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I really enjoyed working on this issue because it involved reading Jackie Smith’s brilliant new book, Marooned. I first met 

Jackie about 15 years ago at the Armies in Netheravon when I’d finished my competition jumps and so had wandered 

down to the pit to watch the Accuracy. A mutual friend introduced me to Jackie, who was also sitting in the sunshine  

and watching the jumping. As we chatted, she’d comment on the Accuracy jumpers’ approaches – this one “too hot”, 

next one “gonna drop short”, and so on. Little did I know at the time that I was sat with an Accuracy World Champion,  

the first person ever to score 10 consecutive dead centres in competition! 

Reading this book made me nostalgic because I heard how the sport changed her life and re�ected on how it has done 

the same to mine. Like Jackie, I also arrived at Netheravon as a fresh-faced 18-year-old and, like Jackie, life has never 

been the same since! The adventures she describes in her book are those from a life lived more fully than most, but the 

real beauty of our sport is the fantastic friendships you make along the way. When Jackie announced on Facebook that 

she’d written her autobiography, she had to take time off work to deal with the �ood of orders and best wishes from all 

around the globe. She may have been ‘marooned’ both in the colour of her beret and as a female in a man’s world but, 

when it comes to lasting friendships, this sport really is the best.

WELCOME

Cover: The moment when a 

12-way hybrid releases, by  

Bruno Brokken

Welcome: A grinning 2-stack 

over beautiful Costa Rica,  

by Bruno Brokken
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The Challenge had a slightly different 

format this year and was an FS-only event.  

The Indoor Nationals for Artistics was woven 

into the competition on day two which, for 

someone like myself who has a passion for  

both, meant for a super-exciting day.

 

FS

There were 63 FS teams in total, with the 

lion’s share of 32 being in AAA. The draw was 

relatively fast, with six straight-up dives and 

two fast rounds that would suit well-trained 

teams. There were some �erce battles in 

Rookie and AA, with jump-offs required in both.

AAA was the battle that we have been 

waiting for, with Weembi Lille and Hayabusa 

�ghting out round by round. It went down to  

the wire, with each team taking a point on  

each round, and Busa took it in the end by 

just a single point. They kept their heads  

down and remained centred, �nishing the  

event as the worthy champions!

This will make for interesting competitions 

over the next few years, with Busa gearing up 

for indoor and outdoor competition and Weembi 

only competing at indoor meets, so these two 

teams will be pushing the indoor averages  

to new levels in future. There were three  

teams that averaged more than 30 points,  

with Weembi Girls showing just what they 

T U N N E L 

V I S I O N

NEWS ZONE

Skill, fun and innovation at the Bodyflight World

Challenge and British Indoor National Championships

WORDS: RAI AHMED  PHOTOS: JAMES CANNON  
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can do in third place. Interestingly, there were 

six French teams and two Belgium teams in  

the AAA top ten, showing the depth of the 

French squad and that other countries like 

Belgium are working on consolidating on the 

back of Hayabusa’s success.

The British teams battled hard. Members of 

Satori were present in some form but were not 

taking part in the meet, which left all the other 

teams to battle it out for the top British slot. 

Chimera gave Volition a scare with their strong 

and confident early rounds, but Volition took 

the top British slot and overall Female silver  

in the end with Chimera coming second out 

of the British teams. Chasing at their heels 

were NFTO, who took overall Female bronze, 

and ACM, all with personal best averages.

 

ARTISTICS

The Artistics event was held as a separate 

competition and consisted of British teams only. 

This event was being held to determine 

selection for the 2018 World Indoor meet in 

Bahrain and the European Indoor meet in  

Voss, Norway. It did not disappoint, and 12 

teams competed in 2-way Dynamic (2WD),  

four in 4WD, four in solo Freestyle and three  

in 4-way VFS. It was great to see so many 

people putting teams together and 4WD is 

having a resurgence; it’s my favourite 

discipline to watch by far! The depth of  

talent that we have in Free�y in the UK  

was apparent from this meet, with so  

many up-and-coming �yers putting teams 

together in the 2WD and simply having a go. 

The draw was from the Intermediate dive  

pool of the Dynamic events, with round two 

being the fastest round for 2WD and round 

four the fastest for 4WD.

The 2WD was dominated by Windoor GB 

(Josh O’Donoghue and Luke Warren, fresh  

from their gold medal at the Wind Games in 

January), Dynamos took silver and newbie iFly 

Manchester Tunnel Instructors 2XF took bronze. 

In 4WD, the meet was dominated by current 

and past Tunnel Instructors in the first and 

second slots with iFly Manchester taking 

gold and Scoopy McScoopface taking silver. 

The Sugarfathers took third place, and it was 

good to see a bunch of non-professionals taking 

the final gong.

The VFS was always going to be Omni’s and, 

while they will be pleased with their placing, 

they will rest in the knowledge that they have 

just got back from an air camp and that they  

will have some training ahead of Montreal.

There were four competitors in Freestyle, 

ranging in skill and ability, but it was great to 

see it taking off! Jamie Arnold delighted us as 

ever and took a well-deserved gold medal, with 

a routine that was well-practised and showed 

high levels of skill in execution. Alki took second, 

showing some of the skills that she may have 

picked up on her recent travels (good job on 

making eyes at us judges and pointing them 

toes!), while Chris Mayhew took a solid third 

place. A special mention goes to Russ George, 

who had not �own in this tunnel in about seven 

years and even that was probably on his belly!

Personally, this meet was special for me.  

I had the opportunity to witness some epic  

�ying in both FS and FF, shadow-judge the 

Dynamic and, best of all, hang out with my 

buddies. See you next year!

OmnomnomniJames and Seb

Female  

4-way  

podium

Emma and Tony

2-way Dynamic  

bronze medallists 2XF
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EXPO SEMINARS ONLINE
If you missed any of the Expo seminars or simply couldn’t be in enough 

places at once to catch them all, you can now check them out online on 

the BPA Skydive the Mag YouTube channel. Twenty videos have been 

uploaded and they are mostly educational seminars of between 30-50 

minutes. Why not create your own playlist to make for a safer start to 

your season?

Top videos include Dying For Airspeed by Brian Vacher (which you  

can read more about on page 20), Packing the Javelin Odyssey Reserve 

Container by Tom Parker, Wingsuiting by Macca and Speed Skydiving by 

Mikey Lovemore. There was also a full day dedicated to CPD for Tandem 

Instructors, so you can learn about Safeguarding, Tandem Exits, Student 

Harness Fitting, Incidents and more.

INSPIRING THE  

NEXT GENERATION
BPA Speed Skydiving Rep Mikey Lovemore visited Fairfield High School  

in Bristol to give a talk to 60 Year 10 students as part of Science Week.  

As well as being relevant to what they’re learning in Physics, the 

students got to hear about life outside the norm. Mikey also covered risk 

management “to dispel ideas of us all being suicidal, risk-taking nutters!”

Mikey made the Physics teacher happy by talking about acceleration, 

friction and terminal velocity referring to FS, FF and Speed. He deployed 

a main canopy to show them how it works, then cut away and popped the 

reserve too. The students also heard about skydiving as a career, working 

abroad and Indoor, then finished with a few stories about “what I’ve done 

and why I love it”. 

Mikey found that Year 10 seems to be a good receptive age for this  

kind of thing and that they had some very good questions. Students  

went away with some free Starter Mags and some fresh ideas.

Could you follow his lead in your local community? 

“THERE’S FUN TO BE HAD”
It was with enormous sadness that NZ Aerosports announced the loss of 

their omnipotent dictator, visionary founder and friend Paul ‘Jyro’ Martyn 

in March, aged 53. Jyro died peacefully in hospital near Perris Valley, 

California, surrounded by his close friends and family.

He was a unique and brilliant man. Playful, generous, intelligent and 

funny, he was a mad scientist, master innovator and, of course, the life  

of the party. He will always be remembered as the man who worked  

with what he got and instigated ALL the fun to be had. In Jyro’s 38  

years in the sport, he never stopped innovating, designing jumpsuits, 

canopies and even the infamous ‘dirtdiving legs’ in the good old days – 

strap them round your waist and you could creep standing up!

NZ Aerosports staff and friends said goodbye to Jyro with an 

enormous party and jumped as many Icarus and Daedalus canopies  

as they could fit on one load: a Safire 1, Safire 3, Crossfire 1,  

Crossfire 2, Crossfire 3, VX, FX, MK-1 Extreme, JFX, JVX, Petra,  

Leia and their two latest prototypes Karma and Anna.

Blue skies and �y free, to a true legend.

Tandem CPD day,  

by Rob Lloyd

VIDEO: YOUTUBE.COM/C/
BPASKYDIVETHEMAG

Check out the BPA Skydive the Expo 2017 playlist here! 





If you’ve ever visited our office 

in the past, you could be forgiven 

for thinking that it looked more 

than little tired. The truth is that  

it wasn’t just the appearance  

that was dated, but the entire  

structure too. In short, the  

building just wasn’t fit for purpose.

On February 21, we officially 

reopened the building (even 

though we never actually  

closed during the work!) after  

a thorough overhaul. Those  

who remember the room with  

a bathtub in it will be pleased  

to hear that it’s gone, along  

with many other rooms, to  

make way for bright, modern 

offices, new kitchen spaces  

and a great multi-purpose  

space on the ground �oor for 

Council and other meetings.

We were joined by Matthew 

Stevens, our youngest member 

at the time, and Dilys Price OBE, 

the oldest active female skydiver 

in the world, who helped Martin 

Soulsby cut the ribbon.

Our doors are always open so, 

if you’d like to see our fantastic 

new building, drop us a line in 

advance and we’ll make sure  

we get the kettle on.

BPA ZONE

R E F U R B I S H E D 

B P A  H Q 
PHOTOS: JAMES ‘MACCA’ MACDONALD
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BPA 
STARS
Nominations are 

now open for BPA 

Stars 2017, the BPA’s award for 

excellence in customer service to 

A Licence holders and above. You 

can �nd out how to make a BPA 

Star shine at bpa.org.uk/star.

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 
REMINDER
To those members who have 

renewed, thank you! To those who 

haven’t, last year’s subscriptions 

expired on March 31 and you  

must have renewed to jump on  

or after April 1. 

Members aged over 18 with  

UK or BFPO addresses and 

without ratings (and who have 

previously held ratings that  

have now lapsed) may renew 

online. You can also update 

contact details even if you have  

or previously had ratings. If  

you haven’t yet activated your 

online BPA membership account, 

click on the login tab on the  

menu bar on the BPA website  

and follow the instructions.

Also, a renewal form (BPA  

Form 101) was included with  

the February issue of the Mag.  

You can download the form from 

the BPA website (just enter ‘101’  

in the forms search box) or ring  

us on 0116 278 5271 to ask for  

a form by post. 

The June Mag will only be  

sent to those who are current on 

the membership database when  

we print the labels in mid-May.

ENTRIES 
INVITED 
FOR THE 
BPA SAFETY 
INNOVATION 
AWARD
Romero Sports and Leisure and  

XL Catlin, the BPA’s insurance 

partners, are sponsoring the  

BPA Safety Innovation Award  

for Sport Parachuting 2017.  

Entry is open to BPA members, 

Af�liated PTOs and Registered 

Display Teams to submit the  

most innovative measure to  

help further to improve safety  

in our sport. The winner will  

hold the trophy for a year  

with a cash prize of £5,000  

kindly donated by Romero  

and Liberty as  

part of their risk 

management activities 

in our sport. Full details 

are on the BPA website 

at bpa.org.uk/staysafe. 

READ ALL 
ABOUT IT!
There’s lots going on at Council 

and in the Committees. You can 

keep up at bpa.org.uk/minutes.

CATEGORY SYSTEM 

BASIC INSTRUCTOR

Liza Yianni 

Christopher Smith

Sophie Harper

TANDEM BASIC 

INSTRUCTOR

Leigh Hobson 

Matthew Gardner

Benjamin Simpson

Neil Oliver

Maximus Meridius 

Andrew Parker

Radoslaw Wlazlo

AFF BASIC INSTRUCTOR

Timothy Parrant

CATEGORY SYSTEM 

INSTRUCTOR

Carl Marsh

Joseph Graves

Daniel Place 

Gareth Mooney

Mitchell Wallace

TANDEM INSTRUCTOR

Dylan Morris Roberts

Lukas Holownia-Czarny

Marcus Budgett 

Becky Hill 

Edward Roscoe

AFF INSTRUCTOR

Lucy Smith-Wildey

Lee Winter

Ian Chapman

James Lee

ADVANCED  

INSTRUCTOR

Ady King

Nick Hynes

Gary Chapman 

INSTRUCTOR  

EXAMINER

Rob Spour

ADVANCED PACKER

Daniel Mercer (S)

Vitaliy Zakrevsky (S)

Ionut Ciofu (S)

Niel De Wit (T)

Stephen Handley (T)

Alexis McNaughton (T)

14     April 2017
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T H E  B I G 
P I C T U R E

BEHIND THE SCENES AT BPA COMPETITIONS

How the competition dates and 
venues are set
Every year, the BPA sends bid forms to all DZs 

asking them to bid for BPA Grand Prix, BPA UKSL 

and BPA National Championships. The final 

forms are agreed at the August Competitions 

Committee meeting, after which they are sent 

out. The Committee requests that bids are 

returned in time for the October meeting.

The Competitions Committee considers all  

the bids they receive at the October meeting. 

The Committee considers both prices and 

locations of the bids when making their decision 

and the aim is to have competitions in the North 

and the South, although that is dependent on 

DZs from across the country bidding. The BPA 

National Championship bids for most disciplines 

have been awarded on a three-year basis, so the 

DZ which has been awarded the bid only needs 

to submit prices and dates each year. If you want  

a competition at your DZ, speak to your DZO  

in August and encourage them to put in a bid.

Judges
The BPA has a team of Judges who are highly 

respected internationally. Most of the BPA  

Judges are FAI-rated and those who aren’t are 

working towards it. They all judge at the BPA 

competition on a voluntary basis and don’t get 

paid for their part in making the competition 

happen. For GPs and UKSLs, the BPA supports 

them by paying their mileage and a lump sum 

towards accommodation. The DZs hosting the 

BPA National Championships are responsible  

for covering the Judges’ expenses and usually  

do that by booking accommodation directly  

for the Judges and paying them mileage.

