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INSIDE: BPA SKYDIVE THE EXPO STARTS 2016 WITH A BANG WORLD AIR GAMES HIGHLIGHTS 

BPA STARS OF 2015 THE ICARUS PROJECT TAKES FLIGHT HIGH ALTITUDE OXYGEN GEAR 

WE REMEMBER LOFTY THOMAS AND CHRIS JONES PLUS ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS



The Freefall University is an independent skydiving school based in Ocaña 20 minutes south of Madrid. We 

are located minutes away from the modern city of Aranjuez which has all the nightlife you can handle. We have 

our own equipment, qualified rigger, British Instructors, facilities and professional ethic.

We cater for holiday makers who wish to do an AFF course and also have BPA coaches full time for FS1 and 

FF1, FF2 and CH1. Remember we have a vibrant mid week dropzone so getting the jump numbers you want 

on holidays is not a problem.

One Instructor, One Student.

We provide you with your own exclusive UK AFF Instructor to personally see you 

through your course from ground school to completing your level 8. This means no 

waiting for ‘your turn’, leaving you free to focus on skydiving.

Good Links with UK Dropzones.

We are an establishment school and graduates who have completed our course 

have been well received on UK dropboxes. We offer an unparalleled level of after 

course support which is why many of our students choose to return for a second 

holiday in the sun. We can also thanks to our BPA qualified team sign your British 

License paperwork onsite.

Package Deal. What you want, when you want.

Talk to David or Lola in customer service about what type of package you would 

like. Whilst many things are included free such as video of all your skydives there 

are many options. For example you might want a car to visit Madrid or prefer to 

have your own hotel room. We can mix and match based on your requirements 

and you can have your holiday at a time that suits you!

Jump all day and don’t 

get bored in the evening!

The FFU Ocaña is the home of the Madrid Skydivers. 

It is also host to turbine aircraft, the Swiss national 

teams and some of the best facilities a skydiving 

centre can offer, of note is a 30km2 landing area, 

swimming pool, onsite hotel and bar/restaurant. 

Madrid is home to Europes largest wind tunnels.

Aranjuez where we ‘hang out’ in the evenings is 

a modern city of 100,000 Spanish city workers 

who make the short daily commute to Madrid, 

European city of culture for 2005. Alternate activities, 

restaurants, music bars, clubs and skydivers bars 

number in the hundreds!

Sample Package available.

Silver Package Budget £1399

● Return flights LGW, Luton, Liverpool.*

● Transfers / Car Hire 7 days

● 7 days 2** private hotel room

● 8 level AFF Course with British Instructor

Recommended Upgrades Prices

● BPA A License (10 Solos with kit) CH1 etc. £390

● 15 Wind Tunnel flights as part of ground school £160

● Group Discount     £Call

● Military Discount     £Call

Call our London office on 020 7870 2505

7 days a week, 9am – 8pm or contact us 

online at www.freefalluniversity.co.uk
*The FFU does not book your flights, when you book with us, we will advise of the flight 

cost and our ATOL protected travel agent will call you to make the flight reservation.



As I write this, I have only just recovered from yet another fantastic BPA Skydive the Expo. It’s such a fantastic weekend, 

the highlight of my winter calendar. This year was my �fteenth AGM and, in that time, it has grown from what used to 

be just ‘the AGM’ into so much more. To be honest, when you pour about a thousand skydivers into a hotel and open 

the bars, you can’t really go wrong – but it just gets better every year. I’m so glad that the seminars are recorded and 

available on the Mag YouTube channel too because it simply isn’t possible to be in enough places at once. This year,  

I didn’t make it to a single seminar yet again because there were so many people to catch up with in the exhibition  

hall and bars. I’m looking forward to working my way through the YouTube playlist. It doesn’t half make me hungry  

for some longer summer days and busy jumping weekends too!

WELCOME
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Anyone can contribute to Skydive the Mag 
and we welcome news, articles and photos 
from everyone, regardless of experience. 

For advertising enquiries, please contact:

Estelle Scott Senior Sales Executive

+44 (0) 1603 772608

estelle.scott@archantdialogue.co.uk 

Kay Brown Advertising Production

 +44 (0) 1603 772522 

kay.brown@archantdialogue.co.uk

If you would like to get involved with 
Skydive the Mag, please contact:

Editorial enquiries
editor@skydivethemag.com 

Club reps and general enquiries
mike.waters@archantdialogue.co.uk
 
Gear Zone
skydivemacca@mac.com

CONTACT ADVERTISING CONTRIBUTE
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The views expressed in Skydive the Mag are those of 
the contributors and not necessarily those of the BPA. 
Opinions in the editorial are those of the Editor, not of 
the BPA. The Editor retains the right to withdraw any 
advertisement at her discretion and does not accept 
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Some of the photos in this magazine may show skydivers 
without helmets or altimeters, or otherwise not obeying 
the BPA Operations Manual, in which case they were 
taken abroad. In the UK, it is mandatory to wear a 
helmet and alti for obvious safety reasons. Students 
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ARCHANT DIALOGUE IS PART OF 
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INFO ZONE

SUBSCRIPTIONS
BPA members get Skydive the Mag free as part of their membership. Also, if you take out a magazine 

subscription and subsequently join the BPA as a full member, your magazine cost is deducted from your  

BPA membership fee so you don’t pay any extra. If you are not a full BPA member and would like to receive 

the printed Skydive the Mag, check out subscriptionsave.co.uk/skydivemag. You can also subscribe over the 

phone on +44 (0) 116 278 5271.

 

APPS
DOWNLOAD THE SKYDIVE THE MAG APP:

Apple: tinyurl.com/skydivethemagapple  Android: tinyurl.com/skydivethemagandroid 
BPA members can access either version of the App free of charge for tablets or smartphones; simply give the 

BPA members-only login details when prompted. The details can be found in the BPA eNewsletter or on the 

address label that came in the post with this mag! 

DOWNLOAD THE SKYDIVE STARTER TABLET APP:
Apple: tinyurl.com/skydivestarterapple  Android: tinyurl.com/skydivestarterandroid

Skydive Starter is the BPA’s dedicated magazine for new and future skydivers and this free interactive digital 

edition for both Apple and Android tablets offers more than ever before. If you’re a skydiver, this is the perfect 

answer to all those non-skydiver friends and colleagues – download it today!
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NEWS ZONE

The third edition of the Wind Games proved 

to be a show stopper and the main talking point 

of the event was the introduction of Freestyle  

to music. The videos from this tunnel 

competition have since gone viral, having been 

watched by more than 30 million people, and 

the view count is still going up! The competition  

has been picked up by TV companies in Spain 

and Belgium too, with pieces by many national 

and sports papers and online sites.

Freestyle
The event was run in the format of one low 

speed, one high speed and one round to music.  

It was the first time an entire round of a 

competition has ever been set to music and is  

a new dawn for this discipline – history was in 

the making. Imagine watching figure skating or 

gymnastics without music; the performances 

would lose so much of their impact. It felt that 

someone had flicked a switch from black and 

white to colour and now everyone had the 

chance to be part of the emotion of each 

performance as each piece of music reflected 

the personality of the performers. As the music 

began for the musical round, the tunnel was 

packed with an audience of 150 people. By the 

end of each performance, the house was rocking 

WIND GAMES   
to the cheers and whistles. We have run a lot  

of competitions, but this was unbelievable.

The deserving winner was Leonid Volkov  

from Russia with 486.6, with Maja Kuczyńska 

from Poland in second with 454 and Guillaume 

Boileau from Canada in third with 415.5.

FS Open
A last-minute cancellation from Airspeed 

meant that there was no doubt of the eventual 

winners Hayabusa (292 pts), but Weembi Lille 

(256) and Black Cat (255) had a great battle 

behind them for second and third and they  

were also a class apart from the rest of the 

field. The battles from third to eighth were  

a constant exchange and the final scores 

reflected excellent performances from  

National and World Champions on pick-up 

teams or teams like the UK’s Satori XL (237) 

who went into the meet with very little training. 

There were five teams between 22 and 24 

average, with eight teams overall above 22!

FS Female
Wom’In France (193) put in a strong 

performance to finish ahead of the new lineup 

for the UK girls NFTO (188). Jujariwa from 

Germany took third place with 175.
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NEWS ZONE

VFS
The standard was incredibly high, with an 

amazing performance from SDC Core from 

the USA taking the meet with 227 points  

ahead of Avalon Real�y from Switzerland 

(209) and the current Indoor World Champions 

Transfert from France in third (188). 

2-way Dynamic
The first day of dynamic included two free 

rounds and three speed rounds, with all 

competitors battling each other to find  

overall placings. The significance of this  

was apparent on the second day when the  

top eight teams met each other for battles  

in the quarter finals. The top finishers of the  

day before should, in theory, have the easier 

route to the finals. 

Quarter finals in free and speed meant  

that four teams made it through to the 

semi-finals; Windoor Warrior Bros and 

Windoor Flash Warriors, containing three 

of the current four indoor D4W champions  

(Leo Blanchon, Gyzmo and Raph Coudray).  

The other two teams were Dynamos Red 

from the UK and Almost Vertical from Spain 

in their first-ever competition as a team.

PARACHUTISTS  

OVER 150! 
The next POPS Big-way World Record will be 

a 152-way, taking place on October 6-9 2016 

at Skydive Perris in sunny California. Building 

on their successful sunset 123-way in 2015, 

organisers Team Ripcord are revamping the 

event and tightening the selection criteria to 

make the next leap in size. 

Selection events include Team Elite 30-40 

ways at Lake Wales on March 31-April 3; and 

again at Perris on October 1-4.

Applications are invited at  

www.teamripcordskydiving.com or, for 

further information, contact guywright@

me.com or gordon.hodgkinson@gmail.com

COMP ZONE
“Draw me like one of your French girls, Jack”.

Jack ‘Buzz’ Busby wins December 2015’s 

L&B Solo, courtesy of The Jump Shop.

AIRSPEED SHUFFLE
Big news for 4-way geeks: Chris Farina 

has left Airspeed after three years. Mikhail 

Markine has stepped into the team and 

Nik Hemlin has moved from Point to Inside 

Centre. These are big changes only eight 

months ahead of the World Meet in Chicago!

WOMEN’S 

VERTICAL 100-WAY
Skydive Arizona will host World Record 

attempts from November 24, aiming to get 

into triple digits with a hundred head down 

ladies. The organisers are Domi Kiger,  

Amy Chmelecki and Anna Moxnes, and 

there are selection events in Europe as  

well as the US throughout 2016.

HEAD UP WORLD 

RECORD
Multiple British National Free�y Champion 

Mikey Carpenter and a whole host of  

co-organisers will attempt to set a new 

Head Up World Record from April 5 at 

Skydive Arizona. The plan is to almost 

double the existing 52-way record to a 

100-way. 

  2016
The semi-finals saw Dynamos Red pick up 

third place with a great performance. A hard- 

fought, nail-biting final of two combined speed 

rounds saw Windoor Warrior Bros pick up the 

gold and the Windoor Flash Warriors take a 

very close second. 

Live commentary was provided by an almost 

exclusive UK line-up of Rai Ahmed (FS and 

VFS), Anna Moxnes (Dynamic and Freestyle), 

Regan Tetlow as presenter and Lesley Gale 

doing guest interviews. The Spanish �avour 

was added by Paloma Granero.

Red Bull Documentary
A film crew from Red Bull were on-site before 

and during the competition to film a 

documentary with the Windoor Women (a new 

Windoor sponsored team with Cathy Bouette 

and Domi Kiger). The film will be published in 

the next couple of months, which should ensure 

continuing mainstream publicity for the sport.

As a final �ourish, Windoor gave a teaser for 

the next Wind Games by announcing the 

introduction of 2-way Freestyle to music with 

Leo Volkov and Guillaume Boileau performing a 

short routine to the Queen track ‘Flash Gordon’. 

Naturally, the party went on long into the night...

WORDS: ANNE MAXWELL, WINDOOR
PHOTO: MONICA QUINTANA
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BPA MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL 2016/7 

The full member subscription for the new 

membership year from April 1 2016 to March 

31 2017 is £102.80 – comprising a BPA element 

of £61.34 (a 3% reduction on last year) and an 

insurance element of £41.46 (a 2.9% reduction on 

last year). The overall subscription is reduced by 

£3.12 compared with last year (an overall reduction 

of 2.9%). For joint members, the subscription is 

£185.87 (a reduction of 2.9% on last year).

Your BPA membership renewal form for the new membership year 

2016/7 is enclosed with this Mag. But, if you don’t have any ratings, you 

may be eligible to renew online (please see p12) and you may �nd that 

easier and quicker. Please note that, to jump on or after April 1 2016,  

you need to renew for the new membership year.

Fifteen nominations were received for the 15 elected seats on 

BPA Council 2016. As there are the same number of nominees as  

seats, there was no need to hold an election and the nominees take  

their seats uncontested. 

Voting members of Council 2016 are: 1. Jack Bradford 2. Jason Kelleher 

3. Craig Poxon 4. Gordon Blamire 5. Adrian Bond 6. Ian Marshall 

7. Martin Soulsby 8. Tash Higman 9. Yassi Molazadeh 10. Paul Applegate 

11. Mike Lewis 12. Brian Cumming 13. Ian Rosenvinge 

Not pictured: Gavin McLeod, Brian Vacher. 

BPA ZONE

BPA COUNCIL 2016
THE BPA COUNCIL FOR 2016  
TOOK OFFICE AFTER THE  
BPA AGM ON JANUARY 30

2016 ROYAL AERO CLUB  
TRUST BURSARIES

The Royal Aero Club Trust has announced its bursary scheme for young 

people for the 2016 season. The bursaries are worth up to £1,000 each to 

anyone between 14 and 21 years of age (24 years for a Follow-on Bursary) 

wishing to develop their interest in either air sports or aviation. The Royal 

Aero Club Trust has been offering bursaries for 15 years and a wide range 

of grants have been awarded. Nineteen bursaries were awarded to young 

skydivers in 2015; 15 ‘initial’ and four ‘follow-on’ bursaries.

A new category of bursary has been introduced for well-quali�ed air 

sports participants aged up to 24 years. Styled the ‘Follow-on Bursary’, 

the intention is to encourage committed applicants to reach even higher 

levels of achievement through, for example, participation in national and 

international competitions. These new opportunities should encourage  

a wider range of young people to access and bene�t from participation  

in air sports.

The closing date for applications is March 31 2016.

royalaeroclubtrust.org
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TANDEM INSTRUCTORS

Aimee Southwell

Sean (Geordie) Best

KJ Bull

ADVANCED PACKERS

John Harding (S)

Clint McKenzie (S)

Ralph Mitchell (T)

BASIC RIGGERS

Martin Cole

Rick Kimber

Sara Orton 

Roman Cnotalski

Clinton McKenzie

Dylan Morris-Roberts 

Niel de Wit

 

PARACHUTE RIGGER

Gary Stevens

 

ADVANCED RIGGERS

Noel Purcell 

Karen Saunders

RIGGER EXAMINER

Pete Sizer
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BPA ZONE

SPECIAL RESOLUTION CARRIED
At the AGM on January 30 2016, the special resolution to adopt new 

BPA Articles of Association carried. The new Articles have a new 

constitution of the Council, which are in accordance with the principles of 

good governance in sport, as outlined in the Annual Report. Transitional 

arrangements, which are also set out in the new Articles, will apply as 

BPA phases in the new arrangements over the next few years.

There was little variation in the composition of Council 2016 compared 

with last year. The only differences were that Adam Mattacola did not 

offer himself for re-election and stepped down at the AGM, when Brian 

Cumming and Natasha Higman joined to bring the complement of elected 

members of Council 2016 to its full strength of 15.

The only variation from last year in the chairs and of�cers for 2016 is 

that Council elected Jeff Montgomery, BPA Safety and Technical Of�cer, 

as Chair of STC in succession to John Hitchen, who had announced his 

intention to stand down from this role. 

COMMITTEE COMPOSITIONS
COMPETITIONS: Brian Vacher (Chair, Disc Rep: CP), Ian Marshall (Vice 

Chair, Disc Rep: Classics), Tash Higman, Jason Kelleher (Disc Rep: FS), 

Mike Lewis, Gavin McLeod (Disc Rep: CF). Co-opted (non-voting, subject to 

approval at Competitions Committee meeting on February 16 2016): Weed 

Stoodley (Disc Rep: Artistics and VFS), Jackie Harper (Disc Rep: Wingsuit), 

Mike Lovemore (Disc Rep: Speed), Kate Charters (Judges Coordinator).

COMMUNICATIONS:  Paul Applegate, Gordon Blamire, Adrian Bond 

(Chair), Jack Bradford, Brian Cumming, Yassi Molazadeh, Craig Poxon.  

Co-opted ex of�cio (non-voting) Liz Ashley (Editor, Skydive the Mag).

DEVELOPMENT:  Paul Applegate, Adrian Bond, Jack Bradford, Brian 

Cumming, Yassi Molazadeh, Craig Poxon (Chair), Ian Rosenvinge.  

Co-opted ex of�cio (non-voting) Debbie Carter (Treasurer).

BPA ONLINE 
MEMBERSHIP
Online renewal for the new 

membership year will be available 

from March 1 2016.

The BPA online membership 

facility is available for:

•  Full members in the UK and 

Channel Islands or at a BFPO 

postal address may update their 

contact details (postal address, 

telephone/mobile, email)

•  Full members aged 18 and over 

in the UK and Channel Islands 

or at a BFPO postal address who 

do not hold ratings* may renew 

online for the membership year 

April 1 2016 to March 31 2017.

* ‘Ratings’ include Instructors, Riggers, 

packers, pilots and any other rating that 

has to be ‘signed off’.

Full members will need the 

following to activate their online 

BPA membership account:

• Name

•  BPA membership number  

(not your licence number!)

•  Personal email address as 

already recorded on the  

BPA database

•  Postcode or BFPO number  

as already recorded on the  

BPA database

(Please note: we have no current plans 

to extend the online renewal service 

to members who hold ratings because 

ratings need to be signed off, but we 

will look at possible online solutions  

to this in the longer term.)

