap but 
the World Directory of Drop Zones 

and Clubs or, to be more precise, an 

order form for it.
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£5.50 sounds a bit steep for an 

address book but when it arrived I 

found it contained everything its title 

suggested. Published by Fritz 

Wegerer, the editor of the Austrian 
parachute magazine, the book, a 

paperback, sets out for each country 

the address of its controlling authority 

and the opening times, aircraft types 

and address of a contact person for 

each of its clubs.

The countries range from 

Argentina to Zimbabwe, 66 in all and 

it provides a unique reference book 

for the travelling jumper. For instance 

did you know there was a full time 
centre in Turkey operating C47s and 

AN2s?

The more critical amongst us will 

note that there are a number of clubs 

in Britain not mentioned but since the 

publishers are asking for further 

information, it is up to those clubs to 

get themselves included in the 

second edition. For those who are 
interested you can obtain a copy 

from the following address for the 

princely sum of $9.90 or DM22.90: 

Fallschirm Sport Magazin
C.v. Hotzendorfstrasse 29 

A. 8010 Graz 

Austria

TIM MACE

BIG FORMATION 
ORGANISATION
I would like to thank Sarah Brearley 

and Sport Parachutist for the 

coverage of the 64-way in the 

October, 1981 issue, it’s nice to see 

someone cover events that occur in 

other countries. There are a few 

things in the article I would like to 
elaborate on at this time.

On a completed large formation 
dive the organizer does get most of 

the credit for its success, after all, 

he/she is the one that puts countless 
hours of hard work collecting names 

and money, handling last minute 
problems, making phone calls, 

making sure that everyone knows 
their assignments, understanding the 

need for safety in the air, etc. etc. But 
to me as an organizer, I say the real 

stars are the 64 people that 

participate in the dive, they are the 

ones that made the day a success.

Is the organizer a performer? Yes. 

The best indication, on the ground 

anyway, of the success of a dive is to 

see if the organizer is aware of all the 

ramifications involved about the up 
coming jump, in short, the organizer 

has to be organized, that’s where 
everyone’s eyes are centred upon.

Working with 64 Skydivers is a real 
challenge! Everyone of them have 

their own ideas on how to run a 

record attempt, that’s when your 

attitude has to be militarian. When 

you feel what your doing is right 

stand your ground! Keep an open 

mind to positive ideas that someone 

might come up with, incorporate 

those changes only as you see fit. the 

personality of an organizer should 

change according to the dive. 

Organizing a four way where the 

environment is much more intimate 

and easier to exchange ideas would 

not be the place to have a militarian 
attitude.

The success of any large scale dive 

does not go to one person. Some of 
the work on the 64-way was handled 

by Diana Rowland. Diana and I have 

organized many dives together that it 
has become standard that we work 

together. The Night Large Formation 
Record (Twenty Seven. September 

20, 1980) I was a co-organizer and 

she took the lead.

Once again I would like to thank 

Sarah and the BPA for the coverage. 

I hope the information in the 

October, 1981 issue and this letter 

will assist those who are pioneering 

skydives at their respective Drop 

Zones.

JERRY RYAN 

West Covina, California, USA

LOCAL RADIO 
PROTEST__________
I read with interest the article “As the 

Layman Sees Us . . .’’ in the October 

edition of your magazine.
I hope the British Parachute 

Association will acknowledge that 

many Independent Local Radio 

stations across the country have 

given a lot of air time and good 

publicity to many of your activities, 

especially those concerning 

charitable events. ILR staff have 

always been ready to volunteer to 

make their first parachute jump for 

charity. In our own case station 

stuntman Ian ‘Killer’ Killen recently 

claimed his place in the Guinness 
Book of Records as the heaviest man 

on record to jump from an aircraft; 
Ian is 22 stone 2Vzlb. His jump was 

part of a jump by a team of local 
policemen and women, “The 

Swansea Jacks” in aid of the charity 
“Wales MIND".

I enclose a cutting from the local 

evening paper which I hope shows 

that not all publicity is necessarily of 

the sensational shock horror type.

WYN THOMAS 

Programme Controller

DISCOUNT FOR 
PARACHUTISTS
In today’s economic climate of short 

time working, (if you have a job at all) 
and slow cash flow, we are all looking 

for ways of retaining cash for 

jumping. I suggest that jumpers may 

be able to work for each other, and 

buy and sell with other members as 

much as possible, after all we must 

have a large variety of jobs and 

businesses through the BPA 

membership, i.e. mechanics, 

decorators, plasterers, electricians, 
fitters, machinists, salesmen etc. etc. 

Further, all BPA members running a 

business could offer a discount to 

fellow jumpers. I myself run a large 
carpet store in Peterborough and 

offer 10% discount to BPA members 
as of now.

O.K. now it’s your turn.

Keep jumping safely,

TERRY SCOTT -MELVILLE, C3456 

Queensgate Carpets 

Peterborough 69611

HARRIERS DISPLAY 
TEAM_____________
I was a little concerned at what I 
consider to be undue Editorial 
slant in the article “As the 
Layman Sees Us” including the 
cartoon which formed part of a 
programme for a school fete at 
which the Harriers dropped 
earlier this year.

When 1 handed this cartoon to 
you, it was not really implied that 
a serious PR problem existed in 
the image of civilian parachute 
teams, indeed it was intended 
more as a humorous 
contribution. I must say that 1 
resent the implication that we do 
not, as a body, put on 
“professional” shows or maintain 
good relationships with the 
media.

In general, our experience is 
that we get a favourable press 
coverage presenting the team 
and the sport in a good light and I 
am enclosing a selection of press 
cuttings showing this, including 
your suggestion on CRW.

1 hope that you do not think 
that I am being over-sensitive on 
this subject, but it certainly riled

me a little that the only 
“evidence” that you give for 
good PR is your own work!

PETER RITCHIE 
Capt. Harriers Display Team 

The article “As the Layman Sees 
Us” was in no way intended to 
be a criticism of the Harriers 
Display Team, who I know to be 
a first class advertisement for the 
sport. I used the cartoon you 
kindly submitted as an example 
of how the general public can 
erroneously equate sport 
parachuting totally with the 
military.

I am not under any
misapprehension that I am the 
only one getting the sport good 
PR. Nothing is further from the 
truth. I used the example of 
Harry Morgan and Sue Arthurs 
engagement:
1. Because it was immediately 

uiable to me;
2. Because it was topical;
3. Because Harry and Sue laid it 

on for the Scottish Daily 
Record, and not me;

4. As a recognition of their 
engagement and a way of 
publicising it in the mag.

Ed.

SKY GOD’S HINT

This cartoon is meant to be a hint to all SIcy Gods who stop us Jumpers 
getting in our fa r and few between jumps in the winter months.

Continued on page 12
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CONTINUED

KIT NEWS LETTER
Having just returned from 2-Hills I 

was interested to read the latest 

edition, especially the Kit News 

Column, as part of my trip was to set 

up a dealership for the South of 
England working through a major US 

supplier. Obviously trends are 
changing since the column was 

written.

RIGS

No mention I noticed of the Rapid 

Transit, the rig with the 

Cutaway/Reserve handles on either 

side and the deployment ‘cushion’ on 

the side band, it’s not only a neat rig 

but a big seller. The new SST Racer 

Ultralite is also coming up with ideas, 

an improved pull out and now Lite 
Flite give their buyers the option of a 

throwaway, the other feature of the 
Ultralite is the riser cover on each 

side. The Wonderhog Sprint 

probably outsells the Wonderhog 

Vector, the main criticisms I heard of 

the latter were to do with its 

appearance if one was to put in 

anything larger than a Swift or Kestrel 

and the way the reserve pilot chute 

works, the spring is mounted upside 
down. Owing to the lack of versatility 

the Swift has only cornered a tiny 
slice of the market though I’m sure 

we will see a few developments 
coming from this rig. Maybe the one 

rig to stand out this year is National’s 

new production, The Warp III. It is 

designed and built by Jack Brake and 

Shoobi and made in Z-Hills. The 

Warp III incorporates Steve 

Anderson’s ‘H’ harness (of Sodfarm 

fame) with the double width leg 

straps, deployment is a throwaway 

on the back of the leg strap. 

MAINS

Still the Pegasus seems the most 
popular all round (no pun intended) 

canopy in Z-Hills. I hear the Comet is 

now out of production (unless you 

order the Australian version known 

as an X228) as its designer has now 

set up DAR, manufacturing the 

Hobbit, Wizzard and Spirit, none of 

which were in evidence in any 

quantity. Units are now at the stage 

where they almost come free with 

cornflakes, $500 was the last price I 

heard from the Jump Shack, retail. 
However there is a new Unit X-2-10, 

an interesting machine, fast, high lift 

and a wind up speed you wouldn’t 

believe, this is caused by its lack of 

stabilizers, the X-2-10 also uses 12 

braid Kevlar lines. It seems that after 

two years and three generations of 

design that the Merlin is catching on, 

another fast canopy with good 

recovery characteristics, no cascades 

and a sharp angle of attack. In the 

small canopy range it seems to be the 
Firefly for first choice whilst the 
accuracy market is split between the 

252 Lite, Titan lite and range of 

Clouds. Finally what of the 

Cruiselite? They sell fairly well but it is

generally reckoned that they maybe 
worth a few dollars more than a 

Pegasus but not $200, interesting to 

note that when they were launched 

they were at a comparable price.

RESERVES

Owing to the higher prices 
involved one doesn’t see too many 

square reserves, then again one 

doesn’t actually see too many 

reserves at all. As far as round 

reserves are concerned it’s still the 

KXX out ahead for the lighter jumper 

(1701b kitted). For the marginally 
heavier person National’s new 

Phantom 24' is a good choice at 51b 
and a smaller pack volume than a 

Featherlite, both canopies feature the 
Kevlar Tape reinforced Periphery 

band, then both also have larger 
models available, namely the K22 
and Phantom 26’. Most of the 

traditional reserves are still there and 

selling to the heavyweights.

JUMPSUITS
For lightweight, man made fibre 

suits the most popular tend to be 

Flitesuits whilst the often favoured 

cotton built suits seem to be either the 

Bird Suit or custom made (Tony) 

Uragallo suit (available in this country 

made by Rob Colpus).

SIMON WARD

STUDENT 
PROGRESSION 
AGAIN
We have watched with interest the 

development of John Mitchell’s ideas 

in the last two issues of The Sport 

Parachutist. John suggested that 

basic RW techniques should be 

learned in the period between Cat 8 

and starting RW. Tom Dickson goes 

one step further, and argues that 

body position and turning techniques 
relevant to RW should be developed 
during progression between Cat 4 

and Cat 8. They have obviously put 

forward these ideas in an attempt to 

stimulate discussion on the 

modification of the progression 

system in order to prepare the 

student for successful entry into RW.

However, in the December issue, 
Doug Peacock seemed to miss the 

point. He interprets their ideas as a
way of, “ .....  speeding up the

progression system in order to 

produce successful RW jumpers 

earlier.” Surely what they are saying 

is prepare for RW earlier, not do RW 

earlier. OK, certainly a 5.4 second 

series requires perfect body control, 

but what has that got to do with RW?

We would argue that style 
techniques are neither relevant to 

RW, or to the aspirations of the vast 
majority of jumpers in this country. 

The fundamental concept of the

category system as a graduated 

learning process is extremely 

desirable. However, shouldn’t we be 

gearing the process towards RW 

techniques?

Doug indicates that there is a need 

for an RW specialist at Cat 9. Perhaps 

the capabilities of the inexperienced 
BPA instructor are not always 

adequate for RW teaching. Maybe 
then the time has come for a separate 

jumpmaster/instructor rating.

Although we accept that 

responsibilities would be great in both 

cases, it seems to us that the skills 

required to train, despatch and 

critique a first jump course are totally 

different from those needed to coach 

a jumper approaching RW. We feel 

that a system along these lines could 

be sucessfully implemented at our 

larger clubs. Do BPA numbers think 

that this idea would be practical at 

smaller clubs?

Slipping into a different groove, we 
would also like to comment on the 

subject of safety. We think most 

people would agree that a major 

contribution to the prevention of 

accidents in any sphere of life is 

education. It concerns us, therefore, 

that very little information has been 

printed in The Sport Parachutist 

about recent incidents. It would be 

interesting to know how many 

fatalities, injuries or perhaps only 
reserve rides could have been 

avoided had the jumper been 

informed of a previous incident 

caused by a similar problem. Other 

than the odd safety notice displayed 

on club boards, we get to see very 

little information concerning 

incidents. As is also the case in STC 

minutes, these reports tend to 

highlight the occurrence without 

giving attention to any preventative 

measures that could have been 

taken. We also find it extremely 

disturbing that only one out of the 

three fatalities this year was even 
reported via STC minutes.

We therefore suggest that incident 

summaries along similar lines to those 

in the USPA publication, 

‘Parachutist’, appear in The Sport 

Parachutist. The summaries need not 
name DZ or jumper since these are 

not important — the incidents are. 

Summaries such as these have 

appeared in the magazine in the past 

as ‘Flight Safety bulletins’. They died 

because of apathy. It should 

therefore be mandatory for CCIs to 

submit reports of all incidents. The 

salient points could then be picked 
out at some sort of safety meeting for 

publication in The Sport Parachutist. 

We believe that this has great 

advantages over notices as these tend 

to be overlooked and are not readily 

available. The magazine, on the other 

hand, is pushed through the door 

every two months and is more likely 

to be read and also provoke 

comment.

Hopefully this will prompt jumpers 
to think more about the equipment 

they are using, and the way they are 

using it.

Stay safe,
STEVE MIKOS

ALAN HAYES 

Portsmouth Poly 
Parachute Club

The most widespread 

parachuting publication in 
the Benelux.

Belgium 's skydiving magazine 
in Dutch language.

PEGASUS
The two-monthly magazine 
you would not want to miss!

PEGASUS
Subscribe now by sending your 
cheque to:
P e g a s u s ’, B ru s s e ls traa t 
1 45  B -1744  D ilb eek  
(S .U .K .) (B e lg ium ).
o one year —  12$US

o two years —  19$US

If you wish your copy to be sent by 
airmail, add 7 $US to your 
subscription.

(  \

World Directory of 
Drop Zones and 

Clubs
An excellent directory for 

Parachutists in four 

languages. This book will 
inform you about 1000 

drop zones and clubs all 

over the world. 

Subscriptions:
Overseas US $9.90 

Air Mail add 

US $3 USA, Canada 

US $4 South America, 

Africa

Europe DM 22.90

Send a check to: 
FALLSCHIRM SPORT 
MAGAZIN, 
C.v. H0TZENDORFSTR. 
29 
A-8010 GRAZ/AUSTRIA/ 
Europe

N am e____________________

Address_________________

\ ________________ J
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This should be read in conjunction with the CRW safety brief to be found in BPA 
BSRs.

Basic CRW
Canopy relative work is new, easy, and exciting. A bi- or tri-plane is a great way to 
round off a good sequential jump with your friends rather than going off by yourself 
to do accuracy or just landing by the teles.

Technique
There are two basic techniques for hooking up 

for either similar or dissimilar canopies.

Dissimilar Canopies________
When using canopies with a big difference in 

speed or lift (e.g. a strato cloud and a unit) 

building your base is simple. The slower canopy 

sets up on half brakes into wind and the faster 

sets up directly behind on full drive and simply 

waits to catch up. If he is high he can front riser 
dou/n. if low he can pump on the brakes until he 

can nudge his canopy against the pilot’s back. 

Once the canopy is touching him, the pilot lets 

up his toggles, grabs the canopy and hooks his 

feet into the centre lines.

Similar canopies
When both canopies have similar lift and 
forward speed the above technique is not 

possible. As one canopy applies brakes to allow 

the other to catch up, so it gains lift, rising 

above the other. You must therefore work on 

the level using a ‘lead pursuit curve’ to achieve 

the dock. This method works as follows:

First get on the same level, the high man . 

risering down. Once on the level, head towards* 

each other on an intersecting course, turning 

onto a parallel course as you get close together.

Once side by side on the level, the ‘pin’ (that 

is, the guy below) starts a very slow turn 
towards the pilot. When the canopies are 

almost touching (2 or 3 feet apart) the pilot 
slowly turns away, finishing directly in front of 

the pin. At the same time he very gently applies 

brakes, rising up and back into the other 

canopy, to achieve contact between his feet and 

just above his head.

The pilot should not try to grab the other 

canopy until it is actually touching him, 
otherwise his canopy will dive away as soon as 

he lets go of his toggles. Just like freefall R W ...
DON’T GRAB! Wait until the canopy is there, 

then just pick up the grip.