Hosting a competition
DZs are making a commitment to competitors  

and the BPA when they agree to host a 

competition. It means they have to make sure 

they have the necessary aircraft capacity and  

may reduce the number of tandems they book  

in for the duration of the competition. For the 

BPA National Championships in Formation 

Skydiving, for example, Hibaldstow pay for  

planes to be ferried from southern Europe to  

Hib – which, of course, costs money directly  

as well as reducing how much jumping can  

take place in Spain or Portugal. Black Knights  

had to �y a plane in from the Netherlands last 

year when they had a prop strike the day before 

the BPA National Championships in Canopy 

Formation. Had there not been a competition, the 

DZ could have chosen not to �y rather than incur 

the lease and ferry cost of the alternate plane.

The hosts also provide the judging equipment. 

Langar has a system that was built in-house and 

Hibaldstow has bought a licence for In-Time, a 

system also used at international competitions.

The Meet Director
The Meet Director’s role is a balancing act 

between CI, Manifest and the competition  

rules as well as short-term weather forecasting! 

The weather may look great for another jump 

right now, but a round with 20 teams may not  

be able to complete before sun-down, so why 

start it now? A round for a category with three 

2-way teams, on the other hand, could go 

because that is only one planeload. The Meet 

Director’s aim is always to get as much jumping 

done as possible and they are unlikely to stand 

you by or down without a good reason. 

Tash Higman, BPA Council Member 

(Competitions Commitee)

COMPS ZONE

Speed skydiver James Parker
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DISCIPLINE REPS
Thank you to the following volunteers, who 

have all taken on the task (sometimes for  

the umpteenth time) of being BPA Rep for  

their chosen discipline. These are the unsung 

heroes who will be organising BPA Roadshows, 

making sure that the rules are ready in time  

for the competition season and much more. 

FS: Georgie Vacher and Peter ‘Taf’ Mather

VFS: Michael Wilson-Roberts

WS: Mike Williams

Speed: Mikey Lovemore

CP: Brian Vacher

CF: Gavin McLeod

Classics: Ian Marshall

Artistics: Emma Hart

FS MEETS AND 
COACHING 
ROADSHOWS
Peter ‘Taf’ Mather and Georgie Vacher, the BPA 

Competitions Committee’s two new FS Reps, 

have organised the following FS events. At each 

of these events, the BPA will be supplying FS 

coaches and possibly also videographers to 

offer their skills and expertise. Get involved and 

go and make use of them as much as you can!

There are four UKSL competitions (including 

Nationals) this year, three of which will be being 

supported by our coaches:

May 6-7: BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 1 at 

Skydive Buzz (Dunkeswell)

June 10-11: BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 2 at 

Skydive Langar

July 15-16: BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 3 at 

Skydive North West (Cark)

These are great competitions to practise for  

the Nationals or simply to get a taste of what  

a 4-way competition is like. Bring your team  

or make a scratch team to get involved and  

get some great coaching!

We’re also proud to be able to support three 

FS Roadshows this season too:

May 26-27 and May 29: Skydive Tilstock 

May 28: Skydive Tilstock at iFly Manchester 

(due to no jumping at the DZ on Sundays)

This event is aiming to offer coaching  

one-on-one to teams and to small groups.

July 1-2: Black Knights Parachute Centre

This event is focusing towards bigger 

formations, big-ways and groups.

July 22-23: UK Parachuting Beccles 

This event is aiming to offer coaching  

one-on-one and to small groups.

For more information on these events,  

please contact the DZs directly.

SPEED 2017
There will be three BPA Speed Skydiving 

Coaching Roadshows in 2017. They will  

be run by Mikey Lovemore, the BPA Speed 

Rep, National Champion and UK Speed  

record holder. They will be held on:

April 22-23: Cark 

June 17-18: Langar

August 5-6: Hibaldstow 

They will be informal and open to anyone so,  

if you want to hammer away all weekend or 

just drop in and have a go, that’s �ne. It is 

recommended to have at least 200 jumps  

and FF1, but lower experienced skydivers  

are welcome. It may not be possible for lower 

experienced skydivers to have a go, but they 

will have the opportunity to learn what Speed 

skydiving is about and what skills to work on 

towards being able to participate. You will also 

learn how to operate the Speed equipment of 

ProTracks and download software.

Equipment requirements: Rigs should be 

on the safer side of FF-friendly. No exposed 

bridle. Tight BOC pocket. Hackey deployment 

is not recommended (FF pad is better).  

Nice secure reserve and cutaway handles. 

Riser covers must stay closed (standard 

Vector magnetic riser covers are not suitable; 

it is possible to upgrade with a third pair of 

magnets). Two audible altimeters. Full-face 

helmet is recommended but not mandatory. 

Clothing recommendations: FF suit or  

FF trousers with tight top is good. Jeans/

trousers are also �ne.

A Flysight is a useful tool to look at your 

jump in 3D, so bring one if you have one.

Mikey Lovemore is also running the �nal  

of the ISSA World Series at Dunkeswell this 

year from June 30-July 2. The International 

Speed Skydiving Association runs three or 

four competitions each year which comprises 

the World Series. Each competitor’s best two 

World Series results are used to determine 

the World Series winner each year. We will 

have an international �eld of competitors 

competing for the World Series title.

The ISSA Website includes a 

comprehensive calendar for the year of Speed 

and results from all Speed competitions 

(Nationals, Worlds Series and FAI �rst and 

second category events). For more info, go  

to speed-skydiving.com

COMPS ZONE

BPA Speed Skydiving  

Rep Mikey Lovemore,  

by Simon Brentford

Mikey Lovemore
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INTERNATIONAL CF 

COMPETITION FROM 

YOUR HOME DZ 

Following the discussion at the Competitors’ 

Meeting after the Mondial in Chicago, the  

CF Committee is pleased to con�rm that  

the Plenary has approved the plan to hold  

the CF WebChallenge again. With the help of 

the IPC Secretary Susan Dixon, the committee 

members are setting up the Dropbox site which 

will host the CF WebChallenge.

The CF WebChallenge will allow teams to 

compete in any (or all) current FAI CF events, 

2-way sequential, 4-way sequential and 4-way 

rotations. In addition, we are very pleased to 

provide you with the opportunity to compete  

in 8-way again! We know of at least one (ex-) 

competitor who is very much looking forward 

to rebuilding his old 8-way team and all the  

fun and formations they had. If the take-up of 

8-way is suf�ciently strong, we will consider 

reintroducing it at First Category Events.  

The beauty of this challenge is that teams  

can compete with the international 

rivals without leaving their home 

dropzone. Over a three-month period 

from August-October 2017, teams 

can upload as many videos of the 

drawn jumps as they wish. They 

will all be judged by a panel of 

FAI CF Judges under the 

supervision of WebChallenge 

Chief Judge Bernard Nicolas.

As explained at the Open 

Meeting in Faro, the Committee 

would like to use the CF 

WebChallenge to test the suggestion 

to replace ‘foot hook’ with ‘contact’ 

received from competitors. The rule 

change test will only apply to 2-way 

and only in the CF WebChallenge.  

The Committee hopes to have further 

discussions with competitors about this 

possible rule change once competitors, 

Judges and committee members have  

seen video submissions.

For further information, please contact  

your local member of the CF Committee  

(Tash Higman, Tash@bpa.org.uk).
Emily Sugars landing her Lightning 

after a CF jump, by Ming Chu



20     April 2017

CANOPY SIZE

H
ave you ever heard someone say 
“You probably need a smaller 
canopy because you keep going 
backwards with your one when 
it’s windy” or “I wish I had 

enough jumps for a smaller canopy so that 
I could get down quicker with my team”? 

Most of us have either been part of 
conversations like this or heard them 
happening on the dropzone around us,  
but how often have you heard skydivers 
confidently decide to sit a jump out because 
they feel that the wind is too strong for 
them and their experience level despite it 

being okay for others to jump? How often 
do we hear of people choosing to upsize 
their canopy because they realize they are 
not comfortable jumping in nil winds and 
therefore might have downsized too soon?

Are you comfortable jumping your 
canopy in nil winds? Or do you prefer there 
to be a bit of wind to slow down your 
landing speed? How do you feel jumping  
on a 20 knot (about 23mph) day? Is it a 
comfortable experience, or do you think 
perhaps it means that you could set 
yourself a different limit within your 
comfort zone? How would you feel telling 

your friends or teammates that you’d 
prefer to sit a jump out even if the wind  
is within limits? What other factors are 
determining your decision to jump in high 
winds or to downsize to a smaller canopy 
that you only feel happy jumping into a 
head wind? Would you prefer for someone 
else to make the decision for you? If you 
would, one option might be to do your 
training camp in France.

Qu’est-ce que vous avez dit?
The Fédération Française de Parachutisme 
(FFP) introduced a new rule in 2016 

1
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CANOPY SIZE

M A T T E R S
Be honest: is your canopy really the right size  

to be safe when you jump?  WORDS: GEORGIE VACHER

S I Z E

regarding the size of parachute allowed  
by a jumper based on their weight and 
jump numbers. It does not apply if you 
have more than 2,000 jumps, but it’s 
mandated at all French dropzones for 
skydivers with fewer than 2,000 jumps 
and is definitely worth a look. You might 
be surprised to see what canopy you 
would be allowed to fly if you decided  
to jump in France this summer. Check  
out the chart (weight is your naked 
weight, not exit weight) or put your 
numbers into the FFP website calculator 
at ffp.asso.fr/tailledevoile/ to find out.

Some may say that more regulation in 
the sport only hinders it and that people 
don’t want to have things like this dictated 
to them. While over-regulation could, of 
course, be a bad thing, the FFP have stated 
that there has been a “massive” reduction 
in injury numbers since these new rules 
were introduced. No-one can argue that 
that is a bad thing, so perhaps the answer  
is not to have a regulating authority 
dictating the numbers to us but for us as 
individuals to have a better, more informed 
view of our canopy choices. Re-educating 
skydivers about why we are choosing the 

canopies we are flying and, more 
importantly, using all of the information 
available to us to choose canopies that are 
going to keep us safe should be enough to 
dramatically reduce injuries and worse.

The answer is blowin’ in  

the wind...

The effect that wind speeds have on your 
canopy flight needs to be very carefully 
considered, but perhaps not in a way that 
you have previously considered them. 
Anyone who has attended a Flight-1 
canopy course or any of the other canopy 

1  Landing pattern 
in traffic, by  
Willy Boeykens 
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CANOPY SIZE

courses which are available will have 
learned that wind speed does not affect 
how your canopy flies through the air or 
how you should fly it. It does, however, 
affect the speed at which you touch down 
or, in some cases, impact the ground.  
It is important to understand that your 
canopy is still flying at exactly the same 
speed through the air as it always does 
regardless of the direction the ground 
appears to be moving underneath you. 
While it is an uncomfortable feeling  
to see the ground moving forward relative  
to your speed in the air and stumbling 
backwards onto your bottom as you touch 
down, have you any idea what speed you 

might be touching down that same day if 
you had been forced to land downwind? 

When you consider that an average 170 
sqft canopy with an average weight person 
is clocking a forward speed on full drive of 
approximately 32-36mph, do you want to 
have a potential impact speed downwind 
of more than 55mph? Or, worse, do you 
want to downsize to that 150 sqft canopy 
because you “fly backwards” under your 
170 sqft one in high winds and have to 
deal with meeting the ground at speeds of 
more than 64mph impacting downwind? 
That’s before you’ve even thought about 
being in a turn. If you want to know  
more about these numbers and where  

they have come from, Brian Vacher from 
Flight-1 recently held a seminar at this 
year’s BPA Skydive the Expo (link below). 

Crucial questions
Have a think about why you made your 
most recent decision to downsize. Do 
you think it was a good decision? Are you 
happy flying your canopy in nil winds? 
How would you feel if you were forced to 
land off and take a down-wind landing?  
Do you think your current canopy is  
going to keep you injury-free? What do  
you actually know about what speeds  
your current canopy choice has and is 
capable of?

Have a look at the ‘warning label’ on 
the tail of your canopy the next time you 
put your face into it when you pack it. 
You’ll see a table showing what standard  
of canopy pilot you should be to fly the 
canopy you are packing. Work along the 
table until you pass the box with your exit 
weight and ask yourself if you think the 
description really applies to you... 

‘Re-educating skydivers about why we are choosing the 
canopies we are flying and, more importantly, using all of 
the information available to us to choose canopies that are 
going to keep us safe should be enough to dramatically 
reduce injuries and worse’

2

2  Georgie Vacher 
after a swoop, by 
Krista Radzina 

3  Have you read 
the warning label  
on your centre cell? 
By Rob Lloyd

4  Brian Vacher’s 
Expo seminar  
‘Dying For Airspeed’, 
by Rob Lloyd

3 4

VIDEO:  
TINYURL.COM/J8G6FNX

Check out Brian Vacher’s talk ‘Dying for Airspeed’ at  

BPA Skydive the Expo 2017 here





24     April 2017

1

RISE UP!

R I S E  U P !
A  B P A  M E N T O R I N G  A N D 

S K I L L S - S H A R I N G  N E T W O R K
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RISE UP!

M
ost of us skydive or 
parachute because we  
have fun when we jump 
together. And when we 
jump together, our 

performance affects others and their 
experience of the jump, therefore we are 
pushed to commit to our own personal 
development, to set goals and turn up 
every time to perform our best so that we 
don’t let anyone down in the team or group.

Without motivation from our fellow 
skydivers, we are more likely to betray our 
commitments to tasks that enhance 
our personal development and 
without real progression we 
give up our ambitions.

We need friends and 
advisors to motivate and 
help us progress. However, 
not all of us can pluck up the 
courage to start a conversation 
with a stranger, set up a team or 
find the right people to ask for help. 
This is particularly di�cult when we lack 
experience and connections; we may have 
only recently qualified or our discipline 
might be new to us. Some lucky skydivers 
find a Coach or Instructor who has the time 
and experience to help them out, but many 
of us are not so lucky. Also, while there are 
many similarities between what mentors, 
Coaches and Instructors do, there are also 
important differences. Notably, a mentor 
develops your skills, a Coach advises you 
about a set of skills and an Instructor 
teaches you skills. Many of us need the help 
of a mentor more than any other advisor.