The BPA online membership 

service is not available for:

•  Full member renewal where 

ratings are held, although full 

members with ratings in the  

UK and Channel Islands or at  

a BFPO postal address may 

update their personal contact 

details online

•  Full member renewal for 

overseas members (other  

than those with a BFPO  

postal address)

• Change of name or ratings

• Conversions

•  Retired Members (please  

see BPA Form 103A  for  

eligibility criteria)

•  Taking out Student Provisional  

or Temporary Memberships

•  Updating personal contact 

details of Student Provisional  

or Temporary Members

• Pilot applications

•  Making discretionary donations 

to the British Team Fund or 

the Drop Zone Defence Fund. 

Such donations continue to be 

extremely welcome, and may  

be made by card payment over 

the phone during BPA of�ce 

hours (M-F, 9am-5pm) or by 

cheque or bank transfer.

Tandem Instructor 

training, by Chris Judd

STC  

CHANGES

Jeff Montgomery, 

the BPA’s Safety and 

Technical Of�cer, 

has succeeded John 

Hitchen as Chair of 

STC. John joined the 

BPA technical staff 

in 1981 and, on his 

retirement in 2013, 

was succeeded in 

his staff role by Jeff. 

At that time, Council 

elected John as a 

BPA Vice President, 

and he remains 

as UK Alternate 

Delegate to IPC.







GETTING MORE THAN 700 
SKYDIVERS IN THE SAME 
PLACE AT THE SAME TIME 
CAN MEAN ONE OF ONLY 
TWO THINGS: THE KIND 
OF BIG-WAY THAT CAN BE 
SEEN FROM ORBIT, OR THE 
ALL-OUT CELEBRATION OF 
SKYDIVING, HIGHLIGHT OF 
THE SOCIAL CALENDAR 
AND UNREPENTANT 
EXCUSE TO START THE 
NEW YEAR WITH ONE  
HELL OF A BANG THAT IS 
BPA SKYDIVE THE EXPO 

WORDS: MIKE WATERS
PHOTOS: PAUL BAYFIELD, 
TIMESNIPER.COM

BPA SKYDIVE THE EXPO

LOUD, PROUD

          AND IN A CR    WDBritish Parachute Association

Ceremony, where Martin Soulsby thanked 
everyone for their extremely hard work 
over the last year, outlined proposals on 
the future of the BPA and led the applause 
for the sheer number of records that were 
broken in 2015. Immediately after the 
o�cial stuff was all sorted, this year’s 
Awards saw a steady procession of BPA 
members (and, in one case, an inflatable 
Tyrannosaurus Rex – long story) being 
cheered on by their mates as they took 
their bows before the crowd. 

That’s the exact point at which the Expo 
becomes what you want it to be and the 
point at which everyone wishes they  
could be in at least three places at once.  
If you wanted to hear some of the sport’s 
greatest experts tackle compelling topics 
in style, the 17 seminars offered a pretty 
spectacular choice. Tom Parker from 
Sunpath caught the mood perfectly when 
he said “Everything I learn as I travel, I try 
to pass on” while up to his elbows in a 
packing demonstration and completely 
surrounded by curious onlookers. 

O
f course I’m going! They’ll 
have skydiving stuff and a 
rock group!” a colleague  
who shall remain nameless 
insisted, with a dramatic  

arm wave for emphasis that sent my  
coffee flying across the meeting room. 
Ballistic mugs aside, they were right  
and there really is an elegant simplicity  
to BPA Skydive the Exp0 – take one 
exhibition centre, fill it with as many 
seminars and tradestands as you possibly 
can without having to demolish any  
walls, invite experts from all over the 
world who are right at the cutting edge  
of skydiving thought, load the bar to the 
gunwales and open the doors. Judging  
by the hundreds of people streaming 
through said doors and the cheerful 
crowds everywhere inside, it’s certainly  
a winning formula. 

Begin with the highlights
The day itself started, by longstanding 
tradition, with the BPA’s AGM and Awards 
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Where to start? James La Barrie’s 
first-ever UK appearance saw him go right 
back to first principles and truly consider 
the experience of skydiving, while Rob 
Lloyd’s gripping seminar on photography 
saw what seemed like half of the country’s 
cameraflyers urgently scribbling notes or 
hurriedly taking photos on their phones 
as they tried to take in so much great 
material. PD’s John Le Blanc made a 
triumphant return in 2016 after his smash 
success seminar last year, while Mike 
McNulty’s talk about what it takes to 
become an Instructor answered a lot of 
questions that you might not have even 
thought to ask. Meanwhile, Ted Atkins 
and Ryan Jackson of TopOut Aero talked  
a fascinated audience through hypoxia, 
just what it actually does and how to  

beat it thanks to their work when 
mountaineering on Mount Everest –  
for more on their work, check out P40.  
If you were, for whatever reason, unable 
to be in three places at once to see all  
of the seminars, the BPA Skydive the Mag 

Youtube channel has the lot and the 
impressed applause at the end of every 
single one of the seminars said it all.

Meanwhile, if governance is more your 
thing, the Specialised Interest Groups and 
Competitions Open Forum were a great 
place to find out how the issues affecting 

the sport are being handled right now.  
If you were in search of a slightly late or 
very early Christmas present, the chance 
to check out gear in person for once at the 
tradestands instead of trying your luck 
online wasn’t to be missed and many a 
credit card was enthusiastically maxed out. 
For those feeling lucky, the Grand Prize 
Draw offered the chance (or, to be exact, 
46 chances) to go home with a souvenir. 
Or you could even just catch up with your 
mates and talk about skydiving without 
having to keep one eye on the weather the 
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GALLERY OF 
EXPO PICS ON 
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1  Gear stands 

galore 

2  BPA Chair of 

Comms Adrian Bond 

presents winner 

Simon Brazier with 

his prize at the 

Grand Draw

3  The Expo is a 

great place to catch 

up with friends
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whole time. If it weren’t for the fact that 
they needed the hall for the Gala Dinner 
later, some people would never have left.

It says something very good indeed 
about British skydiving that the Expo  
saw people from just about every level, 
discipline, interest and generation. You 
could meet globe-trotting world record 
holders, the CIs everyone trusts with their 
lives on a daily basis, crack competition 
teams who still had tans from overseas 
training, fun jumpers itching for winter 
shutdowns to end, tough-as-old-boots 
Paras with granite-breaking handshakes 
and surprisingly schoolgirlish giggles, 
what seemed to be the entire BCPA, 
newbies still working on the difference 
between a three-ring circus and a  
#2 grommet, retired members with 

seemingly inexhaustible supplies of 
anecdotes and the stylishly attired  
Mag team – all in one place. How  
many events can you say that about?

End with the lights low
Since a meet has to include at least one 
party to count (there’s a regulation in the 
Operations Manual with sub-clauses and 
everything – we checked), the BPA Gala 
Dinner provided the perfect opportunity 
to show the world that we really can do 
smart too. The assembled skydivers present 
duly dressed to the nines in defiance of  
the usual instinct towards something 
honourably grass-stained and stunned 
anyone who would never have expected 
to see them in something that had been 
ironed, let alone strutting their stuff in a 

dinner jacket or a dress like they meant it. 
Some of them even combed their hair!

After the dinner, the comedian, 
crowd-surfer extraordinaire and 
self-proclaimed recreational sadist John 
Robertson charged right into the crowd 
and assumed a heroic stance atop a 
convenient table – “Excuse my sexually 
confident pose” – from where he could 
best offer his opinion (“Look mate, don’t 
call me ******* sir when I’m stealing 
your ******* drink!”) on those present, 
their etiquette and their attire. For those 
familiar with his work, I am pleased to 
report that some of what he said was 
actually fit to print. Specifically, it was the 
words “Hi, I’m John Robertson”. The rest 
featured a magnificent cavalcade of what 
seemed like almost all of the expletives  
in the English language that would be 
completely unprintable in a respectable 
publication – or even in the Mag. The 
audience was, of course, roaring with 
laughter. ‘Top crowd. Strong drinks’ was 
his subsequent verdict on Twitter. That’s 
strange, John, the rest of us thought the 
drinks were perfectly normal… 

4 5

6 7

8

9

4  Checking out 

the cheap deals on 

Airkix tunnel time

5  Trying on a new 

Aerodyne rig for size

6  Happy Mag fans 

7  Ryan Mancey’s 

seminar: How to 

make skydives and 

influence people

8  Ryan Jackson: 

High altitude  

sport skydiving  

and oxygen 

9  Dedric Hourde 

and John Le Blanc 

from Performance 

Designs 

VIDEO: TINYURL.COM/
BPASKYDIVETHEEXPO2016PLAYLIST
Check out all of this year’s seminars on our Youtube channel!
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Entering with plectrums at the ready 
and drumsticks akimbo, Dive Exit then 
cranked up the volume and brought  
the Expo to a suitably loud crescendo. 
Astute Mag readers (is there any other 
kind?) will remember that, the last time 
Dive Exit were in this magazine, they 
were filming a music video somewhere 
above Langar and demonstrating a 
slightly unconventional take on the  
words ‘air guitar’. This time, however,  
they were definitely using the real  
thing on the ground and, in the finest 
tradition of rock groups everywhere,  
they turned the volume up to eleven  
and hammered it. If we’re lucky, the 

ringing in everyone’s ears will stop by  
next year’s Expo.

Meanwhile, some of British skydiving’s 
most daring volunteers headed to the  
bar so they could try this new-fangled 
‘beer’ stuff. Purely in the interests of 
scientific enquiry, you understand, and  
we can only admire their selfless bravery 
as they put their livers on the line again 
and again for this noble cause. It turns  
out beer really has a lot going for it,  
so the assembled pioneers agreed to  
study it further on their own time. 
Somewhat unsteadily in a few cases  
and while slow-dancing with a wall  
(at least, that’s what it looked like they  

were doing) in one instance, but it’s  
the thought that counts.

But, on a more serious note, the Expo 
doesn’t just happen out of nowhere.  
As you might expect, it takes a lot of time 
and effort over the preceding year from  
a lot of people behind the scenes to get 
everything lined up and it means a great 
deal to anyone who was backstage to see 
so many people enjoying themselves so 
much when the day itself finally comes 
around again. So, to all who went, we’re 
glad you liked it and it was good to see 
you. If you didn’t go or if you’d like an 
action replay, check out the Youtube 
channel. See you next year! 

BPA SKYDIVE THE EXPO

10  Gala Dinner for 

331 skydivers!

11  The awesome 

comedian

12  Gar Evans and 

Olivia Crowe

13  Dive Exit

14  Dive Exit

15  BCPA students 

Dee Dee Borgstrom 

and Ellie Marshall
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THE TAZ CAUSER TROPHY  

FOR EXPERIENCED SKYDIVER  

OF THE YEAR 2015

Mike Lovemore, the Speed Skydiving 

Discipline Representative on BPA’s 

Competitions Committee, is the 2015 

British National Champion in Speed 

Skydiving. At the British Nationals in 

August 2015, he broke the 11-year-old 

British Speed record with a top speed  

of 504.09kph.

The following month, he went on  

to win double silver at the FAI World  

Cup and European Championships  

2015 in Speed Skydiving. His average 

speed of 498.23kph over four jumps  

is faster than the previous UK record  

for a single jump. He then went on  

to break his own record – twice! –  

by averaging 503.86kph. He broke 

500kph for his �rst time, one of only  

�ve people ever to do this in competition, 

and he is now the fourth fastest Speed 

skydiver ever.

He rounded off 2015 with a bronze 

medal at the World Air Games in Dubai, 

and will collect his prestigious Royal 

Aero Club silver medal in May 2016.

Mike is generous in helping Speed 

skydivers with his time and expertise 

through coaching. We doubt that there  

is any UK competitor in Speed who 

hasn’t been helped, encouraged and 

inspired by Mike Lovemore.

INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR 2015

The COO and STO choose the Instructor 

of the Year and it is awarded to an 

Instructor who gained an Instructor 

rating within the past 12 months.

The criteria used is that the Instructor 

not only did very well on the Instructor 

Course, but is also the type of Instructor 

that students would be very happy to 

turn to for advice.

The COO and STO have chosen 

Andrew Pointer from Hibaldstow as 

Instructor of the Year for 2015. 

THE MIKE FORGE TROPHY  

FOR NEW SKYDIVER OF THE  

YEAR 2015

The nominee for the Mike Forge Trophy 

has been put forward not just because 

of his own parachute achievements, 

but also for his considered and dogged 

attitude to his progression and, even  

at his early stage, a willingness to  

assist others.

Since his �rst static line descent in 

June 2015, the nominee has logged  

80 descents and has demonstrated 

considerable tenacity in developing  

his talent; he enjoyed four �rst-freefall 

descents, but only after savouring six 

DPs and relishing eight static line 

descents. He is now a B Licence 

parachutist and has bought his own 

BPA Skydiving Awards 2015
1  Tyranno4us Rex, 

single A overall 

silver medallists 

parachute system but, as is typical of  

his approach, he listened to guidance  

on downsizing and took advice on the 

components. Though he works hard  

to develop his own skill set, he has 

already voiced his intent to qualify  

as an Instructor. He is already quali�ed 

for packing checks and competent  

in delivering seminars about the 

Category System and the history  

of parachuting to ab initio students. 

He willingly forgoes the opportunity  

to jump if it means packing for a  

student to enable them to meet a 

weather window. This approach has  

a tangible, positive impact.

The recipient of the BPA New 

Skydiver of the Year for 2015 is  

George Wason from JSPC-Netheravon.

BPA STAR AWARDS 2015

Chris Shaw – UK Parachuting, Sibson

Marie-Anne Stevens – London  

Parachute School

Andy Guest – Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell

For more on the BPA Stars of 2015, 

please see P22.

FAI JUDGES’ CERTIFICATES

Frank Mallabone: Wingsuit 

David McMinn: Wingsuit and Speed 

Joel Strickland: Artistic

1
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BPA NATIONAL JUDGES’ 
CERTIFICATES

Bob Charters: Wingsuit

Ruth Cooper: Wingsuit

Richard Del-Toro: FS 8-way and Speed

Natasha Higman: FS

Adam Mattacola: Artistic

Claire Moncaster: FS

Don Tomkinson: CP and CF 

Georgina Woof: CP

JUMP/FREEFALL CERTIFICATES

Dr John Carter received certi�cates for 

5,000 jumps and 72 hours in freefall.

2015 GRAND PRIX/ 
UKSL OVERALL MEDALLISTS

ACCURACY (SENIOR EVENT)

OVERALL ACCURACY LANDINGS 

CHAMPION:

Pete Sizer

CF 4-WAY ROTATIONS  

(SENIOR EVENT)

OVERALL CHAMPIONS: 

Mysterons – Jason Hobbs, Paul Noguer, 

Derek O’ Neil, Gareth Hughes, Matt Kite 

CP (INTERMEDIATE EVENT)

OVERALL CHAMPION:

Scott Mackenzie

CP (SENIOR EVENT)

OVERALL CHAMPION:

Dan Guest

FS 4-WAY (ROOKIE)

GOLD MEDAL

Blue Steel – Simas Jermosenka, 

Claire Jones, James Parry,  

Joshua Bryon, Ian Rayner,  

Raphaelle Barbier St Hilaire

SILVER MEDAL

AAC Blue Eagles – Andrew Reid, Ryan 

Beattie, Daniel Wright, Dick Kimber,  

Josh Clark, Jamie Hart, James Lowrey

BRONZE MEDAL:

Fantastic 4 – Vincent Adams, 

Kim Philtjens, Claire Humphries,  

Stefan Campbell, Peter Hodges 

FS 4-WAY (A CLASS)

GOLD MEDAL:

Awesome4some – Christopher Kabban, 

Wes Lawes, Tim Plummer, Derek 

Cornelius, Keira Sidford 

SILVER MEDAL:

Tyranno4us Rex – Emily Sugars, 

Max Holmes, Simon Perry, Jason Hobbs, 

Paul Monaghan

BRONZE MEDAL:

AGC Blue – Laura Wealsby, Mark 

Lindsay-Smith MBE, Jessica French, 

Sean Sapsford, Colin Jenkins,  

Spencer Bailey

FS 4-WAY (AA CLASS)

GOLD MEDAL:

Nobody Expects The Wurst – 

Ali Woodhouse, Sam Doughty,  

Seb Mulder, Sam Haste, Roy Little,  

Craig Hicks, Helen Williams 

SILVER MEDAL:

Almost Petite – Jill Judd, 

Alex Whitehead, Becky Stevens,  

Holly Blake, Donna Jenkins,  

Stefan Cocksedge 

BRONZE MEDAL: 

Boots and Cats – Sally Hearson, 

Laura Hampton, Jonathan Francis,  

Dan Vandenhende, Lucy Westgarth, 

James Woods, Matthew Willson

FS 4-WAY (AAA CLASS)

GOLD MEDAL:

Phoenix – Stefan Cocksedge, Elise 

Sharp, Jack Bradford, Raphaelle  

Barbier St Hilaire, Jason Kelleher 

SILVER MEDAL:

Funnel Vision – Matthew Willson, 

Georgie Marsh, Stuart Murray, Lizzy 

Carroll, Laura Hampton, Wes Guest

BRONZE MEDAL:

Body�ight Aero – Fiona Millar, Sam Lee, 

Giuseppe Damiano, Liz Moor, Guy Martin, 

Charlotte Pope

2  Fantastic 4, 

Rookie overall 

bronze medallists 

3  Nobody Expects 

the Wurst, AA 

overall champions 

4  AGC Blue, 

single A overall 

bronze medallists
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3
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XXXXXXXXXX

IN A SPORT FULL OF REMARKABLE 
PEOPLE, SOME STAND OUT BY  

GOING THAT EXTRA MILE TO  
HELP THEIR FELLOW JUMPERS.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDY GUEST 
OF DUNKESWELL, CHRIS SHAW OF 

SIBSON AND MARIE-ANNE STEVENS  
OF LONDON PARACHUTE SCHOOL – 

THE BPA STARS OF 2015!

1

BPA STARS 2015

2
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BPA STARS 2015

he BPA asks  
A Licence holders  
and above to tell  
us about great 
service that went  
the extra mile,  
that made a real 
difference by  

helping them to stay in the sport, that 
helped them achieve their next goal or 
that gave them that all-important extra 
support just when they needed it most.  
In short, Service that deserves To Achieve 
Recognition. This year, we celebrate three 
worthy winners of this accolade.

BPA Stars: we salute you, and thank 
you for being ambassadors who personify 
the camaraderie of our fantastic 
skydiving community. Each, in their  
own special way, brings an extra touch  
of magic that makes the hard work of 
progression so rewarding. 