Once you have a grip, see where you are in 

the canopy. If you are not in the centre cell 

work your way there by passing the canopy 

from hand to hand behind your back. Once in 

the centre, hook your feet into the centre lines 

and turn your toes inward to lock in.

From here you can choose any one of the five 

2-way formations to fly. These are:

1) STACK You are already in a two stack. This 

is easy to build but prone to oscillation and 

communication problems.

2) IN CELLS From the stack, just grip the top 

surface, slide your feet into a cell and keep 

pulling until you are inside. This looks really wild but in fact is very simple. You have to work to stay 
in the cell and if you want to get out, just let go and you’ll simply pop out.

3) BI-PLANE From the stack just climb down the lines until you arrive at the slider. Then carefully 

take out your feet one at a time and hook them in the risers. This is the most stable and easiest to 

control CRW formation. It is also easy to communicate.

4) BI-FOOT From the bi-plane, the pilot reaches down and grabs risers. When he has a grip he 

kicks his feet out, allowing the pin to grab them. The pilot then ‘walks’ down risers while the pin 
climbs up his legs until he can take hold of his back pack. The pilot can then take charge, flying a 

normal approach while the pin simply pulls in tight. As he flares for a normal landing the pilot 
shouts ‘flare’. The pin then pushes him out to arm stretch to land still hooked up. Be prepared for a 

bumpy landing until you’ve done it once or twice. And don’t try it in low winds.

5) BI-HAND From the bi-foot, the pilot 

reaches across to grab the pins left riser with 
his right hand, preferably just above the three 

ring. At the same time, the pin muscles him 

across to take his right main lift web in his left 

hand. At this stage you will be side by side with 
your canopies one behind the other. Both men 

now take hold of their outside toggle and gently 

pull the canopies apart. There will be an 

increase in tension as the canopies come apart, 

but this will decrease as the canopies settle.

Break-off_________________
There is the slight possibility of a bridle line 

round steering line type of entanglement. If this 

happens to you, you won’t realise until you 

break off, when it will become painfully 

apparent. With this in mind you should either 

break off above 1,000 feet, or land the 

formation. Breaking off at 200/300 feet could 

possibly result in a collapse/entanglement 
situation with no height to sort it out. When 

landing a bi-plane, the pilot should concentrate 

on the approach while the bottom guy enjoys 

the view and watches the ground come up. 

When about 10 feet above his normal flare 

height the bottom guy shouts ‘dear’. The pilot 

then kicks his feet out, and both flare to land 

normally about 10 feet apart. If you are 

underneath you can expect to drop 6-10 feet 

before your flare starts to take effect, so as 

mentioned above, flare a little earlier than if 
you were landing alone.

Getting the base pair together is the hardest 
part of any CRW formation and a quick base, 

on heading, is essential for any big stack or 

CRW competition. The best way to perfect this 

technique is to find another CRW freak and 

keep working together all the time, in the same 

slots. In this way you can build up an 

understanding that is even more important in 
CRW  than in freefall RW.

Finally, in summary, do lots of CRW. The 
more you do, the fewer problems you will have, 

or at least, the problems you do have won’t 
scare you quite as much!

Photo —  Louise Hutchinson
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TALBOT BRITISH OPEN CRW 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
IPSWICH AIRPORT_________
Scheduled to commence on Saturday, 26th 
October it all really started on the Friday 
when a team from Finland (Barrage Balloon 
Union of the World) arrived in a Piper Lance 
laden to the gunwhales with duty free 
vodka. Displaying the self control and iron 
determination for which their nation is 
famous they managed to make this spin out 
until the following day when they were able 
to avail themselves of the hospitality of local 
brewers Tolly Cobbold who supplied free 
beer to the competitors . . . anyway that’s 
another story.

Hosted by the Ipswich Parachute Centre 
the competition (four rounds of speed 
quadraplane) was sponsored by the Talbot 
Motor Company and organised by Walter 
Street who runs the Talbot Display Team.

Eight teams entered and despite a 
disastrous met. situation for most of 
Saturday all four rounds and the prize giving 
were completed before dark Oust) on 
Sunday.

The general standard of CRW was good 
and as expected was excellent as far as the 
Mounting Men were concerned who took an 
easy gold medal apiece (plus a cup and 
£400). The contest for the remaining medals 
was much closer and at the end of the third 
round there was less than 60 seconds 
separating four teams. Disappointments 
came thick and fast. The Marine (M Four) at 
one stage put a really fast quad together but 
were zapped for not quite holding it for the 
required 30 seconds. Outlandings also 
resulted in zap scores though there were 
very few of these with the exception of the 
Finns (who had not jumped together before) 
but who nevertheless managed to land in 
and around Ipswich and never once hit the 
river. The Freds were hit badly when one of 
their fast quads was not scored because of 
confusion over radio commands (what 
comp, would be complete without some sort 
of a box up?) and a poor rejump score 
pegged them well back.

Anyway in the final outcome Phoenix (the 
local Ipswich team) who had displayed 
nothing more than consistent talent got the 
silver by 27 seconds from Just Plane Hot 
(Weston) who took the bronze.

As well as being the first CRW competition 
in this country this was a judging first for 
Doug Peacock and his team who did an 
excellent job — many thanks.

The Finnish team stayed on for another 
night but Tolly Cobbold did get their barrel 
back eventually. . . anyway that’s another 
story.

Scores

4 round total place
Mounting Men 2.54.2 1
Phoenix 4.35.8 2
Just Plane Hot 5.02.6 3
Green Jackets 5.52.8 4
M Four 6.18.2 5
Red Devils 6.19.6 6
2 CR 6.45.3 7
Barrage Balloon Union 
of the World 10.10.2 8

Everybody knows the Mounting Men so
here’s the Silver medallists, Phoenix (Tony 
Knight, Andy Page, John Gleave, Mike 
Smith)
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LES TROIS JOURS DE STRASBOURG_______
British teams finished first and fourth in the international 4-man 
team accuracy competition held at Strasbourg, France on 11th, 
12th and 13th September with our own Dave Tylcoat taking first 
place in the individual.

The competition was a ten round, 4-man team accuracy event (with 
individual to count) in which 16 club teams took part from France, 
Belgium, Yugoslavia, Austria, Switzerland, Germany and Great 
Britain,

Following the decision of the BPA Council to send the top five 
classic winners of the BFA National Championships to Graz and the 
second five to Strasbourg, we set sail from Sheerness on 9th 
September with the BPA van, Paul Slaughter, Esther Reynolds, 
Andy Morris, Brian Shaw and Dave Tylcoat; the latter hitching a 
ride with the van as a fare paying passenger.

Alan Layton had already set sail several days earlier “as the 
advanced party” and was to meet us in Strasbourg on the evening of 
10th.

Team registration and practice was scheduled for the 11th on which 
day Jim Coffey and Steven Treble “called in” on their way back to 
Blighty from another European meet. A quick head count showed that 
there were now eight British competitors at Strasbourg (enough for 
two four man teams) so Steve was quickly persuaded to remain for the 
meet and the team put Jim under close house arrest following some 
feeble excuse that he had to return home to avoid a court martial for 
being absent without leave. Thus Dave, Jim, Steve and Paul were 
entered as one team and Esther, Alan, Andy and Brian were entered 
as the other.

Saturday, the start of the meet began with low cloud and drizzle 
which finally lifted at about 1.00 pm and allowed the competition to 
commence. The sun soon appeared evoking the pit thermal monster, 
and numerous victims fell many centimetres from the electronic pad.

Jumping ceased at about 7 pm with the return of rain. However, 
nearly six difficult rounds of the competition were now complete; a 
very impressive effort considering how the weather had limited the 
available time.

Saturday night finished with a pig roast and everyone went to bed 
tired and well fed. Jim Coffey spent the night as first individual and 
leading the team event was a French team from Colmar.

G u s to m
pop tops
TSbirteaPhuorft

Sarah Brearley 
10A Blackheath Park 

London, SE3 9RP 
01-8521282

V ________________________________________________________ /

Fortunes changed Sunday when some determined jumping by the 
Brits ‘A’ team managed to nudge Colmar into second place reserving 
the centre place on the rostrum for themselves. Jim unfortunately 
collected a few centimetres dropping to fourth place on completion of 
the tenth round, but happily leaving his team mate Dave Tylcoat to 
collect gold. The BPA Team consisting of Esther, Alan, Andy and 
Brian finished fourth; Steve Treble finished a creditable sixth, and 
consistent jumping was returned to Brian Shaw who would have 
totalled well had he not had the misfortune to put a wrong foot down 
first.

Our sincere thanks to Michael Rogovitz and the staff of the Centre 
Ecole Regional de Parachutisme for their hospitality, efforts and 
organisation and for the very splendid hotel accommodation which 
was provided free to the BPA team.

My personal thanks go to Esther, Andy, Brian, Paul and Dave for 
the conkers and for putting up with me all the way there and back; to 
Alan and his wife Amanda also for the conkers and to Jim and Steve 
for remaining for the meet. I hope you all enjoyed the trip as much as I 
did.

The results are summarised as follows:—

Individual Nationality Total Position

Dave Tylcoat GB 0.32 1
Bauman Switzerland 0.44 2
Sortais France 0.49 3
Jim Coffey GB 0.52 4
Steve Treble GB 0.63 6

Team Nationality Total Position

BPA Mixit GB 3.94 1
Colmar France 4.10 2
Wells Austria 5.13 3
BPA GB 6.41 4

BOB KING

Peterborough
parachute

Centre

Prices — Cat. 9
3000 ft — £3.25 

10/12000 ft — £6.50 
Accommodation — 60p 

Camping — free 
Membership — £2.30 (V2 year) 

£4.60 (per annum)

Sibson Airfield Wansford Peterborough 

Telephone Elton (08324) 490



16

Ever since its formation twenty years ago the 

strength of this Association has lain in the 

Instructor system and in the Safety and Training 

Committee. Now in the year 1982 we have 

unrivalled experience —  in the Western world at 

least —  of basic student training methods and 

equipment. We have been using static line bag 

systems for our students now for seven years and 
are moving on to reserve AODs, helmet radios 

and better student canopies. Our category system, 

adapted from the French progression method, has 

stood the test of time and will continue to do so. 

So far, so good: we cannot, however, sit back and 

be complacent. The art and science of parachute 

jumping instruction demands constant attention; 

we must never forget that one mistake can have 

fatal consequences.

COACH’S
COLUMN

BY

DOUG PEACOCK

Ten fatalities

Static line hang-ups
A particular area of concern must be static line hang-ups. In the last three years 

we have had eight such incidents reported. In each case the student was cut 
free and successfully operated his reserve. The next one may not be so 

switched on. These hang-ups occurred for various reasons —  basic design 
faults, rigging errors, inadequate flightline checks and poor static line control by 

jumpmasters. None were excusable and I must urge all CCIs and jumpmasters 

to look to their responsibilities in the various areas mentioned above. For my 

part, I have asked the riggers’ committee to come up with a paper on static line 

container desfgn and construction. Hopefully then we will eventually finish up 

with a safe, standardised system.

A second problem area must also be faced. In the 

same three year period ten of our members have 

died in parachuting accidents; two students and 

eight ‘experienced’ jumpers. I used the inverted 

commas purposely. Of these eight, five were from 
POPS. Three of these failed to open their reserve 

parachutes and one had a simple brake lock. A 

drowning completes the list. I ask all jumpers —  

particularly those who are late starters and those 

who jump intermittently —  to be fully aware of 

their limitations and to jump within them. I also 

ask such jumpers to fit AODs to their reserves. 

Finally, I ask CCIs to make doubly sure that all 
parachutists on their Drop Zone are correctly 

H  progressed and briefed. It is up to us all to work for 
a season with no more fatalities. Along with the 

other Examiners I am always striving to improve the standard of instruction via 

the PI Courses. Good classroom techniques are now pretty standard and we 

shall now step up the emphasis on freefall training knowledge and techniques 

and on the operational aspects of the job. CCIs can also play their part by 

continuing the coaching and instruction of the PI during the probationary 

period to ensure he or she is fully ready for the final exam.

On the administrative side —  the Civil Aviation Authority is considering the 

reframing of some of its legislation in full consultation with Council and STC. 

We are fully confident that our excellent relationship with the CAA will ensure 

that any future system is both workable and safe without being unduly 
restrictive. Full details will be circulated once these have been agreed. 

Meanwhile, all existing Exemptions are being extended —  on application —  

until the end of March 1982.

Finally, an updated Instructor list is published in this isue. Renewal forms for 

1982-84 have been sent to all CCIs, so make sure you are in date.

Have a good year,

DOUG

ASSOCIATION’S COACH RESIGNS
A FTER  FOUR YEARS

It is with regret that we publish the following letter from 
Doug Peacock; I’m sure the membership would want us 

to wish him well on their behalf on whatever venture he 

be involved in in the future. SP.

Dear Charlie,
1 am writing to let you know 1 have decided it is time to move 

on. 1 have had a most enjoyable and rewarding four years 

working for the Association and would like to think 1 have 

made some contribution to the undoubted success we have 

had both at Club and International level. I feel, however, that 

there is an optimum period for a particular job both from the 

standpoint of the Organisation and of the individual and it is my 

judgement that this timespan has been reached.

I would like to thank you personally for all your support and 

encouragement during these four years and would like to

extend this thanks to all CCIs, Examiners, Instructors and 

Judges who have been and will continue to be the backbone of 
the system. I would also like to record my thanks to all Council 

Members and, last but by no means least, to the BPA staff who 

have provided such a great back-up in the office.

Finally, you may be assured that I hope to continue in the 

game and look forward to giving assistance wherever I can.

Your sincerely,

DOUG PEACOCK 

National Coach & Safety Officer

LEGAL ADVICE AND LEGAL EXPENSES SCHEME
Through the IRPC Legal and Personnel 
Insurance Services a Legal Advice and 
Legal Expenses Scheme has been 
negotiated for the benefit of all BPA 
Members.

This is a unique scheme which offers 
round-the-clock access to qualified legal 
advice on ALL legal matters via the 
telephone, 365 days a year, to discuss any 
legal problem you may have, and obtain 
expert advice on the steps you should be 
considering.

Scheme (A) provides the full Legal 
Advisory Service and is backed up with

Insurance to provide Legal Fees for the 
pursuit of employment disputes, recovery of 
personal injury claims following a motoring 
accident, together with the defence of 
motoring prosecutions. The cost of this 
cover is a modest £8.50.

Scheme (B) also provides the full Legal 
Advisory Service but the Insurance is 
extended to cover pursuit of employment 
disputes, defence arising out of the buying or 
selling, leasing or repair of personal property 
and services, pursuit of claims for personal 
injuries regarding the occupation of the 
home, such as neighbour disputes, and

defence of motoring prosecutions, is at 
£23.00 per annum.

Should you wish to take advantage of the 
offer just complete the coupon on the 
brochure enclosed and forward without 
delay with your remittance for the required 
scheme to the address indicated.
I have tested the service myself and have 
found that it was indeed possible to obtain 
advice at week-ends, during the day and in 
the evenings.

C. PORT 
SECRETARY GENERAL



17

INSTRUCTOR LIST — 1st January 1982 Name Status Expiry

Date

Name

Ledger 31st

A — Advanced Instructor March

A/E —  Advanced Instructor/Examiner
Keeble G. 83 Oakes T

Name Status Expiry Keoghan A. J. A/E 83 O ’Hara G.

Name Status Expiry Date Kenny D. C. A 82 OrrJ.

Date 31st Kirkman G. 83 OxIeyT E.

31st March Kibblewhite P. A 83 Orton D. D.

March Leighton S. 83 O ’Brien T.
Dyas B. A/E 82 Lyall C. 83 O'Brien R.