The problem can be summarised 
as lack of centralised information and 
structured support to overcome 
challenges. We should worry about  
this because we spend a lot of time and 
money on our beloved sport, and a slow 
rate of development and participation 
limits the benefits we gain in return. 
Although we are not doing too badly  
in the UK, we can always do better and 
maintain our high standard. That is  
why Rise Up was created. 

Intended to encourage us to pursue 
excellence at all levels of skydiving, 

Rise Up is a network that 
facilitates skills-sharing and 

extra support through 
one-to-one mentoring.  
It also functions as the 
main source of essential 

skydiving-related 
information such as 

budgeting, setting goals  
and planning, competing and 

careers. The scheme was introduced 
and o�cially launched at BPA Skydive the 
Expo this year and it has already gained 
widespread support among BPA members 
of all ages, genders and backgrounds.  
To date, more than 70 members have 
signed up as mentors or mentees.

Pursuing excellence starts 
with a goal, a plan, a desire 
to achieve and a mentor 
Everyone has aspirations; they can 
be as small as learning to cook to stay 
healthy, but we skydivers are ambitious 

Launched at BPA Skydive the Expo in January, 

the new Rise Up initiative is intended to get more 

skydivers breaking through their personal barriers 

and pushing themselves to the limit, whether as  

an individual or in a team through mentorship

2
Sign up as 

mentor or 

mentee via  

https://bit.ly/

RiseUpBPA

Join the 

Facebook group 

for the latest 

updates and 

events - “Rise Up 

(a BPA mentoring 

and skills-sharing 

network)”

For more 

information or 

help, contact 

yassi@bpa.

org.uk
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types so we often dream big. After all,  
due to the unique nature of the risks  
and requirements involved, you have to  
be a little divergent to consider learning  
to parachute. However, an unfortunate 
byproduct of this attractive attribute is  
the inability to set realistic goals, plan or 
even stay focused. 

This is where having a mentor could 
help us win, because a mentor:
•  challenges and questions our aims 

and plans;
•  motivates us to find solutions and 

overcome challenges;
•  empowers us and helps us develop 

our self-awareness;
• is a role model;
• builds our confidence;
•  acts as a resource by either sharing 

their own knowledge or directing us  
to other sources of information; 

• develops our skills; and
•  provides introductions to other people 

who can help us.

Finding a mentor through Rise Up is 
much easier and more effective than  
trying to find someone on your own.  
Once you have signed up as a mentee,  
you will be paired with the best possible  
match. The following factors are taken  
into consideration when finding a suitable 
match for the mentoring relationship:
•  location of both mentor and mentee’s 

dropzone, home or conveniences;
•  the needs of the mentee and the 

goals they stated in the application;
•  the experience and special skills of 

the mentor; and
•  the mentor’s overall characteristic as 

an appropriate role model.

The success of every mentoring 
programme is largely dependant on 
its mentors. Therefore, Rise Up ensures  
that all of its mentors have a clear 
understanding of their roles and have 
developed fundamental mentoring skills. 
The standards and requirements which  
are expected of mentors are set out in  
a comprehensive manual entitled 
Mentoring Guidelines and Training Pack. 
You can obtain a copy on the BPA’s 
website via bpa.org.uk/training-and-
progression/rise-up/ 

Effective mentoring 
programmes facilitate 
learning
Mentoring can be formal or informal. It 
does not matter what form it takes as long 
as it is flexible and structured. Rise Up has 
adopted a resilient mentoring approach 
that is based on a solid foundation of 10 
simple rules, but the rules do not govern 
the detailed aspects of your mentoring 
relationship. They are created to:
•  assist mentors to discuss and establish 

a framework within which to facilitate  
an individual’s development;

•  help the mentor and mentee to 
understand what to expect from  
the mentoring relationship;

•  clarify the rights and responsibilities of 
both parties in the mentoring relationship;

RISE UP!

•  encourage discussion to define any 
boundaries to that relationship; and 

•  clarify the issues of confidentiality 
within the mentoring relationship.

Here are a few examples of the rules:
1.  Mentor-mentee relationships must 

not be exploited by either party for any 
commercial purposes.

2.  Participants in the Rise Up programme 
must act with integrity and genuine 
interest in the purpose for which the 
programme was designed.

3.  No discrimination shall be tolerated 
in assigning a mentor or a mentee based 
on gender, age, religion, race or any 
other personal characteristics.

4.  All discussions between mentors and 
mentees are completely confidential; 
however, maintaining confidentiality 

regarding issues raised/discussed during 
the session should not compromise the 
mentor with respect to any laws. For 
instance, if there is a real likelihood that 
serious physical or mental harm will be 
caused, the mentor can override the 
requirement for confidentiality and 
may take appropriate steps, with the  
full knowledge of the mentee.

You can find a full list of the rules on the 
Rise Up’s homepage or in the Mentoring 

Guidelines and Training Pack.

Active commitments that are 
shared openly have more 
staying power than those that 
are made passively and privately
Rise Up’s mentoring procedure involves 
seven steps spread across four stages of a 

1  Becky Higham 
rodeo-ing Derrick 
Blyth, by Kev Coffey 

2  Scotty Milne and 
AFF student on exit 

3  Delighted tandem 
student Lou, by 
Dorian Harwood 

3
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5. Analysis and feedback
6. Action planning
7. Review

One of the key features of this mentoring 
format is the “Mentoring Logbook”. 
It contains sections for ground rules, 
needs, goals, action planning, analysis  
and feedback. Mentors and mentees  
work together to complete each section 
and write down in detail the goals that  
the mentee committed to and describe  
the steps that the mentee will take to 
achieve their chosen commitment(s). 

This approach could be referred to as 
“self-persuasion technique”. A group of 
psychology researchers recently conducted 
a series of scientific experiments that also 
involved recording goals and action plans. 
They discovered that commitments which 

are written (and therefore active) are much 
more powerful than those that are made 
passively (i.e. only thought of). They also 
noted that we are more likely to follow 
the actions we actively committed to, 
when we show our written commitments 
to other people.

Another advantage of the Logbook is 
that it can be referred to at each meeting, 
so allowing the following-up of targets 
agreed in a structured manner. 

Depending on individual circumstances, 
each mentoring relationship can last  
from six to 12 months with the option  
of extending it further. Upon the 
conclusion, you will be equipped to set 
and achieve goals on your own but you 
will always have access to information  
and support through Rise Up whenever 
you need it. 

mentoring cycle. The stages outline the  
main objectives of each mentoring phase 
and what should be covered. The duration  
of each stage varies depending on the  
nature of the mentee’s goals, but they follow 
chronologically until the cycle is completed. 
The four stages are:
1. Acceptance and contact initiation
2. Discovery meeting
3. Progress meeting
4. Final meeting

The steps provide tips on how to achieve 
the main objectives during each stage.  
The seven steps are:
1. Identifying needs
2. Goal setting
3.  Establishing an agreement 

(“ground rules”)
4. Observation

4  Starting young, 
by Rob Lloyd

5  Better with 
friends, by  
Kev Coffey

6  Yassi Molazadeh 
presenting her  
Rise Up seminar  
at BPA Skydive  
the Expo 2017,  
by Rob Lloyd

4

5

6
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LOAD ORGANISING

Want to get the most out of your jumps? 

It’s all about being a good member of a 

group – here’s how

WORDS: ALLY MILNE



LOAD ORGANISING

I
t’s that exciting moment when you’ve 
picked the Boogie, booked your flights, 
sorted the accommodation and then you 
find out from your friends that there is 
load organising available at the Boogie. 

You want to get involved, but you’re not sure 
what to do next or what the etiquette for taking 
part should be. Fair enough. In this article,  
we are going to give you a rough guide to 
what load organising is, how to make best use 
of it and how to use it e�ciently ensuring you 
get in the right group – and on the fun loads.

A load organiser is an experienced skydiving 
coach in one or more disciplines who is hired 
to coach jumps and organise groups for 
Boogies or events to ensure that participants 
stay safe, have fun and learn some skills. Load 
organisers come in all sorts and varieties, each 
with their own particular skill set and style of 
flying, briefing and debriefing. Some work many 
events, have a busy calendar of countries they 
are visiting and work full-time in the sport, 
while some mainly do AFF/tandem/camera 
jumps and organise at weekends as a hobby. 
Others might not work in full-time skydiving 
or wind tunnels and organise at weekends or 
during their holiday from a regular job. Some 
will only organise or do coach jumps, whereas 
the keenest organisers will use their own time 
taking part in events, records or skills camps at 
their own expense to build up their skills which 
will in turn be passed on to you! 

In short, each organiser will have their 
own speciality or preference, so make sure 
you know in advance what to look forward  
to and who will be proficient in which type  
of dive you wish to complete. Some load 
organisers will aim to make successful dives 
at a good level, while other entry-level 
organisers will be happy to get people in  
the same bit of airspace having fun safely. 

Every event with load organisers is 
administered differently. The three main event 
types that have load organisers are Boogies, 
skills camps and one-off special events. Some 
of these will require preregistration, while 
others are simply ‘walk up’. You may be 
required to show up at a certain time, pre-pay 
for a certain number of jumps or just submit 
tickets to the organiser on a jump-by-jump 
basis, so this is worth checking in advance.

You may have heard who the event load 
organisers will be or have seen them at the 
tunnel, other dropzones or events. It’s worth 
introducing yourself and letting them know 
you are going to be taking part on an event 
with them soon; perhaps they can give you 
a few pointers in advance on how the event 
will be run. If it’s an event where there will  
be lots of different skill groups, flying with 
the organiser or jumping with them in 
advance can help them put you in the group 
most suited to your skill level – sorting 
groups with many unknown skydivers is  
a di�cult task for organisers to complete.

The cost of the organiser jumping is 
covered by the dropzone at a lot of events 
if the organiser has a certain number of 
people in the group. At others, the cost is  
split between the participants jumping with 
the organiser. Some events charge extra for 
registering for load organising. Whichever 
way it is, you can learn a lot from the 
organiser’s experience and you can find  
out before the event what the deal will be.

TIPS FOR WHEN 
YOU GET TO  
THE EVENT:

Do your paperwork
Have your admin sorted before you 

start! This includes getting your kit 

checked and tagged, getting your DZ 

brief sorted and getting jump tickets  

or credit on your account. A good tip  

is to do this the day before an event  

to prevent any early morning panic 

– queues for these tasks will be longer 

in a busy morning jump programme. 

Have jump tickets in a safe place in 

your jumpsuit because the more time 

the organisers spend chasing after 

people means they have less for 

coaching you and the group. Some 

events will pre-manifest you for the 

whole day in advance so you don’t  

need to worry about submitting  

tickets every jump, therefore giving 

more time to get coached.

Be flexible
Tell the organiser what you want to  

do for the day but, if everyone in the 

group wants to do tracking and you 

want to sit�y, you might want to join  

in if you have the skills or make other 

arrangements and join the group later. 

Some organisers will have a variety  

of plans that will rotate the dives 

throughout the day, while others  

will stick to one area where they  

have most expertise. 

Can you break-off well?
Make sure you have good break-off 

skills before you join an organised load. 
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You might have to make rapid heading 

adjustments on break-off if the group  

is big because someone else might  

take your break-off channel if you 

snooze! Make sure you always wear  

an audible and set it to the correct 

height; remember that this may change 

throughout the day on different jumps. 

Break-off isn’t a time like the end of a 

movie credits where, if you stick around, 

you might get to see something extra 

that’s cool. Treat break-off as if someone 

has pulled the pin on a grenade in the 

middle of the group and get away from 

there as fast and as safely as possible.

Tell the truth
Be honest about your skills right at  

the start. A new organiser will know  

the truth anyway after the first jump  

so there is no point in trying to pretend 

you are better than you are! You will 

lose serious cool points if you try to 

make out you’re some kind of ninja but 

then struggle to stay stable. Tell the 

organiser if you have any goals that you 

are working towards and maybe they 

can make plans around these aims. 

Know your limits
Have a maximum number you would 

like to jump with in mind. Sometimes 

the experience level of a group is  

higher, so it’s okay to get a bit higher.  

A 4-way can very easily turn into a 

14-way if many people want to jump 

with the organised group. 

Watch the clock
Be on time for every briefing. The load 

organiser is going to be busy and 

showing up late isn’t fair on the others 

in the group. Also, you may end up with 

a poor slot or even replaced by a keener 

jumper who is ready and waiting to go.

Get geared up early! 
The organiser is often the jumpmaster 

as well and they will need time to sort 

out a jump order or make safety 

announcements about landing patterns. 

If you arrive late, they may be busy. 

Keep them informed
If you are going to leave early, let them 

know well in advance of time. Good load 

organisers will be planning dives well in 

advance and, if you are leaving, they can 

get someone else ready to take your slot.

Tell the truth (again)
If you do something wrong on the dive, 

take responsibility and be honest. 

Everyone makes mistakes and it’s  

better to try and learn from them than 

blaming your jumpsuit, the guy next  

to you or tiredness! 

Check debriefs
Some organisers will debrief before 

packing, some after packing, some at  

the end of the day and some not at all! 

You don’t want to show up late and  

miss the opportunity to learn if you  

start packing at the same time.

Think before you pester
If you want footage from the organiser 

or camera�yer, try and get it at the end 

of the day. Requests for vids can add  

up to a large amount of searching for 

the right one.

Are you in the right place?
Good load organisers often use people 

with a variety of skill levels on the same 

jump, so giving the less experienced 

people easier slots and the more 

experienced people specific goals or 

tasks to perform in the group. Tell the 

organisers if you feel you can do 

something more difficult or the slot you 

have been given is too hard before the 

jump so they can make the appropriate 

adjustments as soon as possible.

Getting taken off the load 
If the skill level required for the jump 

exceeds what someone can perform or 

they make a grave safety error, they 

may be removed from the group and put 

in another group or have to sit out from 

the organising for a bit. This is done for 

the safety of that person and the group 

as whole; the safety of the group is the 

priority of the organisers at all times. 