ANDY GUEST
Jack Bradford’s nomination said:

“In a community with so many people 
willing to help, it takes something really 
special to stand out – but Andy certainly 
does. His enthusiasm for the sport is 
contagious and, even with the wealth of 
experience he has, he still clearly takes 
great pleasure from each and every jump 
he does, whether it’s introducing someone 
to the sport with their first tandem jump 
or helping an aspiring Instructor. Andy’s 
incredibly humble attitude makes him  
an excellent role model for every jumper.  
He is very approachable and he will always 
find the time for anyone who wants to 
draw on his wealth of experience. There  
is no doubt that Andy’s dedication to the 
sport deserves to be recognised; he is a 
true STAR!”
 
Cara Pritchard’s nomination said:

“I have never seen someone run around so 
much with the single intention of making 
everyone smile. Whether he’s keeping the 
pilots in check, putting his tandem 
students at ease, finding static liners in 
the forest, coaching FS, organising the 
clubs or telling us his stories from years 
gone by, Andy puts his heart and soul  
into absolutely everything he does and 
loves every moment. He is always up for  
a cuddle and a cup of tea, or for giving a 
Powerpoint presentation on Methods  
of Instruction! He focuses all of his  
energy on making sure everyone is the 

very best that they can be and does so 
with a massive grin on his face. Andy is  
a STAR simply because he is Andy.”

CHRIS SHAW
Steve Margison’s nomination said:

“I have got to know Chris Shaw over the 
last year while he has coached my 4-way 
team, as well as observing him coaching 
others. His unfailingly positive and 
professional attitude is outstanding and 
he has a fantastic ability to work out  
what each different person needs and  
fit his coaching around them. I’ve been 
impressed again and again by how much 
of his own time, away from our coaching 
days, he puts into thinking about and 
preparing for every session, from 
preparation notes, session plans and 
feedback, to generating ideas and 
debriefing videos. At the same time, Chris 
has always been adaptable and easy-going, 
sacrificing his own time to fit in with the 
inevitable demands of a team who have 
hectic lives and last-minute, weather-
induced, changes of plan. He is also a 
great role model for continual learning, 
always asking questions and finding out 
how other people do things. Chris is a 
great example of how skydivers can keep 
on learning and improving within the 
sport as well avoiding becoming 
complacent about safety.”

MARIE-ANNE 
STEVENS
Thank to you to the 24 (!) BPA members  
who nominated Marie-Anne Stevens.  
Since printing all of your nominations  
would take most of the rest of the magazine, 
here are just a few:

Chris Stone’s nomination said:

“Marie-Anne really is the definition of  
a star! Often the first to arrive in the 
morning and one of the last to leave,  
she takes on students as an AFFI and 
treats them like one of her family. She 
supports them every step of the way, 
whether it is with advice, coaching  
or just a hug and a sympathetic ear. 
Marie-Anne organises progression  
for all levels of skydiver, encouraging  
people to do methods of instruction,  
B Licence briefs or packing lessons  
and never is a moment wasted.  

Marie-Anne never stands still, but always 
has a smile and a moment to help you. 
She recently organised packing lessons  
at her home but, when they became too 
popular, she hired the village hall! A very 
worthy nominee for BPA Star.” 

Rachel Hayes’ nomination said:

“When I first started jumping at South 
Cerney about six years ago, Marie-Anne 
Stevens welcomed me with open arms 
and helped me to progress in a kind, 
caring and effective manner. She included 
me and inspired me to keep going. Since 
then, she has demonstrated her love and 
passion for the sport. Most recently, I  
had a break from skydiving due to other 
commitments and I turned up at LPS  
with some friends, feeling uncertain  
and apprehensive. Again, Marie-Anne’s 
warmth and encouragement helped me  
to return to the skies and I participated  
in a fantastic jump – which Marie-Anne 
was part of – and I have found my love  
of jumping again. Thank you Marie-Anne, 
you are one in a million.”

Richard Moulton’s nomination said:

“In the year that I have known Marie-
Anne as a friend, peer and mentor, I have  
always been impressed with the passion 
she brings to skydiving instruction.  
She always goes above and beyond to 
provide answers, explanations and 
the context that created those answers, 
providing students not just with the  
base knowledge but also with an 
understanding of why that is the answer 
– an understanding appropriate to their 
skill level and mental attitude. She is 
a superb ambassador for the BPA and 
skydiving in general. She is a Star.”

Ann Lewis’ nomination said:

“Marie-Anne is a star and always has 
been. She is consistent, fair, honest, 
hardworking and fun – she is Mrs 
Skydiving. She is passionate about the 
sport and keeps it safe for herself and 
everyone around her. She cares, not 
for herself, but for the happiness of her 
students and her fellow skydivers. If  
you have a problem – be it technical  
or emotional – you go to Marie-Anne.  
She is the natural ‘mother’ of the DZ and 
we are all her children. She smiles, cuddles, 
educates and nurtures. She is a genuinely 
nice person who genuinely loves skydiving 
and is willing to go the extra mile, the extra 
lift or the extra packjob to make it happen. 
She is GOLD.” 

1  Extreme selfie, 
by Andy Guest 

2  Chris Shaw 
swooping the 
camera on his 
Velocity 

3  Marie-Anne 
Stevens, by  
Rob Lloyd

‘Marie-Anne’s warmth and encouragement helped me  
to return to the skies and I participated in a fantastic  
jump – which Marie-Anne was part of – and I have found  
my love of jumping again. Thank you Marie-Anne, you  
are one in a million’ Rachel Hayes
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WORLD AIR GAMES

T
he fourth FAI World Air Games 
(WAG), hosted by Skydive 
Dubai, promised to be the 
biggest WAG to date and,  
this year, all air sports were  

to share the same airspace, landing strips 
and DZs for the very first time. Fifty-five 
countries were represented by 1,661 
competitors, 800 of whom were skydivers, 
and there were 10 air sports across 23 
sub-disciplines in all. Team GB were the 
second largest delegation, behind France 
and ahead of the USA, and all of our 
competitors did extremely well to be 
invited to the WAG in the first place.  
Only the very best got an invite, making 

DUBAI USUALLY MEANS A SHOW TO REMEMBER,  
BUT THE FOURTH WORLD AIR GAMES WERE ONE  
OF THE MOST EXTRAVAGANT CELEBRATIONS OF  
AIR SPORTS EVER TO TAKE TO THE SKIES

WORDS: JOHN SMYTH MVO, HEAD OF DELEGATION FOR TEAM GB 

the event a showcase for the most 
talented in the world, so having one of  
the three largest delegations out of the 55 
participating countries speaks volumes for 
the degree of excellence in all GB air sports. 

I was selected by the BPA to be Head of 
Delegation/Team Manager for Team GB, 

but we realised at a Royal Aero Club 
Council meeting earlier in the year that 
the FAI had stipulated that there could 
only be one Head of Delegation per 
country for all air sports. As I had 
experience of the venue, I was asked  
to take on that role too and, with the 

1  Wingwalkers 
in front of the 
Atlantis hotel.  
Photo provided  
by the FAI and 
created by 
Tokunaga- 
Breitling SA 
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WORLD AIR GAMES

points below the Canadian girls who took 
the bronze. The battle for gold was an 
interesting one, with the USA’s Golden 
Knights and the French girls both nearly 
throwing away their chance. The French 
girls gained five points in one round over 
the Americans on Round 4, then the 
tables turned on Round 7 and the Knights 
clawed back nine! The American girls 
took the gold with a 22.7 average, with  
the French just three points behind.

NFTO were not the only fourth-placed 
British competitors; canopy pilot Martin 
Reynolds also had a strong Freestyle comp 
to manage the same feat. Brian Vacher 
had a perfect Freestyle score of 100 on  

support of the BPA, I accepted. That  
began an educational and inspirational 
journey which left me immensely 
impressed by the skill and the courage  
of all our air sport athletes – whom I  
came to admire greatly.

START AS YOU MEAN TO GO ON

The opening ceremony was an incredible 
visual display, with a combination of video 
and live performances depicting all air 
sports and just the right number of 
speeches, and the Crown Prince himself 
and other UAE dignitaries were in 
attendance. While we were waiting for 
the ceremony to start, Team GB decided 

on the spur of the moment to organise 
and lead a Mexican wave and, within 
minutes, the whole audience were 
involved. Since most of Team GB across 
all our air sports were sat together and  
in our team uniforms, we made our mark 
on the WAG right from the start!

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVENTH

In skydiving, Mikey Lovemore won bronze 
in the Speed discipline while Euphoria, 
comprising Dave Pacey, Paul Capsey and 
Sean Freeman, won bronze in Freefly. 

Just out of the medals for Team GB 
were NFTO, who came fourth in Female 
4-way. Their 16.5 average was just six 

1
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Round 2, but ended up in ninth after  
a dodgy Round 3. In the Overall CP 
standings, taking account of the three  
CP disciplines of Speed, Distance and 
Accuracy, Brian was top Brit in 11th place, 
followed by Wez Westley in 27th and 
Martin Reynolds in 35th. Consistency  
pays off in CP, with both Wez and Martin 
taking a tumble down the rankings due  
to a couple of bad rounds. Wez was 19th 
in Distance but two of his Speed rounds 
hurt, while Martin was 21st in Speed but 
zapped twice in Distance.

Euphoria Freestyle competed for the 
last time in their long-standing lineup  
of Alex Dand and Andy Godwin, coming 
sixth. MicroClim8 came sixth in the 8-way, 
while Vision came eighth in Open 4-way. 
QFX came fifth in 4-way VFS, with a 
highest score of 15 on Round 3.

The entire British delegation, 
comprising all airsports, won a total  
of five medals – one gold, one silver 
and three bronze – to come seventh in 
the overall league table of all countries  
in attendance.

WE REMEMBER

I must mention a few incidents, two of 
which had tragic conclusions, which serve 
to emphasise the bravery of all athletes 
who partake in air sports as well as their 
skill. In skydiving, a Polish competitor in 
Canopy Piloting was killed on landing 
during the pre-WAG training period at 
Skydive Dubai Desert Campus. Later,  
in the auto gyrocopter event during the 
WAG itself, a Dutch competitor crashed 
into the sea. This led to the termination 
of the gyrocopter event and medals were 
awarded based on rounds completed.  
The pilot was put on life support and, 
after the event, he ultimately passed  
away. Finally, in the Canopy Formation 
Rotations team event, one of Team GB 
suffered a fractured back on landing.  
This led to the withdrawal of the team 
and the repatriation of the injured skydiver, 
but I am glad to report that he is expected 
to make a full recovery and I am extremely 
grateful to the BPA’s insurers for their 
assistance in sorting out his hospital bills 
and repatriation costs. 

2  The UAE National 
flag being brought 
into the arena, by 
Rolf ‘Kuri’ Kuratle 

3  World Canopy 
Piloting champion 
Curt Bartholomew, 
by Rolf ‘Kuri’ Kuratle

4  Team GB

5  World Champion 
Freestyle 
cameraman  
Will Penny, with  
the reflection of  
the Palm in his 
goggles. By Rolf 
‘Kuri’ Kuratle

3

4
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RULE BRITANNIA

The medal ceremony for the Speed and 
Microlights events was held prior to the 
closing ceremony and every available 
member of Team GB across all of the 
sub-disciplines attended. The cheering 
and the sea of Union Jacks being waved 
when Mikey Lovemore got his bronze was 
truly heart-warming, but that was quickly 
exceeded when the GB competitors in the 
Weight-Shift Controlled Microlight event 
came first, second, third, fourth, sixth, 
seventh and eighth! You can imagine the 
sheer noise from the cheers and the 
applause and, at the end, all you could see 
looking back into the audience was a wall 
of Union Jacks. This was an incredible 

achievement in a high-quality field, and 
the clean sweep was only interrupted only 
by a lone Spaniard in fifth. 

The national anthem started up and 
you could just about hear the music as the 
words were boomed out so loudly they 
were all but lifting the roof. There were 
wry smiles on the faces of the non-Brits in 
the audience and among the VIPs on the 
stage, but I noticed some of the Australian 
delegation close to us were also singing as 
loudly as they possibly could. I caught the 
eye of one of them at the end and she 
said, “Well, she is our Queen as well and 
we love her” – a nice moment. Yes, like all 
of the nations competing, we like to win 
and great respect is due to our winners.  

‘You can imagine the sheer noise from 
the cheers and the applause and, at the 
end, all you could see looking back into 

the audience was a wall of Union Jacks’

5
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YOU AIN’T SEEN NOTHIN’ YET

The actual closing ceremony was 
something else too. The plan was that  
all of the finals in all of the remaining 
disciplines that had not finished should  
be brought to Skydive Dubai Palm DZ  
and done that morning on the final day, 
followed by the ceremony and 
presentation of the remaining medals. 
This meant that a large crowd of the 
public got to experience the tensions 
associated with the finals in any sport  
too, aided by an expert commentary by 
another Brit and skydiver, Regan Tetlow.

An air show was planned for after the 
medal ceremony but, as the start was 
delayed, they ran in tandem. I have never 
seen anything like this air show. Yes, 
medals were being awarded and as, for 
example, the Russian Accuracy team  
were on the podium looking back at the 
audience of competitors in the arena  
and the public on their feet applauding, 
they would be forgiven for thinking they 
were applauding them. In fact, flying 
extremely close to the stage behind them 
and on their sides with wingtips just feet 
above ground level trailing smoke were 
three acrobatic planes. This theme 

continued as they pressed on with the 
medals in failing light, with an amazing air 
show incorporating all of the air sports. 

The finale was breathtaking. Exhibiting 
exceptional dignity, Yousif Hassan Al 
Hammadi, the Director of the WAG 
himself, abandoned his closing speech  
in the realisation that he could not 
compete with the spectacle unfolding 
behind him. Or perhaps he just wanted  
to watch it too? At the beginning, we 
could see about 40 balloons away on  
the horizon slowly heading towards  
us, forming an impressive sight as they  
got closer. The assumption was that  
they would go over the top, fire up to  
clear the skyscrapers and head off into  
the desert to land, but then it became 
apparent that they all were reducing 
height. “They’re never going to try and 
land all that lot here, are they? There’s  
not enough room!” was the buzz among 
all the competitors.

As the first balloon just cleared the roof 
of the DZ’s admin buildings, it became 
obvious that this was exactly what they 
intended. This was confirmed when a 
‘squadron’ of paramotors took off to 
escort them in, flying round and round 

the balloons as they approached – what a 
sight. A special mention goes to the pilot 
of the balloon that landed close to the 
seating area with great skill, but then 
caught a gust that sent him hurtling into 
one of the large TV screens, so he fired up 
to clear the crowds and was cool enough 
to wave down at us all with a big smile  
and then a thumbs up as he cleared the 
skyscrapers and headed off to the LZ.

ENCORE!

Can WAG Dubai be repeated? Well, many 
of the delegation, including myself, 
certainly hope so – but what a benchmark. 
Let’s not forget that this only cost us our 
air fares and everything else was supplied 
and funded by Dubai. Could any other 
organisation ever repeat that? As ever, 
time will tell. 

Finally, I would like to express my huge 
thanks to the whole Dubai organisation 
and congratulate John Grubbstrom and 
the whole FAI Executive Board and 
organisation for having the vision to  
make this happen. We, as air sports,  
all share the same passion: getting in  
the air and pursuing excellence in an 
incredible environment. 

6  British 8-way 
team MicroClim8 
over the 
skyscrapers of 
Dubai Marina.  
By Chris Cook
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A 
team of students at the 
University of Southampton 
is developing an advanced 
wingsuit in pursuit of one  
of the most audacious 

targets in aviation: to set Altitude, 
Distance, Speed and Time human  
flight World Records simultaneously. 

Dubbed ‘The Icarus Project’, this 
interdisciplinary team is engineering  
a cutting edge wingsuit for super high 
glide ratios using some of the best tools 
available and, crucially, this is no amateur 
effort. Southampton is the UK’s leading 
university for engineering, possessing 
some of the country’s most gifted 
students along with world-class facilities 
and wind tunnels, and the Icarus Project 
forms part of the student’s fourth year 
group design project or third year 
individual project while studying for  
their Master of Engineering degrees  
in Aeronautics and Astronautics.  
Yes, you read that correctly: they really 

are rocket scientists.
The project coordinator is Dr Angelo 

Niko Grubisic – Lecturer of Astronautics, 
wingsuit BASE jumper and a developer  
of advanced propulsion systems used to 
propel spacecraft to other planets for 
NASA and the European Space Agency.  
In 2015, Dr Angelo saw an opportunity  
to bring together his greatest passions  
of wingsuiting and inspiring the next 
generation of scientists and engineers, 
and the Icarus Project is the spectacular 
result. Oh, and Dr Angelo has also 

 PROJECT
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volunteered to be the Icarus Project’s test 
pilot. He has also promised that the team 
will get marked zero if he doesn’t make it 
back. So, no pressure then…

Right on the edge
To understand the scale of the challenge, 
it is first necessary to appreciate just how 
bold it is. In terms of raw statistics alone, 
the team is designing its wingsuit for a 
jump from 45,000ft which will cover 
20-25 miles. This is some 15,000ft higher 
than most commercial jets fly, far beyond 
the thermosphere and well into the lower 
stratosphere, where the thin atmosphere 
(only 14% of ground level) will initially 
allow the wingsuit to reach extremely 
high speeds well in excess of 280mph. 
This will be followed by a level out and 
optimised trajectory to achieve the 
greatest possible distance and time,  
and the team estimate that Dr Angelo’s  
flight will last roughly 15 minutes.  
The combination of these factors  
will make this jump one of the most 
demanding, di�cult and dangerous  
in the history of skydiving. 