Aitken 1. 83 Douglas G. 83 Lilly G. 83 Owen H.
Atherton R. 82 Diamond J. 83 Louttit I. 83 Page A.
Acraman R. S. N A/E 82 Ellis R. A 83 LawN. 83 PollettC.
Ashton A. A 83 Escott B. 83 Laing J. A/E 83 Parker P D. N.
Andrewes T A 83 English J. 82 Lloyd C. 83 Pierce G.
Buckle Jane 83 Evans G. 82 Lines J. K. 83 Prince J. D.
Batt J. B. 83 Ellis G. A 82 Laithwaite B. 83 Parry B.
Buckle R. 83 Francis C. J. 83 Lowe J. 83 Platt W
Butler A. K A 83 Flack C. 83 Lewington E. T. A/E 83 Padley P A.
Burton G. 83 Femie Fiona 83 Lampson P. 82 Panther N. J.
Bell J. 83 Francis C. 83 Ledwards P. 82 Peacock D.
Bennett D. A 82 Finney E. A/E 83 La wry G. 82 Palmer D. A.
BamesJ. W. A/E 82 Fonfe F. 82 Lutz R. A 83 Pickersgill B.
Binns K. 83 Fisher J. 82 Moms A. W. 83 Ritchie B D.
Bolton M. E. A 83 Field J. 82 Melville L. W. A/E 83 Ryland F.
Bias B. 82 Freeman M. 83 Moms D. 83 Royle E.
Bird M. 82 France J. A 83 Melhuish L. A/E 83 Robertson E
Bruce C. 83 Fisher P. 83 Mercer P. 83 Russell S A.
Boxall J. A 82 Farrow A. 82 Meier N. 83 Powell D. H.
Bolden R. N. 82 Femie G. A 82 Mortlock M. 82 Rose A. E.
Briggs R. C. 82 Fisher D. D. 82 Mitchell J. 82 Robinson A. G.
Bishop 1. 82 Fisher R. 82 Matthews N. 82 Rigby Q.
Beynon M. A 83 Fowler J. A 82 Milne R. A. A 83 Robinson (4059)
Bell A. 83 Gamer D. 83 Munn M. • 83 Rixon Tracy
Bum R. K. A/E 83 Gays R. E. 83 Matchett J. 82 Ritchie D. W.
Card R. G. A/E 82 Goss C. L. 83 Moffat D. 82 Smith A.
Chandler A. 83 Gleave J. 83 Meacock W. J. A/E 84 Slattery P
Cullum N. S. 83 Gover B. 83 Margiotta G. 82 Shout S.
Hill-Cousins R. V. A 83 Gnapp G. 82 Mapplebeck K. A/E 83 Sharpe W
Copestake G. 83 Greenwood B. 83 Mcllwee K. A 83 Saunders S.
Coombe P. 83 Goodwin D. 83 McEwan T. J. 83 Snook M.
Curtis H. J. F. A 83 Hewitt P. 83 McTavish J. 83 Shea-Simonds G.
Coffey J. P. A/E 83 Hick P. A. 83 McLaughlin G. 82 Sherman P. W.
Collingwood A. A 82 Hickling D. T. A/E 83 McGill B. A 82 Sinclair A.
Cavanagh P A/E 83 Harrison R. 82 McCauley J. 82 Sharpies J. R. H.
Crocker J. T. 83 Harrison N. 83 MacHale M. A. 83 Smout P. F.
Charlton S. 83 Hunt D. J. 82 McQueen A. S. A/E 83 Souter R. M.
Cameron K. 82 Howerski D. L. A/E 83 McCarthy D. P. A/E 82 Southgate P. A
CorrJ. P. A/E 82 Hitchcock L. R. 82 McBrine A 83 Strawson E.
Charters 83 Hibberd P. 83 McLane G. 83 Sheridan M.
Carter J C. 82 Hay lock I. 82 McLennen W. 83 SkeetJ. M.
Carroll P. 83 Hartley E. 82 McCready J. 82 Smith E.
Clutson J. 83 Horan G. J. 82 McKieJ. 82 Silverlock D
Cox D. 82 Hitchen J. H. A/E 83 Nundy S. 83 Spoors E.
Crow T. 82 Hicks R. 82 Nelson-West B. 83 Turner D.
Cooper L. 83 Home J. 82 Newbolt J. D. 83 Thorne D
Caldwell R 82 Harman R. J. A/E 82 Nome G. 82 Toyer K.
Donaldson C. 83 Jones T. 82 Noble K. A 82 Townsend N.
Dowling R. 82 Jones D. A/E 82 Noble-Nesbitt R. A 82 Timon M.
Dunn G. 82 Jones B. 83 Norris J. A 82 Threlfall M.
Davis F. 82 Johnson M. R. 82 Nixon R. 83 Tidewell J.
Devine G. A/E 82 Johnson D. 83 Nicholson J. 83 Townsend K.
Dickson T. 83 Illidge R. J. 82 Newberry T. 82 Tylcoat D.
Dallow A. J. 83 Knowles M. 83 Nisbett N. A 82 Wilshaw M.
Davenport A. 83 Kalinski R. 82 Wilkinson G. L.
Deakin D. 83 Knight A. G. A/E 82 Waddington D.

Status

INSTRUCTORS
Headcom Parachute Club

require seasonal Instructors/PIs. Free jumping and 
accommodation provided. Other renumeration 

depending on age and experience.

Please write giving full details and any references
to

The Secretary 

Headcom Parachute Club Ltd 
The Aerodrome, Headcom, Ashford, Kent

A/E

A

A/E

A/E

A/E

A

A/E

A

A/E

A/E

A

C.P . A/E 

A/E 

A

A/E

A/E

A

Wright J. 

Wilson B. 

Worsey P. 

Willis R. 

Wilson Penny 

Ward G. 

Walters P. 

Winwood M. 

Wilson C. 

Yeoman K. 

Young P. D. 

Forrester W. 

Slattery Val 

Hutchinson S. 

Brooks A. 

George L. 

Phillip A.

Totals

Approved

Advanced

Examiners

A

A/E

Expiry

Date

31st

March

83

82

82

82

82

83

84 

83 

83 

83 

83 

82 

83 
83 

82 

82 

82 

82 

82 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

82 

82 

83 

82 

82 

82 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83

83

84 

82 

83 
82 

82 

82 

82 

83 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

82 

82 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

82 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83 

83

176

42

36

254
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Take a shot 
at winning 
a camera...

BPA FUJI 
PHOTO COMPETITION

ULTS •  RESULTS •  RESULTS •  RESULTS

The BPA/Fuji competition was a 

great success — all judges agreed 

the standard was very high, 

particularly in the free fall section.

As some of the entries have 

already been published, those in this 

issue are a selection of the remainder

— with no indication of the placings!

Finally, may I thank the other 

judges — Mike Lane, of Fuji- 

Hannimex, and Peter Leicester of 

What Camera magazine.

Also the competitors who were 

both lucky and unlucky.

1 urge you to keep submitting your 

photos. It is only with your help that 

we can keep the magazine’s pictorial 

standard up.

John Ward — winner o f the free fa ll 
class

1 — John Ward

2 — Rod Boswell

3 — Tony Dale

Runners-up

Rob Colpus 

Rod Boswell (2) 

Chris Thomas 

Nigel Shee 

Phil Ledwards 

Phil Judd 

Alan Derbyshire 

Wilm Stolverk







22

D. B. Cooper rides again

7
PARA WEAR 

BY
STEPHENSON

JUMPSUITS
STANDARD STUDENT DESIGN

STEVIE STEPHENSON

LANCASTER

THE HAM

DURRING TO N

SALISBURY

WILTS SP4 8HW

T e l: 0980 52906

Cotton drill fabric, double full length zips 

Red, Blue, Yellow, Black, White, Orange, 

Green.

SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE & XL SIZES.

SINGLE COLOUR — £25.00

TRIM (Single Stripe) —  £28.00

Plus £1.50 p & p

Carl Boenish films for the story ofHiJackerD. B. Cooperas ‘stand in’ 
exits a 727.

Peter Coxall captures a member of the Flying Dragons jumping into 
Hong Kong football stadium. Not a fixed object jump.
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Construction Details
The critical measurements of a square parachute are it’s 
span and chord, not the number of cells it has. And only 
with the Swift construction can you get 7-cell perform
ance from a 5-cell parachute. Heres how. All other 
squares are manufactured with the seam orientation run
ning from leading edge to trailing edge. Therefore the 
w idth  of the cells is determined by the bolt width of the 
fabric. After seams and other reinforcing tapes are 
installed the width of each cell is approximately 36 to 38 
inches, or a 15 foot span in the case of a standard 5 cell. 
With a typical chord of approximately 12 feet you can 
readily see why the standard 5 cell has a boxy, almost 
square shape with a low aspect ratio of only 1.5 to 1 or 
less.

THE SWIFT IS RADICALLY DIFFERENT. Swift construc
tion (patent applied for) has the seams running span-wise 
resulting in 48”  wide cells with ribs placed at the opti
mum aerodynamic and structural point unhindered by 
the bolt width of the fabric.

What this really means is that you can have a high per
formance, high aspect ratio (2.2 to 1) square with almost 
200 square feet of area and still have only 5 cells.

Less cells mean: less seams, less weight and dramatically 
reduced bulk which is why the Swift Main weighs only 5.9 
pounds and the Swift Reserve weighs only 5.4 pounds.

S W IF T  C O N S T R U C T IO N
STANDARD 5 CELL 

CONSTRUCTION

Swift System
By designing each component (Main, Reserve and Rig) to 
function in harmony with the rest of the System, an 
advancement in the state-of-the-art of integrated system 
design was achieved.

The Swift System's harness and container are specifi
cally designed to highlight and accent the Swift canopies 
plus: 1. Lightest weight and smallest volume without sacri
ficing safety and durability. 2. Maximum aerodynamic 
performance. 3. Maximum comfort.

Swift Main
The Swift Main weighs only 6.1 pounds and has an honest 
195 square feet of area. The Swift Main’s aspec* ratio is 2.2 
to 1 and is the highest aspect ratio 5 cell ever built.

Handling, control response and turn rate of the Swift 
are truly remarkable and have to be experienced to be 
believed. 360° turns in less than 3 seconds - all this with 
light toggle pressure. And it opens like all Para-Flite can
opies - quickly, cleanly and reliably.

The Swift Main (and Swift Reserve) are the lightest 
weight and lowest pack volume squares ever marketed and 
will be the standard bearers of the light weight market for 
years to come.
Swift Reserve
The Swift Reserve is a slightly smaller brother to the Swift 
Main. It has 5 cells, a surface area of 177 square feet and 
weighs only 5.4 pounds (including connector links) mak
ing it just as light as the lightest 'minimum' round reserve.

The Swift Reserve’s performance and handling is close 
to the Swift Main but has intentionally been made more 
docile - to control - and land - like a reserve should.

Para-Flite has been designing, perfecting and manufac
turing high performance, reliable and durable ram-airs 
for over a decade and is the acknowledged technical and 
performance leader of the entire parachute industry.

All that know-how is engineered into the Swift Reserve. 
Now, at last, you can have the light weight and low bulk 
advantages of a ‘minimum’ round reserve PLUS the safety 
and performance of a square. Best of all, Kevlar isn’t 
necessary to achieve light weight.
After th e  Sale
When you buy the Swift System (or any Para-Flite pro
duct) you also receive the back-up and support of the 
world’s oldest and largest manufacturer of ram-air 
parachutes.

Your com ple te  satisfaction with your purchase 
comes first. Period.
That has always been our policy, and, it always will 
be.

The Swift System: Advancing the state-of-the-art, 
superb craftsmanship and the use of the highest quality 
materials throughout makes the Swift System the best 
value for your dollar and the only choice for the demand
ing relative worker.

Now available from authorized Para-Flite dealers world 
wide. From Para-Flite, Inc. Who Else?

.

F f l

if
B  ^  Jm

B l.....

PARA-FLITE, INC.
5801 Magnolia Avenue • Pennsauken, NJ 08109 USA 
(609) 663-1275 • Telex 831355

Look for this Symbol, i t ’s your guarantee o f  Quality 
Products and Service.
© 1981 Para-Flite, Inc. CRUISLITE, X L CLOUD, 
STRATO-CLOUDA, SAFETY STAR, and SWIFT 
are trademarks o f  Para-Flite, Inc.

PARA-FLITE
AUTHORIZED

DEALER
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Phil Ledwards was one of many cameramen on the Green 

Jacket organised C130 jum p in East Anglia, when civvies were 

allowed to jump.

Above:
Sid Lippit and Dave Beddows indulge in some judo during the 

RW  Seminar at Shobdon.

Left:

If only Paul Austin could see what is happening behind his back 

as he poses for Gary Lawry on a Marine Demo.
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Even UK POPS No. 1 and Octogenarian, Archie 
Macfarlane, made it! It was the worst weather for 

years yet 185 members battled through blizzards 

to attend the AGM and all it had to offer. Les 
Melhiush broke the record with 23 hours to get 
from Cardiff to Leicester! The result was a great 

weekend held in an infectious atmosphere with 

enthusiastic communication between members 

which I felt promised an equally great year ahead 
for our sport.

All present at the AGM felt the need for an 

increase in subscriptions (never a pleasant move) 

and I hope that all members who weren’t present 

will support the £13.00 subscription agreed. Council will, I assure you, be more 
aware than ever before of carefully spending your money in the best interest of 

the sport. Having said that I believe that we must not skimp on the assistance 
we give to our clubs —  this is a vitally important area for the growth of the 

sport. To this end it is important clubs keep in touch with Council so that we 

can provide help immediately it is required.

I did hear one interesting thing at the AGM. 1 was informed by a member of 

a well known club that their Cessna 206’s cylinder head temperature is 

excessive at high altitude and that they’ve restricted it to 7000ft. ‘The members

just have to accept it’, he said. Having flown a 

number of different 206s 1 reckon it’s either a 

poorly maintained aeroplane or someone’s giving 

the members a load of bull. Either way the club is 
not giving its members a fair deal.

The CAA’s proposed Operations Manual, in 

accordance with which we will have to operate in 
the near future, is now being circulated for 

comment. It is important that we give this 

document careful consideration and to this end I 

would ask clubs to pass their comments to Doug 

Peacock as soon as possible.

Finally the Royal Aero Club have just informed 

us that His Royal Highness The Prince Andrew has agreed to assume the 

Presidency of RAeC. His Royal Highness is a qualified military parachutist, 

therefore I am sure he will take as close an interest in the sport as his 
predecessor, His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales. I have sent a telegram of 

congratulation to our new President on behalf of us all.
Enjoy our sport in 1982 —  after this appalling winter the summer is bound 

to be fantastic —  but please go safely.

CHARLES SHEA-SIMONDS

CHAIRMAN’S

NOTES
BY

CHARLES
SHEA-SIMONDS

CHIEF JUDGE CRITICAL 
OF WORLD MEET ORGANISATION 

IN REPORT
As is customary after each World Meet 
reports are submitted on various aspects of 
the meet to the CIP. Charles Shea-Simonds 
as the Chief Judge has submitted his 
concerning the judging aspects of the meet. 
Examination of the report indicates that the 
frequent dissatisfaction with the judging 
voiced by competitors at that meet may 
have more than just a theoretical basis. 
Although many of the faults seemed to stem 
from the lack of organisation rather than the 
judges themselves. Charlie puts this problem 
down to various disagreements between the 
USPA and Zephyr Hills PC.

The report raises many points of 
dissatisfaction with the organisation, 
provision of information, and judging 
facilities. Charlie felt the primary video 
(provided by the Golden Knights) was 
excellent, only two of the viewing monitors 
were satisfactory, and he felt the back-up 
video would be unusable should the first 
break down. Also the conditions under 
which judges were asked to operate were 
certainly not conducive to anyone’s best 
performance.

Important pre-meet information did not 
reach most judges before they left for the 
USA resulting in one judge missing the 
judges’ seminar. Eventually the only 
information bulletin published at the meet 
was produced by the judges themselves! No 
tapes were provided for the judges’ seminar 
and so no practice was possible, also only 
25% of the practice dives were judged due 
to ‘hazy conditions’. Flying operations and 
exit commands had been given no previous 
consideration, and the chief pilot was fired 
after two days, his job being taken over by 
the video operator Tom Benion ‘who did an 
outstanding job’.

Besides these organisational problems 8 
of the 23 nominated judges did not arrive at 
the meet for various reasons, only two giving 
prior notice and nominating an alternate. 
Two other judges luckily arrived on site and 
more ‘accepted’ onto the panel giving a total

of 19 instead of 23. The nominated Chief of 
Trainee Judges had also notified the 
organisers two months prior he would be 
unable to fulfil the commitment, and they 
undertook to provide another, however they 
did not and another FAI judge who had 
fortunately arrived on site agreed to take on 
the post. However, in retrospect, Charlie 
feels that with the facilities provided it would 
have been better to cancel the seminar and 
return entry fees rather than offer the 
‘amateur botch-up’ available.