Throwing strops, deleting the organiser 

from Facebook or name-calling are not 

going to get you back on the load or 

score you any cool points at the 

dropzone! Being a low-maintenance 

jumper in the groups helps the 

organiser run the day as effectively  

and as safely as possible. If you fall 

below the skill level to join a group  

or are asked to sit this one out, most 

organisers will be really helpful, tell  

you what to work on to improve and 

maybe even give you some dive plans  

to help this happen.

Not getting on the load
Sometimes there are physically not 

enough slots to fit everyone on the lift 

– 16 people will not fit on a 15-seat 

Dornier. If you are the last person to 

hand a ticket in, don’t be surprised if  

you need to sit a jump out until another 

slot becomes available. 

LOAD ORGANISING

3

1  A fun wingsuit 
rodeo/tracking  
jump for Nigel 
Thurston’s 500th,  
by Jay Leighton 

2  Ally Milne 
organising  
the manifest 

3  Milko’s FS load 
organised group by 
Gary Wainwright. 
When the plan is 
intricate, you need 
to be early to the 
dirtdive and to  
pay attention! 

ALLY 

MILNE
•  Full-time 

Coach 

and Load 

Organiser 

•  World Record 

holder and 

former 

National 

Champion

SPONSORS

• Airtec

•  Performance 

Designs

•  United 

Parachute 

Technologies

•  Cookie 

Composites

• Boogieman
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CANOPY TEST

I
n spring 2016, the Florida-based 
parachute manufacturer Fluid  
Wings introduced their ultra-high-
performance canopy: the HK.  
The HK is in the same class as  

the Performance Designs Peregrine  
and the NZ Aerosports Petra and,  
after a recommendation that I had  
the required skills to handle the HK  
from a canopy pilot who is very well-
known in the sport, I was lucky enough  
to purchase one from Fluid Wings.

 If you’ve never had the opportunity 
to fly one of these ultra-high-performance 
canopies but you have previously flown a  

F L Y I N G   T H E 

HK
What’s it like to fly 

the HK ultra-high-

performance canopy? 

There’s only one way 

to find out…

WOR
DS: DARREN GLOVER

Performance 

characteristics

The HK has features that are similar to 
the Peregrine and Petra:

1. A tri-tapered leading edge
2. An original air foil optimised for higher 
wing loadings with state-of-the-art CFD 
(computational fluid dynamics simulations)
3. All sail construction
4. Modern mini-rib designs
5. Low-profile Vectra lines
6. Other design elements to achieve 
maximum performance

The openings on the HK are soft and on 
heading. Reaching up to remove the RDS 
and stash it in your leg pocket is simple 
and there is no excessive twitching, unlike 
with some other ultra-high-performance 
canopies on the market.

high-performance canopy (the Valkyrie 
and the Leia, for example), you are in a 
good place to step up to the next level of 
canopy piloting. One catch: you must be 
very experienced in flying highly loaded 
cross-braced canopies in competition. 
This canopy is not for everyone and you 
will need the skills to fly it.

In the UK, I recommend that you 
have completed a recognised canopy 
progression program and have received 
competition CP coaching from a BPA  
CP Coach. The absolute minimum 
requirement is CP2. Furthermore,  
you will need a number of years of 
cross-braced canopy piloting experience 
before you even contemplate jumping 
something like an HK, Peregrine or Petra.

1  Using the distance 
body position when 
landing generates 
outstanding lift 

1
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The brakes give you high stopping 
power, even when highly loaded and 
using a small wing sizes. Personally,  
I fly the HK 67 loaded at 2.5-2.8 
(depending on how much lead I wear).

Front riser pressure feels comparable 
to the Valkyrie, but the HK has a longer 
recovery arc and stays on heading when 
coming out of a turn. If you are using  
big boy turns (anything over 450̊ , for 
instance) and are using the pause and snap 
technique, then the HK is a dream come 
true. It dives like a beast in the pause!

In full flight, the rear risers are 
extremely responsive. When landing, 
the lift generated when using the  
distance body position is outstanding.

Harness turns are extremely 
responsive, even when the brakes 
are stowed. 

AAD on or off?
Fluid Wings advise that, based on 
their testing, all currently available  
AADs have firing speeds which are  
lower than those attainable while  
piloting the Fluid HK and I totally agree. 

I’m currently using a Speed Cypres,  
but I never turn it on when jumping  
the HK for the reason above. If you  
are not confident in jumping without  
an AAD turned on, then the HK is not  
the canopy for you.

However, I have not yet attained 
speeds of more than 102mph (Speed 
Cypres activation) with the HK. I have  
gone faster than 90mph, so all it would 
take is for the planets to align, the 
universe to be on my side and a high 
enough wing loading and I can see that  
I could potentially top 100mph. This is 
not a great place to be if your AAD is 
switched on.

First jumps
With the experience gained from 
approximately 3,000 jumps on the 
Velocity, hundreds on the JFX, hundreds 
more on the Valkyrie, approximately 
1,000 on non-braced canopies and 20 
years of jumping, I believed that I was 
ready for the HK.

I have to be honest with you. When 
climbing to 6,000ft over Skydive GB 

for the first jump, I was quite nervous 
and, after going through my usual  
OCD pre-exit ritual, the time came to 
exit. The red light came on, I opened the 
door, the spot looked good, the green 
light came on and I jumped. After a 
three-second delay, I took a relaxing 
breath and pitched the pilot chute. 

I have a semi-stowless D-bag and 
30-inch pilot chute, so the deployment 
and opening was super-smooth. If you 
have jumped the Valkyrie, you know how 
fantastic the openings are. I would say 
that the HK openings are just as good,  
if not better.

Once my system checks were complete, 
I started to remove the RDS. Having heard 
some horror stories about this procedure 
with other ultra-high-performance 
canopies, I was surprised to find out that 
it wasn’t a drama at all. It always proved 
uneventful afterwards too.

After checking my airspace and 
releasing the brakes, the forward speed 
and glide angle changed dramatically. 
It was then that I realised that this is not  
a Valkyrie; the HK is a big step above.

‘If you are using big boy turns (anything over 
450˚, for instance) and are using the pause  
and snap technique, then the HK is a dream 
come true. It dives like a beast in the pause!’

2  Riser turns 

3  Landing, less than 
a minute after exiting 
at 4,000ft!

2
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The plan on this first jump was to keep 
it simple and just do some practice flares, 
brake turns and riser turns. After doing 
just one sequence, it was time to get into 
my landing pattern. I started to do a 
straight into wind landing and the speed 
along the ground was faster than any 
canopy I had jumped before. The flare  
on the HK is POWERFUL!

Big steps
Imagine the difference in performance 
level when going from a Velocity to the 
Valkyrie or from a JFX to a Leia. If you 
have jumped one of these canopies, you 
already know that the transition was  
quite a big one. 

How far are the ultra-high-
performance canopies ahead of the 
high-performance canopies? Well, quite 
a lot. The HK is both really fast and 
surprisingly quite slow – let me explain.  
If you apply deep brakes or even half 
brakes, you can easily stay on level with 
canopies twice if not three times the  
size (a feature that’s also noticeable with 
the Peregrine and Petra). If you want to  
go fast with the HK, just let the brakes  
go all the way up to the keepers and you  
will immediately go into a noticeably 
steep glide angle. To go even faster,  
use a combination of harness and riser 
turns and the HK can hit more than 
80-100-plus mph vertically. This 
translates into horizontal speed across the 
ground that has to be seen to be believed.

I have more than 100 jumps on the 
HK at time of writing. I perform a 630̊  
turn starting at 1,700ft and, if I exit from 
4,000ft, I have less than a minute from 
exit to landing. This has taught me that 
planning is everything. 

In the morning, I check the spot, wind 
direction and wind strength before my 
first jump. Then I visualise where I will 
be exiting from the aircraft and what my 
holding area will be until I navigate into 
the landing pattern and set-up turn point. 
While flying to my set-up point, I do one 
final Tra�c Altitude Position (TAP) check 
before going into my turn.

When jumping a canopy like the HK, 
the rule I live by is this: speed kills 
slow-thinking people. My mind-set before 
every jump is this:
•  Possible malfunction? Deal with 

it instantly.
•  I know who left the aircraft before 

and after me; I know what their skill 
levels are.

•  I know where they are at all times.
•  From exit to landing, I own every 

single foot of altitude.
•  I am in total control of the canopy. 

I fly it, it does not fly me.
•  I know before I get into the aircraft 

where I will land to within a few feet.
• Adapt to the unexpected.

If you do not have the discipline 
and qualities to handle it, then diving  
a canopy that could potentially go  

more than 100mph vertically and flying 
inches above the ground at speeds of up 
to 80mph is not for you.

The future
The HK is, without doubt, the fastest, 
most responsive and most fun canopy 
I have ever flown. The only negative is 
that it can be di�cult to pack because  
of its construction using sail material.  
The pack volume is much bigger than  
ZP, but sail material becomes slightly  
less di�cult to pack after a while.

If you are a high-performance canopy 
pilot and you are thinking of stepping up 
to an ultra-high-performance competition 
canopy, then I would recommend the 
Fluid Wings HK.

Final thought: be Bruce Lee
Bruce Lee once said: “Before I learned the 
art, a punch was just a punch, and a kick just 
a kick. After I learned the art, a punch was 
no longer a punch, a kick no longer a kick. 
Now that I understand the art, a punch is 
just a punch and a kick is just a kick.”

Fluid Wings have created an amazing 
wing and I have only scratched the surface 
of what the HK is capable of. I am still 
learning but maybe, after a couple more 
thousand jumps, I think I might know it.

I hope to gain some experience in 
XRW. If there are other canopy pilots and 
wingsuit flyers in the UK who have the 
same ideas, we should make it happen 
and push the limits. 

3
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H A V E 
P A R A C H U T E , 
W I L L  T R A V E L

Headaches getting your AAD through airport security? Here’s what you need to know

I
f you were jumping in the ’90s and 
early ’00s, you’ll probably remember 
the days when taking your rig on an 
airline was child’s play. You didn’t 
need to check it in and sometimes 

people wouldn’t even bother with a rig 
bag. It was possible to stroll onboard  
with it slung over your shoulder and  
then scare the bejeebus out of the poor 
person sitting next to you by asking 
“What, didn’t you get given one?”

Airport security has tightened up 
since then and it is now standard to  
check it into the hold in a sturdy case. 
Many jumpers include a note explaining 
that it is lifesaving equipment and provide 

their phone number just in case security 
staff want to inspect it. Airtec, who 
manufacture the CYPRES AAD, provide  
a credit card-sized information card 
which includes an X-ray of a parachute 
and this is also a helpful educational  
tool to provide for airport staff. The 
combination of main and reserve slider 
grommets, reserve cable and housings, 
three-rings, spring-loaded reserve pilot 
chute and assorted buckles and washers 
makes for an interesting image!

However, some jumpers were 
forbidden by security staff at Bristol 
Airport to take their rigs as onboard 
luggage in 2016. This was because the 

security staff had been told in a company 
memo that parachutes contained 
explosives and lithium (which they do, 
albeit in negligible quantities, in AADs).  
Similar incidents have occurred in  
other countries. This ban was imposed 
despite the fact that the Civil Aviation 
Authority’s website specifically mentions 
CYPRES AADs as being acceptable but 
recommends that it be checked in as hold 
luggage. It is in an obscure corner of the 
website – see below for the link.

Following a prolonged argument with 
the security company concerned, which 
eventually involved the CAA and the 
Department for Transport as well, the 
BPA managed to get the ban lifted. The 
remaining issue, however, is that the CAA 
website is at the moment brand-specific 
and refers only to CYPRES AADs but not 
to other brands such as Vigil, Mars and 
FXC Astra. This matter is being addressed 
by the BPA, but it may take some time to 
resolve. In the meantime, this could cause 
problems with over-zealous security staff. 
Therefore, if you are taking your rig on 
an airline, remember these few hints from 
BPA Aviation Advisor Tony Knight:
•   Before you travel, go to tinyurl.com/
CAABaggageAdvice and click on the 
item ‘Sport and camping related 
items’. A list appears where you  
can find CYPRES given the okay  

as onboard baggage. Print this out  
and keep it handy.

•  You can also get helpful travel info 
from AAD manufacturers.

•  Don’t ask if AADs are okay. Just 
presume they are until questioned.

•  If asked if you have a CYPRES, say yes 
even if you have another type of AAD –  
don’t attempt to give another brand name. 

•  Refer to the CAA website info if you 
get into di�culty at check in.

•  Don’t kick off if security staff get 
awkward; it gives them an excuse to 
exercise their “power”…

Watch this space and we’ll let you know 
when/if the branding issue gets sorted. 

Opposite: 
By Karim Shokraee 
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Credit: Airtec. The numbered objects show the CYPRES elements:  

1. Central unit, 2. Cutter, 3. Cutter cable, 4. Control unit cable, 5. Control unit

4

5

3
3

4

5

1

2
1

2
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N O  S * * * , 
T H E R E  I  W A S !

T
wo excellent skydiving 
autobiographies have  
recently hit the shelves. 
Cataloguing two lifetimes  
of jumping, it is fascinating  

to look back and marvel at some of the 
things that really happened.

Jackie Smith was the first female 
Red Devil, first female on a military team 
worldwide, first female to wear a Red Beret 
and the winner of numerous accolades 
including World Champion, a Royal Aero 
Club Gold Medal and induction into the 
Skydiving Hall of Fame.

Tony ‘AJ’ Dale joined the RAF in 1958, 
made his first parachute jump three 
years later, and has jumped in every  
one of the 56 years since. He is a current 
World Record Holder with SOS  
(Skydivers Over Sixty).

Marooned by Jackie Smith
Reviewed by Liz Ashley

Jackie has written the story of a life well 
lived in her inimitable ‘warts and all’ style. 
With chapter titles such as ‘Fetch me my 
brown trousers’, she takes us from life  
on a Yorkshire council estate to life as  
the world-famous skydiver she became.  
I found myself reading about people I 
knew, but hearing things that I definitely 
didn’t! Jackie travelled the world as a 
demo jumper and competitor, and was  
a true pioneer of our sport. 

Jackie’s first demo was in 1971 on her 
33rd jump, wearing smoke for the first 
time. Shortly after this, she became the 
first ever female Red Devil – a woman in 
a man’s world – and neither expected nor 
received any concessions for being female. 