Why? Because conditions in the lower 
stratosphere are punishing to say the  
least and they rapidly prove fatal to an 
unprotected human body. Firstly, the 
already low background temperature of 
-55°C will be cut down to approximately 
-110°C by windchill and Dr Angelo and  
his equipment will have to endure this 
brutal cold for a significant percentage  
of the flight. Secondly, the atmospheric  

Computer fluid 

dynamics streamlines 

showing turbulent 

kinetic energy 

dissipation in the 

wingsuit flow field 
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pressure will be approximately 140mbar 
(1.65PSI), and so is dangerously close to 
vacuum conditions and well into pressure 
suit territory. As atmospheric pressure 
decreases, the percentage of oxygen must 
be increased to maintain su�cient partial 
pressure of oxygen in the lungs and so  
he will have to use HALO (High Altitude 
Low Opening) oxygen gear, including 
contingency, in case of high altitude 
emergencies – if something goes wrong 
and Dr Angelo has a high altitude 
deployment, he may be in danger of 
running out of oxygen long before he can 
reach the ground. Finally, water begins  
to vaporise after being exposed to such  
low pressures, putting Dr Angelo at risk  
of swelling, bruising or even embolisms  
as the water in his body boils away (which  
is exactly as unpleasant as it sounds). 

If this is all starting to sound familiar, 
these extreme physiological challenges  
are the same as those faced by astronauts 
on spacewalks. Fortunately, Dr Angelo 
also teaches astronaut physiology and  
life support and, in 2009, he was beaten 
by none other than Tim Peake in the 
European Astronaut Selection Programme 
to become the UK’s first astronaut.

The team is also conducting test flights 
in a climatic wind tunnel which has the 
ability to replicate the cold and flight 
speeds of up to 250kmh so they can 
evaluate both the equipment and the 
pilot. Given the very low pressure, he will 
also be hypoxic even with 100% oxygen, 
severely inhibiting rational decision 
making, and will thus undergo hypoxia 
training in hypobaric chambers. Prior to 
the high-altitude flight, Dr Angelo will 
pre-breathe oxygen for a few hours to 
allow dissolved nitrogen to escape from 
his bloodstream. “When exposing the 
body to low pressure, bubbles of nitrogen 
can form in the bloodstream. This is 
decompression sickness, which includes 
decompression illness (DCI) or arterial  
gas embolism (AGE), and these can 
incapacitate or kill. Add a large wingsuit 
into the mix and a loss of consciousness 
and resulting high-rate spin almost 
guarantees a very sketchy reserve firing. 
Losing consciousness is, therefore, not  
an option,” he notes dryly. 

Suit up
These conditions will place extreme 
demands on the pilot, but that’s just the 
start; the wingsuit itself must be equal  
to them as well. Dr Angelo explains:

“In order to build the world’s best 
wingsuit, the team has to have a thorough 
understanding of the aerodynamic design 
and flight mechanics that the suit will 
have to deal with throughout the flight  
– a very complex problem. We’re using 
advanced tools and pioneering some  
novel techniques to develop the suit 
which have already sent ripples through 
the wingsuit world. 

“Part of the problem of designing 
wingsuits is that they’re almost impossible 
to physically model in computer programs 
due to their complex shape, which means 
any Computer Fluid Dynamics (CFD) 
simulations – which give an early indication 
of performance – are generally inaccurate. 
So we’ve used the latest metrology 
techniques with our partner OR3D Ltd, 
3D laser scanning conventional suits to 
create computer models and a starting 
point for the design process. However, 
you still need to capture the suit in a 
flight-like shape to scan it so, a year ago,  
I set my student Jennifer Crunden the 
challenge of developing a special chest  
rig to support me in the Mitchell Wind 
Tunnel which allows the suit to inflate  
and sit in a flight-like shape for the scan. 
This process is complex and, in itself, is  
a world first for wingsuits and a great 
achievement. No one has wingsuit 
computer models like these. 

“The other problem is how to 
scientifically quantify the precise 
performance of a wingsuit in differing 
body positions, angles of attack and flight 
speeds for comparison and quicken the 
development cycle of having to jump each 
suit build numerous times to establish 
its performance. The chest rig is directly 
integrated into a six–axis force balance  
so we can measure the lift, drag forces  
and moments at various airspeeds in the 
wind tunnel – another world first. We can 
then deduce the complete performance 
envelope of a given wingsuit accurately 
and quickly for comparison  to the 
previous design. Development is then a  

2  Dr Angelo 
and some of the 
student team;
Hassan Akhtar – 
Treasurer/CFD 
Analyst, Christopher 
Boyles – CFD 
Analyst, Tom 
Cannon – CFD 
Analyst, Jennifer 
Crunden – Project 
Manager/PR, 
Hayley Jones – 
Manufacture Lead/
PR, Rob Markwell –  
CFD Lead,  
George Muscat – 
CFD Analyst,  
Jenna Tiwana – 
Documentary Lead
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CURRENT RECORDS
On April 20-21 2012, late Colombian 

wingsuit BASE jumper Jhonathan 

Florez set Guinness World Records 

for the longest �ight duration (nine 

minutes, six seconds) in a high 

altitude wingsuit jump of 11,358m 

(37,265ft).  

 

On May 28 2011, Japanese wingsuit 

pilot Shin Ito set the World Record 

for the highest speed achieved in a 

wingsuit of 363km/h (226mph). 

In November 2015, American  

Andy Stumpf achieved the greatest 

distance �own in a wingsuit of 

29.381km (18.257mi). 

TIMELINE
•  Design and manufacturing – 

October 2015-February 2016 

•  Preliminary wind tunnel tests – 

March 2016 

•  Preliminary test jumps from  

15,000-22,000ft – March 2016

•  Hypoxia training – April 2016 

•  Preliminary HALO test jumps  

from 35,000ft – May 2016

•  Record breaking jump from 

>45,000ft – October 2016

2 3
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3  The process of a 
slow speed 3D laser 
scan to capture the 
wingsuit geometry  
of a Vampire 5 
wingsuit in the 
University of 
Southampton  
Wind Tunnels 

4  The resulting 
computer wingsuit 
model of a Vampire 
5 wingsuit.  

5  The process of 
conversion of scan 
data into a surface 
mesh model.  

‘My favourite thing about this  
project has to be that we are, quite 
literally, flying into the unknown!’  

Hassan Akhtar – Treasurer/CFD Analyst
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matter of iterating the computer fluid 
dynamics simulations to see which  
design changes return the best results 
while designing for manufacture by 
understanding how you’re going to  
make a design a reality. 

“Wingsuits generate a pressure 
difference between the front and back  
of the suit, which acts over the suit to 
create lift. What our team is trying to 
achieve is to increase the lift-to-drag  
ratio, which is the same quantity as the 
glide ratio. Even preliminary fluid models 
have shown us that, by introducing special 
winglets and an aerodynamic helmet to 
the pilot, you can make a Phoenix Fly 
Vampire 5 wingsuit perform with a glide 
ratio like a Rebel Tonysuit.

“We’ve also designed and built a new 
aerodynamic helmet with our partner 
Boardyard with some nice features such  
as a long tail, head-up display, quick 
release and big handle for the visor if  
you can’t feel your hands.”

The view from above
Controlling the performance of the 
wingsuit at this speed and altitude 
presents problems too. Dr Angelo again: 
“We’ve developed a system of real-time 
feedback of glide ratio displayed to the 
pilot from an overhead projector to the 
floor of the wind tunnel. Therefore, the 
body position can be tweaked by the pilot  
and optimised to find the maximum  
glide point – it’s a technique we used  
to help Amy Williams achieve a gold 
medal in the 2010 Winter Olympics  
by improving body position, as well as 

Find out 
more
The team is 

very active 

online and you 

can follow their 

developments on 

their website at 

generic.wordpress.

soton.ac.uk/icarus  

or by following  

them on Facebook, 

Instagram and 

Twitter.  

 

Potential projects 

sponsors are 

encouraged to 

contact Dr Angelo 

at A.Grubisic@

soton.ac.uk

6  High speed flow 
tests of a Rebel 
wingsuit in the 
University of 
Southampton  
Wind Tunnels 

performance of the advanced wingsuit  
as well as the head-up display and 
telemetry. This will be followed by  
HALO jumps to test the addition of 
oxygen, respirators and other equipment. 
By October, we hope to be ready for a 
45,000ft jump.” 

A greater purpose
But there is one last question about the 
whole Icarus Project: why do it at all?  
The answer to that question is even 
bolder than the wingsuit itself, because 
the team’s other objective is to test the 
limits of the possible just because they  
are there, in the name of encouraging 
others to do the exact same thing. 

“I was inspired by some great teachers, 
and I’ve learned there’s nothing I can do 
that’s more valuable than generating that 
same inspiration and motivation in 
others,” says Dr Angelo. “I also want to 
raise the bar for universities and show 
that, with some initiative and leadership 
and given the right opportunity, students 
can achieve great things well beyond the 
value of a grade. They can progress fields, 
such as advanced aerodynamics, and be 
proud of what they accomplish. Students 
are more than capable and I’m very proud 
of the team.

“Sometimes people ask ‘Why did you 
name it Icarus? Didn’t he die? Shouldn’t 
you call it Daedalus after his father, since 
he survived?’ I think we have more in 
common with Icarus because he explored 
the limits. Also, we started tempting fate 
when we started jumping off mountains, 
so I’m not going to stop now!” 

numerous Olympic cyclists. We’re also 
developing the head-up display, which will 
integrate with the FlySight and provide 
target airspeed and glide ratio throughout 
the flight. Since temperature, pressure 
and air density will change, an optimal 
airspeed at 40,000ft will be very different 
to 20,000ft. There are also intentions  
to conduct medical studies so we can 
monitor O2 saturation, heart rate, core 
and extremity temperature as well as 
doing so as a safety measure.” 

The next move
Once the prototype is built in February 
2016, a number of wind tunnel tests will 
establish the ultimate performance and 
stability of the suit – the team is far more 
sensible than its hubristic namesake.  
The team is also developing a novel free 
flight rig which allows the pilot to fly 
freely inside the horizontal wind tunnel 
via a single tether to compensate for drag. 
Since it’s also connected to the force 
balance, it gives the ability to characterise 
in-flight performance of the suit and 
allows for a much more rapid assessment 
of performance that wouldn’t be possible 
in a vertical tunnel. 

“We’re very excited about the new rig as 
a design tool for rapid development and, 
as a bonus, we’ll be performing the first 
ever take-off in a wingsuit and the first 
controlled landing,“ confirms Dr Angelo.

So when do they leave the tunnel and 
head for the sky?

“The first test flights will most likely  
be performed at Netheravon. This will  
test safety procedures, stability and 
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I WAS LEFT FOR DEAD NEAR THE SUMMIT OF  
EVEREST BECAUSE OF ‘ISSUES’ WITH MY OXYGEN. 

SOME KIND PERSON RUSHED TO BE FIRST TO BLOG  
MY DEMISE BY SATELLITE PHONE, SO MY WIFE READ 
OF MY DEATH BEFORE EVEN I KNEW I WAS DEAD… 

WORDS: TED ATKINS

G E R

FURTHER
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I
t’s a long story to and from this 
point, but I found dying to be a 
life-changing experience. If I gave 
you one of my business cards,  
you would read on the bottom: 
‘Seek out life’s problems for they 
are the gateway to opportunity.’ 
My problem climbing Everest was 

that there was not a good oxygen system 
available to use. I had fair experience  
of the systems available and knew what  
I needed to do to make a better system;  
I just didn’t know how to do it as I left  
my work as an Aerosystems Engineering 
Officer with the RAF. The idea came to 
me just a couple of days before we were 
due to set off for the summit. In truth, I 
might have liked longer to trial this new 
invention that was going to change how 
the mountain was climbed and hopefully 
preserve my life, but there was no time.  
I duly set off with a prototype system 
based on a condom in a Coke bottle.  
They said I was mad, that I would die...

As you might guess, I lived. It worked 
beyond all expectation and, two years 
later, we were the world market leader. 

Back then, the death statistic for 
climbing Everest was 1:10. That is, for 
every 10 people climbing the mountain, 
one would die trying. This was when 
using the oxygen (O2) systems that were 
available at the time. For those who chose 
to climb without O2, the stat was 1:3. 
Today, since the introduction of the 
Topout O2 system, this stat for without 
O2 is still 1:3. We changed the statistic 
for climbing deaths with O2 from 1:10 
to less than 1:700.  

And now for the skydiving question: 
how can we get more air time? Pull later? 
Not for me. So we must go higher, but 
then we face the same problem as I did on 
Everest and end up dead for want of O2.

THE PROBLEM

I have set the scene, I hope. So what is the 
problem? I said the death stat changed 
from 1:10 to less than 1:700; why? It is 
interesting to note that there has been  
no change in deaths without O2. 

The problem is hypoxia, which is what 
happens to us when we don’t get the O2 
we need. The worst part of hypoxia is that 
it is like alcohol: insidious. You may not 
feel unwell (at the time). You may feel 
elated, strong, confident and happy (ring  
a bell?). If you were in a pub, you might 
dance on the table (last year, Slovenia, 
except it was a beer barrel, oh dear). It is 
not normally the lack of O2 that kills us 
directly but the mistake we make with the 

bad decision (fell off the barrel). How  
does it come to pass that an experienced 
Tandem Instructor exits still fastened to 
his aircraft restraint? Is it just a lapse?  
We lapse for a reason; because our reason 

itself has been affected. We will never know 
what events came to pass primarily due to 
hypoxia but, when something out of the 
ordinary happens, it may be due to an out 
of the ordinary situation or environment. 

So what should we do? The best thing 
we can all do is look out for each other 
and there can be few other sports where 
the ‘Buddy Buddy’ system works so well. 
We look over each other’s gear, but do  
we look at each other enough? Are we fit 
to do so? What are we looking for? Look 
for the signs above plus drowsiness; for 
anything out of the ordinary, in fact.

Hypoxia affects different people in 
different ways at different altitudes.  
What do you do then, since all of this  
is near impossible once you are onboard 
and there will not be a problem until  
you get up high? We do our best, armed  
with knowledge and awareness.

STARTING SKYDIVING,  

THE UNCONVENTIONAL WAY

For years, the owner of the Everest Skydive 
(ESD) had been badgering me to make 
him an O2 system for use over the Everest 
region. Out at 29,000ft, it’s a great idea  
to stay conscious; landing can be tricky 
and you don’t want to miss the view! 
However, I was not prepared to do the 

R&D work for a skydive system only to 
sell 10. I am not good at half jobs. I make 
oxygen systems to climb Everest because  
I climb Everest. I am not a skydiver; or,  
at least, I wasn’t a skydiver!

The systems used by the ESD at the 
time were not best suited for the work in 
hand and were not well-loved by the team.  
I was eventually lured to Kathmandu just 
to advise the team and look at what they 
did. Over dinner, I explained that the only 
way I could become actively involved with 
their project was if I was to jump too so  
I could understand their issues. The price 
tag for one of these jumps is in line with 
the altitude, so I was surprised when they 
said that they hoped I would. Now, I did 
not expect this. This is the engineering 
Nirvana; a clean sheet with which to do 
something amazing. I was in.

I was in the Porter at 29,000ft, strapped 
to our doctor and Tandem Master Ryan 
Jackson, and we were sitting in the door 
looking at the summit of the highest point 
on Earth and having a moment of reflection. 
A tap on my shoulder, the bum shu�e, and 
we were out. So this is skydiving…

I had the things to do as instructed, but 
my focus was on the new oxygen system. 
This was one of the great moments in my 
life. Not just for the jump – anyone with 
lots of money can pay for that – but to 
jump a prototype that I had invented and 
made. I was working with a great team 
who were tight and professional. I loved 
them all. I don’t hand my body over to  

‘Going higher has to be the natural evolution of our sport; 
it is the nature of the beast. In mountaineering, we have 
called it ‘feeding the rat’ – the rat that lives in our gut  
and gnaws away until we feed him with adrenaline.  
He will never settle for long – but would we want him to?’

1  2-way over the 
Himalayas with 
Mount Everest  
in the centre.  
By Wendy Smith 

2  Mike McCann, 
by Tom Noonan 

3  Ted Atkins, 
by Paul-Henry  
de Baère

4  The O2 system 
contains enough 
oxygen to 
pre-breathe in  
the aircraft and  
then use the same 
bottle throughout 
the whole jump.  
By Paul-Henry  
de Baère
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just anyone! I hardly had the time or spare 
thought to enjoy the trip while my mind 
went the distance over every force that 
was acting on us. Can I breathe? Yes, easy. 
Now, in the last seconds, I relaxed and  
I was there for the joy. Oh my God, did  
I ever feel so close to thee.

EVOLUTION AFTER EVEREST
The system we use today changed from a 
condom and a Coke bottle. When I moved 
to France, I could no longer source the 
extra-large condoms we use in Britain and 
so we started using fine plastic. The O2 is 
in a 1-litre alloy cylinder in a (normally) 
belly-mounted carrier. A constant flow 
pressure reducer and regulator deliver  
gas to the mask. On exhalation, this is 
diverted to the ‘accumulator’ bag for 
delivery on demand. Life support items 
need to be robust, and robust items tend 
to be the simplest. Topout has excelled  
for 12 years in the Everest environment 
and I am still servicing the same masks 
from 2005. Our system is geared for use to 
25,000ft without aircraft support, which 
adds simplicity of operation and, where 
you have simplicity, you have added safety. 

We spoke of the ‘problem’: airtime.  
The opportunity was to produce and 
prove a system that brought extreme 
altitude jumps to all. Ryan and I set  
up Topout Aero and, just weeks later,  
we got a call from Red Bull for an  
amazing project out at 33,000ft over  
Mont Blanc followed by a swoop  
down into Italy. There were many 
challenges, but it was a privilege to 
be part of something amazing 
(and we got some jumps).

Going higher has to be the natural 
evolution of our sport; it is the nature of 
the beast. In mountaineering, we have 
called it ‘feeding the rat’ – the rat that 
lives in our gut and gnaws away until we 
feed him with adrenaline. He will never 
settle for long – but would we want him to?

I didn’t have time in my life to be a 
skydiver. I am a mountaineer. I am still a 
mountaineer, but I had to find that time.  
I have done some things in my time, but 
skydiving is the endgame. I thought my 
mountaineering mates were the best set 
of people ever and standing in the world’s 
high places was insurmountable, but I  
was wrong. I never met such incredible 
people, never knew such a rush, and my 
thoughts when I stand in the door have 
my pulse up just writing this.

Lastly, may I say: try not to see 
problems but opportunities. 
Altitude is not the problem;  
it is our opportunity.  
The sky really is the 
limit. Don’t exit  
until your spot 
confirms that  
the world  
is round… 

THE SCIENCE 

We know that air is 21% O2 and the rest 

is pretty much nitrogen, which does not 

do a lot for us. As we get higher, there is 

no less O2 in the air – this remains 

constant at 21%. There is less air to 

breathe because there is less air 

pressure. At sea level, we have the most 

atmospheric pressure because of all  

the air ‘stacked up’ above us. Imagine air 

in metre cubes like cardboard boxes. 