The meet drew nine protests, six of which 
Charlie classifies as ‘protests against scores 
given’ (these are no grounds for protest in 
the current rules). The Chief Judge says 
however ‘whilst all these six protests were 
denied I feel some explanation is necessary’. 
He then makes comparison between the 
scores of the first four placed teams in 1979 
and 1981 world meets, pointing out the 
dramatic increase in performance. He says 
‘In an effort to improve performance some 
teams have paid scant attention to the 
essential concept of clearly demonstrating to 
the judges on the ground that the required 
performance has been achievecf. He says, 
coupled with the points raised about video 
and training dives, ‘it can be seen 
considerable efforts must be made in a

number of areas to ensure success of the 
event in 1983’. He then makes these 
recommendations.

a) That CIP give renewed consideration to 
the problems of Aero Clubs who do not 
provide the number of judges approved 
at the CIP meeting prior to the World 
Championships.

b) That CIP establish a technical committee 
to produce minimum standards for the 
video equipment to be used at the World 
Championships.

c) That there is a rule requiring the 
publishing of a daily information bulletin 
at World Championships.

d) That a judges’ seminar of at least two full 
days duration using previously recorded 
video tapes is held prior to every World 
RW Championships.

e) That CIP ensure that Training Judges’ 
Seminars proposed to be organised at 
World Championships are conducted to 
the same standard of expertise as the 
work of the International Panel of 
Judges.

f) That a minimum of three judged training 
dives are made a requirement of the rules 
of a World RW Championship. g g

Subscribe to

FFK Offers More!
* News
* Articles
* Interviews
* One full Colour Issue Every Year

S ubscrip tion Rates: 
New Zealand: $6 
Overseas Surface: $10 
Overseas A irm a il: $12

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL OFFICES: 
30A Granger Road, Howick, Auckland, N.Z.



26

SQUARE
TU TO RAM AIR — FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT________________
As the popularity of our sport increases so does 
the range of equipment available to suit our 

needs. In response to this rapidly changing kit 

situation rules and regulations have evolved to 

ensure high standards of safety. One area 

where the regulations have changed drastically 

are those concerning the use or ram air type 

canopies or the “square”. This canopy now 

completely dominates the experienced side of 

our sport. Since the majority of jumpers now 

using squares the safe transition from round to 

ram air must be of highest importance, it is a 
big step up in performance and handling. In 

response to this the regulations initially were 

‘D ’ licence minimum. However, this regulation 

reflected the widely held belief that the squares 

were dangerous, which initially they were. With 

continued development and improvements the 

square has become much safer and more 

people were applying for permission to jump 

ram air prior to ‘D ’ licence. As a result of this 
pressure the regulation was eventually 

established at category 9 plus 25 high 
performance round canopy jumps. The jumper 

concerned being briefed in the use of a square 
by an instructor. The idea of these regulations 

is to help the transition from round to square. 

However, with these changes a serious flaw in 

the idea has evolved making, in my opinion, 

this transition dangerous.

Mandatory round jumps
The mandatory 25 high performance round 

canopy jumps has introduced a number of 

changes in the habits of progressing students.
1. Very few are buying high performance 

round canopies.
2. Most are buying a square before they are 

qualified tp jump it.

3. The responsibility of providing high 

performance canopy jumps has fallen on 

clubs.

With reference to this last point, clubs have 

bought second hand equipment i.e. Para 

Commanders, Pathfinders, Papillions etc. 

normally in a wide range of pack/harness systems 

ranging from a mini system to a super pro etc. At 

any one club therefore several high performance 
round canopy systems could be available for use. 

Thus a student having done approximately 50 

jumps on virtually the same equipment transfers 

to several different systems for the next 25 jumps. 

Such things as the position of the ripcord, reserve 

tie down system and handle, and canopy release 

do vary. This means a student is continually 

having to change his ideas on the equipment.

At the same time as this constant changing of kit 

the student is faced with the new feature of 

cut-a-way drills, learning how to fly a high 

performance round canopy and having the often 

stressful situation of early Relative Work. Coupled 
with this high stress situation these older types of 

container systems, which are rarely used outside 

this progression period, have many associated 

faults and problems. Canopy releases are 

normally of the 1 or IV2 shot, R2, or R3 type,

coupled with an extractored chest mounted 

reserve. The reserve procedures for these types of 

systems are complex, and the canopy releases are 

composed of hardware which after cut-a-way, are 

a potential hazard when using a chest mounted 

reserve. Dust covers, toggles, lanyards etc. are left 

on the harness and must be covered before 
deployment of the reserve. Many of the problems 

on this type of equipment are highlighted in the 

fatality at Strathallan in 1979. In response to this 

fatality reserve procedures were changed but this 

does not solve the inherent problems of this 

equipment in use. In addition to these problems 

on conventional types of equipment they are also 

large, bulky, heavy pieces of kit which are often 

uncomfortable to wear and hinder the learning of 
Relative Work skills.

Inexperienced instructors
To add to this situation we have young 

instructors appearing on the scene, through no 

fault of their own, have a very limited experience 

on the high performance round canopy, the 

teaching of packing, canopy handling, and 

cut a way drills will soon be left to persons who 

have only 25 jumps worth of information to pass 
on to our category 8 students. But ask the same 

instructor to give a briefing for a ram air canopy in 
a modem system, and I’m sure a far more 

comprehensive break down on the use of such 
equipment would be given.

Let me take a few lines from the BPA Manual, 
ten qualities of a sport parachute instructor. Quote 

paragraph 9 “. . .  he will however be called upon 

to give advice and in order to do so he must 

understand parachuting in all its aspects. . .  ”.

Paragraph 10 “... in order to avoid the 

acceptance of risks he must in the first place 

recognise them as such, and in order to achieve 

the standard of knowledge which this demands, 

he must be dedicated to his responsibilities. Until, 

therefore, he has a sound knowledge of all 
aspects of the sport coupled with considerable 

practical experience and ability to instruct. . . ”

(What is the solution or method of relieving this 

problem?) If one looks at the equipment that 

experienced jumpers are using today in terms of 

packs and harnesses, we find the large majority of 

them are using tandem systems incorporating a 

single point release cut-a-way such as the 3 ring 

circus, YES, eagle wrap etc. This type of release 

system has been incorporated because it has 

shown itself to be simple and reliable without 

involving too much on the part of the jumper. To 

operate a single point release one simply locates 2 
handles, pulls one then the other to operate the 

reserve. This compares very favourably with the 

procedures for a chest mounted reserve cut-a-way 

i.e. locate and pull off 2 covers, locate and pull 2 

lanyards then pull together, then apply counter 

pressure to a reserve while locating and pulling a 

handle at the same time as rolling onto one’s 

back, then covering the used capewells.

Perhaps the simplest solution would be to 

incorporate a high performance round canopy in 

a modem tandem system, but this idea hits 

problems. A progression student wouldn’t buy 

such a system because they only have to do 25 
high performance round canopy jumps, and most 

people want a square. Therefore it goes back to 

the clubs. Most clubs cannot afford to provide

such a piece of equipment on the grounds of cost. 

Too much money is involved changing to modem 

systems. When these points are considered 

therefore it would seem that we are still no nearer 

to a solution for improving the safety of the 

transition from C9 to squares via the high 

performance round canopy. However a solution 

could present itself by coverting directly from C9 

TU to ram air canopies.
Much of the reasoning behind the 25 high 

performance round canopy jumps is to help the 
student make the transition to such a h’igh 

performance canopy as square safer by having an 

intermediate stage with a higher performance than 

a TU but lower than a square. However it is open 

to debate as to whether the risks involved in using 

a high performance round canopy are not greater 

than if they progressed directly to a square in a 
modem tandem system. Development data from 

Para-flite involving the ram air reserve suggest that 

the square is now safer in terms of opening 

characteristics and that the greatest chance of 
malfunction is when using a round. A situation, if 

this point is correct, has evolved that a student 

stands the greatest risk of having a malfunction 

while using conventional equipment, with its 

inherent problems outlined earlier. This could 

happen during what is normally regarded as the 

most stressful period of parachuting, in other 

words when he/she is least able to take immediate 

reaction to a malfunction with its complex 

procedures. It is my opinion that all these 

problems can be reduced by direct conversion to 

a ram air in a modem system. A modem system 

i.e. Wonderhog, with a ram air main also has 
many problems associated with it, all of which can 

be overcome by a comprehensive programme of 

teaching to use the equipment and a “first jump 

course” involving the new equipment. Such a 

course would, for example, take a day involving 6 

students and 1 instructor covering all aspects of 

what is, in effect, a ‘new sport’ e.g. how the new 

kit opens, flies, packs and problems associated 
with it. Also how to assemble and maintain the 
equipment which the students will inevitably buy 

for themselves if they haven’t done so already. An 
ideal situation would be to re-educate a jumper 

into using the equipment they have bought 

themselves. This type of programme would 

involve every aspect of maintaining and using the 

equipment generating a much higher level of 

safety in the next generation of experienced 

jumpers. Practical jumping would be done and 

maximum supervision in only ideal weather 

conditions.

This system will encourage people ter seek 

advice on buying equipment and create a much 
higher sense of safety. A programme of this type 

would be supervised by the same instructor 

throughout, maintaining continuity. The 

programme will be monitored for a number of 

square jumps under supervision before being 

cleared to jump the system unsupervised in the 

next stage of progression. This progression from 

TU to ram air on achieving ‘C ’ licence. This 

qualification might involve written permission to 
jump squares unsupervised and achieving a type 

of canopy/equipment licence. This could involve 

being cleared to jump different types of modem 

equipment. Whatever happens a programme of 

this cannot be started lightly and a fuller outline of 

the procedures follows.
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LESSON PLANS
1. Equipment

a. Explain and show differences between certain types of tandem 
systems on the market, how the assemblies function, for and 
against TSO, advice on what to buy. If a student has own 
equipment incorporate it into lecture.

b. Introduction to canopies, explain differences between 5 and 7 
cell rates of descent with various payloads, pack volume and 
weight.

c. Unpack main canopy show opening sequence, stretch it out 
and examine entire assembly showing points of normal wear 
and tear, advise on care maintenance, disconnect from harness 
explaining how cut-a-way system works.

d. Activate reserve, as above examine canopy, show opening 
sequence, explain BPA 90 day repack cycle.

2. Canopy Handling
a. Using diagrams, explain how canopy performs in flight when 

controls are used as per any good flight manual. Introduce after 
opening checks...
Full canopy on heading no twists.
End cells inflated — pump down risers.
Slider up — pump down risers.
Connector links — secure.
Cut-a-way cables and pad in place.

b. If conditions favourable, take canopy outside inflate into wind, 
with student in harness, so to get feel and look of canopy, play 
with controls, a lot can be learnt here.

c. Over to landing area, watch as many descents as possible in 
time available.

3. Classroom
Introduce students to BRIEF FOR FIRST RAM AIR PARACHUTE
JUMPS, a good idea here would be to photocopy the paper as a
hand out.

4. Practical, upright suspended harness
To get students to practise the above drills using both control lines,
get them to talk through a normal descent, i.e.
a. Deployment of main.
b. Canopy and equipment checks.
c. All round observation.
d. Practise the control range up to landing.

5. Malfunctions — low speed
Twists must be kicked out if at 2000ft still very bad, cut-a-way.
Connector links open i.e. distorted, cut-a-way.
a. Brake off left or right ... pull down same side riser. Level off 

canopy, if near another jumper steer away using risers only. 
Release the brake that is still on, carry on as normal. If brake 
line is snapped use back risers throughout. Land in safe area. If 
uncontrolled spiral persists, cut-a-way.

b. Obvious holes and tears, if it affects normal handling of canopy 
i.e. great distortion, sluggish response, cut-a-way.

c. Broken lines. If canopy can be flown and is full and responds to 
controls stay with it, as above if great distortion is visible and 
canopy is unresponsive, cut-a-way.

d. Excessive distortion and no visible cause normally due to 
bridle line bag lock on top surface, when twin line or the V 
shape bridle is used, knot can appear and restrict bag from 
going to top of line. Normal action is to cut-a-way. 
(Recommend convert to single bridle line.)

e. Pilot chute below undersurface of canopy if not interfering with 
handling of canopy carry on, if wrapped around lines causing 
uncontrolled turns, cut-a-way.

S s e  S kydiving
PARACHUTING'S NEWS MAGAZINE

The international newsmagazine of sport parachuting. Read 
about the equipment, events, techniques, people and places 
of skydiving. Free sample copy. Foreign rates: 12 issues: 
US $15 (surface mail), US $48 (air mail). Payment by 
international money order or U.S. currency must accompany 
order. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Write 
today to:

Dept. E, PO Box 189 
Deltona, FI 32725, USA

Malfunctions — high speed
a. Total loss of throw away pilot chute toggle, deploy reserve.
b. Throw away pilot chute caught on arm during extraction from 

pocket, or caught on equipment if visible and is obviously not 
going to inflate, deploy reserve. If in doubt, cut-a-way first.

c. Pilot chute in tow, cut-a-way, deploy reserve.
d. One side riser activation, cut-a-way, deploy reserve.
e. Streaming malfunction normally due to slider foul up, 

cut-a-way, deploy reserve.
f. Streaming malfunction due to bag mouth lock foul up (not 

common nowadays) cut-a-way, deploy reserve.

6. Pull out pilot chute deployment systems
If at pull time, the soft pull out pilot chute handle cannot be 
located, deploy reserve straight away. Any other type of 
malfunction listed above must be cut-a-way, due to the fact that, 
even if handle is pulled then lost, through fumbling the main pack 
tray will be open.

7. Cut-a-way drills single point release
If canopy has not deployed after a count of 4000, from the 
moment the pilot chute has been released, you are in an 
emergency situation, cut-a-way drills must be initiated, as follows.
a. Look down and locate cut-a-way pad RIGHT.
b. Locate ripcord handle LEFT.
c. Check below is CLEAR.
d. LEGS BACK peel off pad and pull.
e. Check harness LEFT and RIGHT main suspension points.
f. Deploy reserve.
If stiff pull is experienced discard cut-a-way pad, two hands to 
ripcord handle. If oneside main riser does not disconnect, discard 
cut-a-way pad, release it manually with right hand, then deploy 
reserve.
Comprehensive written examination at end.

First Ram Air Descent ________________
The student should wear the equipment at least two hours before 
jump, mentally going through the emergency procedures, until all 
parts of the gear can be touched with eyes closed, certainly 20 
minutes continuously before emplaning.

The first descents can be carried out as per Mike Winwood’s 
schedule with the exception, I would prefer the exercises to be seen to 
be performed over a period of 10 jumps, with the course instructor 
talking student down during the latter part of descent, to ensure an 
injury free landing. If club has ground to air radio all the better, but it’s 
not crucial.

When these 10 descents have been completed relative work can 
then be started, introduced on a one to one basis only for the next 15 
descents, with an instructor, or jumper of undisputed relative work 
ability, cleared by the CCI.

On completion of the 25 ram air descents the jumper can apply for 
equipment licences, i.e. full packing test to be given, plus answering 
questions on care and maintenance on the system as a complete unit.

So, there it is, the transition is complete, safely, with the jumper far 
more aware of the equipment that is on his back. Using the best that 
modem technology can provide.

PHIL MERCER D2240

YOUR AVIATION LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE 
IF YOU DO NOT REGULARLY RECEIVE 

AND READ A COPY OF

‘PARACHUTIST’
the world's largest monthly parachuting magazine and the official 
publication of the United States Parachute Association. First in the 
field with news of parachuting activities, skydiving equipment and 
techniques, safety procedures, advance notice of meets and 
resultats of competition jumping. Be up to date, know about the latest 
advancements in professional and recreational parachuting in the 
USA and around the world. Enjoy seeing prize winning photographs 
of parachutists in action. All this and more. Send cheque or money 
order for $18.50 for a year's subscription ($45.00 for air rates).

UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
806 15th Street, NW., Suite 444, Washington DC 20005, USA
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COMMON KNOWLEDGE by 
Dave Howerski____________
In the last five months there have been to my 

knowledge at least five fatalities from ‘total’ type 

malfunctions on modem tandem systems. I 

include USA casualties in these figures. These five 
individuals represent a sum total of experience in 

excess of 5,000 jumps. Four of them were 
engaged in Relative Work!

The statistics over the last few years have all 

been showing a leaning towards two particular 

groups of people:

1) THE VERY EXPERIENCED JUMPER

2) THE OLDER OR MORE MATURE JUMPER 

No accident is ever straightforward. The

combination of many things, insignificant in 

themselves, can produce a fatal situation. 

However, I believe the following points to be the 

main contributors to some of our current statistics.

The location of new and 
innovative main parachute 
deployment devices________
The choice of systems on the market today is a 

wide one. Each system has its advantages and 
disadvantages. Where is your main handle, pull- 
out, throw-away, located? Can it be knocked-off 

on exit? Is it possible for other jumpers to dislodge 
it? If it moves can you find it? When you rush to 

use it, can you see it clearly and grasp it easily? 