The media interest grew rapidly and 
Jackie was in great demand on displays, 
where she inspired a generation of new 
jumpers and soldiers.

She tells how she circled for 35 minutes 
on a hold before exiting for Round 10 of 
the World Championships (with nine 
dead centres behind her and a tenth won 
in unpredictable wind conditions 
that had changed during that 
hold); hiked eight hours up El 
Capitan for her first BASE jump; 
did regular demos into an arena 
the size of a boxing ring (positively 
spacious when you’re used to a 2cm 
target); landed an inside-out round 
reserve with 13 blown panels out of 
24 in the sea 400m off the Mumbles 
coast (and was picked up 20 minutes 
later by a lady in a boat who offered 

1

1  Jackie training 
Paras at Aldershot 

2  AJ Dale jumping 
his 5-cell Strato-
Star into the 
Clontarf Fair in 
Perth in the mid ’70s
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BOOK REVIEW

her lipstick because she looked “a right 
mess”); posed for a model shoot at Beatle 
George Harrison’s house; once ordered a 
quarter of a million toilet rolls for 
Netheravon by mistake (“I must have leaned 
on the zero button”); cycled past the huge 
Aldershot car bomb just a minute or so 
before it detonated and killed five people; 
landed in a small clearing in a pine forest 
at night after an aircraft emergency in  
a helicopter; and much, much more.  
Every story is told with a healthy dose  
of skydiving and military humour and,  
of course, close attention to beer fines  
and drinking game rules. 

I devoured this book. Buy it, because 
you will too.

Skydiver 
by Tony  
‘AJ’ Dale
Reviewed by 
Doug Peacock

I first met Tony 
in Cyprus (too) 
many years ago 
when he came out 
to RAF Nicosia, 
recently qualified 

from RAFSPA at Weston and hungering 
after more freefall. Already an accomplished 
pentathlete with Olympic aspirations,  
he had now switched allegiance and 
become hooked on jumping. Within  
a couple of weeks, we were taking an 
Auster to 12,000ft over Nicosia airfield, 
and Tony rapidly became a key figure  
in our newly formed Joint Services 
Parachute Club at Kingsfield airstrip in 
the Dhekalia SBA. Tony subsequently 
qualified as an RAF PJI, serving first at  
No 1 PTS, then with the trials team at 
Boscombe Down. On leaving the Service 
he emigrated to Western Australia,  
where skydiving 
took over his life. 
Already a qualified 
jump pilot, BPA 
Examiner and FAA 
Master Rigger he 
founded his own 
dropzone just 
outside Perth.

This is the story 
of a “hardcore fun 
jumper” (his words). 
His overriding 
passion is large 
formation RW, a 
passion which has 
taken him to 260 
dropzones on three 
continents and encompassed almost 
4,000 jumps. Also a prolific demo jumper, 
Tony’s experiences are related here in 
detail over the course of 340 pages and 
more than 400 colour photographs. 
Added on are his exploits as a BASE 
jumper, written with a refreshing candour.

A highly detailed and profusely 
illustrated account of the life and 
peregrinations of a truly dedicated 
skydiver, this is a book for the library 
shelves of kindred spirits worldwide. 

WHERE 
TO BUY

Jackie Smith is currently making 

daily trips to her local post office to 

deal with the �ood of orders – drop her 

an email at jackie.smith1@ntlworld.com 

where £10.99 + £2.50 UK P&P will  

secure your copy.

Tony Dale now lives in Australia 

but Doug Peacock is handling UK 

distribution of his book, which you 

can order through Amazon 

for £20 + P&P.
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J I M  B A R N E S
We celebrate the life and legacy of Jim Barnes, who died on February 11 2017

WORDS: IAN ROSENVINGE

J
im was a forward-thinking man 
and one of the first to jump a square 
parachute back in the day. He was  
the substance behind both the 
Sunderland-based Blue Angels 

‘All Girl’ and North Wings Parachute Display 
Teams and he brought a DC3 into Sunderland  
to parachute from during an era when a Cessna 
207 was considered a large parachute aircraft. He 
was also one of John Hitchen’s Examiners when 
John originally took his own Instructor rating. 

Jim ran Sunderland Parachute Centre for 
many years before moving the parachute 
operation to Shotton Colliery near Peterlee  
after Nissan built a car plant on the Sunderland 
Airfield site. While at Sunderland, Jim learned  
to fly and became both a parachute pilot and 
examiner. He fostered the local University 
Parachute Clubs, with several prominent people 

in our sport coming through during his time 
there, notably BPA Chairman Martin Soulsby  
and former editor of Skydive the Mag Lesley Gale. 
After the closure of Sunderland, Jim kept those 
University Clubs parachuting by taking them 
down to Topcliffe and those same University 
Clubs remain a cornerstone of Peterlee DZ today. 

While he began parachuting at Sunderland, 
he also spent a great deal of time at Bridlington 
working towards his Instructor Ratings under 
Ronnie O’Brien and at Topcliffe. He also helped 
on several occasions at Brunton, notably by flying 
his own aircraft up there to get them jumping on 
occasions when their own aircraft was unavailable. 
Accordingly, Jim Barnes was well-known and 
active in the early – and formative – days of 
skydiving in the north east of England. 

When Jim moved Sunderland Parachute 
Centre from Usworth to a former pit heap 

site at Shotton in 1987, he had to construct a 
runway, taxiway, hangar, clubhouse, canteen, 
training area, toilets, access and car park from 
scratch. This was some feat and it took three 
years in the transition to secure the site alone. 
Even after retirement as a Drop Zone Operator, 
Jim took a keen interest in the Peterlee DZ  
and continued to fly as a parachute pilot for  
many years. 

Outside of parachuting, Jim was a great 
family man and a diver of some note who,  
with his brother John, founded the Durham  
Sub Aqua Club. Later, Jim was an important 
diving member of David Bellamy’s televised 
scientific expeditions to Aldabra, the Egmont 
Islands and Santa Maria Castellabate. 

Jim has sadly left us, dying peacefully at home 
and in bed on February 11 2017, aged 82. However, 
he has left an impressive legacy behind him. 
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H E A D L I N E  

H E R E X X X X X X

S K Y  S K I L L S 

2 - W A Y  D I V E  P O O L

Are there two of you jumping but you don’t know what FS to do? 

Welcome to Chris Shaw’s Sky Skills FS dive pool for two skydivers  

PROGRESSION ZONE

Objective: Crisp yet flowing moves.

The moves: Launch the 2-way (a ‘buddy’ 

or sidebody) and, when making the moves, 

work on stopping before taking grips.  

Drop grips between each point and keep a 

flowing rhythm to the whole skydive; the time 

between each point should be about the same. 

This is a potentially fast skydive where you 

can get lots of points without going crazy!

Hot tip: Share the moves from one 

formation to the next between both  

skydivers equally. This keeps the moves 

ef�cient and speeds up the skydive without 

actually going faster.

B 1  –  T H R E E  P O I N T S

Objective: Develop precise 

in-place turns while synchronising 

with your buddy.

The moves: Launch the 2-way 

(‘buddy’ again) and then each 

turns as per the arrows in the 

diagram above. This ‘cogs’ the 

turns so that there should be 

no collisions. Remember to 

STOP your turn before taking 

grips. Then swap positions in 

the formation and make the 

turns again, but in the opposite 

direction (i.e. if you turned right 

in the �rst move, you should be 

turning left in the second etc.). 

Hot tip: On the key for the turns, 

pause before making your turn so 

that you are balanced. This makes 

a better in-place turn. Also, don’t 

strain to make eye contact when 

turning; once you have made a 

90̊  turn, just trust your turn and 

keep your head neutral. You will 

see your buddy as you complete 

the last 90̊  of the turn.

B 2  –  F O U R  P O I N T S

1

1
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PROGRESSION ZONE

Last time on CSI:UK, Rich travelled to 

Strathallan with a caravan full of training aids 

and returned a week later with a CSBI rating…

I visit the DZ soon after my successful  

CSBI course and I’m immediately met with 

congratulations, handshakes and high �ves 

from pretty much everybody I bump into.  

It’s great, but I’m slowly aware that it somehow 

feels different. It’s as if there is some sort  

of line and a lot of the regulars, particularly  

the less experienced jumpers, seem to treat 

me just a little differently. I’m not “one of  

the crowd” any more; I’ve become “one of  

the Instructors”. It seems odd to me, because  

I don’t feel any different.

FOR REAL, THIS TIME

The following weekend, I’m back and ready 

for a day of jumping. I carry out my �rst real 

training of students, grabbing a group of six 

for a daily refresh. I know there is no chance 

I will get to take them up because the wind is 

already over student limits and is forecast to 

get stronger, so I take my time over the training 

and then brief one for a Dummy Ripcord Pull 

(DRP). As I’m �nishing, the CI pops his head 

round the door.

“Wind has dropped, we are manifested for 

the next lift. Get ‘em kitted up – you will be 

dispatching, I’m going up to observe,” he says.

“OK,” I croak, feeling rather shocked. I count 

up my students: four static lines, a �ve-second 

delay and a 15-second delay. I run through 

the lift in my head: two passes at 3,500ft, 

two static lines out on each pass, one pass at 

4,500ft, one exiting and one pass at 6,500ft for 

the 15-second delay and I will follow him out.  

I get the students kitted up way too early and 

begin to slowly and carefully check and sign 

for each of them in turn. I want to check them 

all again six or seven times but, with some 

effort, I keep my nerves under control.

I begin to get a few questions as we wait and 

I realise that my students are more nervous 

than I am. They are looking to me for 

reassurance and I have another realisation of 

the responsibility I have taken on – six lives are 

depending on me. Oddly, I begin to feel calm. 

C S I : U K PHOTOS: ROB LLOYD



 April 2017    47

PROGRESSION ZONE

After all, I have to be if I’m not going to let 

them down.

WHERE IT COUNTS

I get my kit checked and take a look at the 

manifest. I’m listed as the jumpmaster, so  

I begin to order the rest of the lift. Before  

long, I lead my students out in reverse exit 

order to our waiting aeroplane. I decide that 

the CI’s pretty much silent observation must 

be a good thing. If I was making mistakes,  

I’m sure he would have something to say.

The experienced guys board and settle down 

as I board my students, carefully attaching and 

checking static lines on the last four.

I feel strangely calm and focused. A grin 

from the CI confirms that I’m doing OK as I 

brief the pilot and close the door. I double-

check my students have their restraints on  

and grin at the six nervous faces all looking  

at me. “Smile, you miserable lot! We’re having 

fun!” They all force a grin as we take off. I feel 

positively serene and actually a bit worried  

that I’m not nervous. 

I check the restraints are off as we climb 

through 1,000ft. As we pass 2,500ft, I calmly 

pre-jump check my first two static liners.  

This is great, no nerves at all.

The red light comes on and I open the door 

to see we are still nicely short. As we are 

passing the landing area, the green comes on.  

I wait until we are a little past and look up at 

my first student. At that point, it feels as if 

somebody just kicked me in the stomach.  

My heart begins pounding, my eyes feel like 

they are popping out and I gasp for breath. 

Bloody hell! Where did that come from?  

My head is thumping and I feel sweat running 

down my neck as I yell “CUT!” and instruct  

my first student “Feet out!”

He looks up at me with puppy dog eyes  

that convey the trust he is placing in me.

“Head up... GO!” He is away, out of my 

control, and I watch him fall away with a  

good positive arch under a nicely deploying 

canopy as I pull in the deployment bag.

I’m still gripped with overwhelming  

panic as I dispatch the next and bellow  

“OK” to the pilot, again pulling in the bag.  

The plane lurches about as I gasp for  

breath and check the next two. They are 

dispatched, with the final one executing  

a textbook DRP.

“I briefed him to do that,” I think to myself,  

as he looks up waving the DRP.

I fumble with the static lines as the pilot 

climbs up to 4,500ft for my five-second delay. 

The CI eventually comes to my rescue, stowing 

away three bags to my one.

I quickly move to check my next student  

and, within a few seconds, open the door and 

begin spotting. I’m beginning to calm down a 

bit as he exits into a nice five-second delay.

By the time we are at 6,500ft, I’m beginning 

to enjoy myself a little. I dispatch my 15-second 

delay and follow him straight out, grinning  

at him as we fall away, level out and I watch 

him deploy. As I deploy, I feel totally calm 

again. The relief is indescribable and I enjoy  

my canopy �ight, checking on my 15-second 

delay student as I go. 

FOR EVERY ACTION…

I gather up my canopy, compliment him on  

a nice landing and head away to pack. I drop 

my canopy, walk away and take my rig off,  

only to discover that my hands are shaking  

so much I can’t get my toggles onto the risers.  

I fumble about for a couple of minutes hoping 
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that nobody notices what a wreck I am. I 

eventually manage to get packed and round  

up my students for a debrief. Once the debrief 

is over, I �nd the CI for my debrief and I’m  

sure he must have noticed what a state I  

was in, but he seems pretty pleased. I forgot  

to tell the pilot “CUT!” on all but the �rst  

pass and fumbled stowing the bags and 

detaching the static lines, but I “just need  

a bit of practice”.

My hands are still shaking as I hand over  

the keys for Rebecca to drive home.

“Are you sure you are OK?” she asks,  

looking at me in concern.

“No.” Long pause. “I’m not sure if I can do this.”

A couple of weeks later, I’m due to share  

a ground school with Rab. We arrive early  

and prepare for the day, having enough time  

for a quick cup of tea and a bacon sandwich 

before we start. I’m immediately struck by  

how easy it feels compared with the arti�cial 

environment of ‘teaching practice’. But, as 

much as I’m pleased that ‘real’ teaching is  

so much easier, I also keep reminding myself  

of the responsibility of teaching these lessons. 

If I fail to get the course material across 

clearly, I’m very mindful of the consequences 

later in the air. The class are pretty good, but 

it’s still hard work and a long day. However,  

it’s also immensely satisfying as we sign off 

our class and brief them to be back as soon  

as the weather looks �t. 

The next day, the weather is good and I’m 

able to dispatch many of my �rst class on  

their �rst jumps. Some do better than others, 

but everybody has grins on their faces and a 

few are keen to ‘go again’. I wonder how long  

I will have to wait before I take my �rst student 

from ground school to A Licence. 