Keep stacking the boxes and the box  

at the bottom will eventually collapse 

due to the pressure (or weight) above it. 

So it is now clear that, as you get higher, 

the air pressure reduces. If the pressure 

reduces by half, we lose half the O2 

available to breathe. We operate best in 

our own environment and this is not it. 

If I were to teleport you to the summit of 

Mount Everest at 8,848m, your life 

would be measured in minutes as a 

direct result of the pressure being only 

260mb. Skydiving is the best analogy  

I can think of to teleporting to altitude.

We breathe in a cycle of three parts; 

two parts breathing out and one breathing 

in (so we breathe out for 40 seconds of 

every minute and in for 20 seconds. 

Conventional O2 delivery systems deliver 

O2 throughout the whole cycle, so you 

could argue that 66% of all delivered O2 is 

simply being breathed out and wasted.  

There is more. Conventional systems 

oxygenate the whole breath. We do not 

want to do this – it is wasteful. The area 

from our nose to the alveoli is known as 

the ‘anatomical dead space’ because no 

O2 exchange can take place in this space 

– there are no alveoli. Consequently, 

putting O2 into this space is wasteful 

because it will be exhaled unused.  

In many hours of medical training,  

no-one explained to me that, when you 

give a ‘rescue breath’ – the ‘kiss of life’ 

– the breath you donate is a fully 

oxygenated breath for the victim.  

The last part of your intake breath has  

no O2 taken from it. This is the �rst part 

of the breath the victim receives. So our 

system stops delivering O2 after a set 

amount, depending on the altitude, has 

been delivered for use by our friends the 

alveoli. The dead space is �lled with low 

value ambient air.

BPA RULES

•  Normal parachuting will not take place 

above Flight Level 120. 

•  Parachuting will only take place 

between Flight Level 120 and 

150 without oxygen under certain 

conditions. In brief, these involve 

only going above certain altitudes for 

short periods of time (no more than  

30 minutes above FL100 and six 

minutes above FL120).

•  Members who wish to parachute above 

FL150 (with oxygen) will need STC  

and CAA approval and must submit 

their plans and details of their 

equipment in advance. 
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VIDEO: TINYURL.COM/JOP28AT
Check out Ted Atkins and Ryan Jackson’s BPA Expo seminar



COMPLETE PARACHUTE SYSTEMS 

T-SHIRTS | SWEATSHIRTS

HOODIES | HEAD GEAR 

CAMERA GEAR

JUMPSUITS

ALTIMETERS

GOGGLES | GLOVES | BOOKS  

LOG BOOKS | DVDs | COOL STUFF

& GADGETS

+ ‘FREE’ DEMO GEAR AVAILABLE
(T&C APPLY)
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EQUIPMENT LOGBOOKS

THE BPA WILL SOON BE 
RELEASING A PARACHUTE 
EQUIPMENT LOGBOOK. 
WE THOUGHT WE’D 
INTRODUCE READERS 
TO THEM AND THE 
RATIONALE BEHIND  
THEIR INCEPTION

WORDS: PHILL ELSTON, 
BPA PARACHUTE RIGGER 218  
AND RICK BOARDMAN,  
BPA ADVANCED RIGGER 171

Y
ou may already know that the 
BPA has had a working group 
for several years looking at 
the service life of parachute 
equipment in the sport. 

While thinking about the implications  
of establishing a more clearly structured 
policy on equipment life, it became 

(as well as a handy place in which to keep 
the Reserve Record of Inspection and  
the Data Card if you want). Then you  
can park the whole equipment wallet  
in your logbook holder.

The forms will be available for Riggers 
to purchase from the BPA (as I write this, 
the cost is still being finalised) and they 
will be completed when a rig is placed 
into service. They then remain with each 
component part for the remainder of its 
service life. They will also be available  
for anyone wanting to keep a record  
of their equipment that is already in 
service (you can reconstruct the history 
retrospectively). These logbooks are a 
purely voluntary introduction. 

JUST IN CASE

Some people may think that by bringing 
in some new documents, it’s an attempt 
to “fix something that isn’t broken” or that 
it’s just “adding to the paperwork required 
for the six monthly repack”. Neither of 

apparent that, from the point at which  
a piece of kit is put into service, there  
is often very little done to ‘track’ the 
various modifications, repairs and  
services that it may go through.

In the past, the reserve data card  
has been used to note reserve repacks  
and any repairs or modifications to  
both the reserve canopy AND the  
harness/container assembly. This is  
all well and good until the reserve and 
container are separated and the card goes 
off with the reserve (as it should) when  
it is transferred to another container.

FOUR ON THE FLOOR

So, what are these new forms, where  
do we get them from and what will  
they achieve?

There are four forms: one for the 
harness/container, one for the main 
canopy, one for the reserve canopy and 
one for the AAD. The harness/container 
form becomes the wallet for the others  



 February 2016    47

EQUIPMENT LOGBOOKS

these are the reason. It’s worth noting  
that, when the BPA carry out a routine 
inspection of a DZ, they’ve been 
recommending that each club-owned 
piece of kit has separate documents for 
each component for some time now. 

Initially, it’s hoped that the cards will be 
brought in with new kit placed into service. 
Each card will then require updating after a 
repair is done to its component, or if that 
component is subject to a service bulletin  
or a modification. The BPA Record of 
Inspection form (Form 112) stays the  
same, as does the Reserve Data Card.

As to what they will achieve, only  
time will tell. It’s hoped that, at the  
very least, anyone buying second-hand 
equipment that is being sold with these 
forms will know what has been done  
to that equipment throughout its life. 
Effectively a “full service history”, your 
wallet will become a recorded visible set 
of documents that you and your Rigger  
can clearly see, just like on a car. 

SAFETY FIRST

There is a line on your Record of 
Inspection which your reserve packer 
ticks every repack, stating that all safety 
notices have been checked and complied 
with and that mandatory modifications 
have been done. However, the older kit 
becomes, the harder it becomes to cross 
check – particularly when reserve 
canopies and AADs migrate between 
owners. The only space to try and create  
a record of work at the moment is the 
little reserve packing card unless, like 
some jumpers, you keep every repack in 
your logbook like some drivers have a 
folder full of car MOTs. Therefore, it is 
hoped that the new documents will go 
some way towards fixing this and making 
it much clearer for kit inspections. 

‘The older kit becomes,  
the harder it becomes  
to cross check –  
particularly when reserve 
canopies and AADs  
migrate between owners’



D
ad’s need for speed 
started long before his 
skydiving days and his 
passion for going fast was 
at first fulfilled by racing 
motorbikes. He raced 
back in the Fifties and 

Sixties, taking part in four Grands Prix, and 
he did pretty well too – we have lots of 
trophies from his racing career. He would 
build and re-build bike after bike, striving 
for perfection in his ultimate machine, and 
he raced alongside legends such as Dave 
Degens, Tommy Rob, Phil Read and Derek 
Minter. However, his racing days came to 

an abrupt end in October 1964 while racing 
at Snetterton. The brake cable snapped on 
the Triumph he was riding, causing him to 
lose control and hit the bank, and then his 
bike piled into him too. This crash put him 
in a very critical condition for a long time, 
with broken bones from the top to the 
bottom of his body, and they didn’t think 
he’d make it. With three kids and another 
on the way, my mum Grace understandably 
said no more racing! 

THAT LONG FIRST STEP

With his weekends now free, he would 
spend days out with the family instead.  

LOFTY THOMAS PASSED AWAY RECENTLY AND MANY 
HAVE ASKED: WHO WAS HE? TO ME, HE WAS JUST  
OUR DAD. TO YOU? I’M JUST BEGINNING TO SEE…

WORDS: SARAH THOMAS

On one such weekend, he saw a display  
by the Red Devils Freefall Team at Windsor 
and his need for speed was fuelled once 
more. His first jump was at Thruxton in 
1967 and he was immediately hooked.  
Due to the lack of enough ex-military kit to 
jump, Dad decided to build his own – after 
all, he trained as a coach fitter with Bristol 
Aeroplane Company so pattern making, 
webbing and a sewing machine were hardly 
alien to him. After obtaining an old set of kit 
that had been retired to the bin after no 
longer being serviceable, he set about taking 
it apart to learn the construction, strengths 
and weaknesses. Within weeks, he was 
ready for his first test jump. 

After the kit had been passed by Joe 
Reddick, the Rigger at Netheravon, off he 
went – all kitted up and ready to jump 
with an airfield full of people watching 
and waiting in anticipation. It all went 
just fine, much to some people’s disbelief, 
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On the DZ

Racing days

LOFTY
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Wowing the crowd on a demo in Essex



LOFTY THOMAS

and here was this young guy jumping kit 
he’d made at home, in his back room, all 
by himself. Soon after that, fellow jumper 
Taffy Williams asked if he could buy a set 
of kit – he too was tired of waiting for it  
to become available – which was a sign  
of things to come. When on a trip to 
Bridlington, an opportunity that simply 
could not be ignored presented itself to my 
parents and so Thomas Sports Equipment 
was born in 1971. Dad’s dedication to 
anything and everything he did led to 
improvements in kit and his own designs 
were soon saving lives all over the world.

A LIFE OF DISTINCTION
His personal achievements were many: 
the 1,604 jumps he did (only four were 
reserve rides); the Royal Green Jackets 
took him with them on his highest jump 
from a C130 tailgate at 17,000ft; he was 
awarded the silver medal from the  
Royal Aero Club in 2001 for service to  
the sport; and he attended many World 
Championships as head of delegation 
representing Britain (all but one at his own 
expense) at Lučenec in Czechoslovakia, 
Vichy in France, Mali-lošinj in Yugoslavia, 
Ankara in Turkey, Gatton in Australia and 
back to Vichy again. He was a former 
Chairman of the BPA and also won a 
Sport England Award when he was nearly 
70 for his 30 years with the BPA and his 
commitment to parachuting.

There’s more! He was also a test jumper 
for Irvin Parachute Company from 1969 
to 1972. In 1969, he attained the FAA 
Master Rigger’s Licence in Norwood, 
Boston, USA. He held a BPA Advanced 
Rigger Examiner Licence, recognised 

under the Air Navigation Order by the 
CAA. He skydived in nine countries, 
which may not seem overly great by 
today’s standards, but he’d done this by 
1996 when the world was a lot bigger.  
He worked on a good few films too, with 
the family favourites being The Eagle 

Has Landed, starring Donald Sutherland, 
Michael Caine and Dad as a German 
Rigger, and Hanover Street, in which the 
boys got to be stunt men for Harrison Ford 
and Christopher Plummer. He was an 
advisor and kit supplier on many others.

THE RIGHT STUFF
Dad was a character to whom people 
flocked to hear his tales of the old days of 
jumping rounds with little or no control, 
C9s, Delta Parawings (visually my favourite 
canopy ever!) and kit held together with 
elastic straps, lines on the outside of the 
container, static line jumps at 3,000ft, the 
first 8-way over England, demos (there 
were plenty) and his involvement with 
Grindale Parachute Club in the very early 
days. He was dedicated to the sport even 
after retirement, spending many weekends 
at the new DZ in Bridlington giving advice 
and generally chatting to all who were 
there: students, the experienced, families 
of tandems and anyone who just needed  
to be reassured it was all going to be OK.  
It always was.

Dad did his last jump on August 7 in 
2011, on his 80th birthday. He left the 
Cessna with his two sons and grandson 
looking after him and he landed safely,  
to the relief of family members and much 
applause from onlookers who had no  
idea what this man meant to the sport.  

He always considered himself lucky to have 
jumped with all of his kids at least once, 
and we’re so very proud that he was our 
dad and that he showed us the world and 
how to share what we do best with others. 

BLUE SKIES
It’s with that in mind that we would like 
to thank everyone who attended Dad’s 
last ride into the blue. To the bikers who 
rode with us, your support was most 
welcome in not taking that long, long 
road alone. To those that greeted us, your 
faces told the story of a friend, a brother 
and a man loved and respected so much 
by so many. Lofty was a man I never knew 
as he was simply ‘Our Dad’ – a man who 
lived life to its fullest right to the end! 

We’ve set up a ‘Lofty Thomas Memorial’ 
Facebook page and we’d welcome your 
company, so come and share pictures and 
stories. Join us to celebrate his life. 

 February 2016    49

Dad was test-jumping a new square canopy back in the early piggyback days, 
wearing a chest-mounted reserve – ‘’just in case’’. He stood in line with the  
first-time jumpers and a young student asked him: “Why have you got three 
parachutes, mate?’’ Dad very simply and very calmly replied: “Because I can’t  
fit four, mate!” The student went so pale I thought he was going to faint.  
He genuinely had no idea what Dad was doing and Dad said no more!

“I �rst met Lofty when I was on the 

Royal Marines Free Fall Parachute 

Display Team when the team called 

into Bridlington. Lofty, Chris and 

Derek would join us in jumping our 

Royal Navy Wessex Mk V helicopter. 

The Marines had a long friendship 

with Lofty and one of the nicest 

things I saw was when Lofty was 

head of delegation of the British team 

at the CF World Championships. 

Lofty was asked to lift the cup for 

second place in the 6-way Speed 

which was won by the Royal Marines. 

He was a lovely guy who will always 

be remembered.’’ Andy Guest
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In Australia holding up the cup at the World 

Championships with the Royal Marines
Three generation jump – Lofty with sons Derek 

(L), Chris (R) and grandson Kyle (centre)”
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CHRIS JONES

CHRIS JONES
IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT THOSE WHO KNEW HIM 

LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF CHRIS JONES

WORDS: DAVE LEWIS D9194

C
hris set out on his skydiving 
career on September 24 1987,  
on an Aeroconical at Dave 
Howerski’s Swansea DZ.  
A tremendously keen student, 
he quickly became an 
experienced jumper and his  

love of jumping soon led to him qualifying as  
a super-keen Category System Instructor with  
an exceptional enthusiasm for instructing  
and jumping. If ever there was a load to be 
dispatched or a free slot on a demo, Chris 
would be on it for sure. He also managed  
to keep all the early relative workers in 
Shobdon and Swansea on their toes, 
mainly because he was well-known as 
the fastest falling man in Hereford, 
South Wales and the West Country!

He went on to make a personal 
contribution to the sport he loved  

by serving as the long-time Chairman of the  
DZ Defence Fund. Later, he also gained a  
Private Pilot Licence and his experience in 
General Aviation prompted him, along with  
Rick Boardman, to set up the ‘Flight-Line  
Checks’ stand at the AGM for many years.

During the 1990s, Chris was a stalwart member 
of the Icarus Parachute Display Team and turned 
out every weekend during the summer to shows 

throughout the Midlands and Wales. 
With his caravan and family in 

tow, there was always a source 
of hot brews for the team. 

In 1994, this enabled him, 
along with the rest of  
the team, to jump into  
his wedding to Liz – 
albeit a little late  
(usually the prerogative 

of the bride!).

Chris later went on to instruct at both 
Netheravon and Dunkeswell, and was well-known 
for his boundless enthusiasm. He carried his 
Instructor role easily, using his natural 
authoritative schoolmaster manner. Chris had  
a wicked sense of humour, though, and was  
always the first to see the funny side of things.  
He did not always take life too seriously but,  
when it came to matters of science, he could  
be extremely pedantic.

Chris died at Dunkeswell on July 31 2015,  
doing what he loved; dispatching a lift of students 
and following them out. The sport will miss him 
dearly. He was one of the early stalwarts of sport 
parachuting in the UK, great fun to be with, and  
a good friend and companion.

A committed family man, Chris is survived by his 
wife Liz and children Joanne, Katie and Gareth. 

Blue skies, mate.



 

CUSTOM BUILT, 

STATE OF THE 

ART SUITS

For all types of Skydiving, from 

Formation Skydiving to FreeFly, 

Style and Accuracy to Tandem 

and Canopy Formation to 

Student training

Custom suit designer system 

on our web site

We also build a range of other 

high quality items including 

Weight belts, Gear Bags and 

‘Warmwear’ thermal suits

LARGE STOCK LIST OF 

NEW AND USED RIGS AND 

CANOPIES ON OUR WEBSITE

Headcorn Airfield, Kent TN27 9HX      Tel: 01622 890 967      Fax: 01622 891 236      Email: symbiosis.suits@btinternet.com 

THE KIT STORE & SYMBIOSIS SUITS The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX

AIRTEC, ICARUS, MIRAGE, SUNPATH, AERODYNE, BONEHEAD, CHUTE SHOP,  

SKY SYSTEMS, THOMAS SPORTS, SYMBIOSIS SUITS, PERFORMANCE DESIGNS 

PACKING 

AND RIGGING 

AVAILABLE

“YES WE 

MAIL ORDER 

TOO”

The Kit Store 
The One Stop Skydiving Shop

www.symbiosissuits.co.uk 

www.thekitstoreltd.co.uk
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Stadium approach, by James Stevenson



 February 2016    53

WHAT IS IT?

In the olden days, a ‘base and pin’ was a 2-way 

FS group. One person would stay still as base 

and the other would ‘pin’ them. The phrase has 

died out a bit in FS, but ‘swoop to pin’ is still  

one of the skills needed to complete FS1. It’s 

also referred to as ‘dive and approach a target’, 

although coaches often like to remind their 

students that they are a destination, not a 

target! These days, a ‘base and pin’ is more 

likely to refer to a CF dock than an FS dock.

HOW DO YOU SWOOP TO PIN?

Carefully at first! Having already mastered 

docking on somebody, your first swoop to pin 

will involve your coach leaving the aircraft 

before you. Then, a second or two later, you  

will follow them. However, you are training  

for a skill that can be extended to longer and 

longer periods of time. Large formations can 

involve multiple aircraft and there has to be 

somebody who leaves last!

SO WHAT DO I DO?

The FS Manual explains the vertical dive 

position, also known as a no-lift dive position.  

It creates minimum lift because it has a very  

low angle of attack in relation to the relative  

air. Obviously, this is the quickest way to lose 

vertical distance due to minimum air 

resistance. To transition into this position,  

you start from a dive exit, swoop back the  

arms and extend the legs as if you were 

tracking. Try to maintain visual contact  

with your formation at all times.