Will it operate smoothly in one single movement?

The only thing I can say here, is that if I was 

driving a car at 120mph towards a brick wall, I 

would not want the braking device hidden 

underneath a cushion in the boot!

Yet many popular and current Tandem 

Systems are designed like that!

To sum up then 1 would advise potential 

purchasers of equipment to look for the following 

criteria, with regard to the main parachute 

deployment device:

a) You can easily see it;

b) You can easily get hold of it;
c) It is difficult or impossible for outside influences 

to dislodge it;

d) It operates smoothly with one single action.

Total disregard for time (i.e. 
time to impact)______ _____
Our biggest enemy in an emergency situation is 
time. With modem equipment and proper training 

techniques today’s static line student shouldn’t 

encounter anything worse than a slow partial 

malfunction with a 'time to impact’ of between 

60-90 seconds. However all training if it is to be 

any good at all, should be aimed at the worst 

eventuality. The worst eventuality that a static 

liner could encounter is: TOTAL

MALFUNCTION, STREAMING MALFUNCTION 

(TIME TO IMPACT—  14-17 SECS).

Not very much time really. As you become a 

more experienced jumper the above facts recede 

into the past. You feel quite confident that you can 

handle this situation comfortably. In fact most 

experienced jumpers actually believe themselves 

to be in less of a rush situation and quite often 

think of themselves as having MORE TIME to deal 
with this type of malfunction!

This is absolutely wrong, as an experienced 

jumper you will have LESS TIME!

Once you reach terminal velocity you will cover 

1000ft every 5 seconds. So 2000ft is exactly 10 

seconds from impact.

Let us examine this from the time view point. 

You finish your RW at 3500ft and turn and track 

for 5 seconds, flare wave and pull. At this point 

here the average jumper is 12 SECS FROM 

IMPACT. If you now have, a lost pull and, or 

towed pilot chute it will probably take you at least 

another 3 seconds to realise something is wrong. 

You are now 9 SECS AWAY FROM IMPACT.
You now have to do something, this isn’t a 

canopy malfunction. It is a different drill to that 

one. You will probably spend at least a couple of 

seconds figuring out what to do and then do it!

You are now 7 SECS AWAY FROM IMPACT. 
Do the wrong thing now and you stand a good 

chance of getting killed. Nobody wants to spoil the 

fun and enjoyment of skydiving or lessen the 

sense of exhilaration and achievement we all get 

from it. But, be aware of TIME.

Completely wrong 
emergency prodedure______
There are two really horrific areas here. The first 

are in the ‘two hundred drill’ and the second are in 

the ‘total malfunction procedure’.

I will discuss both of these at some length as I 

believe that the situation must be clarified.

‘ERGONOMICS’ —  the study of efficiency of 
persons in their working environment. A common 

fallacy is that the brain is sight orientated with one 

side of the body and sound orientated with 

another side. Therefore if you were looking at a 

malfunction it would be better to use one side, say 

the left hand rather than the right, to operate your 

emergency drills. Certainly in the design of 

motorcycles all the braking systems are confined 

to one side. After some lengthy discussion I have it 

on good authority that it doesn’t really matter 

which hands are employed as the ‘stimuli’ effect in 

this situation overcomes any normal brain to body 

general co-ordination rules! However it does help 

if the pulling actions are in the same direction. 

Natural co-ordination from the psychologist’s 
point of view will be assisted if both pulls, 

cut-away and reserve were made from the vertical 

axis of the body, out to the same side. In other 

words your natural body/brain co-ordination will 

be for the right hand to be able to pull down and 

out and away from the right side of the body. 

Your left hand will be co-ordinated to pull down 

and out and away from the left side of the body.

The cut-away pad has to be peeled off first and 

therefore presents another slight difference in 

actions and thus some of the psychologist’s rules 
don’t apply here!

Single operation systems where the main and 

reserve are cut-away with one action have not yet 

been generally accepted by the market. The 

problem being that there is no guarantee that the 

main canopy will be clear before the reserve 

activates. Possible future developments will 

probably see the S O S. systems eventually in 
common use.

Today however sees most of us using tandem 
systems with separate reserve handles and cut

away pads. If a simultaneous two handed drill is 

used it will almost inevitably prove to be extremely 
dangerous.

In the worst situation the reserve can be fired 
accidentally before the main has been cut-away. 

In the best situation a simultaneous pull will put 

the reserve pilot chute 12.8 feet over your head 

before the main risers separate.
The distances involved are:

Reserve Pin Movement - 30 mm 

Cutaway Cable Movement = 150mm.

Times involved:

Pulling action time say Viosec = 0.1 secs 

High speed malfunction = 160 ft per sec.

Estimated time betwen cutaway wire and ripcord 

pin clearance = 0.08secs.

Mathematics =  160 Vsec x 0.8sec = 12.8 FEET
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So a simultaneous pull is an extremely 

dangerous practice. It is also indicative of idiot 

logic and lack of self confidence.
The correct emergency procedure for a main 

canopy malfunction is as follows:

Use a single hand for the operation of the 

cutaway pad and discard the pad. Use the same 
single hand for the operation of the reserve handle 

after your main risers have separated.

We now come to the second ‘horrific area’. The 

‘total malfunction procedure’. For some obscure 

reason this has always been an unnecessary area 

of controversy and it shouldn’t be. The problem 

seems to be one of recognition. Experienced 

jumpers consistently fail to recognise that they are 

in a ‘total’ situation. The following are ‘total’ 

situations:

1) Inability to operate the main deployment 
device;

2) Lost pull out;

3) Towed pilot chute;

4) Deployment device operated but main 

container stays closed;

5) Deployment device jammed or stuck;

6) Deployment device operated but normal 

opening shock not experienced, jumper still in 
free-fall, no apparent reason for this?

In every one of these situations the correct drill 

is TO IMMEDIATELY OPERATE YOUR 

RESERVE HANDLE.

That is the ‘total malfunction drill’ and it is very 

simple!

I have heard current solutions to the towed pilot 

chute or twisted handle line situation described as 

follows:

a) Reach behind you and pull it open;
b) Roll on your back and cut it with a knife and 

then deploy your reserve.

In the last three months I have read of a fatality 

involving both of the above ‘solutions’. If you pull 

it open you can horseshoe your main into what 

was —  A CLEAN PLATFORM FOR 

DEPLOYMENT OF YOUR RESERVE. If you roll 
on your back to cut it, you will more than likely 

strike the ground before you even get the knife 

out!

If you cut-away first, then again you have put 

flapping risers into your CLEAN PLATFORM 

FOR DEPLOYMENT AREA, not a good idea.

The other viewpoint is the danger of a towed 

pilot chute entangling with the reserve. A diaper- 
deployed reserve will lessen this possibility, as will 

a free bag system.

To sum up then it is totally futile to cut-away, in 

a total situation you should follow the ‘total drill’ 

—  IMMEDIATELY PULL YOUR RESERVE.

TIME IN SECS
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The more experienced jumper has a tendency 

to play around with a total problem. He is afraid to 

be embarrassed on the ground and have to admit 

that he or she either couldn’t locate the main 

deployment device or couldn’t operate it. The 

natural tendency being to stay with it, and just 

keep cool and have one more go at finding it!

I would recommend one attempt only because 
if it isn’t there you are using up valuable time and 

altitude. Better to be embarrassed and deploy 

your reserve than to stay cool and wind up dead.

Slow reactions____________
Three factors here will indicate your speed in 

reacting to an emergency situation:

1) Your state of training;

2) Your age;

3) Your standard of physical fitness.

It is a real fact of life, but one that we must 
accept, that as you get older you will get slower.

You should attempt to keep yourself at a basic 

minimum standard of physical fitness. This will 

help to keep you mentally alert, and well co

ordinated with functioning reflexes.

Your state of training is simply to be familiar 

with your own emergency drills and in particular 

with the equipment you are using.

Know the different situations you can arrive in 

with your particular deployment device and know 

exactly what you are going to do. The next time 

you repack your reserve, do your drills with your 
kit on. Do them several times for each different 
situation.

If you change equipment, study the new gear 

and see if your drills will change.

Finally remember fear is healthy, it keeps you 

alive.

No automatic opening device
When you look at those old photographs of the 

1930s barnstormers doing a double pull off from 

either side of a biplane at 300 ft with no reserves, 
your reaction is this: ‘Downright crazy, they must 
have been mad’.

I can assure you that when the skydiving 

generation of 2025 hears about you guys with 

1000 plus altitude jumps without an AOD, they 
won’t believe that people were that crazy.

The AOD will inevitably become mandatory for 
all skydives. The arguments for AODs far

CAMERA JUMPING — 
Injury Enquiry
The following letter has been received from American 
cameraman Rick Snow. It is self explanatory. Anyone 
interested in filling out a questionnaire, get in touch with the 
BPA office.

1982 Tall Tree Drive 

Atlanta, Georgia 30324

Dear Fellow Cameraman,

As a result of a recent neck injury caused by skydiving with a helmet-mounted 

camera I began researching various skydiving publications to determine if 

anyone had ever written anything on camera-related injuries. Apparently I’m in 

virgin territory since I was unable to locate a single paragraph on the subject.

The information I hope to gain comes a bit late for me, Fm afraid. My injury, 

though it is not serious yet, is permanent and will probably get worse if I continue 

jumping the camera. We may, however, spare other experienced and aspiring 

cameramen the pain or injury most of us have felt if we can come up with some 

valid data on what causes the injuries and how they can be prevented or 
reduced.

To get the information for an article 1 need your help. I need to know if you as 

a cameraman have ever experienced any camera-related injuries and if so how 

did you treat them? Please complete the enclosed questionnaire and return it to 

me as soon as possible. 1 know it looks long and involved, but most of the 

questions can be answered in a few words. Others may take a few sentences. 

Please don’t hurry through it just to get it back in the mail and out of the way. 

Remember that the data I publish will only be as good as the answers I receive. 

Be as concise and accurate as you can and use additional paper if necessary. An 

addressed and stamped envelope is enclosed for your convenience. All 

responses will be strictly confidential.

Thanks in advance for your time. Many up-and-coming cameramen will 

appreciate it.

Sincerely yours,

RICK SNOW

outweighs any idiotic logic against 

them.

SUMMARY 
Enjoy your jumping, use your 

common sense and know what YOU 

ARE GOING TO DO!

D. L. HOWERSKI, D102

Special thanks to G eoff Hins/ey — 

Mathematics; D r Alan Beaton — 

Psycho/ogy Dept, University of 
Swansea.

P. S. from Larry Jaffe:

USPA is cooperating fully with 

Rick Snow in developing this 

project, which we believe will 

help produce valuable and 

important material for 

Parachutist magazine as well as 
information to be shared with 

our own National Safety & 

Training Committee. We echo 

Rick in ‘thanking you in 
advance for your time’ and 

hope that you will cooperate by 

answering this short 

questionnaire as fully and as 

promptly as you can. Thanks.

LARRYJAFFE 

Editor, Parachutist

RW Suits
CUSTOM OR STANDARD

P + P

£45 I \  100%
acrylic

7 Ecroyd Park 
Credenhill 

Hereford HR4 7EL 
Tel: Hereford (0432) 760732
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9th DECEMBER 1981

Present:

G. C. P. Shea-Simonds 

P. W. Ritchie 

J. P. Corr 

D. Waterman 

D. Tylcoat 

J. L. Thomas 

J. H. Hitchen 

Apologies:

L. Melville

D. Kenny 

A. Rose

E. T. Lewington 

!n Attendance:

C. W. Port

Chairman BPA 

Chairman Finance Committee 

Co-opted Members:

D. Hennessy RAFSPA 

R. G. Gays

C. Pyper

A. Adams

Chairman Competitions Committee 

J. Laing Chairman STC 

R. O ’Brien

D. Peacock NCSO

Secretary General BPA

Item 44/81

Minutes of Previous Meeting

1.EGM 29 October 1981

Proposed by J. L. Thomas and seconded by J. P. Corr 

that the minutes of the EGM be accepted as a true record.

Carried Unanimously

2. Council Meeting 29 October 1981

Proposed by P. W. Ritchie and seconded by D. Tylcoat 

that the minutes of the meeting be accepted.

Carried Unanimously 
It was brought to Council’s attention by D. Waterman 

that in his opinion the minutes of other Committees, 

included in the Council minutes did not always reflect the 

amount of discussion which had taken place, and he 

wanted these minutes to be more fully written.

The Secretary General pointed out that he had been 

specifically requested in the past to keep the Council 

minutes as brief as was possible.

Council decided that in future copies of the draft 

Council Minutes should be sent to the Chairman of each 

Committee in order that they could decide whether the 

reports of their Committees were in fact full enough, and 

they should then contact the Chairman.

It was pointed out by the Secretary General that the 

minutes of each and every Committee were ratified by 

Council and this was stated in the Council minutes.

The Chairman, G. C. P. Shea-Simonds, said tht if any 

member wished to see a copy of any Committee Meeting 

then they need only contact the office and a copy would 

be sent to them.

It was also agreed that it might be possible toliold the 

EGM at Kimberley House in the future.

Matters Arising

a Assistant to National Coach and Safety Officer

The paper prepared by the Secretary General on the 

above subject was accepted by Council. The Chairman 
would provide a covering letter to accompany the 

report for submission to The Sports Council, 

b Council Elections 

D. Hennessy, RAFSPA, had written to the Chairman to 

ask whether the matter could be looked at again, with 

the possibility of re-submitting nominations and then 

conducting a ballot. The Chairman had replied that the 

Council had considered the subject at some length and 

it was, probably, a little to late in the day to alter the 

situation again. He said that we had learned from the 

problems which had arisen this year and that such a 

situation could not occur again. D. Hennessy said that 

he fully appreciated the situation and was quite content 

to stand by the decision already reached by Council at 

the last meeting.

To date six people had asked for their names to be 

considered for co-option. There was some indecision 

concerning the fact of voting rights for co-opted 

members. The Secretary General would investigate the 

situation via the Memoranda and Articles of Association 

and past minutes to discover the actual position relating 

to the problem, and would report in the first instance to 

the Chairman, 

c. Video

D. Waterman said that he now had the video legs. But 

he thought that until such time as some sort of standard 

was laid down by the CIP, the Association should hold 

fire in any purchase. He had not been able, to date, to 

find any equipment on the market which he felt would 

fill all the requirements.

The Chairman, G. C. P. Shea-Simonds said that this 

idea of standardisation and minimum standards was 

included in his Chief Judge’s Report to the CIP on the 

World Championships so at least the matter was now in 

the system. He had hopes that a working party would 

be set up to investigate and report, 

d Royal Aero Club Award Night 

The Chairman reported that the occasion was 

successful in that Sport Parachuting made a great 

impact for the second year running. The only problem 

had been that of photographs, he had been given the 

impression that the Association could take its own 

photographs but due to some sort of administration 

error this was not possible. He would raise this again at 

the next meeting of the Royal Aero Club, 

e Photographic Competition 

D. Waterman reported that there had been some 50 

entries in total. Thirty of these had come from members 

of the BPA. He was satisfied that at the judging the best 

selection had been made. The prizes would be 

presented at the AGM on 9th January 1982. The 

winning photographs would be displayed on the static 

display at the AGM.

Item 45/81

Fixed Object Jumping

There was considerable discussion on this subject 

following a letter from Mr. Hills of the IBA, from whose 

masts people had jumped, and the reply sent by the 

Chairman to Mr. Hill and his letter to all clubs.

Council finally agreed on the following that:

“Council reiterates its previous decision that fixed 

object jumping without permission from the Safety and 

Training Committee is not compatible with the aims of 

the Association and could lead to revocation of 

membership of the British Parachute Association. ”

Item 46/81

1. Safety and Training

In the absence of the Chairman of STC, J. Laing, and the 

NCSO D. Peacock the Chairman asked J. L. Thomas to 

present the minutes.

Council ratified the minutes of the above meeting and 

the minutes of the STC will be printed in the journal in 

the usual way.

2. Finance

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, P. W. Ritchie 

presented the minutes of the meeting of 30 November.

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as 

a true redord.

1. Computerisation

The Secretary General had produced a paper on 

Computerisation, (sent to all Council Members) in which 

he suggested that the problems which could arise from 

the installation of an ‘in house’ system and the costs 

involved did not justify going ahead with any scheme at 

this time. The Finance Committee recommend that the 

subject of computerisation be shelved for the time being. 