HERE WE GO AGAIN

Over the next few months, I take several 

ground schools, refresh train and dispatch 

dozens of students. I collect lists of briefs, 

ground school lessons given and students 

dispatched on my new ‘pro�ciency sheet’.  

I’m having so much fun that, before I know 

where I am, I’m getting the paperwork 

together for my CSI course. I notice that,  

in the six months since my CSBI course,  

I’ve completed just 22 jumps myself but  

I don’t seem to have missed ‘fun jumping’.  

I also notice that I’m �nding it a little easier 

to dispatch each time; the heart-pounding, 

gasping and cold sweats of my �rst few 

attempts have given way to more of a 

manageable, controllable buzz. I feel ready 

for my CSI course and, before I know it, I’m 

hitching up the caravan again. This time, it’s 

for the much shorter trip to Hibaldstow... 

Next time and in the final instalment  

of CSI:UK, Rich’s transformation into  

fully qualified Category System Instructor 

is complete and he reflects on how it  

changed his life for the better.

The DZs given are the ones 

where the coach achieved 

their rating, but they may be 

available to coach at other DZs. 

Congratulations to all. 

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

Hans Donner, JSPC (N)

CP COACH

Mark Tether, JSPC (N)

Lee Crudgington, JSPC (N)

FS COACH

Catherine Leather, Hibaldstow

Laura Jones, Peterlee

Joshua Carratt, Langar

FF COACH

Max McLeod, Netheravon

David Fusaro, Hibaldstow

TRACKING COACH

James McCarthy, Netheravon

David Gill, JSPC (N)

Mark Tether, JSPC (N)

WS COACH

Kamal Akbar, Headcorn

Lee Crudgington, JSPC (N)

N E W  C O A C H E S
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WORDS: JEFF MONTGOMERY, 
BPA SAFETY AND TECHNICAL 
OFFICER AND CHAIR OF  
THE BPA SAFETY AND  
TRAINING COMMITTEE 

The Safety and Training 

Committee (STC) is the principal 

forum for the regulation of safety 

and training within the sport.  

It covers all technical matters 

relating to sport parachuting 

operations. Membership of  

STC comprises the Chief 

Instructors (CI) from each of  

the BPA’s nearly 30 Affiliated 

Parachute Training Organisations 

(PTOs). CIs are BPA Advanced 

Instructors and/or Instructor 

Examiners. STC has, reporting  

to it, a Riggers’ Subcommittee 

chaired by Paul Applegate who is 

a co-opted member of STC. The 

work of STC is ably supported by 

Tony Butler, BPA Chief Operating 

Officer, who brings a lifetime of 

experience in the technical and 

safety aspects of our sport.

STC seeks to maintain and 

improve safety standards.  

One of the ways of achieving  

this is through the establishment 

of working groups. A tandem 

working group was formed in 

September 2015 to carry out  

a review of all aspects of  

tandem parachuting to ensure 

that our operational procedures 

continue to re�ect best practice 

worldwide. Such periodic 

reviews are important in the  

light of developments in 

equipment and operational 

procedures, and take fully  

into account the analysis of 

incident data that the BPA 

carries out on a continuing  

basis. It is by mechanisms  

such as this that we aim to 

maintain our standard of having 

the best tandem parachuting 

safety record in the world.  

BPA operational regulations 

always aim to be proportionate 

to the risk and we are acutely 

aware of the twin pitfalls of 

under- and over-regulation.  

We believe that, with the skill 

and expertise of STC and the 

BPA’s technical staff, we get  

that balance right to keep  

BPA members – and potential 

new members, many of whom 

are from the wider public, 

experiencing our sport for the 

first time – as safe as possible.

Another working group is 

reviewing fitness to parachute. 

Based on its recommendations, 

STC introduced self-declaration 

of fitness for all tandem students 

over the age of 40 in April 2016. 

This had an encouraging reception 

from PTOs and tandem students 

alike and STC, on the working 

group’s recommendations, then 

consulted with PTOs on 

extending this approach to solo 

parachutists. The result was a 

new self-declaration of fitness 

and new doctor’s certificate for 

those who cannot self-declare. 

The age limit of 40 has been 

removed as of April 2017, so  

the number of people who can 

self-declare will increase. Old 

forms already in use remain valid 

until the Doctor’s Certificate runs 

out, but jumpers are encouraged 

to switch over to the new forms 

sooner rather than later. We are 

grateful to Mark Bayada, CI of 

APA Netheravon, for chairing this 

working group and to Dr John 

Carter, BPA Medical Adviser (a 

role he carries out in an honorary 

capacity), for his expert advice  

to STC, its working groups, its 

boards and panels of enquiry. 

Thank you too to Tony Knight, 

BPA Aviation Adviser, for his 

sterling work on monitoring and 

in�uencing the complex array of 

British and European regulation 

relating to general aviation and, 

most specifically, �ying sport 

parachuting sorties.

There have sadly been two 

sport parachuting fatalities in 

operations conducted under the 

BPA Operations Manual during 

the calendar year 2016. This is 

two too many. Fatal accidents  

and other serious incidents 

trigger a detailed accident 

investigation and reporting 

process that seeks to inform 

future practice by preventing a 

recurrence and learning wider 

lessons that inform safety 

improvements within our sport.

Both the COO and I have 

carried out 15 PTO audits and 

have been audited ourselves  

by the CAA, with whom we 

continue to work closely. It  

has been my privilege to chair 

STC and its tandem working 

party during 2016. I have also 

organised and taught on 34 

different Instructor ratings over 

11 weeks of Instructor courses 

during 2016 and trained 122 new 

Instructors/Advanced Instructors 

and Instructor Examiners – and 

occasionally got to spend some 

time with my family too. I would 

like to thank the Instructor 

Examiners who delivered the 

courses and examined with  

me, and the Affiliated PTOs  

that hosted the courses. 

I believe it to be important  

that STC should continue to  

be chaired by an Advanced 

Instructor/Instructor Examiner 

who has no involvement in any 

commercial business in or 

associated with our sport.  

This assures that safety always 

comes first, above commercial 

considerations, and that safety 

remains at the heart of our work 

here at the BPA as the not-for-

profit National Governing Body  

of our sport.

HOW SAFE?
During 2016, there were 275,048 sport 

parachute descents made at BPA Affiliated 

PTOs and on UK displays. This included  

58,907 tandems, 9,725 static line descents, 

6,104 AFF descents and 6,666 other student 

freefall descents. The remaining descents  

were made by BPA A Licence jumpers and 

above, including 1,500 display jumps.

There were 55 tandem malfunctions or 

deployment problems; a rate of less than  

one in 1,000. There were 305 malfunctions  

or deployment problems including all  

jumpers, a rate of one in 901. There were  

also 52 tandem injury reports, of which 17 

were categorised as serious. Injury reports 

include bruises, cuts, students feeling faint  

and all minor injuries as well as all serious 

injuries. Serious injuries are any broken  

bones (mainly ankles or legs) and any 

dislocations (mainly shoulders). There  

were a total of 169 injury reports across  

the total 275,048 jumps made. This includes 

the 52 tandem injuries. Sadly, there were  

two fatalities. 

Katja Friebe, 51, was killed at RAPA in May 

2016. Katja had approximately 1,500 jumps  

and was jumping a high performance canopy 

which was observed to partially de�ate close  

to the ground and make a radical turn just  

prior to impacting with the ground. 

Pamela Gower, 49, died at Peterlee in 

September 2016. Pamela, who had restricted 

growth (dwarfism), did not regain stability after 

attempting a barrel roll on her AFF Level 6.  

The rotation quickly became a spin, which 

continued until her AAD activated at 820ft. 

Once her reserve parachute had deployed, 

there were twists in the rigging lines which 

resulted in the reserve parachute turning.  

The turn increased in speed until she impacted 

with the ground in a housing estate adjacent  

to the airfield. It is likely that she lost 

consciousness while she was spinning. 



52     April 2017

SAFETY ZONE

TOP TIP: 

SPOTTING 
Look before you leap! To spot 

effectively, you need to look 

directly down to see where the 

aircraft is over the ground. To do 

this, you need to get your head 

right out of the door. Don’t be shy; 

you won’t fall out. 

Imagine a straight line drawn 

from your eyes to the ground.  

You aren’t doing a proper job if 

you’re too far inside the plane 

because this straight line will be 

diagonal and you’ll actually be 

looking out at an angle. If you’re 

two and a half miles up, even a 

small angle at altitude makes a 

big difference along the ground – 

remember all those trigonometry 

lessons at school?

In the �rst photo, the jumper 

was actually waiting to jump 

rather than spotting. However, 

plenty of people do spot from this 

position and don’t realise that 

they can improve their technique. 

In the second photo, Pete Allum 

shows how it’s done.

By Simon Brentford

By Gary Wainwright
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You should be willing and able to land your 

canopy in any direction, including a slight 

downwind. If you end up landing off, you  

may not have the luxury of choice. Even  

when landing in the main landing area, poor 

canopy control by someone else could make  

it unsafe for you to complete your last turn 

onto finals, forcing a crosswind landing.

The BPA Canopy Handling manual says  

that your landing priorities are: 

1. Land under a �at and level canopy 

2. Into a hazard-free area 

3. Into wind (this is ideal, but not at 

the expense of the above) 

We are taught on the first jump course that  

it is important to land into wind because it is 

the slowest and generally safest way to land. 

Also, if we all land facing the same way, the 

chance of a collision is decreased. However, 

landing into wind should not be attempted at 

the expense of our other landing priorities. 

Many jumpers have been hurt by making an 

error of judgement and turning too late. In 

summary, land into wind but only when it is 

safe to do so. 

Having a ‘must get into wind for landing’ 

mindset is a dangerous practice which should 

be avoided. If you have messed up and are  

L A N D I N G 

I N T O  W I N D
low, just land straight ahead, �are and PLF. 

This is a safer alternative than trying to turn 

near the ground just to get into wind. If you  

do not have enough height to complete a turn, 

don’t start one. If you’ve started a turn that  

you can’t complete safely before hitting the 

ground, then stop turning. 

Landing crosswind can sometimes give  

the impression that the canopy is turning 

during landing. To overcome this problem,  

it is important to remember to keep �ying  

the canopy until it has collapsed at the end  

of the landing. By thinking about the landing  

in this way, it becomes easier to assess what 

toggle input is required at every stage of the 

landing. Make sure you pick a heading for  

each landing and keep the canopy on that 

heading until the landing is complete. 

Remember to keep your toggle inputs smooth 

and controlled throughout the whole landing. 

If landing downwind, it is important to 

remember that you are not descending  

any faster; all that has increased is  

your ground speed (which may 

appear to be pretty fast).  

Your increased ground  

speed will cause you to  

cover a lot more ground  

than on a normal landing. 

Therefore, it is important to look forwards and 

check for hazards. If there are any, look to the 

left and right of the hazard and steer the 

canopy only enough to miss the hazard. Do not 

panic; a sharp turn at this stage may well be 

your last! The added ground speed will quite 

probably scare you, possibly tempting you into 

a high �are. Keep calm and concentrate on 

performing a smooth and even �are. Adopt 

your PLF position and expect to fall over. 

Flare evenly, 

by Rob Lloyd

Land into wind if 

possible, but not at all 

costs. By Chris Cook
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‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

UPT Mutant
It’s been a very long time since we’ve 

seen something truly revolutionary 

in the harness world, but it appears 

UPT are working on something a bit 

special. Called ‘Mutant’, this new 

container is a purpose-built swoop 

harness aimed squarely at highly 

experienced swoop pilots.

Designed by Vince Reffet and 

Blikkies Blignaut, the Mutant is 

significantly different from a  

sports rig. The risers connect  

at the hips in a manner much  

more akin to a speed�ying harness 

and control is initiated more by  

weight than toggle pressure.  

The laid-back, supine position  

of the pilot reduces drag, which 

results in longer and faster swoops.

UPT are quick to point out that  

the Mutant dramatically changes  

the �ight dynamics of the canopy, 

which means it isn’t suitable for 

everyone. Jumping it will require 

a lot of training and a high level of 

experience. Read into this that you 

need to be on top of your swoop  

game before they’ll let you buy one 

when they’re released. 

The container is going through  

the final stages of testing and  

should be released later this year. 

Price and availability are still TBC.

uptvector.com

Sony  
FDR-X3000R
Sony action cams have been 

around for a while now and 

they’re slowly being spotted 

on more and more helmets 

around the DZ. I’ve always 

been a fan of their form, 

preferring their long and thin 

shape over the square and 

boxy nature of the GoPro.

Their latest and greatest 

model, the FDR-X3000R, has 

just been announced. This 

follows a similar form factor 

as the previous models, but 

this time it brings 4K into 

their smaller housing.

For the geeks among us 

(raises hand), this new action 

cam is powered by the same 

BIONZ X processor used in 

their a7 cameras, with light 

being captured by a newly 

developed Exmor R CMOS 

sensor and a new ZEISS 

Tessar lens that they claim 

delivers a more natural 

image with significantly  

less distortion.

Also, for the first time, 

they’ve added their Balanced 

Optical SteadyShot (BOSS 

for short). Working all the 

way up to 4K resolution,  

Sony says it should deliver  

a more effectively stabilised 

image when compared to 

previous models.

Full details about the new 

camera will be announced 

when it hits the market in 

November with an expected 

RRP of £500.

sony.com
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VIGIL PRODUCT 

ADVISORY

Advanced Aerospace 
Designs have released  
a product advisory 
covering all sport Vigil 
units and battery 
replacements. Effective 
immediately, units will 
need to be sent back to 
either AAD or Vigil USA 
to have the batteries 
changed because they 
are no longer field-
replaceable. AAD have 
said this is due to new 
restrictions on shipping 
lithium batteries. If  
you have a Vigil 2, the 
batteries will be 

changed for the price  
of the battery plus 
shipping. If you have a 
Vigil 1, the process is a 
little more complex 
because the required 
batteries are no longer 
available. AAD say  
you’ll need to contact 
them and pick one of 
two options: exchange 
your unit for a new one 
for €300 plus VAT or,  
for the cost of a battery 
replacement, your unit 
will be exchanged for  
a unit with the latest 
firmware and a 
comparable expiration 
date to your current unit. 