OK, NOW WHAT?

How much time you spend in the vertical dive 

position while reducing vertical distance depends 

on how long you wait before leaving the aircraft 

after the target. Remember: it is better to be  

too early than too late. By maintaining eye 

contact with your coach or formation as you 

reduce the vertical separation, your head will 

naturally lift and this assists in your transition 

from the vertical dive to a �atter position.  

As your angle of attack changes, it produces 

more air pressure on the underside of your  

body and slows your rate of descent. 

HOW DO I STOP?!

You are now travelling at a much higher speed 

than you have experienced before. To reduce 

speed quickly from this position, we can use  

the body �are. Judging when to �are requires 

anticipation and it’s best to err on the side of 

caution – aim to be early. 

THE STADIUM APPROACH

Ideally, you will be 100ft above your target.  

Use a combination of fast fall and forward 

movement to close the remaining distance.  

A good approach would be at a 45  ̊angle down 

towards your target but aim to set up on level 

and 10ft out. Close the remaining distance on 

level, stop and pick up grips. If you transition 

out of the no-lift dive too early and still have a 

few hundred feet to go, then you can transition 

back into a vertical dive for a few seconds 

before �aring out again. Imagine the seats in  

a football stadium: steep at the top, shallow 

near the pitch. This should give you a good  

idea of the shape of the swoop we are trying  

to achieve. 

By Liz Ashley

 

The FS Manual was written by Georgie Roles in 

2013 and is available from bpa.org.uk

PROGRESSION ZONE

NEW  
COACHES 
The DZs given are the ones 
where the coach achieved 
their rating, but they may be 
available to coach at other 

DZs. Congratulations to all.

BASIC FF COACH
Alexander Clark, Netheravon

CP COACH
Scott Mackenzie, Dunkeswell

FS COACH
Ashley Horton, Netheravon

William Ross, RAPA

Jon McMahon, Cyprus

Tom Bellis, Netheravon

No-momentum docking, by James Stevenson

Vertical dive position, 

by Gary Wainwright
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HOW LOW  
DID THEY GO? 

BAD 
HABIT
Thanks to Les Cooper for sending in this 

photo of a bad habit he has spotted. 

Some people are storing their pull-up cord 

or packing tool under the main flap of their 

container. This is not a good idea; it could work 

loose. Les knows of one packing tool that has 

found its way to freedom in freefall, thankfully 

not hitting anyone or anything. I wouldn’t want  

to be standing underneath where that lands!  

It could also �nd its way around the main  

bridle or pin, causing a malfunction. Lots of 

containers do have a small pocket for storing  

a pull-up cord, but they are always on a part  

of the rig that lies flush against the jumper  

such as the backpad, mudflap or legstrap.

The end of 2015 saw three AAD �res in the 

UK. The �rst involved a jumper with 174 jumps 

who was unable to locate his toggle after 

tracking away from a formation. After several 

attempts, he carried out his reserve drills  

and his Vigil �red at about the same time. 

The second report involved a jumper  

with 243 jumps who had a premature 

deployment of his main while flying on his  

back. The lines and bag caught his arm and 

broke it above the elbow. He deployed his  

main and then released a brake but could  

not locate the other, causing a rotation.  

The third report was of jumper with 54 jumps 

who lost altitude awareness and deployed  

his main at approximately 2,000ft. His Vigil  

�red just after that, but did not result in the  

reserve inflating. 

The BPA Riggers’ Subcommittee also heard 

a report of an incident in Spain where two 

jumpers collided towards the bottom end of 

a tracking dive. One of them was knocked 

unconscious and was falling towards the 

ground on his back. The AAD �red and he 

only had a few seconds of reserve canopy 

deployment before impacting the ground, 

resulting in the jumper being badly injured.  

He was back-to-earth, which it was believed 

may have slowed down the opening sequence 

of the reserve canopy. 

Noel Purcell (former CI, Hibaldstow) 

expressed concern at the meeting about 

increasing the �ring height on the AAD to suit 

the type of descent to be carried out. He said 

that it should be compatible with the main 

canopy opening height. However, his only 

concern with increasing �ring heights was 

educating jumpers that they have to pull  

higher and also reminding them to read  

their AAD manual. 

Mark Bayada (CI, APA Netheravon) 

reported that he had also spoken to the AAD 

manufacturers and spoke of their discussion 

with regard to tight containers. He believed  

that this was something that packers should 

flag up with kit owners. 

He therefore cutaway, expecting his RSL  

to deploy his reserve. His Cypres activated, 

deploying the reserve. On inspection on the 

ground after the incident, it was noted that  

the RSL had become detached. There was  

no explanation, as it was attached when 

checked on the flight line. 

SAFETY ZONE

By Liz Ashley
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Cookie Dual Top Plate
Hot on the heels of the flat top mount  

for their hugely popular Fuel open  

face helmet, Cookie have released 

the Dual Top Plate.

Out of the box, the Dual 

Top Plate has two posts 

already attached for you 

to mate two GoPros to.  

If GoPros aren’t your thing, 

these can easily be removed 

and you can attach two of their 

Flatlock camera mounts – giving 

you endless possibilities for attaching 

cameras to your noggin.

If stills with a remote shutter release  

are your thing or you use something like  

a Hypeye, the low-pro�le Dual Top Plate  

allows easy access for drilling into the  

helmet for interior cable routing.

The Fuel Dual Top Plate retails for $149,  

which includes factory fitting to your helmet.  

To find out more, check out flycookie.com

Garmin Fenix 3
Jumping with an altimeter/watch 

combo divides opinions among 

skydivers. Personally, I’m a big fan  

and have used one for the last eight 

years – largely because it’s already 

on my wrist and I won’t forget it.

Currently jumping a Suunto Core,  

I was keen to check out the Fenix 3  

from Garmin. Not only does it offer 

altitude information, it also has  

GPS built in, as well a host of other 

‘smart-watch’ features. 

After setting it all up, I took it for 

a jump and was pretty impressed. It 

worked as expected as an alti, providing 

a reading in feet or metres all the way 

up and all the way down. There was no 

noticeable lag and it kept up with the 

Alti-2 Galaxy I was using as a control.  

The numbers were nice and clear  

in freefall and proved very accurate, 

especially under canopy.  

All data shown on the 3.1cm colour 

display was logged so, if you were so 

inclined, you could lay it over Google 

Maps to see how your jump went.

Although not tested, the watch also 

offers GPS functionality, which could 

direct you back to the DZ using arrows. 

Not that anyone would ever need that 

kind of functionality, right?

In normal use, the watch was a solid 

and chunky timepiece that, once paired 

with your smartphone, is able to display 

noti�cations like who was calling, show 

text messages or calendar information 

– all with an attention-grabbing vibrate.

Battery life seemed good, going a 

week or so between charges, though it 

of course depends how much you use it.

If you’re an experienced jumper and 

are considering jumping a watch with 

an alti feature, make sure you speak to 

your CI �rst. Some watches are better 

than others, but none are clearer to 

read than a standard analogue alti. 

Available in silver and black �nishes, 

you can �nd out more at Garmin.com

RRP £379

Vortex Grounding
Parachute Systems, makers of the 

Vortex harness container system, have 

released a Product Service Bulletin that 

sadly requires mandatory permanent 

grounding of affected containers. 

PSB 2016-01 notes that a stainless 

steel base ring (from the three rings) 

presented with a problem during inspection 

which has now led, in the now-updated 

PSB, to a full grounding of any container 

using rings from the same batch. 

If you own a Vortex container, you must 

check your large rings for a stamp located 

on the rear side of the ring. If it is marked 

‘DSF’, your container is affected and must 

no longer be used. Each base ring of the 

three-ring system must be checked, as 

well as large rings elsewhere on the 

system such as hip and chest rings.

Although it’s a kick in the teeth if you’re 

affected, Parachute Systems are going 

above and beyond and will build you a 

completely new container at no cost.  

You can even add extra cash for new 

options such as a SkyHook.

To find out more about the bulletin,  

visit ParachuteSystems.com

GEAR ZONE

By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan

2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan
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3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambs PE15 0EA
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft
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6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield, 
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
info@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander
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8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow,Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine, SMG-92 

single turbine, Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northants NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club, 
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Three Cessna Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Cessna Grand Caravan
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15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire 
OX10 6AS
T: 0845 1307 194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Skydive Southcoast Ltd

Hangar 3, Old Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 323628
info@skydivesouthcoast.co.uk
skydivesouthcoast.co.uk

Airvan, Cessna 206 and 172

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 St George

Skydive St George

Durham Tees Valley Airport, 
Darlington DL2 1LU
T: 01325 337929
info@skydivestgeorge.co.uk
skydivestgeorge.co.uk

Airvan

19 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

20 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

PAGE 

76
21 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan
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22 Tilstock

The Parachute Centre

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@theparachutecentre.com
theparachutecentre.com

Airvan
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23 UK Para Beccles

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan
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24 UK Para Sibson

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

25 Weston

RAF 22 Training Group

Currently military only

26 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
skydivewildgeese.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: 0035 724 744337
info@skydivecyprus.com.cy
skydivecyprus.com.cy

PBN Piston Islander

RAPA

Skydive Bad Lippspringe

Flugplatz1, 33175  
Bad Lippspringe, Germany 
T: 0049 5254 982 2378
info@skydive-badlippspringe.com
skydive-badlippspringe.com

Cessna Caravan 208

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Jeff Chandler, Top POP 
1 Beaulieu Road, Boscombe Down, 
Amesbury, Wiltshire SP4 7PD
T: 07779 580399
jeffchandler@hotmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

AFFILIATED DZS AVAILABLE 
TO BPA MEMBERS – HOW 
MANY HAVE YOU JUMPED AT?
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1  Joe Kennedy, Skydive 

Jersey’s Club Member of  

the Year

2  Neil Rigby’s 500th, 

by Duncan Haynes

3  Tom Ireland, by Chad Smith

4  Twin Otter, by Andrew Mines

5  Sunset at Black Knights

6  Front flip exit at Hib
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CLUB ZONE

NEWS
BCPA

IF YOU WANNA BE  

MY AFFI…
The BCPA welcomed in 2016 out in the Algarve, with 40 skydivers 

taking over the DZ, bars and beaches for 12 days over the end of 

December and into January. We had lots of progression and lots  

of fun; definitely a good sign of things to come!

Many of our members had exams last month and we hope they went 

well. If not, don’t worry. Spring and summer are coming, which means 

warm weather, more events and more jumping!

Our next Indoor Skydiving Championships event is at Bodyflight 

Bedford, complete with a whopping 10 hours of flying over Valentine’s 

weekend and top-notch coaching from Phoenix 4-way and Omni VFS. 

Competitions include 4-way FS, 2-way FF and our legendary tunnel 

twister, with points from these being worth triple that of the normal 

Monthly Draws! Prizes are kindly provided by our new sponsor for 

2016 – XDream Sports. It goes without saying that the Saturday night 

disco will be loud and oh-so-cheesy. Bring on the Disney and Spice 

Girls tunes!

The rest of the year is starting to look very exciting, with the following 

events all confirmed:

Mar 11-13: BCPA Peterlee 

Mar 21-Apr 4: BCPA Easter Tour to Perris, California

Jun 1-5: BCPA Dunkeswell

Nationals and one other event for April/May time are still being 

confirmed as I write this, so please watch this space. You can also 

keep up to date on our Facebook page and website.

See you all very soon.

Cara Pritchard

BECCLES

SPANNER IN  

THE WORKS
So another year of jumping and all-round fun times is over here at 

UK Para Beccles and, boy, what a year it has been. We’ve had loads of 

new staff come on board this year and they have in turn helped new 

jumpers get involved, progress and ultimately rock out in the skies. 

Better yet, 2015 saw the best year so far for club jumping, AFF levels 

and progression though the BPA Licences. The number of clubbies 

who gained their FS1s and FF1s alone is truly remarkable and it 

makes me proud to see how well the club scene has grown in not only 

flat- and freefly but in wingsuiting and canopy work too. Thank you  

to all of our Instructors, Coaches and club members who worked  

hard to see this happen. Without you guys and gals, the progression 

we’ve achieved wouldn’t have been possible.

In December, we had our annual Christmas dinner and party. This 

year, it was held at the Carlton Manor and saw something like 50 

club jumpers and partners descend for a slap-up three-course dinner, 

awards, speeches and plenty of dodgy drunken dancing. 

Tomo provided a most entertaining speech as usual before moving on 

to the awards. This year’s Student of the Year Award went to Ashley 

Bunn. Well done fella – you’ve worked hard this year and deserve the 

recognition. The Converted Club Jumper of the Year Award went to 

Gary Murray, who has single-handedly put so much money in the UK 

Para tills that Tomo is asking Jimmy Carr for tax avoidance advice. 

Seriously, though, it’s always a pleasure to have you about and we’ve 

got to a point where we can just about tolerate listening to your 

incessant yakking on the plane ride up to altitude. The final award 

given out this year was the Spanner of the Year Award, which went  

to Rick Thompson for the most fatal of crimes: boasting that he  

could get on a big-way formation, choosing to go last, going low on 

everyone else and having his shame captured on film. On the other 

hand, at least he took the heat away from my little indiscretion and 

thus saved me from the Spanner of the Year Award. 

Thanks to everyone who came for making it such a brilliant party  

and, for those who missed it, make sure you keep the date free for 

next year’s party.

We kicked off 2016 with a New Year’s Day jumping session and plenty 

of clubbies and students braved the chill to put up eight loads. Well 

done to all those who took part, especially as it meant you had to have 

a low-key New Year’s Eve to be alcohol-free for the day. 

Looking forward to 2016, our hardworking AFF Instructors will 

be running plenty of progression days and Sy will undoubtedly be 

running his famed packing courses throughout the year too. The 

annual Scrambles event will be held over the May Bank Holiday and, 

as usual, it will be open to all levels. Make sure to keep an eye out on 

our Facebook page and club news for all the latest event and training 

news too. 

Much love from me and the UK Para team, you bunch of flunk-floating 

rig-rippers, and let’s have an epic and safe 2016. Also, can you make 

sure to pass on any photos and news so I can include them in the 

Mag? Otherwise you’re just going to get pictures of me, and no one 

wants that...

James Page

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Mel Allen  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Ashley Bunn, 

Gregory Schmidt 

BLACK KNIGHTS

RAIN STOPS PLAY
Well, we have had a disappointing end to the 2015 season. With the 

constant winds and heavy rain, we have not been playing for some 

time now.

We would, however, like to thank all of the club members and staff 

who attended the firework party. It was an awesome display, as 

always, which was set out by Phil, Dave and Paul, and a big thank  

you to Susie for providing the food. We look forward to doing it again 

in 2016.

A big thank you goes to Mark Lord for his continual commitment. 

Despite the weather being against us, he tried very hard to put 

together the FS event for the Christmas boogie. Although we were 

unable to complete this, we do have plans to carry out the events  

in 2016 and, if anyone has any further requests for progression,  

please speak to Mark.

The Christmas party was great fun and I am sure that there were  

a few sore heads the next day. Congratulations go to Catherine 

Leather, Mike Richardson and Mark Lord for their awards. A big  

thank you goes to all the hard working staff at BKPC, and we look 

forward to seeing you all again in 2016. 

While we were closed in January, we were still working behind the  

BECCLES

James Page on  

a tandem with  

Andy Parker
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scenes to put events in place for 2016. We have Trevor Hookings 

coming to provide big-way events, we will be looking at putting on  

some events for FF and CReW and, of course, there will be wingsuit 

events. We will be providing a calendar of events shortly, so keep  

an eye on Facebook.

Congratulations to Chris Davison and Carl Marsh for completing  

their CSBIs successfully, and we have a few RAPS courses lined up  

for you in 2016 to keep you busy. By the time you read this, Dave 

Simpson will be on his CSI course and we wish him all the best of  

luck. If anyone else has an interest in developing their skydiving 

teaching pathway, please speak to Paul.

We look forward to seeing all of our regular skydivers and current 

students again, and we hope that 2016 provides us with better 

weather than we finished with!

Blue skies

Felix

BRIDLINGTON

SOMEONE’S BEEN 

ARSON AROUND
The party season was… interesting at Skydive GB. First up, the 

Halloween/bonfire (arson) party was decidedly awesome. The bonfire 

was so big that there was a running sweepstake as to whether the 

fence would catch light along with the majority of the buildings. 

Fortunately, everyone survived. It was great to see so many locals 

attending, we had to restock the bar on at least three occasions and  

a big thank you goes to Steve ‘Ninja’ Perkins for the food. There was  

a fancy dress theme, so Paul’s zip-up face and meat cleaver was 

enough to scare anyone and the boot-neck contingent managed to 

scare our pilot nicely when they serenaded him too. Denis worked  

on the door for us, and funnily enough, everyone paid!

The end of season party was a slightly quieter affair until the landlady 

and her hula girl husband turned up with Father Christmas, Wally, 

Batman, Batgirl and various others. The Student of the Year Award 

went to David Ruston, and it was well deserved.

Denis Ivanov, Alec and I went to Langar for the night jump event in 

November. Denis went because he wanted to do a night jump, I went 

because I needed to do a night jump and Alec went for no particular 

reason simply because he is daft.

Karen Saunders has completed her Advanced Rigging qualification,  

so huge congratulations go to her. Karen and Steve have been 

facilitating AFF courses in Spain through Skydive GB recently  

and these are going well – we hope to see more in the future. 

Louise Aveyard has qualified after completing her AFF and has since 

returned to Skydive GB. We called her a traitor for a significant period 

of time, but love having her back at her home DZ. 

The season got off to a great start and we managed to jump on New 

Year’s Day. This did admittedly lull us into a false sense of security 

and the weather has been shocking ever since. The first person to 

jump this season was Paul Gibbs, only because he was too cold to go 

to the top and got out at 5k. The rest of the lunatics went to 10k and 

only suffered mild cases of hypothermia. Thank you to Dave Pinkney 

for coming in to fly on New Year’s Day and for doing such a fine job.

We are looking forward to this season and all that it brings, so we 

hope to see more students and create some ‘homegrown’ Bridlington 

jumpers this year. In relation to the centre, the aim is to get on with 

the new hangar and start opening during the week. Progression 

weeks will be happening, along with a safety day and coaching. 

Karen is available and on site for rigging work and advice too.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all the 

effort that they put into the centre to make it what it is.