The Secretary General was able to inform the Committee 

that The Sports Council were in the process of 

investigating the use and possible installation of some 

form of computer system for the future.

2. The Sport Parachutist —  Costings

A letter of explanation had finally been received from the 

printers, in which the reasons for the change in 

quotations were given. The Finance Committee now felt 

that this was adequate and any further discussion should 

now be between the Editor and the printers to ensure that 

year on year the magazine will break even in accordance 

with the Editor’s undertaking to Council.

3. Subscription/Budget Forecast

i The Secretary General was able to inform the 

Committee that some 850 letters had been sent out to 

those members who had joined during the first six 

months of the financial year explaining the Council 

decision to revert to a single renewal date of 31 March. 

He was presently awaiting a list of those who had 

joined after the six months period.

ii The Chairman requested that the appreciation of the 

work carried out by the Secretary General on the 

financial papers be minuted.

The projected deficit for 1981/82 was in the region of 

£13,000. A graph had been compiled showing the trends

in the figures of the Association. There has been a 

downward trend since 1977. The £10 basic renewal fee 

previously proposed would not bring the Association 

back into a surplus situation. The only recourse would be 

to increase the basic renewal rates to £12.50, the Finance 

Committee, therefore, recommend to Council that the 

rate be recommended to the membership at the Annual 

General Meeting. The Finance Committee also 

recommended that in future years the subscription rate 

be increased year on year by at least the rate of inflation.

The Treasurer gave advance notice that he might be 

unable to attend the Annual General Meeting due to 

personal circumstances.

The Finance Committee agreed to recommend that in 

the absence of the Treasurer the Secretary General be 

asked to explain the financial implications and the 

proposal for subscription rate for the ensuing year. D. 

Waterman agreed to prepare some visual aids to assist 

any presentation to be made.

4. Magazine

There was some discussion on the merits of continuing to 

give away a copy of the magazine with each P2 

membership. It was agreed to continue at the moment 

and the Secretary General would discover how the clubs 

felt about this.

5. Assistant to N CSO

The Secretary General had prepared a full paper on the 

appointment of an ANCSO. (Copies sent to all Council.) 

The Finance Committee again stated that the Association 

could not at this time fund any salary without a guarantee 

of 75% grant aid.

Extra Income

It had been suggested that the Association in conjunction 

with Remagate, contact some six companies which would 

like to attempt a “mail shot”. These companies would 

each be charged a certain sum per letter sent. Remagate 

would address envelopes and despatch these letters (six 

pieces of paper in each one) from our Association 

Computer listing of members. There would be no 

disclosure of names etc. to the companies involved. It 

should be possible to attract some £600/£700 extra 

income per attempt.

The Committee recommended that this idea be given a 

trial. The Secretary General would investigate the 

situation in depth, as to possible profit involved. Anyone 

who felt strongly about receiving mail in this way could 

ask to be excluded from the attempt.

Suggestions for Cutting Costs

The Secretary General had put forward some ideas on 

cost cutting.

1. Scholarship Courses

Due to financial straights pertaining at the moment it is 

recommended that Scholarship Courses be stopped (cost 

of Courses sent to all Council).

2. Telephone

It is recommended that all telephoning be kept to the 

afternoon if possible.

3. Mailing

It is recommended that mail to Council members etc. be 

sent out once every 14 days where this does not create 

administration problems.

4. Resale

It is recommended that no new items be purchased for 

resale until the shop sales improve. At the moment the 

Secretary General is only ordering in those items which 

are running down. Strenuous efforts must be made to 

dispose of the stock of inflatable splints.

5. Coaching Officials

It is recommended that wherever possible, officials for PI 

Courses and Competitions are invited from as near to the 

venue as is possible.

Finance for AVGAS/MOGAS Trials 

The Secretary General was tasked with discovering how 

much of the grant of £2,000 had been spent on these 

trials and in which fields it had been spent.

Total sums allocated:

BGA 7,500

BPA 2,000 =  9,800 Spent £9,147

Other 300 Left £  653
New Member of Staff

The Secretary General updated the Committee on the 

staff situation.

Miss S. Sambhi had left the Association to further her 

career (she now runs an office on her own). The



31

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE 

1900 HOURS WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER 1981 
KIMBERLEY HOUSE, LEICESTER

Secretary General had, in consultation with the 

Chairman engaged a new member of staff, Miss Debbie 

Walker. Trudy Kemp had moved to the job which was 

carried out by Sue Sambhi.

The Committee agreed to recommend that the salary 

paid to Trudy Kemp be reviewed on March 1.

Miss Walker had been engaged at £35 per week on a 

six month trial basis.

The Secretary General stated that both young ladies 

were settling into their new posts very satisfactorily.

Staff Annual Xmas Bonus

The Finance Committee recommended an increase of 

10% at the previous year’s figures.

AOB

i 1000 Jum p Award

The Secretary General had proposed that a 1000 jump 

certificate to be given with every 1000 jump badge. Teh 

Finance Committee recommended that this be taken up 

at a modest cost. (A metal plate (one off) would cost in 

the region of £20 and the printing could be carried out on 

the office machine.)

ii Hereford Parachute Club

The club had requested some financial help to defray the 

cost of holding seminars at Hereford (paper already sent). 

After discussion the Finance committee agreed to 

recommend that a grant of £250 be made to the club to 

help defray their costs. It was requested that in future 

clubs approach the Association before rather than after 

the event had taken place.

iii Payment for Adverts in The Sport Parachutist 

There are several advertisers who still owe advertising 
revenue to the Association. The Secretary General has 

sent out final reminders to those well in arrears. The 

Finance Committee see no reason why a normal 

commercial attitude should not be taken by the 

Association.

iv Team Training —  Graz

Prior to travelling to Graz earlier in the year the team 

stopped at Netheravon and a bill was received from the 

APA for Team Training. No reference has been found 
which authorised any team training prior to travelling to 

the Meet.

The Council requested that the Competitions 

Committee examine this question.

v World Championship Costs

As soon as the paperwork is to hand the Secretary 

General would present as usual, an income/expenditure 

account.

vi British Parachute Club

A letter has been received from Mr. O ’Brien to the British 

Parachute Club (copy enclosed), in respect of an offer to 

use £3,500 as a trust fund for the Association to 

administer.

The Finance Committee recommended that this be put 

to Council, but before implementation it would be an 

advantage for a discussion between Mr. L. St. John, Mr. 

M. O ’Brien and the Finance Committee to take place.

The Minutes were ratified
Item 47/81 

Affiliation

An application for Affiliation to the BPA had been 

received from the Shetland Parachute Club.

The NCSO was dealing with the application at the 

moment.

Item 48/81 

AOB

1. Life Policy

A life assurance policy specially designed for sports 

people had been inaugurated by the CCPR insurance 

bureau. The Secretary General would ask if they would 

care to put their literature in the magazine for benefit of 

the membership.

2. Annual General Meeting/Dinner Dance

The Chairman listed the people who had been invited by 

the Association to the Dinner Dance. Mr. G. Robinson, 

Mr. R. Campbell, Mr. Ian Scott-Hill, Col. E. Gardner.

3. CAA
The Chairman appraised Council of a proposed CAA 

Operations Manual and all parachuting would have to be 

conducted in accordance with the manual. Further details 

would be made available when further talks had been 

held.

In conclusion the Chairman thanked all Council for 

their help and support in the past year. The Chairman’s 

report, printed in the December issue of The Sport 

Parachutist would reflect the Association’s situation and 

achievements during the past year.

The Secretary General thanked the Council for their 

support during the year.

The Council thanked the Chairman for his work over 

the period.

Present:

D. Peacock K. Toyer TAS

NCSO Chairman J. H. Hitchen S of FFP 

D. Palmer LIFFT D. T. Hickling BPS

J. L. Thomas Riggers K. Townsend RSA

Q. Rigby Badminton G. Evans TPA

A. E. Rose 

J. Lines

Observers:

Vera Davis 

J. Davis 

N. Perks 

S. Nolan 
K. Kempton

S. Day

Celia Hinchcliffe 

M. Townsend 

J. Whittaker

B. Parker

S. Hall

In the absence of the Chairman, J. Laing, the meeting 

was chaired by D. Peacock, NCSO. A letter from the 

Chairman was read to the meeting in which he thanked 

all members for their support during the past year.

Item 1

CAA —  Draft Operations Manual

This draft had recently been received in the office. A 

summary of the contents was given by the NCSO, who 

emphasised that the Civil Aviation Authority wished it to 

be presented as a consultative document. It was decided 

that the draft would be distributed to all CCIs along with 

the minutes. Input and comment was requested before 

the next meeting in order that the content could fully be 

discussed. (Spare copies of the draft are now available in 

the office for distribution on request to any parachuting 

aircraft operators.)

Item 2

CAA —  Pilots Qualifications

A second letter had been received from CAA reminding 

Clubs of their absolute obligation to ensure that all pilots 

flying parachuting aircraft were in possession 

a of a currently valid pilot’s licence, 

b of a currently valid authorisation issued by the BPA to 

drop parachutists.

CCIs were to take particular note of this as Club 

exemptions were issued by the CAA (on the 

recommendation of BPA) on the assumption that BPA 

regulations were being complied with.

Item 3

Instructors Course 4/81

This had been held at Headcom and, as a result, six 

candidates had qualifed as Advanced Instructors, six as 

Approved Instructors and eleven as Potential Instructors. 

Extension of PI rating of six months was requested by the 

NCSO for R. Marsden and M. Jeanes. This was 

approved.

Item 4

Fixed Object Jumping

The relevant Council minute on this subject was read to 

the meeting. The matter engendered considerable 

discussion resulting in the following statement of policy.

“Any person wishing to make a fixed object jump 

should make application to the STC. If it can be shown 

that the planned descent can be made without 

contravention of Civil or Criminal law, such application 

may be approved”.

A letter from a BPA member who had made a fixed 

object jump in the UK was then read to the meeting. This 

letter was referred to Council.

Item 5

Shetland Sport Parachute Club

Application for affiliation had been received by Council 

and referred to STC to establish the bona fides of the 

CCI, Karl Moritz. It was decided that he should be invited 

to attend Instructor Course 1/82 for a standardisation 

check. If this was not possible, two examiners were to 

travel to Shetland to carry out a check on training and 

operational procedures. The Shetland Sport Parachute 

Club had agreed to pay all expenses of these examiners. 

The NCSO was to liaise with the Club and report back.

The DZ had been recced and cleared by BPA 

Examiner T. Smith. This Clearance was accepted by the 

meeting. It was further agreed that, subject to clearance 

of the CCI as outlined above, the affiliation and operation 

could go ahead without further reference to STC.

Item 6

Riggers Sub-Committee

Two items had been referred to the riggers 

sub-committee —  viz: BTSO for PISA Springhog and the 

development and marketing of Peakin Ram-Air canopies. 

No riggers sub-committee had been convened and these 

two items were to be discussed at the next riggers 

meeting.

J. L. Thomas then raised the matter of plastic ripcord 

handles. An article had previously appeared in “The 

Sport Parachutist”. This was to be circulated to CCIs with 

these minutes. CCIs were further reminded to carry out a 

physical check of ALL plastic handles, which could be 

brittle at low temperatures.

Item 7 

Incidents

1. Weston on the Green

A report had been received of an accident at Weston on 

the Green on 22 October to a jumper landing under a 

spiralling Ram Air canopy. The jumper suffered servere 

injury and was still unconscious. The initial problem had 

been end-cell closure which the jumper had attempted —  

and failed to clear by pulling down the rear risers. 

Although this was the procedure recommended (p24) in 

the Strato Cloud Flight Manual, the Committee were 

unanimously of the opinion that the most effective 

method of clearing ends cells was by use of the brakes. A 

Service Board of Inquiry had been convened and the 

NCSO was to seek further information.

2. Grindale

A report had been received of a hangup at Grindale on 5 

December. The first time student had been cutaway and 

had successfully deployed his reserve. The circumstances 

were enlarged upon by J. Hitchen (DZ Controller) and J. 

L. Thomas who had subsequently examined the 

equipment. It was not fully established at what stage —  

either prior to, during, or after exit, that the line had 

fouled the container. In view of the doubt the committee 

decided that no action should be taken against the 

jumpmaster.

The NCSO then expressed his deep concern at the 

number of hangup incidents occuring and reminded the 

meeting of the obvious potential dangers. Hangups 

occurred either because of basic design faults in the 

equipment used, rigging faults, inadequate flight line 

checks, or poor static line control by the jumpmaster. 

None were excusable and all CCIs were to be fully aware 

of their responsibilities in all four areas. Regarding design 

faults, the NCSO was to request the riggers to produce a 

paper on static line container design and construction 

with a view to future regulation by STC.

3. Reserve repack —  Perris Valley

A report had been received from the RN & RMS PA that a 

pop-top reserve packed by USPA Rigger A. Frisby No. 

276401314 at Perris Valley could not be pulled. The pop 

top had been seated upside down with the short loop in 

the bottom and the long loop in the top hole.

The following actions were to be taken: 

l.In  consultation with J. L. Thomas (FAA Master Rigger) 

the report was to be forwarded with a covering letter to 

the rigger concerned, CCI Perris Valley, USPA and the 

FAA.

2. All jumpers who had reserves packed at Perris were to 

check for operability.

3.G. Evans reminded the meeting that, in the final 

analysis, the onus lay on each individual jumper to 

ensure his kit was fully serviceable before using it. A pin 

check should include check for full and free movement. 

This basic requirement must be complied with.

Item 8 

Exemptions

1. T. Newben-y to act as CCI Scottish Parachute Club.

A letter had been received from T. Smith, resigning as 

CCI at the SPC. It was requested that BPA Instructor T. 

Newberry be granted exemption from BSRs 2.2 to act as 

CCI. T. Newberry had attended the recent Advanced 

Course as an observer and would attempt to qualify as 

soon as possible. The exemption was agreed.

RAPT L. R. Hitchcock RGJ

MPC A. G. Knight Ipswich

Apologies for absence:

J. Laing 

D. Prince,

D. Parker 

P. Cavanagh 

P. Slattery 

W. J. Meacock 

D. Tylcoat 

J. Home 

I. Louttit
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Item 9

Previous minutes and matters arising

Item 2

T. Smith had requested permission to use bag deployed 

systems for early free fall as he preferred these systems. 

The Committee decided no exemption was appropriate 

at the present time. The NCSO pointed out that the 

original recommendation, which referred to parachutists 

of Categories 3-8 inclusive had been incorrectly drafted. 

It should read:

“Free fall bag-deployed systems must not be used by 

parachutists of Categories 3-7 inclusive”.

The correction had been agreed by Board Members. 

Item 11

Vertical Wind Tunnel —  T. Dickson

T. Dickson had written on 29 October, concerning video 

film of this device and asking whether or not BPA would 

be interested in seeing the video at the forthcoming 

Convention. The Committee had expressed interest and 

T. Dickson had been invited. A further letter had been 

received asking whether or not BPA were prepared to 

meet his expenses for the trip. The Committeee decided 

that, in view of the commercial implications of the 

showing, it would be inapproprate to defray T. Dickson’s 

expenses. The minutes were then passed as a true 
record.

Item 10

Any other business

1. Cockerham hangup.

The CCI was to submit a report for the next meeting.

2. F. Sm ith —  extension to PI rating.

Frank Smith had qualified as a PI in November 1980. He 

had been unable to sit the finals because of his medical 

studies. He was still active as a PI at the MPC. This 

request was supported by J. Sharpies, the CCI. A six 

month extension was granted.

3. Kit Transition —  letter from T. Johnson.

This letter, expressing concern at rumours of impending 

legislation concerning equipment to be used for 

PC/Ram-Air transition, was read to the meeting. The 

Committee confirmed that no such legislation was being 

considered but reminded all jumpers that systems to be 

used at this stage were solely at the discretion of the CCI.

4. Club Exemptions ,

A list of Club Exemptions issued by the CCA in 1981 had 

been received in the Office. The NCSO noted that two 

affiliated Clubs —  British Skysports and Duck End did 

not appear on this list. The NCSO was to contact the 

CCIs concerned. Previous minutes item 9.2. refer.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 

2130 hours. Date of next meeting 1900 hours 

Wednesday 3 February 1982 The Post House, 

Braunstone Lane East, Leicester.

Doug Peacock 

National Coach & Safety Officer

Present:

R. Hiatt

R. O ’Brien

P. W. Ritchie

G. C. P. Shea-Simonds

J. L. Thomas

D. Tylcoat

D. Waterman

In Attendance:

C. W. Port

Secretary General BPA

D. Peacock

NCSO BPA

Item 1/82

Election of Chairman

The Secretary General asked for nominations for 
Chairman for the ensuing year.