Vertex suits
New to the suit market, Vertex is a UK-based company 
which is now producing a range of different suits.

Free�y, Free�y Shorty and FS are currently in  
the line-up and their newest offerings are a ‘Prozip’ 
Instructor suit, camera jacket and tandem suits.  
The Prozip suit is particularly interesting and features 
a number of zips that allow the suit to be a tight fit  
or open up to offer much more surface area – ideal  
for Instructors who jump with a range of differently-
sized people.

All of their suits come with a 12-month guarantee 
which they say will protect you against manufacturing 
defects and even measuring problems if your new suit 
doesn’t fit as it should.

They’re keen to emphasise that their suits are all 
made from high-quality fabrics, with lots of great 
features such as windproof zips, strong cordura 
where it’s needed and spandex in the tight areas. 
Customisation is high on their priority list and you  
can order your new suit in a wide range of colours  
or patterns and with as much custom embroidery  
as you can handle.

Prices start at a very reasonable £210 for their 
Free�y Shorty and work their way up to £280 for the 
Prozip Instructor suit. 

vertexskysports.com

Performance Designs 
Horizon
Canopy legends Performance Designs 
have just announced a new canopy called 
the Horizon. Primarily aimed at wingsuit 
pilots, it’s an ultra-low pack volume seven-
cell wing.

The folks in Deland say that they wanted 
to develop a new canopy especially for 
wingsuiting that encourages people to  
upsize but that doesn’t require a new 
container. Made from proprietary low-bulk 
30-denier fabric with a ZP leading edge  
and centre cell top skin, the Horizon packs 
down as much as two sizes smaller than  
a comparable canopy of the same size.

After years of testing, PD say they’ve 

developed their best canopy yet for 
wingsuiting that’s designed to be an easy 
‘off button’ at the end of your �ight. The 
emphasis during the design process was  
on eliminating deployment problems caused 
by the burble of larger wingsuits without 
sacrificing a great �are or responsive �ight. 

Predictable, on-heading openings even 
when deploying in full �ight should appeal  
to pilots and regular jumpers alike. Once 
open, the canopy is a really nice and docile 
seven-cell with great glide to help you get 
back if you find yourself a bit deep.

The Horizon is available in sizes ranging 
from 120 to 190 with either microline or 
Dacron, and has an RRP of $2,100.

performancedesigns.com

MARS M2 SAFETY 

BULLETIN

Mars have released a 
safety bulletin covering 
an amendment they’ve 
made to the maintenance 

information for the 
M2 AAD. Riggers or 
Advanced Packers can 
either check the Lock 
Release Mechanism or 
the barometric pressure 

test as per the manual, 
but it must be completed 
at the manufacturer’s 
recommended time scale. 
The remaining inspection 
stays the same. 
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan
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3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0EA
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad
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5 Cornwall

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft
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6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield, 
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander
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8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Cessna Grand Caravan
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15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire 
OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

 Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 

Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Cessna Caravan

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine
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19 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

20 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

21 Tilstock

The Parachute Centre

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@theparachutecentre.com
theparachutecentre.com

Airvan
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22 UK Para Beccles

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

23 UK Para Sibson

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

24 Weston

RAF 22 Training Group

Currently military only
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25 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.com.cy
skydivecyprus.org 

PBN Piston Islander

RAPA

Skydive Bad Lippspringe

Flugplatz 1, 33175  
Bad Lippspringe, Germany 
T: 0049 5254 982 2378
info@skydive-badlippspringe.com
skydive-badlippspringe.com

Cessna Caravan 208

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

9

CLUBZONE
AFFILIATED DZS AVAILABLE 
TO BPA MEMBERS – HOW 
MANY HAVE YOU JUMPED AT?
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1  Spotting with the US Army’s 
Golden Knights

2  Dunc and Dan, by 
Kev Coffey

3  Air Farce One, by 
Alan Thompson

4  15-way over Black Knights 
– equalling the club record – 
before Sam docked to make  
it a 16, by Sam Bemment

5  Marvin Vella, by Siân Stokes 

6  Peter Dolbel hanging 
from Richard Hamilton  
and Shayne Lightfoot,  
by Simon Griffiths

1

3

4

2

CARK

PETERLEE

JSAT

BLACK K
NIG

HTS

GALLERY
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BECCLES

BECCLES RIVIERA
The time has come for another article and we have had absolutely 

gorgeous weather so far this year. It has been boiling and what better 

way to celebrate than with plenty of jumping? We are welcoming 

plenty of new and enthusiastic skydivers to our home dropzone and 

the summer skydivers are returning too.

I would like to give Lynne Upfield a very special mention for 

successfully achieving her FS1 qualification after a lot of winter 

jumping. You have made us all here at Beccles very, very proud  

not only for your FS1, but also for being the acting mother of the 

dropzone, looking after us and making each and every one of us  

laugh. You are always welcome here!

As mentioned in the previous article, we sent Andy Parker and Max 

Meridius off to Peterlee for their Tandem Basic Instructor Course in 

early February and I am proud to say that they both passed with flying 

colours. They are off to Langar in July for part two of the TI Course 

and will hopefully come back as fully fledged Tandem Instructors.

Congratulations to Javi for achieving his Wingsuit Coach qualification. 

Now there is no need to go abroad to get some wind beneath your 

wings, you’d be silly not to come to Beccles.

With more and more going on, Beccles is 100% the place to be this 

year. Scrambles is slowly approaching along with plenty of other 

events, so the sunny Suffolk coast awaits your visit.

Callum Kennedy

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Dale Leeks, Lisa Lungley  CH2/JM1  

Tom Chaplin, Andy Pickering  FS1  Tom Chaplin, 

Karl Thackery, Lynne Upfield  TR1  Edwin Doherty, Richard Welchman  TR2  

Ashley Bunn  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Tom Chaplin, Andy Pickering  100  Patrick 

Adams, Rhian Hogg  300  Callum Kennedy  1,000  James Page, Andy Parker

BLACK KNIGHTS

FALL IN, FALL OUT
It’s been a great start to the season so far. The weather has started 

to be kind and we are getting lots of skydiving underway.

Congratulations to Carl Marsh on completing his CSI course. He has 

been extremely busy since then helping to support and develop our 

new fledglings! Keep up the hard work, Carl – it is appreciated.

The BKPC CF event was well-attended and we now have a few more 

people signed up to this discipline. The next CF event is on April 29 

and the CF 16-stack attempt will be on July 21, so please let Paul or 

Carl know if you are interested.

A big thank you goes to Will Cooke and Sam for doing a great job with 

the FS big-way event that was held on March 25. We even managed  

a club record 16-way on the Sunday! The vibe on the dropzone was 

really great and thanks to Suzzie for keeping the guys fed and 

watered, especially with her hot baguettes. Mark Lord was also on 

hand to help out as he usually does, so a continued thanks to him  

for his support of the centre and the skydivers.

Congratulations to Brad Needham, who has recently got engaged.  

We will look forward to helping you guys celebrate when you 

eventually tie the knot. 

We have said goodbye to Connor Lynch, who has decided to join the 

Army. We wish you all the best in your training and look forward to 

seeing you back when you get some leave.

As of April 1, we are now open every day. So, if you have some time  

off during the week and want to come and play, make sure you are 

early so as to not miss all the action. 

We still have lots of things planned for the rest of the season, so 

please speak to the office or Mark and we can let you know what  

we have available. Also, check the Black Knights Facebook page  

for more information on weekly updates and information.

Congratulations to Dan Mercer on completing his Advanced Packing 

course. If you need any reserve repacks, we now have both Dan and 

Paul available so see Sharon in the office for the tags and we can help 

you with that.

We have had a few big charity days throughout March and we look 

forward to working closely with them throughout the year.

Felix

ACHIEVEMENTS
CF1  Louis Cuddy  JUMP NUMBERS  300  Brad 

Needham  400  Mike Dodd  1,000  Dave Bloomfield  

1,200  Emily Plant  TWO HOURS IN FREEFALL  Louis Cuddy  FOUR HOURS 

IN FREEFALL  Brad Needham  NINE HOURS IN FREEFALL  Mick Doherty  

15 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Dave Bloomfield 

BRIDLINGTON

DANCE LIKE YOU’RE 
TRYING TO CHANGE 
THE WEATHER
It has been a strange start to the year due to Costa Del Bridlington’s 

bizarre weather systems. We’ve had some beautiful days and others 

where the windsock was barely visible. Sarah Burnside’s weather 

dance seems to help, though, so we keep her on standby and the 

achievements are coming in thick and fast on the good days.

NEWS

BECCLES

Max Meridius  

and Andy Parker  

at Peterlee

BLACK KNIGHTS 

Saturday sunset 

11-way over 

Cockerham,  

by Sam Bemment 
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Our very own Sam Rehill has just qualified. It only seems like five 

minutes ago that he was a small child, but now he is both huge and 

fully qualified. His final consolidation jump was under the watchful  

eye of his dad Simon, and it’s fair to say that Sam’s landing was a lot 

prettier than his dad’s on this occasion.

We welcome new pilot Steve Piper. He is a highly experienced pilot 

and Instructor with an interesting way of getting out of the Airvan 

– enough said!

We are now open on Fridays as well as weekends and welcome 

visiting jumpers. We have experienced an influx of new jumpers  

lately and it’s great to meet them.

Darren Glover has successfully run his first canopy course of the year 

and the improvement in the performance of those who attended is 

clear to see. Erik Bowie, Louise Aveyard, Phil Wayper, Denislav Ivanov 

and Dave Ruston are all looking amazing under canopy and landing 

exactly where they want to these days. Louise has also completed her 

B Licence.

We are running static line courses regularly to encourage new jumpers 

into the sport. Our students are doing exceptionally well, including 

Steve Cass and Sarah Burnside on static line, and Wayne Pooley has 

completed his first and second freefall descents.

Paul Gibbs and Adam Tunnicliffe have gone to warmer climes, so we 

wish them well and look forward to their return later in the year.

The Tandem Instructors have recently been seen jumping with  

training bags in preparation for the introduction of the new ‘handcam’, 

which is now available. Thank you to the BPA for the loan of the bags 

for this purpose.

Colin Stevenson and Samuel Cavendish have been available for  

FS coaching. It would be good to get a 4-way team going from 

Bridlington, but unfortunately we can’t have an 8-way team  

because the aircraft isn’t big enough!

The new fancy staff hoodies have arrived (thank you Ray Armstrong) 

and they look great with the exception of Colin’s, which looks 

decidedly worse for wear since his Katana taught him a little lesson!

I must say a huge thank you to Colin, Simon and Dave Pinkney for 

everything they have done to help out lately. They have been 

workhorses, advisors and, above all, very good friends.

Sara Orton 

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Wayne Pooley  CH2/JM1  Louise 

Aveyard  JUMP NUMBERS  50 Louise Aveyard

CARK

THE REAL MC
The start to this year has been a gloomy, wet and windy affair, 

with January and February totally washed out and Alpha Yankee  

only really getting up and about in early March.

On the upside, the new DZ shop is taking pride of place opposite  

the hangar. Dave McMinn has been hard at work constructing the 

Swiss-type cottage and Annie has been stocking up on all the 

skydiving goodies. ‘Hop and Pop, the Skydive Shop’ will open at  

Easter, with eager volunteers in the form of George and Alex  

ready to spend your pennies.

Our resident lady pilot Vicky has been making her way back from  

the Antarctic after a six-month stint at the South Pole. We’ve been 

tracking the progress of the Twin Otter through Chile, Ecuador and 

Mexico and then onto the final leg across the USA to her destination  

of Canada. We’re looking forward to having you back this season.

Congratulations to Ed Roscoe for gaining his TI rating, and a warm 

welcome to Alec Hennis and Stu Selley in the camera team.

After what feels like decades of being in the sport, Sangita Mistry  

has finally qualified on the sunniest weekend of the year. Well done  

for all your perseverance. Andy Bate has also cracked a few  

consistent jumps in and is now on turns. 

Jordan Dickinson, Dez Blyth and the new Cark Crew team will be 

entering the Nationals this year. Training has started under the  

expert coaching of Davey Mc. With a few jumps under their belts  

along with a shed full of knives, the rotations are forming well.

Cark’s Accuracy team is beginning to reform in preparation for the 

2017 Nationals. Ex-members of Keep Off The Grass along with Nicky 

and John B will soon be stacked over Cark’s tuffet.

In July, we will be hosting the UKSL 4-way FS competition. Anyone 

with an FS1 can enter and you can make up a team with your friends 

and skydiving chums. The entry levels cater for the complete novice 

competitor right up to those competing at national level. Coaches  

will be available to assist you throughout the weekend and we also 

have a couple of weekends in May where guest FS coaches will be 

available to teach you the newest skills. Check out our Facebook 

pages and calendar of events for the specific dates so you can get 

them in your diary and enjoy a weekend’s free coaching.

Well done to all our achievers below and see you at Easter.

Stu Morris 

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Daniel Portal  CAT8/CH1 

Sue Manickum, Sangita Mistry  CH2/JM1  

Lewis Brown  FS1  Lewis Brown, John Yeates  JUMP NUMBERS  50  

Lewis Brown, Sangita Mistry  100  Ed Corcoran, Jordan Dickinson, 

Jason Neate, John Yeates

CHATTERIS

TROUSERS? IT MUST 

BE SERIOUS!
Watch this space for upcoming events this year! Club members 

are looking forward to some big-way weekends, CF and Wingsuit 

coaching weekends and various roadshows. Unfortunately, our  

night jumps last year did not go ahead due to bad weather, so this  

will be looked at again this year. 

DZO Martin Crossley, pilot Si Chipp and Instructor Geordie Best  

went to Italy over the winter shutdown to have further training  

on the hot air balloon, which means we’re closer to getting our  

club balloon up and running! Arrangements will be discussed  

and, although we have planning permission for balloon jumps 

outside normal operating hours, this will rely on eager volunteers  

so please let us know when you’re available. 

There were plenty of funny stories from BPA Skydive the Expo as 

expected, one in particular being Mike falling asleep on a toilet and 

being woken up by Avi! I think we can all safely say we’re glad not  

to have been around at the time (poor Avi). 