Sara Orton

ACHIEVEMENTS
GRADUATED AFF  Louise Aveyard

CARK

A PARTY TO 

REMEMBER
Thanks to a wet December, the Christmas party was a very exciting 

experience. By 5pm, the lower bar was taking on water and everyone 

had to evacuate into the upper bar. After a brilliant meal came the 

awards and speeches, so congratulations to our winners:

Student of the Year: Collette O’Neil

Skydiver of the Year: Laura Sidhom

As the speeches ended, the water had risen and was now trickling  

in under the doors of the main dining room. Once again evacuated to 

the upper bar, the disco bounced on until midnight when a halt was 

called to the evening, the bar closed the electricity off and everyone 

went to bed – with some in their wellies.

With the kitchens underwater, breakfast was served five miles down 

the road at another hotel. It wasn’t until late morning/early afternoon 

that many could make their way out of Cumbria, with the roads only 

now just being passable. Happy New Year!

Big congratulations to Richard on gaining his CSI rating after lots of 

hard work in a very short space of time. Well done indeed, and a warm 

welcome to the Cark staff.

Following Craig O’Hare’s visit, Alpha Yankee is ready to go with her 

signed off C of A. Vicky Auld will soon be heading north, but will be 

back from the cold and ready for the season’s jumping.

Stu Morris 

BLACK KNIGHTS

Tandem and two 

cameras exit 

the Blackhawk 

Caravan

BRIDLINGTON

Alec Flint, Sophie 

O’Connor, Eddie 

O’Brien, Rachael 

Poole, Paul Gibbs 

and Dave Ruston 

jumping on  

New Year’s Day,  

by Paul Gibbs

CLUB ZONE







 February 2016    67

CHATTERIS

REST FOR THE WICKED
It’s been a quiet few months at the dropzone, mostly because it’s 

been closed from December 19 to February 6, but we also had some 

terrible weather in the weeks leading up to New Year. Many of our 

regulars decided to cut their losses and escape to foreign lands with 

better weather, while others trekked to distant (or not so distant) 

dropzones to satisfy their skydiving cravings.

The AGM took place on December 19 and was attended by both 

staff and regular skydivers at the DZ. They discussed the possibility 

of safety nights so, if you’re interested, keep an eye out for more 

information. There was also talk of a night jump. Later that evening 

was the Christmas party, where dedicated jumpers got suitably 

drunk and it was announced that yours truly won Student of the Year 

(although someone accepted on my behalf because I wasn’t there!).

We’re all looking forward to a new year full of new challenges, 

experiences and good times – see you there!

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Jack Mountfield  

JUMP NUMBERS  300  Alex Kean   

CYPRUS

WINTER? NOPE,  
NEVER HEARD OF IT

Happy New Year from Cyprus! Firstly, I would 

like to take this opportunity to welcome Andy 

Duncan and his wife Lisa to Cyprus. Andy is 

taking over the reins from Martin White as the 

DZ’s new CI. All of us here at Skydive Cyprus 

wish him and his family a successful and 

enjoyable time here in the sun.

We ended the year here in Cyprus in elegance and style with our 

annual Christmas Party, with plenty more fun and games planned. 

We look forward to welcoming everybody back after a well-earned 

rest, and there’s a lot to look forward to in 2016. The club continues  

to go from strength to strength, with new students signing up for  

AFF and RAPS. If you fancy giving the best sport in the world a go,  

you can find us on Facebook. Better yet, Kingsfield offers arguably  

one of the best views in the world when looking across Larnaca Bay 

from 11,000ft…

Leigh Hobson

DUNKESWELL

BUZZ IN THE 2016
Happy New Year everybody! First up, we are delighted to announce 

that our Chief Instructor Andy Guest has been awarded a BPA Star. 

There is nobody in the sport like Andy and we are hugely proud and 

honoured to have him at Dunkeswell. Not only is the man a true 

living legend, but his passion for the sport is infectious and he will 

always have stories to tell. For him, everyone in the world deserves 

his time and effort – no matter who they are and where they come 

from. The Star Award going to Andy comes as no surprise to us; 

he deserves it a million times! If you haven’t been to Dunkeswell 

yet, come on over. You will be greeted by this super friendly CI and 

instantly made to feel at home. For more, check out P22.

This year is going to be very exciting, with lots of balloon jumps, 

freeflying, FS Big-ways and swooping. However, we will no longer 

have Twin Beech Boogies because three full-time Beech99s has 

become the norm for our DZ! Instead, we will have Summer Party 

weekends with cheap jump tickets, BBQ, fireworks, music and  

load organisers. As ever, please check our website and Facebook  

for dates.

On June 1-6, we will host the MADNESS – otherwise known as  

the BCPA’s Boogie! We are very much looking forward to this.  

Last time, the students partied like mad last time and jumped  

theirs socks off with some good quality tracking, freeflying,  

canopy formations and FS.

We will be sponsoring more FS 4-way teams than ever this year.  

Our AAA team Vision99 did amazingly well last year, finishing 2015 

by representing the UK at the World Air Games in Dubai. For more on  

that too, see P26.

To kick-start the 2016 competition season for FS 4-way jumpers,  

we will have a very special big event here in Dunkeswell! Please 

reserve the Bank Holiday Monday on May 30 for the Dunkeswell 

4-way Cup. There are prizes to win and the competition is on a  

Monday so you can train on the weekend too.

If you haven’t got your swoop pants on yet, perhaps this will be 

YOUR year to get to the next level? It’s about time you tried out 

one of the finest swoop ponds in Europe. It’s right here in the UK’s 

Dunkeswell, after all. If you are new to swooping and want to  

learn the best way possible, the WORLD’s best swooper and  

coach Nick Batsch will be here, date TBA.

For those at Advanced and Pro level of Swooping and who are ready 

for the competitions, we will have three Swoop competitions in 2016. 

They are the BPA CP Grand Prix 1 in June, the BPA CP Nationals in 

July and the BPA CP Grand Prix 2 in September. 

CHATTERIS

Packing time, by 

Andrew Mines

DUNKESWELL 

Sunset and two 

canopies, by  

Krista Radzina

CYPRUS (LEFT)

Joey and Leigh

CLUB ZONE
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We will also hold the Guinness World Record attempt for The Most 

Tandem Skydives in 24 Hours from Flight Level 150 on June 20.  

If any of you are available to volunteer with us that day, please let  

us know. It will be the busiest day of a busy year! 

You can now find us online at skydive.buzz or on Facebook at 

Skydive99 – Dunkeswell.

Miko

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Julie Beavis, Amanda Kozlo, Martin 

Leadley, Steven Scott, Sean Selley  CH2/JM1  

Leighton Cross  FS1  Emil Waite Taylor  WS1  Dinesh Pall  JUMP NUMBERS  

200  Arthur Amarra

HEADCORN

RAIN DOESN’T  

STOP PLAY
It’s that dreaded time of year again when the weather stops us 

from doing what we all love the most. Unfortunately, that means 

there isn’t too much news to share either. The unusually warm 

temperatures this winter meant a lot of cloud putting an early halt 

on our jumping. This was followed by the yearly spell of prolonged 

heavy rain, leaving us with a very soggy runway. As a result, our club 

members are getting a bit twitchy and are discussing a DZ runway 

rowing club or the possibilities of hiring a seaplane. Don’t worry, 

guys – spring is on the horizon, so hopefully the weather gods will  

be kind and let us get our fix soon.

The Caravan went in for its annual check at the start of December 

and our trusty Islander has had a brand new left engine! It has done 

very little jump flying in the past couple of months, but it has still 

been on a few jollies to break in the new engine. This was good for 

keeping the receptionist (me) happy on a very quiet day thanks to  

a nice trip down to the coast with parachute pilot Richard Parrott.

Unlike last Christmas, we didn’t manage to get our Christmas Day  

or New Year’s Day jumps in. On the bright side, this did allow 

everyone to take full advantage of the festive period and no doubt 

have a very merry time. The Airfield Christmas party had a good 

outcome this year. Lots of fun was had, but the skydivers did a good 

job at staying reasonably sensible (a rare occurrence).

The annual trip to Florida in March organised by Simon Hughes is 

approaching fast and there is still space left. If you’re interested, you 

can get hold of Simon by giving the Parachute Club a call. It’s always  

a fun way to start off the jumping season. 

I think I speak for everyone by saying 2015 was an awesome year 

and we are all looking forward to seeing what 2016 has in store. 

I do know that it is sure to have plenty of jumping, a shedload of 

achievements and a hell of a lot of fun. 

We look forward to seeing our regular club jumpers, along with any 

‘more than welcome’ passers-by, very soon.

(Hopefully soon) Blue Skies 

Georgie Rhodes 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Emma Negus  CH2/JM1  Tony Lloyd 

Jessop  FS1  Stuart Turner  FF1  Dom Smith  

ONE HOUR IN FREEFALL  Stuart Turner  

HIBALDSTOW

I’D LIKE TO THANK  

THE DZ…
The end of the season was as boisterous as usual thanks to our 

Christmas party, which saw another fine meal from our in-house team 

for the century of jumpers who came to see the season out. Alongside 

the Christmas meal comes our favourite award ceremony and, with it, 

quite often more applause than the Nationals! Feast your eyes on this 

year’s emotional winners:

Spammer of the Year: Guy Wilshaw 

This was hotly contested between Richard Cotton and Guy, but the 

winner just snuck in. Known for mashing Thursganising groups,  

Guy took the award but it was possibly a little premature because  

he was spotted turning points in 14-ways for fun out in Algarve just  

a month earlier. Sorry Guy – the people have spoken!

Faceplanter of the Year: Richard Cotton

Ah, Richard – once a planter, always a planter! Or so, at least, in the 

eyes of the people! One mild slip over in one of the first days of the 

year was enough to seal Chaddy’s fate. If only it was a week later –  

we could have voted for Andy Eady, who chewed mud on his last  

jump of the year!

Boozehound of the Year: Elliott Brown

Taking 80% of the votes, Elliott Brown won Boozehound 2015 in style 

and the king of the Martini carried a bottle of water from the stage. 

Appropriate, after a season of cocktails!

Best Student of the Year: Kat Haspell

It was a season of highs and lows for Kat, but completing her  

A Licence was just the start. She is pushing on through her FS 

coaching and is hoping to get on a team in early 2016. Keep it up!

Most Progressed Recent Graduate: Corrie Edgar

Corrie’s efforts in skydiving this year have really shone through. She 

passed her FS1 with one of the best graduation dives we’ve seen  

HEADCORN 

Tandem Instructor 

Janos Leszko with 

Chris Lynch in the 

background, by 

Chad Smith

HIBALDSTOW 

Big-way exit, by 

Andy Pointer
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and ran full speed into fun jumping, very quickly climbing the ladder of 

competency – all with a smile on her face and, occasionally, mud on 

her bum.

Team of the Year 2015: Future Cynics

A very close-run battle between Kintama, who took AA gold, and 

Future Cynics, who took A bronze, but it’s not the colour of the medal 

that matters for team of the year. Having come from nothing this 

season and going all the way to being pipped on the last round of  

the Nationals, doing it all in 30 jumps is inspirational. 

Instructor of the Year 2015: Richard Cotton

A landslide vote for Richard this year. He is one of our newest staff 

members who has picked up all the ratings and is always seen in the 

bar on a weekend and in the sky fun jumping. An obvious choice. 

Skydiver of the Year 2015: Nigel Thurston 

There were lots of ideas on who should receive this award, but it’s 

nice to see Nigel win for something a little different this year. He 

committed himself to wingsuiting this season and has seen success 

on every level. Having picked up the WS world record out in Perris, 

he is now back the UK to work on his coach rating to get more people 

into the sport. With only a few jumps left before he can be offered it, it 

won’t be too long before you’re in the sky with him learning how to fly. 

All in all, it was great, well-rounded season even if it was a little wet 

and windy. Thanks to everyone for a great year, but don’t forget it’s  

all about to begin again. Get online and get informed! The machine 

that is Hibaldstow is powering up as you read this...

Stu Ferguson

JERSEY

PUNS, POTATOES AND 
THE PRIX D’AVIATION
Last year was a great year for Skydive Jersey, complete with lots 

of happy tandem students, static line pupils and fun jumpers, and 

our annual end of year awards bash was held at the Aero Club to 

recognise everyone’s achievements and celebrate the end of the 

season. If you’ve read any of the previous articles, you’ll know I’ve  

been banging on about the static line courses and how much they 

mean to the progress of the club – bringing new blood into the 

club and the sport. Mally was obviously very proud to hand out the 

certificate for graduation from static course to first freefall which 

went to the equally ex-static (yes, eat my pun) Brian Heath. Brian  

was a big winner on the night, also taking the Prix D’Aviation prize  

for his service as one of the meat bomber pilots this year. 

Brian was in good company when he took his first freefall in  

2015 too, with others being recognised for their stellar  

achievements including Simon Humprys, Ian Mawson,  

Sara Montalvao and Matt Falloon.

For super fast progression through jump numbers and 

competencies, Michael Stocks was awarded the Most Progressed 

Jumper at Skydive Jersey Award for 2015. Congratulations on  

a very impressive rate of improvement! 

The Club Member of the Year Award went to Joe Kennedy, who 

has his name on the plaque already since this is his second time 

receiving this award. He’s a legend at the club, devoting his  

valuable free time to ensure that the club keeps running, serving  

as DZ control, keeping the trusty boat ready for action and always 

being willing to share a story from his eventful skydive career.  

We salute you for your dedication to the club, Mr Chairman! 

Last but not least is the Skydive Jersey Potato Head Award. This  

goes to the person deemed by last year’s winner (James Evans) to 

have provided a bit of entertainment at their own expense or who  

had a moment where their head was truly filled with potato. We 

can all learn from our own mistakes or the mistakes of others, so 

thanks go to Liam Hardman for reminding us to pull our parachute 

before the AAD makes the decision for us. A momentary lapse of 

concentration resulted in a couple of parachutes above his head,  

but thankfully the diagnosis was only of temporary bruising of the 

ego so we can look back and be reminded of the importance of 

altitude awareness. The Mr Potato Head sitting on the trophy  

shelf will be a reminder of it in 2016 and I’m sure Liam won’t want to 

be reminded of it, so we won’t call him Liam Low-pull from now on. 

We’re looking forward to some high times in 2016. If you want to  

jump the beach in Jersey, get in touch with us to check our opening 

dates, keep travelling in a southerly direction and find us on the 

biggest Channel Island just before you reach France. 

Nigel O’Brien

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS  600  Nigel O’Brien

LANGAR

RIOTOUS ASSEMBLY
It’s been hard work finding a gap to jump through this winter, but 

we still did whatever we could. A few real die-hards even managed  

to record some achievements, so it couldn’t have been that bad!

Talking of die-hards, Dean Fisher celebrated 50 years (count ‘em!)  

in the sport this winter. Gareth fettled up his Cessna 150 into a  

one-man jumpship especially for the occasion; not bad to get your 

own private plane provided! Dean did the step-exit he used on his  

first jump all that time ago and it brought back some great memories. 

We couldn’t find him some dubious military surplus gear to use, 

though, so he had to jump that new-fangled modern rubbish. 

JERSEY 

Brian Heath and 

his First Freefall 

certificate

JERSEY 

Most Progressed 

Skydiver Michael 

Stocks

LANGAR 

Dean’s 50th 

anniversary,  

by Chris Cook
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We had some lovely night jumps on a beautiful evening at the end  

of November where everybody was lit up like Christmas trees.  

Chris Judd was even wrapped in a string of fairy lights!

Winter is great for social events, and our annual Bonfire and 

Halloween party lived up to its reputation as a good night. We burned 

through explosives at more than £100 a minute and disposed of a 

truly vast amount of waste wood on TWO huge bonfires this year!  

We were saving bonfire two for another event until it was sneakily 

fired up later in the evening by miscreants who shall remain nameless. 

It was particularly enjoyed by the Fire Service after a local villager 

invited them to join in around midnight...

The Langar Christmas Party at the Windmill in Redmile was well 

attended, but was perhaps not rowdy enough to maintain our notoriety 

as maniacs and general reprobates. We must try harder!

Thanks to all the visiting jumpers who joined us over Christmas and 

New Year. It’s good to see new faces! Don’t forget we’re here the  

rest of the year, too: everybody is always welcome.

For your diary: Langar Boogie 1 is on April 20-24 and Boogie 2 will 

be on September 10-18. We’ve got the UKSL 4-way on May 7-8 and 

Team 4mula are offering 4-way coaching on the second weekend 

of each month to get you in shape for competition too. As ever, 

there are loads more events coming up so keep an eye on facebook/

skydivelangar for details.

Tony Danbury

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH1/CAT8  Lucy Brown  CH2  Paul Walsh  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Paul Walsh  200  

Andy Thomas  500  Si Flisher  50 YEARS IN THE SPORT  Dean Fisher

NETHERAVON

WE’RE GONNA  

NEED A BIGGER 

TROPHY CABINET…
A supercharged start to the season at Nethers!

On the principle that bigger is definitely better, we have replaced 

Hound’s engine with a BLACKHAWK. It was time to replace Hound’s 

engine anyway but the question was: should we replace like-for-like  

or get something bigger and better? With all the events we have 

planned in for 2016, it was almost a no brainer. Thanks to the 200 

extra horsepower, we will all be getting to altitude in super-fast 

time and that means more jumps for everyone! Now we can all look 

forward to a year with less waiting and no time to sleep on the short 

trip to altitude. Wake up to the New Year – it’s going to be great!

BURBLE YOURSELF!

We are trialling the Burble manifest system that will allow you to  

self-manifest from your phones and you’re going to love it. It’s new  

to the UK, but more than 70 dropzones elsewhere in the world use 

it and those of you who already have Burble accounts will be able 

to check in at Skydive Netheravon soon. Visit our Facebook page or 

website for more details.

WE HAD A BALL IN 2015

We all said goodbye to 2015 in style at the APA Christmas Ball.  

The band rocked, the champagne flowed and a good time was had  

by everyone. There are plenty of parties planned for next year, so  

keep your eyes on our Facebook page for newsletters.

WHAT? MORE MEDALS?

We reported on the achievements of our members throughout  

2015 and we closed the year with another great achievement  

as Euphoria picked up the bronze medal at the World Air Games 

in Dubai – check out P26 for more. Nethers team NFTO were 

fourth in female 4-way, while Euphoria Freestyle and canopy 

pilot Wez Westley both gave very impressive performances to 

confirm their status as serious world-class contenders.