Proposed by J. L. Thomas and seconded by R. O ’Brien 

that G. C. P. Shea-Simonds be invited to be the 

Chairman for the ensuing year. Carried unanimously.
G. C. P. Shea-Simonds accepted the post of Chairman 

and took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

Item 2/82

Election of Officers

(i) Vice Chairman

Proposed by R. O ’Brien seconded by P. W. Ritchie that 

J. T. Crocker be appointed. Carried.
A vote of thanks was proposed and endorsed to the 

past Treasurer, P. W. Ritchie.

(ii) Treasurer

Proposed by D. Tylcoat and seconded by 

D. Waterman that P. W. Ritchie be appointed. Carried.
It was agreed that the election of Chairmen for STC, 

Competitions and Club Committee be left for discussion 

at the next Council Meeting.

Item 3/82 

Competitions

The NCSO suggested and Council agreed that the date 

for the National Championships should be agreed now so 

that people could plan their year, and that the Nationals 

should be in two parts, Classics and RW.
1. Classic Nationals

Venue Bridlington 29th May to 6th June, with 27th 

and 28th as booking-in and practise days.

2. RW Nationals

To be decided at a later date, but probably towards 

the end of the season.

Item 4/82

Co-opted Members

It was agreed to defer this question to the next Council 

Meeting.

Item 5/82

Regional Representatives

After some discussion it was agreed that this year no 

representatives would be appointed. The Secretary 
General agreed to contact the six regions and request 

them to pass all relevant matters to him at the BPA Office.

Item 6/82

Council Meeting Dates 1982

In an effort to give people an opportunity to plan the year 

ahead the Secretary General had proposed a list of dates 

for Council Meetings for 1982. It was agreed that Council 

Meetings would be held on the following dates.

Wednesday 20th January 1982. Thursday 11th 

February 1982. Thursday 25th March, 1982. Thursday 

13th May, 1982. Thursday 17th June, 1982. Thursday 

29th July, 1982. Thursday 16th September, 1982. 

Thursday 28th October, 1982, EGM/Council. Thursday 
9th December, 1982. All to be held at Kimberley House.

Item 7/82

CIP Meeting 1982

The Chairman reported that the dates for the CIP 

Meeting 25th-27th January, 1982.

Item 8/82 

AOB

1. Affiliation

Council approved the affiliation of the Lincoln 

Parachute Centre. The NCSO would make a visit to 

the Club as soon as his workload allowed.

2. Loans

An application had been received from the PPC for a 

short term (6 month loan) of £3,000. The repayment 

to be front loaded, at 5% per annum repayable as a 

lump sum by the 31st July, 1982. Security to be on 

Cessna 182. Reg. No. GBAGA valued at £7,500. 

Agreed.

3. AGM/DD 1983

The Secretary General was requested to book the 

Centre Hotel for the next year’s function.

TURKEY BOOGIE
by T D Stratton____________
Named after the fastest flying bird in the United 

States, the Thanksgiving Holiday meet at Perris 

Valley Paracenter in California taught skydivers 

from all over the world how to do what turkeys do 

naturally; fly in the sky. It was billed as a relative 

work (RW) camp, complete with tents, cold 

showers, some bad weather, and most important, 

the opportunity to learn the art of freefall from the 
masters.

Jed O ’Reilly, a computer technician from 

England, was a student at the camp put on by the 

New Dimensions Flite School and the 4-D world 

record setting team. With several years in the 

sport, and over 250 jumps, Jed was still having 
problems getting into formations, so he signed up 

for the nine-day course. What he got for his 
$50.00 registration fee was unlimited dives with 

any of 42 instructors boasting an average of over 

1200 jumps’ experience level.

He made several blasts from the wide door 

Twin Otter and the two DC 3s under the tutelage 

of Frank Rens, a member of the Belgian national 

team, which placed 6th in the recent World Meet.
‘Relax’, he was told, over and over again. That

was the key. And each time he went out with his 

instructor and one or two other students, he 

practiced. And each time he discussed his 

problems with his instructor on the ground, 

usually with the aid of instant video TV replay.

Students were video taped as they fell, almost 

two out of every three jumps, either by the ground 

to air ‘dream machine’, or by one of the five 

camera men carrying color cassette recorders. 

Before he could finish packing his chute, he was 

watching the replay in the viewing room of the 
new building next to the packing area. As they 

say, the camera never lies, and Jed, who has a 
tendency to exaggerate, had to admit his 

mistakes... and learn from them.

Learning involves trying new experiences, and 

by mid week, Jed’s confidence increased. He 

manifested on the early morning loads, at half 

price, which were organized each day for anyone 

wanting to earn a Star Crest badge (SCR or SCS). 

Each time he tried, he missed getting in, and by 

Friday, he was only two days away from returning 

home to England.
A big part of the New Dimensions Flite School 

is the lecture program, which Jed attended nearly 

every evening in the large classroom. On the first 

Sunday of the week, it was the venerable Pat 

Works, author of Parachuting: The A rt o f Freefall

Relative Work. On Wednesday night, film maker 

Carl Boenish ran the projetor and spoke for four 

hours, showing movies on skydiving in general, 

and on his favorite pursuit, jumping from buildings 

and other fixed objects. How-to talks were also 

given on combating stress in parachuting, buying 

the right jumpsuit, and flying canopies in 
formation (CRW).

All in all, Jed must have been paying attention. 

On Friday, on the second SCR attempt of the day, 
he made it in. And no one of the over 100 

students at the boogie was happier than him as he 

collected the required signatures from the other 

people that made it in the circle. Only incidentally, 
he became a Freak Brother during the same jump.

On the last Sunday, he was ready to relax with 

fellow Englishman, Rod Bartholomew, who 

passed the 100 jump level during the meet. They 

planned to make a leap from a hot air balloon 

made available daily by a local club. Later, he and 

other friends from England made a near perfect 

RW jump, recorded on colour slides by Australian 
freefall photographer, Tony Dale.

All’s well that ends well, and Jed’s ten hour 

flight back to London was probably filled with 

thoughts of returning for next year’s Turkey 
Boogie.
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•  Our RW Training Camp ?
•  The Two DC-3's?
• The pool, the bar, the bunkhouse? 
•Perhaps it ’s the international clientele . .

Whatever it is, it makes

the
"CHOICE OF THE MAJORITY"

2091 Goetz Rd., Perris, CA 92370 (714) 657-3904

FLIGHT SAFETY 
BULLETIN

“ S A F E T Y  T H R O U G H  K N O W L E D G E "  

Subscribe by sending £1.50 annual subscription to: 

G ENERAL A V IA T IO N  SAFETY C O M M ITT E E  
33 Church Street, Henley-on-Tham es,

RG9 1SE

SIX SIZES... AND A MULTITUDE 
OF STYLES AND COLOUR COMBINATIONS

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY...
FOR BRITISH PARA VENTURES' 1981 BROCHURE

BRITISH PARA VENTURES
14d BRICKFIELDS ROAD, WORCESTER 

or Telephone Worcester 25983 or 24203 (Office Hours) 
or Worcester 51690 (Evenings or Weekends)

A  ^^ClcUtcOK(̂ 2iU>cUjUtf
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE CENTRE HOTEL -  LEICESTER -  9th JANUARY 1982

In the presence of some 190 members.

Minutes

The Chairman welcomed the members to the Annual 

General Meeting, and said how delighted he was that so 

many people had managed to come despite the appalling 

weather conditions over the weekend.

1 Report of the Council

The Chairman, G. C. P. Shea-Simonds presented the 

annual report of the Council, which had already been 

printed and distributed to all members in the December 

issue of The Sport Parachutist.
The updated statistics relating to membership were 

given.

Renewal 3,644

New Full 1,112

P4 1,148

P2 12,961

Scottish 506

Associate 94

19,465

The Chairman reported an increase in P2 membership 

since the publication of the figures in the report, this could 

only be good for the Clubs and the Association, as the 

strength of the Association depended upon the Clubs and 

the individual membership. Council was very aware of 

the support which was given by the Clubs. The Council 

had wished to find some way of increasing help to the 

Clubs, and a Club Committee had been formed, under 
the Chairmanship of J. R. H. Sharpies. This Committee 

had had a certain amount of success, but the most 

important fact learned had been that there must be 

communication, and so he asked everyone to feed in as 

much as possible to the Club Committee. A good deal of 

money had been outlayed, this year, in loans to Clubs, 

and he reiterated that if any club felt in need of financial 

assistance then they should approach Council and if 

possible help would be given.

The Safety and Training Committee had had a 

worthwhile year, and despite the fact that the 

Association’s safety record was good, it was not good 

enough while there was even one fatality. He said that we 

should all be saddened at the death of Edith Summers in 

the USA in January, she was the oldest lady member of 

POPs. All of us, he said, who had anything to do with 

training must remember that safety is our responsibility. 

The discussion at the convention on the need for training 

on jumping Ram Air Canopies was well in place, and has 

given the Safety and Training Committee something 

really tangible to look at in the coming year.

In his opinion, the Chairman said, the instructors are 

unsung heroes of the sport, these are the people who 

forgo many things to start and to progress people in our 

sport.

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, P. Ritchie 

had done an excellent job in guiding the Committee in its 

work. He pointed out that the accounts presented at the 

EGM were those for the previous financial year and were 

at that time not under the control of the present 

Treasurer. There had been a deficit of some £3,500 and 

£2,000 of this had been a grant to help in the MOGAS 

trials which in the long term could only be of benefit to 

the Association.

The Competitions Committee had guided the sport 

well over the year. The Nationals had been the largest to 

date. There had been successful participation in World 

and International Championships. At the World 

Championships the British Team had been presented 

with an inscribed plaque for ‘Great Sportsmanship’ and 

this, he felt, meant as much, if not more, than the cup the 

team won in the event.

The Sport again was well represented at the occasion 

of the Royal Aero Club Award Night where S. Milne was 

presented with the FAI Tissandier Diploma for his 

contribution to the Sport, while the CRW team, the 

Mountain Men, was awarded the Prince of Wales Cup.

The Chairman then made mention of the work of the 

BPA Staff, and also said that Council itself had done an 

outstanding job during the year. He congratulated Dave 

Waterman on the new style magazine and the other 

people involved with him in its production.

The Chairman then made mention of our close liaison 

with the Civil Aviation Authority and welcomed Gordon 

Robinson who had managed to come to the function 

despite the weather. He asked those concerned to read 

and comment upon the draft operations manual which 

had been passed to CCIs.

The CIP Meeting held in January 1981 at Bisham 

Abbey had been an unqualified success, this year the 

meeting was to be held in Paris.

The question of fixed object jumping was then 

commented upon. The Chairman reiterated that the BPA 

was the recognised body which controlled Sport 

Parachuting and he said again that fixed object jumping 

was not a part of Sport Parachuting and he asked all 

members not undertake fixed object jumping, it could 

only bring the sport into disrepute and could damage the 

Association and the sport.

The Chairman said that he had great regard for the 

POPs and the BCPA and said that they both did a great 

job for their respective age groups.

He said that we owed great thanks to the military who 

hosted competitions, instructor courses etc., for us. A 

special mention was also due, he said, to The Sports 

Council who helped us in such a tremendous way both in 

administration, and training grants.

He concluded by saying a special thank you to all the 

membership for their support which was epitomised by 

the attendance at this AGM in the terrible weather 

conditions.

Proposed by P. W. Ritchie and seconded by A. Rose 

that the report of the Council be accepted. Carried 
unanimously.

2. Membership Subscription for the ensuing year

The Treasurer, P. W. Ritchie said that before putting the 

proposal for new rates of subscription to the membership, 

he felt that some background details and explanation was 

desirable.

“It seems,” he said, “that it is always the task of a new 

Treasurer of the Association to propose an increase in 

subscription at his first Annual General Meeting and it is 

exactly one year since I was appointed.

“ I felt that I should explain to you some of the historical 

background to the position in which we now find 

ourselves. Looking back over the last ten years, we see 

that in 1971, the annual subscription stood at £3.50 and 

there it stayed, with a minor increase for insurance until 

my predecessor took office in 1976. At that time, if the 

1971 figure had been adjusted for inflation, the sub 

should then have been £6.88 but it was in fact increased 

to £6.00. I believe that there were some protests at the 

time, although in real terms the cost of the sub had been 

reduced.

“I should mention at this point that the income of the 

Association is not purely derived from subscriptions but is 

substantially boosted by funds from The Sports Council, 

both for routine functions such as administration, 

coaching and salaries and for specific purposes, for 

example, training for, and participation in, World and 

European Class International Competitions. In addition, 

extra funds are occasionally available on top of the 

amounts I have already mentioned.

“In looking at the financial situation of the Association, 

there are two main factors that draw attention in any 

given year’s accounts. These are the surplus or deficit, i.e. 

the balance between income and expenditure for the 

year and the net worth of the Association, that is to say, 

what would be left in cash if all the assets were sold and 

all debts, such as they are, paid off. Taken in isolation, 

both these figures can be misleading. A substantial 

surplus may indicate a ‘windfall’ of unexpected income 

whilst a deficit may be because of routine expenditure 

exacerbated by inflation. The size of the ‘net worth’ figure 

may not necessarily indicate that. the Association is 

wealthy. As I pointed out when presenting the Accounts 

at the Extraordinary General Meeting in November, very 

substantial outflows, for example on participation in the 

World RW Championships, have to be financed and a 

large capital sum is now needed to support our cashflow.

“ I apologise for going into such detail but I felt that I 

should explain how the ebbs and flows of financial 

fortune have tended to obscure some disturbing trends 

which, if not reversed now, will lead the Association into 

serious financial difficulties in the future. The principal 

culprit is, of course, our old enemy, inflation. I thought 

that this could be best presented to you visually and I am 

most grateful to Sarah Brearley for providing the 

graphics. ”

(At this point the Treasurer produced graphs to 

illustrate firstly, the actual trend of subs from £3.50 in 

1971 to £7.25 in 1981, secondly, the inflation adjusted 

figure from £3.50 in 1971 to £12.78 in 1981. Thirdly, the 

annual surplus/deficit pointing out the misleading effect of 

the ‘windfall’ of £8,500 in 1979 and concluding with the 

projected deficit of £13,000 for the current year.)

He then said that, at this time last year, there was no 

immediate cause for alarm. If a projection for the year 

ending March 1981 had been prepared, a small deficit 

might have been foreseen but the Association was well in 

funds and this could have been and, in fact, was, 

absorbed. What could not have been foreseen, and what 

has only very recently become apparent, was the effect of 

the recession on numbers of members. There has been a 

15% drop in full members renewing. At the same time we 

have continued, in what your Council considers to be the 

best interests of your sport, a very full programme of 

financial assistance to Clubs, Club competition and 

Seminars, Scholarship Courses, Coaching and entry of 

three teams to International Competitions all worthwhile 

in terms of results and medals.

“ If the subscription had been adjusted annually to take 

account of inflation you would all have paid, in the 

current year, just under £13 and the present financial 

situation would not have arisen. Due to the excellent 

housekeeping of my predecessor this situation does not, 

at present, spell disaster. It is, however, your Council’s 

recommendation that the subscription be fixed at £12.50 

for 1982-83 with annual increases of not less than the 

rate of domestic inflation thereafter. This, after all, 

represents a lower true cost than the sub in 1971 and, if I 

may so, represents excellent value for money at an 

increase equivalent to one jump in a year. ”

The Treasurer proposed an increase in annual 

subscription to £12.50 and that in future years there 

should be an increase in subscriptions by at least the 

inflation rate at the time. Seconded by G. McLaughlin.
Before a vote was taken the Treasurer asked for 

questions from the floor.

J. Mitchell asked whether it would not be a good thing 

to increase the subscription to £15.00.

The Treasurer replied that the Council had wanted to 

keep the increase to the most reasonable level possible, 

and had set the figure at £12.50. In answer to a question 

from the floor the Treasurer said that the true cost to the 

Association of the World Championships had been in the 

region of £6,000.

W. J. Meacock (PPC) asked if the Finance 

Committee/Council could consider whether the cost of 

conversion from P2 to full membership could be a round 

figure and also whether the conversion could be made by 

the Association not the club. It was agreed to look at this.

Mr. Cummings asked why, whenever there had been a 

large surplus, the following year there appeared to be a 

large drop in surplus funds.