THE BRAND NEW BUNKHOUSE IS OPEN! 

To make sure you have a bed for the night, phone the APA Office  

on 01980 628250. An overnight stay is free to military personnel  

and those on RAPS courses this winter. For everyone else, it’s just  

£5 per night. Remember: you can always camp for free.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Check out our events calendar. It’s packed with all sorts of events  

for all disciplines and skill levels, with more being added all the time. 

You can keep up to speed by liking our Facebook page where we post 

all updates.

Elana Cain

PETERLEE

BLUE SKIES
Happy New Year everyone! Sadly, due to poor weather at the end 

of the year, there wasn’t much jumping or progression. However,  

there was a lot of partying.

Our annual end of year awards ceremony was held at the Masonic 

Hall in Durham City once again, and we had a fantastic turnout.  

Keiron Hogan won the Most Progressed Student Award, Mehdi 

Shabanzadeh won Most Persistent Student, Dave Taylor won  

Most Mentioned Instructor and Durham University Freefall Club  

won the Uni Club of the Year. We’d like to say a big thank you to  

all who attended and to the staff of the Masonic Hall for putting  

up with our shenanigans once again.

The following week was our final open day at the DZ and we rounded 

it off with a Christmas jumper party in the bar. Santa Claus made  

an appearance, giving out selection boxes to everyone - including  

our CI Ian Rosenvinge. It was another fantastic night in the bar and  

a great way to round off the 2015 season.

During the shutdown, we received the tragic news that our friend  

and regular skydiver Stephen ‘Ashley’ Smith lost his daughter to  

a brain haemorrhage on December 16. She was 15 years old. The  

staff and regulars sent their heartfelt condolences at this difficult 

time. Caitlyn had been a familiar face at Peterlee DZ since the age 

of seven when her dad started jumping and she was looking forward 

to doing her first skydive this year. She also joined a few Peterlee 

skydivers on a trip to Portugal and Skydive Algarve in June last year. 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew her.

Planning and events have started already for 2016. Lisa, Janet and 

Ian have a few events up their sleeve for starting the year, with a curry 

night on the first weekend of opening.

Wishing you all lots of fun in 2016, here’s hoping for a season of good 

weather and safe jumping.

Simon Minto and Lisa Stephenson 

NETHERAVON 

The Christmas  

Ball survivors,  

by Jenn Hardy

 We were 
saving 
bonfire two 
for another 
event until it 
was sneakily 
fired up 
later in the 
evening by 
miscreants 
who shall 
remain 
nameless. 
It was 
particularly 
enjoyed 
by the Fire 
Service 
after a local 
villager 
invited 
them to join 
in around 
midnight... 
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READING

ANY EXCUSE FOR  

A PARTY
Due to timing issues and work commitments, the LPS Christmas 

party was split into two events this year and we had both a rather 

tame evening dinner and a daytime Sunday lunch family-type meal. 

Fortunately, the AGM was a better chance for us all to get together  

as a whole group and celebrate our successes!

Victor Kochemirovskiy went to the Algarve in December, where he got  

16 jumps in, made lots of new friends and picked up an FS1 sticker! 

He has also been sitflying in the tunnel. Martin Harris was wingsuiting 

there as well, along with Blan and Justin. Andy Mitchell and Nikkita 

Dixon were also in the Algarve, where Nikkita finished her AFF levels, 

and she is now only a few consols away from A Licence too.

Olga Lupova has been busy tunnel flying, with four hours and 15 

minutes in the tunnel. Jan Wilczynski managed to jump twice at 

Headcorn and twice at Langar, and had 10 minutes in the tunnel 

organised by Marie-Anne. James Hutson had some tunnel time too. 

Riccardo Mariti, tandem student turned AFF student, managed two 

jumps with us last season and cracked out five levels in Texas. He  

also got three hours of tunnel time in with Marie-Anne in Basingstoke. 

We look forward to seeing you all in March.

Matt Cunningham, our wonderful pilot, also had a great winter  

skydive where he notched up his 300th jump! We are pleased that  

he will be our pilot for the next season. 

Mikey Lovemore did exactly as his new baby daughter Maya asked  

and brought back a bronze medal from the World Air Games. Her 

writing and drawing skills are very advanced for three weeks old,  

so we suspect her mummy, Jo-Anne, may have helped her a bit.  

There will be more on P20 on the news that Mikey is the Taz Causer 

Skydiver of the Year – we prepared our livers specially for the AGM! 

Marie-Anne Stevens has also been awarded the BPA Star for being  

a star too – see P22 for more. 

So what about the TIs? Tom Blakey was on a rescue operation in  

India during the devastating floods out there. No parachute insertion 

was required this time, but he’s always on standby with Rescue  

Global in his civilian job. Mark Clayton did some jumping overseas –  

he can’t talk about it, but would like us to know that he is still actually 

awesome (#markclayton) and Taff is still #SOG. Andy Duncan has 

been deployed to Cyprus and has moved there for a few years with  

his family. We will all miss him very much at LPS and wish him all  

the best in his new posting. We are looking forward to the return of 

Rosie, who has been missed last season. 

The season starts again from the first weekend in March. See you! 

Annie Lewis

ACHIEVEMENTS
GRADUATED AFF  Nikkita Dixon  FS1  

 Victor Kochemirovskiy  JUMP NUMBERS  

300  Matt Cunningham

SIBSON

SO COOL WE’RE 

FROZEN
Another year has passed and we hope that you had a good Christmas. 

Let’s just ignore the weather for a large part of it, shall we? 

We saw the season close with our annual Christmas party, with everyone 

making maximum effort to look their best and go all out. Some took 

that a bit further than most and got a bit more out than was perhaps 

bargained for. We had a change of a venue too; after the last few years 

of using pubs and inns, we gave the local golf course the honour of our 

presence. They did very well at looking after us and the food was both 

very good and comfortably sized, so hopefully we’ll be able to go back. 

A big thank you to Grant, Paul and others who arranged it all!

The Club Member of the Year Award went to two people who have 

been rather active and helpful around the club: Sam Lee and Fiona 

Millar. The Student of the Year Award went to Darren Drew, who has 

just ticked off his 200th jump.

Some (OK, so quite a few) of our members went over to Skydive 

Algarve to take in the sun and much improved (although not as 

perfect as you would expect) jumping conditions. Although the 

weather still didn’t let them have it all their own way, considerably 

more jumps were done than has been possible for the last few 

months. There is no getting away with shirts and shorts under 

jumpsuits now; we’re back to multiple layers and frozen fingers again! 

Well done to one of our newest FS coaches, Derek Cornelius, for 

taking his first student from start to finish on her FS1 qualification!

We are just days into the new season and we already have a 

respectable-looking events calendar! We have Brian Vacher joining 

us in April and August to run the excellent Flight-1 courses. The 

dates are April 23-24 for the Flight 101 and 102 courses and again 

on August 20-21. Places go quickly on these, so get a space on the 

course quickly.

The annual scrambles are booked in for the last weekend of June,  

and hopefully Grant has got a large amount of sun booked as well. 

If that excites you, the BPA Speed 8 competition is booked for 

September 17-18. That gives one or two cameramen plenty of time  

to learn how to turn the camera on…

And, of course, our week-long boogie is booked for the last week in 

July and Killa will be attending on July 29-30 for all your freeflying 

needs. Keep an eye on our club news and the website for further 

information an updates.

From April 1, we will be operating on our summer hours and that 

means we will be open from Wednesday through to Sunday for most 

of the year. Sibson will also be conducting a BPA Instructors course in 

the middle of June and the club will be open from Monday to Friday.  

If you have a day off, come along and play – we’ll be able to fit you in.

It is a bit early, but the Christmas party is booked already for 

December 3 2016. Now there is no excuse to be double-booked!

Our five-star diner is also starting off the New Year with a kick –  

a health kick! The menus have been rejigged to include healthier  

food including salads, chicken, eggs and fresh fruit. The full fat milk 

has been swapped out for semi-skimmed too. The guys will help  

you stick to that New Year’s resolution to get fitter!

This is just a small part of what is coming up at Sibson this year, so 

stay tuned to see what we have going on and coming up. If you haven’t 

visited us before or need to revisit us, come and pay us a visit and see 

what we have on and to offer.  

READING 

Maya Lovemore, by 

Jo-Anne Lovemore  
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close with 
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party, with 
everyone 
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bit further 
than most 
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bit more out 
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Follow us on Twitter, add us to your Facebook (UK Parachuting Sibson 

Airfield or Sibson Skydivers) or check out our website at skydivesibson.

co.uk/category/club-events to keep up to date with all the happenings 

at UK Parachuting Sibson.

Kye Bromley

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Darren Drew, Jake Weir  FF1  

Kye Bromley, Darren Drew, Kyle Skoyles   

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Jake Weir  200  Darren Drew  900  Kye Bromley 

SWINDON

SCRAMBLES MAYHEM 

AND SANTAKINIS
The weather really hasn’t been kind to us for the past couple of 

months and there are a lot of frustrated skydivers on the streets 

looking for trouble – for a way to take away the pain of not being able 

to skydive. Thankfully, we had our annual Tunnel Scrambles and our 

Christmas party to look forward to…

This year, the Scrambles were marred by controversy after Brucie 

failed to carry out the simple task of adding a few numbers together. 

The outcome of this mistake was the wrong team being named as  

the winners and Chrissy losing her winning streak while the ‘winning’ 

team collected their prizes and went merrily on their way. Chrissy, 

smelling a rat, managed to get hold of the score sheets, added the 

numbers together correctly and realised that her winning streak 

was still intact. Unfortunately for Chrissy, Brucie has an ego bigger 

than Russia and did nothing to correct the results! However, as we 

all know, if it’s in the Mag it has to be true (right, Dylan?). Therefore, 

the real winners of the Scrambles were Team Chrissy. Take a bow 

Chrissy, Karen, Craig and, yes, myself.

Next up was the Christmas party, where Jon Eeles didn’t disappoint 

and he got very drunk. I think he was celebrating his 1,000th jump! 

Halfway through the evening, he changed into something more 

comfortable – a santakini (many thanks to Sarah Jayne for that) – 

and we are all still having nightmares after Jon, in his drunkenness, 

managed to put it on backwards. 

Darrell and Jon won the Skygod of the Year Award, and rumour has  

it that someone (no names, hey Patrick?) set up a Facebook message 

to encourage people to vote for Darrell. All in the name of fun, of 

course. Hazel won Most Improved Skydiver of the Year, mainly for 

managing to go a whole season without injuring herself and staying 

out of A&E. For those of you who are wondering how long it took for 

Ant to eat his Christmas dinner, we have no idea. Everyone left at 

about 1am and he was still eating…

Most of us haven’t jumped since November – bad, bad times. However, 

a very desperate Patrick took a trip to Langar on New Year’s Day 

just to get his fix. I can sense another Canopy Course on the horizon, 

though, because Patrick managed to get two jumps in and is still 

unable to land on his feet – Wez will be so proud. Mandy couldn’t  

make the trip as she was getting her hair done, but she is looking 

forward to washing Patrick’s jumpsuit yet again.

Darrell is beside himself with excitement as he begins the countdown 

to the release of the greatest movie ever: Finding Dory. Just keep 

swimming, Darrell, just keep swimming...

Cath Thorne

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Karen Wendland, Sarah Jayne, 

the Backstreet Boys (Chris and Craig)   

JUMP NUMBERS  1,000  Jon ‘Six Pack’ Eeles

TILSTOCK

IN WITH THE NEW
Firstly, we have some very exciting news. Those of you who were at 

the Tilly Christmas bash will already know and some of you may have 

heard on the grapevine that Colin Fitzmaurice has decided to step 

down as DZO after 22 years to let someone younger and more hirsute 

take the reins. As of April 1, our CI Alex (Buzz) Busby-Hicks will be the 

new DZO and he will be ably assisted by his wife Kat. They have lots 

of ideas for making Tilly an even friendlier DZ than it already is and are 

looking forward to sharing them.

We are very pleased to see that our Instructors are progressing 

despite the weather that has given everyone else a bit of a problem. 

Rich Barron has passed the first part of his Advanced Instructor 

course – well done Rich, and we look forward to seeing the results  

in action.

December got very busy for another Instructor since he went and  

got married on December 20! Congratulations to Lord Woof and 

Michelle, who characteristically made it a very special event by 

arriving at the ceremony on a zip wire.

As ever, our Christmas party was a joy and much fun was had by  

all. We all gave thanks to Vicki and the manifest team for keeping  

us aloft in such an efficient and good-humoured way, despite the  

usual moaning and groaning from the gathered masses – especially 

when the weather has been so unkind to us!

Tribute was also paid to our pilots – a much maligned band. We are 

very fortunate in having a number of skydivers who also fly, so the 

experience and wisdom can be handed on. This was also the first 

Christmas ‘do’ for Phil Burgess, our latest pilot to be recruited.

Much fun was had with this year’s club awards. Perhaps the best 

acceptance speech came from Rachel O’Hara when she won the  

Golf Award. Her response? “I can now truthfully tell my friends that  

I am an award-winning skydiver!” With an attitude like that, she can’t 

go far wrong. Good luck with getting your A Licence, Rachel!

A source tells us that the Crater Award never had more than one 

contender this year, so well done to Gareth Jones.

The Nick Irving Plate for the Club Member of the Year went to Rich 

Scott, who is another shining example of the friendly face of Tilstock 

and a great ambassador for the club when he is out and about. For 

Rich, this can be a very long way indeed – Canada being the farthest 

so far.

Student of the Year was won by Becci Mann – yet another of her 

family entering the sky. It’s not going to be long before they can put 

together their own four-way team!

Given that the weather treated us so poorly, a number of our 

members took themselves abroad to try and enjoy a bit of blue skies. 

Mike Allsopp trotted off to the Algarve to reach a milestone in his 

career with his 1,600th jump, while Dave Lewis was in Empuriabrava 

organising a 14-way and Portugal with a 12-way. Dan ‘Diego’ Cope 

came back from the blue skies of San Diego to visit, but promptly  

went back when he discovered quite how miserable the weather  

was over here…

As a grand finale to the year and clearly having far too much time 

on their hands, Alex (Buzz) and Kat Busby-Hicks decided to try and 

ensure the future membership of the club continues to grow by 

producing another member of the clan! Welcome to Sennen, a little 

boy with a lot of joy!

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS  1,600  Mike Allsopp

READING 

Colin and Vicki
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did nothing 
to correct the 
results! 
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sales@adl.aero 

www.adl.aero

Looking for a new aircraft  

for your dropzone?

We have skydive aircraft in stock





Surprise!!!!
Happy 30th birthday

DAVID SCOTT
I have booked you a wingsuit course and skydiving holiday to celebrate 

your big birthday with your pal Neal to the Algarve in May.

So pack your bags and rig on Thursday 5th May!

Love you lots, Wifey

Are you often near aircraft 
and wind tunnel noise?

customearprotection

Anatomical ear defenders are 

moulded to fit the individual’s own 

ears, providing a comfortable custom 

fit. With proper care, Custom Made 

Ear Defenders will last for years, 

proving inexpensive in the long 

term. Specifically manufactured to 

fit your ears perfectly, allowing you 

to enjoy skydiving and tunnel flying 

in comfort.

Call Antone to book an appointment 

for a fitting, he will come to your 

choice of dropzone or wind tunnel 

if you book with a friend.

For more details call Antone on:  
01305 264021 or 07971 679363
info@customearprotection.co.uk
www.customearprotection.co.uk

10% o� orders to value of £80 when quoting this advert



www.pimpmycamper.co.uk
Call us on 07817594336
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K
E

Y BPA EVENTS

CANOPY PILOTING

FORMATION SKYDIVING

CANOPY FORMATION

STYLE AND ACCURACY

BOOGIES/FUN

ARTISTICS

WINGSUIT

UNCLASSIFIED (inc POPS)

BPA

CP

FS

CF

S&A

B/F

A

WS

U

Dates correct at 

time of printing

February

February 16

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

March

March 14-18

BPA  Tandem/AFF/Pre-Advanced 
Instructor Course
Location: Langar • bpa.org.uk

April

April 18-22

BPA  Tandem/AFF/Pre-Advanced 
Instructor Course
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

April 19

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

April 23-24

A  BPA Speed Coaching 
Roadshow
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

May

May 7-8

FS  BPA UKSL
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.com

May 14-15

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

May 16-20

BPA  CSI Instructor Course
Location: Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 18

U  Royal Aero Club 
Awards Ceremony
Location: RAF Club, Piccadilly

May 27-30

WS  BPA Wingsuit Performance 
and Acrobatics Nationals
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

May 28

A  BPA Speed Coaching 
Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June

June 11-12

FS  BPA UKSL
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

June 14

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 18-19

CF  BPA Canopy Formation 
Grand Prix 
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 18-19

CP  BPA Canopy Piloting 
Grand Prix
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July

July 9-10

A  BPA VFS 2-way Grand Prix
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com 

July 16-17

FS  BPA UKSL
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

July 22-24

CF  BPA Canopy Formation 
Nationals
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.co.uk

July 22-24

CP  BPA Canopy Piloting 
Nationals 
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

August

August 8-12

BPA  CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced 
Instructor Course
Location: Skydive Headcorn • headcorn.com 

August 9

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

August 15-19

BPA  CSI/Tandem/AFF Instructor 
Course
Location: Skydive Headcorn • headcorn.com

August 20-22

FS  A  BPA 4-way FS Nationals 
and VFS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 21-28

CP  Canopy Piloting World Cup
Location: Farnham, Canada

August 26-29

S&A BPA Classic 
Accuracy Nationals
Location: Swansea • skydiveswansea.co.uk

August 27-29

FS  Backup BPA 4-way 
FS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 27-29

FS  A  BPA 8-way FS, Artistic 
and Speed Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

September

September 10-21

FS  CF  S&A A  U  
Mondial 2016
Location: Skydive Chicago

September 17-18

CP  BPA Canopy Piloting 
Grand Prix
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

September 17-18 

FS  BPA Speed 8 Nationals
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

October

October 4

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk 

October 6-9 

FS  ESL Finals
Location: Saarlouis, DE • fsz-saar.de

EVENTS ZONE
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