It was explained that in each instance (two of large 

surpluses) there had been an odd reason. On the first 

occasion it had been a tremendous increase in P2 

memberships, the second occasion had been a one-off 

grant of £8,500 from The Sports Council. When more 

funds were available then Council had tried to do more 

for the sport, but one problem had always been that the 

subscriptions had not been increased when there had 

been a surplus of funds, so that the costs of running the 

Association had had to be met from less generated 

income and topped up from the previous year’s surplus. 

This should not occur again if the recommendation of the 

Council was adopted.

From the floor S. Shaw proposed and J. Mitchell 

seconded an amendment that the subscription fee should 

be set at £13.00.

The Chairman asked for a vote in favour of the 

amendment. 64 for.
The Chairman then asked for a vote in favour of the 

original proposition. 53 for.
A vote was then asked for, by the Chairman, of those 

people against both the amendment (£13.00 

subscription fee) and the original proposal of £12.50. 9 

against.
It was therefore carried that as from 1st April 1982 the 

subscription fee would be £13.00, and that the annual 

subscription fee in future years be increased at least by 

the rate of inflation.

3. Council 1982/83

The Secretary-General explained that there had only 

been twelve nominations, received by the due date, for 

Council membership for 1982/83. Thus there had been 

no call for a ballot to take place, and in this case the 

following people would form the Council of the British 

Parachute Association for the ensuing year.

J. P. Corr P. W. Ritchie

J. T. Crocker J. R. H. Sharpies

D. Hennessy G. C. P. Shea-Simonds

R. Hiatt J. L. Thomas

J. Laing D. Tylcoat

R. O ’Brien D. Waterman
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2nd Casa Boogie on Texel
21 st-31 st May, 1982

video was available for both team practice and fun jumps.

The skydiving varied from small to large formations, from 4 

to 12-way sequential. Derek and Chris Thomas organised 

with Max Dereta a 3-D ‘Starship Enterprise’ —  dive, which 

unfortunately funnelled.

In the evenings everyone got together in the bar of the 

skydivers’ hotel ‘De Kievit’, where also two T-bone barbeque 

parties were held.

A great boogie ended on Whit Monday when the C-47 left 

for the Canal Islands, but the planning for 1982 started.

Although the name Casa Boogie is kept, the jumpship will 

again be last year’s C-47, and it will be based on Texel from 

21st May until 31st May, 1982.

For the 2nd Casa Boogie the Texel airfield will be used as 

DZ. Although skydiving depends on the people available there 

are plans for several record attempts in RW and CRW. If 

possible night-RW will also be organised. For less experienced 

skydivers RW and CRW-seminars will be held.

Paracentrum Texel is located in the airport of the Dutch 

holiday-island Texel, some 45 miles north of Amsterdam. 

Camping sites are available near the airfield. Sleeping is also 

possible in Skydivers’ hotel ‘De kievit’ (telephone 02225-466). 

For further information please write: P.O. Box 180, 1790 Ad 

Den Burg, Holland, or phone 02225-677.

Paracentrum Texel organised its first Boogie in May 1981. It 

was called Casa Boogie after the plane hired for the event: a 

22-persons Casa Aviocar with tailgate.

A few weeks before the start of the Boogie the owners 

however had to rent the plane to the United Nations for a 

rescue-operation in Africa. This left organiser Arnold 

Camfferman with a major problem: where to get a big 

jumpship? A C-47 (cargo DC-3) based on the British Canal 

Islands solved the problem and was flown to Texel the day 

before the Boogie. For the English crew it was going to be their 

first experience with skydiving. They handled it very well and 

loved it.

On Ascension Day about 200 skydivers arrived on the DZ, 

located near the airfield. The boogie started very good with the 

C-47 carrying the first load of 36 skydivers to 12,500 feet. The 

first jumprun showed several small groups and the second run 

showed the first big formation: 25-way. The early bird load on 

the first Sunday would again build up to a 25-way. The 12-day 

event became a very good and international boogie with 

skydivers from Denmark, Gemany, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, 

South Africa, Belgium, Holland and England (Rick Haughton, 

Derek and Chris Thomas with friends).

RW seminars were given by Skratch Garrisson which 

showed to be very useful for everybody. Arnould Camfferman 

and Hans Elias gave lectures on packing square reserves and

From the floor D. Thomas suggested that the Council 

should keep to the twelve people named and not co-opt 

anyone on to the Council.

The Chairman replied that the Council had the 

obligation to co-opt anyone they thought could be of 
help to the Council and Association, but that he could 

rest assured that Council would take great care in any 

co-option matters as it indeed did in all matters relating to 

the Association.

4. Presentations

The Chairman presented the Best Instructor Award to D. 

Morris of the Peterborough Parachute Centre.

1,000 Jump Awards were made to S. Shout and 

P. Fisher.

D. Waterman announced the winners of the 

photographic competition and the Chairman presented 

the prizes.

Runners-up: C. Thomas, R. Colpus, N. Slee,

P. Ledwards, P. Judd, A. Derbyshire.

Third Prize: R. Boswell.

Second Prize: T. Dale.

First Prize: J. Ward.

D. Waterman asked all members to keep on sending 

photographs to him for inclusion in the magazine. He 

said, “it’s your magazine and we want to show your 

pictures. ”

The Draw for the Annual Lottery was then made.

Mrs. G. Thomas drew the following tickets:

£1,000 - No. 45669. Mr. Wilmett, 5 Townhall Road, 

Havant, Poole. £500 - No. 165810. S. Peberdy, 10 

Femleys Close, Beaumont Leys, Leicester. £250 - No. 
133271. D. Jordan, Flat 1, 45 The Drive, Ilford, Essex. 

£150 - No. 100578. P. Ward, Easterknowe, Reawick, 

Shetland. £100 - No. 52741. E. Miller, 14 Copse Road, 

Ashby, Scunthorpe, S. Humberside.

The Secretary-General thanked everyone for the 

efforts put in to sell the lottery tickets.

There being no further business the Chairman 

declared the meeting closed.

photo — Wilm Stoluerk
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CANPARA

PUBLISHED BY THE

CANADIAN SPORT 
PARACHUTING 
ASSOCIATION
8 ISSUES YEARLY 

RATES: 

$10.00 CANADA 

$20.00 INTERNATIONAL 

CSPA 

NATIONAL SPORT CENTRE 

333 RIVER ROAD 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO 

K1L 8B9

STOP PRESS
Now on Sale from 

BPA Shop 
Miniature Lapel Badges, 

Priced at 90p
(inc. p. & p.)

See Buff order form

Chas. Port

\  CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
BPA does not guarantee equipment bought and sold through the medium of this journal.

Purchasers are advised to use the service of approved riggers.
□ □ o Classified Advertisements can only be accepted if accompanied by a cheque orP/O 

made out to the British Parachute Association for £1.50.

Altimaster III and soft chest mount — £50; French Paraboot size 11 — £20 vgc; Israel Kroop goggles, vgc — £1. Or the lot — £65 
(inc. p&p) contact: J. West, Gotton Bams, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton, Somerset

Mk 1 PC, sleeve. Hot Dog In new single-pin pack. Ready to jump — £150 contact: Terry Edmonds (0454) 772632

For sale — Jan 1980 Unit (200 sq ft), custom spectrum underside, white top, 170 jumps — excellent condition — £260; May 1980 
Super 22ft reserve, diaper, excellent condition — £170. Or £410 for both Mike Pemberton, Laxey, Isle of Man. Tel: (0624) 781992

Cruisair — solid red, cross ported only 100 jumps — £300 telephone: Paul Lawrence (0843) 55112/586095

SST Racer, GQ  unit. Preserve 1. System has approx 350 jumps, reserve never used — £575 ono
contact: Mike Fleming, Reading 473328

Cloudlite (helios colours), Wonderhog II and Pioneer; 26ft conical reserve (never used) — £525 ono — or consider separation

phone: Nick Perks 021-706 1623 (W); Cradley Heath 65386 (H)

C9 TU B4 Pack and harness —  £100; Paraboots size 9 — £25; Jumpsuit — £15; or £130 the lot.
contact: T. Ford 01-387 5308 after 6.30

For sale — only 65 jumps; Jalbert Parafoil (5 cell) red, white, blue; T10.A 4 line chop in blue/black trim; Starlite Tandem; Hot Dogs 
— ready to jump —  £400 ono; Altimaster II on cushion mount — £35; Jump suit (RW) red, white, blue — £10

telephone: Ron (0984) 31851

Skydriver 9 (complete) in B12 pack and harness — any reasonable offer telephone: (0480) 69080

Strato Star, blue and white plus T10.A reserve in TSE Jet Stream, green with gold trim P.O.P. — £325
telephone: (0903) 60220 after 6pm

TSE Chaser, brown/red; FI 11 unit, white/red; SAC reserve; Right suit; USA FRAPP hat; Afti II telephone: Phil (0204) 793649

For sale — Cobra 10, black, red, orange and yellow. Very good condition with 3 ring risers — £160 ono; Strato Cloud in Wonderhog 

with Tricon reserve — first —  £300 phone: Marian Blenkiron, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 465042

Pegasus and bag, tan, green and black. As new condition. 140 jumps — £385 phone: Steve Scott, Chesham 786083

Mk2 PC in Talbot single pin pack and harness plus conical reserve and container — £170; TU in B4 pack and harness — £80
contact: Trevor James 021-475 8197 (H); 021-777 3232 Ext. 137 (W)

M kl PC, black and white in black single pin pack with harness. T10A steerable reserve with pilot chute — £150
contact: Peter Stone Paignton (0803) 845043 (H); (0803) 554266 (W)

Mkl PC in security crossbow and harness; 26ft security LoPo, Trident reserve in tray —  reasonable offers
phone: Jim Dunleavy Bishops Stortford (0279) 821719

Irvin Skydriver LoPo TU in Steve Talbot single pin pack. Plus T10A reserve (in front mount container). All ready to jump — 

complete £180 or will split contact: Carole Seton 01 -8811642

Mini Foil, red and white, 250 jumps, vgc — £200; National reserve 26ft, lightweight, unused — £120; New Uragallo jumpsuit, blue 

and white, medium size — £35 phone: (0242) 35982

Beige SST Racer ultralite with brown mid flap, Harvest Merlin, Fantom 24 ft reserve, all brand new — £975; Unused, boxed, FXC 

12000 AOD —  £195; Wonderhog Sprint, rainbow unit, 24ft LoPo lite, one year-old — £750 ono telephone: (0202) 521 775

Piglet II high-performance diaper deployed round, plus T10 reserve with 4-line chop, in 1979 yellow and black USA tandem 3-ring 

circus rig, with ripcords and pilot chutes, approx. 300 jumps — £250 ono

contact: Martin Lyster, 10 Winchester Road, Oxford, 0X2 6NA

28ft LoPo TU in single pin pack —  £155 ono telephone: (052785) 3475

1975 (unused) Talisman 26ft steerable reserve —  £100 ono; Orange and white with tray — £5; Jumpsuit, orange and black — £5
telephone: Hitchin (046283) 4159

The b est co lo r-b o o k  about skyd iv ing  NEW!

S KYD I V
PHOTOGRAPHER

„Zwischen Himmel und Erde”

the most beautiful freefall-photos

skydiving in EUROPE

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Holland, Norway, Italy, 
Denmark, Sweden, England etc. and also USA!

136 pages, fuli-color, art-print, more than 300 photos 

THE BEST BOOK YOU CAN GET! 
size 22x30 cm!

send your order (check):
publishing house H. Fischer 
D-8959 Rieden am Forggensee 
West-Germany

us $ 45 —
(Air M ail+U S  S 5 ,- )

3 posters free!

ER Quality Para-Suits 
Suppliers to 
the Armed Services 
Standard (pro) design, £31.50 
Student design, £25.00 
Custom made suits

Chequerboard, £35.00 
Chevron or plain stripes 

from £35.00 
All suits made 
in quality drill 

or Taskmaster

9 colours available
Send for your order form now to 

Dorset Adventure Sports 
Park View, Melbury Osmond, Dorset



MOTOR INSURANCE 

SCHEME 

200/o Discount 

For Down to Earth quotations return form to: 

Arranged exclusively 
for members of 
BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION 

e Existing NO CLAIM 
BONUS up to 60% 

e WINDOW and WINDSCREEN 
up to £75 without 
affecting No Claim 
Bonus entitlement 

e Policy Underwritten 
at LLOYDS 

SYMONS, PEMBERTON & SPIERS LTD 
Freepost, Sutton in Ashfield, Notts., NG171BR 

or telephone: Mansfield (0623) 56261 or 01-488 1966 
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Coming soon from  
Peakin Enterprises 
A range of lightweight, low 
bulk ram air canopies 
constructed from the finest 
materials and utilising 
specially developed 
construction techniques.

252 sq ft — 81b
Pictured is a higher aspect 
ratio 252 sq ft canopy which 
weighs less than 8 lb, packs 
into the smallest size racer 
and is one of three designs 
already built, and currently 
being tested by Peakin 
Enterprises.

Special Notice
The factory at Southwick Industrial 
Estate will be closed over the winter 
period to allow us to continue our 
research and development programme. 
During this period our existing product 
line will still be available and information 
on this and our new canopy range can 
be obtained by writing to 36 Minster 
Court, Belmont, Co. Durham.
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Para-Flite’s 220 ft^ Cruislite was originally designed 

with the relative worker in mind. However, skydivers 
of all kinds are buying the Cruislite because they’ve 
discovered this square can do it all!

Camera jumpers love the soft openings. Accuracy 
jumpers love the stable deep brakes. Relative workers 
love the small pack volume and light weight.. But ALL 
Cruislite jumpers love the fast, flat glide, responsive 
turns and light toggle pressure, clean, orderly and reli
able openings and best of all, soft landings in all con
ditions, even hot, no wind days.

How is this accomplished?
The 7-cell Cruislite is built with Harris F-111™ fabric 

and weighs only 8 pounds. Changing the construction 
method has reduced the number of seams which 
makes the Cruislite pack very small. Redesigned stabi
lizers and reinforced ribs have increased strength and 
durability and maximized the efficiency of the high lift
- low drag Lissaman #7808 Airfoil. The advanced aero-

•Cruislite is the canopy of choice of Mirror Image, 1901 US Nationals 8 way RW 
Champions.

dynamics of the Lissaman Airfoil are responsible for 
the Cruislite's excellent flare capability that doesn’t 
take an expert to learn.

Para-Flite, the acknowledged technical and 
performance leader of the entire parachute industry, 
is also head and shoulders above the competition 
when it comes to customer service. Our "after the 
sale” policy is the same today as when we were 
founded: The customer's complete satisfaction comes 
first. Period. That has always been our policy and it 
always will be.

CRUISLITE: The RW canopy that every
body loves! Now available from Authorized Para- 
Flite dealers world wide.

INC.
5801 Magnolia Avenue* Pennsauken, NJ 08109 USA 

(609) 663-1275 •  Telex 831355

Look fo r this Symbol, i t ’s your guarantee o f  Quality 
Products and Service.

© 1981  Para-Flite, Inc. CRUISLITE, XL CLOUD; 
STRATO-CLOUDA, SAFETY STAR, and SWIFT 
are trademarks o f  Para-Flite, Inc.

PARA-FLITE,

" The best all around square we've ever built"*



GEELAN & CO.*?3
SKYDIVERS

The 1981 Super Lites
HARVEST LITE RAINBOW LITE

THE PEGASUS 
BY DJANGO 

•

THE MERLIN 
BY PIONEER

THE UNIT 
BY GO SECURITY

The Incomparable 1981 SST Racer!
Approved under TSO C23b — U.S. Patent No. 3908937

PICK YOUR CUSTOM COLOURS — PICK YOUR CUSTOMISED RACER!

Pick Your Main — Pick Your Reserve —

PEGASUS PARA-INNOVATORS •  PIONEER

MERLIN •  UNIT STRONG •  SECURITY •  ADVANCED AIR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED! COMPLETE WITH:
3-Ring Release MA-1 Type Reserve Pilot Chute Altimaster II

Pull Out Pilot Chute Matching Risers Paralert

All standard canopies available or —  we can order your Order or buy from stock the Diamond jumpsuit. Available in

personal custom pattern. We also carry most other makes 8 colours, custom or standard. Send for order form,

and models of main canopies and a wide range of 

accessories

Geelan 8c Co. Skydivers  ̂ The Jump Shack
8 Bell Piece, Sutton Benger ' * 29706 Grand River
Chippenham, Wiltshire Farmington Hills, MI 48204
Tel. Seagry (0249) 720602 (313) 478-6066

Printed by Fisherprint, Peterborough