While we haven’t had the best weather over the past couple of 

months, some of us being unlucky enough to only turn up on bad 

weather days, we saw the busiest fun jumping weekend of the year  

so far on March 25-26. Tony celebrated this by wearing trousers  

for the first time in forever – it gave us all a shock!

CARK

4-way, by Dunc

 The 
Tandem 
Instructors 
have recently 
been seen 
jumping with  
training 
bags in 
preparation 
for the 
introduction 
of the new 
‘handcam’ 



C O M E  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E  T H E

Makgadigadi salt pans in Botswana from the 9th - 12th of August 2017

BEAUTY AFRICA!OF

We have a CASA235 and a Hercules C130 confirmed by the Parachute Association of Botswana and the Botswana Tourism Organisation for this event! 

Looking to set up - All African records in both FS BIG WAY and WS FLOCKING. Dan Brodsky Chenfield will be organizing the big way 
formation skydiving and Taya Weiss will head the wingsuit flocking event. For a mere $400.00 (US) you will receive:

Full registration with 13 jumps included! ● Welcome pack with free Botswana Makgadigadi Epic Boogie t-shirt, including discount vouchers on exciting 
African safari experiences! ● FREE Tented accommodation for the duration of the boogie and bedding included for the first 70 confirmed and paid registrations

Flights can be booked to either Gaborone or Francistown, Botswana, where the Parachute Association of Botswana will provide a free shuttle service to the DZ.

You can not afford to miss out on this!  Contact us for more detailed information.

. . . . . .

Contact Johannesburg Skydiving Club 0027 083 759 3483 / info@jsc.co.za

. . . . . .
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Chatteris club members would like to thank Owen Waddingham for 

his very generous purchase of a dropzone minibus. Owen, I think you 

have a lot of free beers on the way because everyone is thankful to  

not have to walk back!

The SCCL Club Committee members have met and discussed the 

busy year ahead of us. We will be hosting our 20th anniversary 

celebration on May 27, which Tanya Burton is organising, so please 

see the Facebook page for more details. Remember, ticket prices 

from February to December are at £20 for 0-50 jumps, £15 for 

51-75 jumps and £12 for 76 jumps onwards, so get jumping soon  

to get cheap tickets!

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS 250 Avi Gidar

CORNWALL

WHAT HAPPENS  

ON TOUR…
Club news from the deep southwest is sadly slim pickings from the 

past couple of months. With low cloud and wind, even the birds have 

been walking. 

That’s why we packed up our parachutes and pasties and took the 

club to the Algarve instead. We stepped off the plane and walked  

(in our shorts) to the terminal in the company of birds, which were 

walking alongside us once again because the weather prevented  

flight here too...

In the days that followed, however, we were blessed with perfect 

conditions for jumping and the Cornish crew felt right at home 

skydiving by the coast. 

There were a few in the group who were returning to the sky after 

downtime due to the winter or as a result of young love’s dream –  

glad you have your priorities back in order, sober Price. For one of 

them, the return was short-lived (unlike the man himself who, at  

61, is long-lived) when Parky showed such calm and control while  

falling at 120mph but chose to resort to the old-school landing 

technique which served him well in his youth. However, he was  

hit with the reality that he no longer bounces as he once did and  

we wish him a speedy recovery so he can get some packing practice  

in soon.

Also back in the air, Kay battled through five AFF levels on one day 

and then five consols and a Level 8 the next! Sadly, this was again  

not accident-free because a nail was broken somewhere along the 

way and there were a few bruises for good measure. 

P***weasel managed to fall out of a few planes, but proudly fell  

into more ditches at the end of the night when he could no longer 

convince anyone that one more beer would be the last. Even Monty 

found himself being a grown-up and seeing sense that enough was 

enough, but was still childish enough to take photos of ‘ditch boy’ 

rather than help him.

Debbie wins the prize for the DZ’s happiest skydiver after, on her 40th 

(ish) birthday, she also completed her 100th skydive – a 7-way which 

had just a bit of experience involved (more than 47,000 skydives) to 

hold it together – and then finished it off with a sneaky little 16-point 

4-way! She is also briefed by the speed police and is actively telling 

these “swoopers” to “SLOW DOWN!” 

Ben managed to spend more time in the air than he did on the ground, 

which was a blessing to us all – he definitely isn’t wired right and is 

unbearable to be around if you value your sanity.

Stumpy and Mumbles were also in the air as much as possible and 

were great candidates as targets for Lex as he darted through the sky.

Dave was in his element doing what he loved; making sure he got to 

jump with as many of the guys as he could. 

I must mention the most amazing FS1 dive I had the pleasure of being 

asked to help out with which included not-a-CPC-member-yet Stu 

Bruce and an outstanding 22 points!

Thanks to all of the staff at Skydive Algarve for your generosity, fun 

and professional assistance. It’s now back to the real coastal dropzone 

in Europe, and the comforts of the Cornish pace of life and the time to 

chill on the slow ride to altitude. 

We look forward to seeing many visiting jumpers over the weeks to 

come and, until next time, safe landings to you all.

ACHIEVEMENTS
GRADUATED AFF  Kay  JUMP NUMBERS  100  

Debbie Douglas

DUNKESWELL

PLAN YOUR SUMMER 

AT THE 

BEECH 
Have you already 

registered for day and  

night helicopter jumps  

with us? Not yet? What are 

you waiting for? We have 

these at the end of April 

and the beginning of May. 

In other news, we are  

very proud of our two  

BPA Stars: Roger Hoe  

and Jack Bradford.  

They are both a big part  

of our dropzone and  

the place wouldn’t be the same without them. I recently heard when 

visiting Florida (yes, skydivers love to talk!) that Dunkeswell is full of 

characters and these two names were also mentioned. Roger and Jack, 

among other Instructors and skydivers, will always have time for you. 

We are also happy to welcome Joel Strickland back for a weekend for 

Freefly in Easter and a Tracking weekend. Gary Powell is organising 

regular FS big-way weekends too, and we also have regular B Licence 

briefing days and packing courses. 

Our first big event to kick off this year will be the first UKSL Meet  

for 2017 in May. Have you registered yet? The same goes for the  

CP Nationals, so get your swoop on! Dunkeswell is always happy  

to see you for training, competition and fun jumping, and we have 

FREE camping and a bunkhouse for only £5 a night.

We might have some more exciting news for you in May (oldies getting 

bolder!) and watch out for more Guinness World Records from us, 

hopefully coming soon. There will be some weeks this summer when 

we are open for five, seven or even 10 days in a row, so please check 

our diary online or Facebook (Skydive99 – Dunkeswell) so you can plan 

your summer holidays around them! 

Miko

ACHIEVEMENTS
 CAT8/CH1  Logan Read  CH2/JM1  Andy Smith  FS1  

Ben Huggett  TR2  Jack Bradford  JUMP NUMBERS  

1,000  Mike Williams

CORNWALL
A happy Debbie 
Douglas on her 
birthday and her 
100th jump, by  
Siân Stokes

DUNKESWELL
Student of the 
Year 2016 Emma 
Blackmore, by 
Krista Radzina 

 Owen, 
I think you 
have a lot of 
free beers 
on the way 
because 
everyone is 
thankful to  
not have to 
walk back! 
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HEADCORN
 

AHEAD OF THE PACK
It has been a quiet couple of months with a few good days of 

jumping. The new packing shed is now fully operational and both 

packing sheds have new foam floor tiles, making packing a bit easier 

on the knees!

As we go to press, a large contingent of our members are in the 

Algarve and are hopefully enjoying the sunshine. That said, it has 

turned much warmer these last few days, so maybe summer is  

finally poking its head around the corner?

We have a couple of events planned for later in the year. The  

Southern Regional Accuracy Grand Prix will be in May, and this is 

proving to be very popular especially in the Junior and Intermediate 

categories. We also have Brian Cumming organising a Scrambles  

for us in July and a big-way weekend in August. 

Jane Hopkins

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Madison Cotteret  

GRADUATED AFF  Gary Waters  

JUMP NUMBERS  1,400  Alex Leslie

HIBALDSTOW

GOING TO THE  

DARK SIDE…
Spring is here, so it’s time to ditch the thermals and bring out the 

sun cream! We kicked off spring the only way we know how: hard  

and fast, with two Caravans doing back-to-back loads filled with 

teams, students, tandems and fun jumpers alike. Our Texas  

Turbine Conversion made the best out of the weather and did 30  

loads by sunset. 

The past two months have seen some immense progression in all 

aspects of life at the DZ. Students are getting their licence like Ross 

Jackson and Adam Bohle, smashing out their levels and making 

consolidation jumps in the blue skies to achieve their A Licences.  

B Licences went to our very own Liam Pyne, Daz Ducker, Emily Cook 

and many more. David ‘Fuzz’ Fusaro was awarded his FF Coach rating 

and Richard Cotton did his 2,000th jump. 

This February saw a huge influx of York uni static line students 

spread over many ground schools. Our new Basic Instructors Ally 

Tebbutt and Sophie Harper have been smashing out the ground 

schools and dispatching students at an awesome rate, and we have 

seen some amazing progression with our huge range of static line 

students. York uni sure know how to skydive!

With Matty Mitchell now full-time at the DZ, you can bet that he  

isn’t taking that sitting down. On a Tracking weekend that brought  

15 jumpers from all over the country, we saw some awesome  

work taking place and some amazing groups as well. Teams  

are also starting to train again to prepare themselves for this  

year’s competitions! 

Our very own Marcus Budgett succeeded in achieving his Tandem 

Instructor rating and has now gone over to the dark side. He has 

given up skydiving to throw drogues for the rest of his life. We miss 

you already, Marcus.

With all this going on so early in the year, we can’t wait to see what 

the next few months will bring. One thing is for sure: you’re going to 

have to be there to find out!

Sophie Harper

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Adam Bohle, Ross Jackson  CH2/JM1  

Adeeb, Emily Cook  FS1  Adeeb, Daz Ducker  FF1  

Corrie Edgar, Mike Leetham  FF2  Marcus Budgett  CP1  Matty Michell  IS1  

Paul Hollow  TR1 Jeni Berry, Dawn Conrardy  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Adeeb, 

Emily Cook  100  Jeni Berry, Fiodor Matyskin  200  Chris Scott  400  Ally 

Tebbutt  700  Ryan “Jib Jab” May  800   Neil Oliver  900  Jason Leighton  

1,000  Marcus Budgett, Samuel Cavendish  2,000  Rich Cotton

JERSEY

IT TAKES TLC  

TO TANGO
A glimmer of summer has been bringing the local jumpers out 

of hibernation. All we need now is for the tide to go out and for the 

trusty Tango (G-ATLT) to return from its annual TLC and we can  

start reaching for the skies again. 

There has been some action since the last issue and I’m happy to 

report that Shayne Lightfoot dived out of an aeroplane for the 100th 

time at the end of January. Once he’d thawed out, there was a big  

grin under the mask – congratulations dude! Simon wasn’t smiling  

so much and put a brave face on a bad landing, so we’re all sending 

our best wishes that you’ll be back to full power again swiftly.

A good number of Jersey members took the opportunity to catch 

some airtime in the Algarve in February. The beer fines came thick 

and fast with achievements aplenty.

Richard Hamilton clocked up his 300th jump, Liam Hardman his 

500th and Simon Griffiths his 700th – strong stats, gents. Claire  

Allen put the tunnel training to good use in the sky and gained her  

FF1 qualification – well done, keep collecting those stickers! Finally, 

there’s no stopping him since cracking the ton, so it’s a well-deserved 

FS1 for Shayne – sweet work.

Although the sky action has been quiet so far this year, people have 

been busy on the ground preparing for the 2017 season and Bella has 

been banging the Skydive Jersey drum to stir up interest in our DZ.  

If all goes to plan, there’ll be entertainment on the beach DZ over 

Easter with a sausage sizzle (Bella’s Bangers?) to draw in the punters 

and a bunch of enthusiastic jumpers to sign them up for jumping. 

Nigel O’Brien

ACHIEVEMENTS
 FS1  Shayne Lightfoot  FF1  Claire Allen  

JUMP NUMBERS  300  Richard Hamilton  

500  Liam Hardman  700  Simon Griffiths 

HEADCORN

Gary Waters on  

his Level 6, by 

Richard Foord

HIBALDSTOW

Ben on his AFF,  

by Rob Spour



COMING TO A DROPZONE NEAR YOU

CONGRATULATIONS WINGGLIDER AND SKYDIVE 

HIBALDSTOW ON YOUR SUPERVAN 900 CONVERSION

www.TexasTurbines.com

3743 Airport Drive, Denison TX 75020 | Tel: 903-786-5050 | info@TexasTurbines.com

We would also like to introduce IAE Ltd.  as one of 

Texas Turbine Conversions’ newest installation 

facilities servicing the United Kingdom.
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LANGAR

SAFETY FIRST
It’s been a quiet start to the year at Langar because the weather has 

been challenging us at every turn! However, we’ve been busy using 

the downtime to plan a calendar that’s bursting with events for the 

season. Head to facebook.com/skydivelangar/events to see the 

complete calendar, which includes B Licence Progression Days, skills 

camps with Kim Tornwall, Ally Milne, Adam ‘Killa’ Mattacola and Luke 

Warren, Bullet Tracking weekends, CF camps, FS with Will Cooke and 

the second round of UKSL 2017. It’s all happening at Langar! 

In March, we held our annual safety day and saw a great turnout  

of jumpers refreshing their skills and knowledge in preparation for 

the season. There were talks on canopy control, action cameras, 

malfunctions refreshers and the factors leading to incidents and  

how we’re all responsible for avoiding them. Videos are available 

online if you missed out.

Chris Judd

NETHERAVON – APA

SCHOOL OF FLOCK
We had brilliant weather for 

the first Flocking Weekend of 

the year. Led by Al Bradie and 

John Parker, the group worked 

on good exits, proximity flying 

and safe navigation and 

progressed to bigger, more 

dynamic formations. 

TOUR DE FORCE

What a St Patrick’s Day Party! 

The bar had never seemed  

as glamorous as when  

Miss Terry Tours came to 

entertain everyone with her 

special brand of hospitality! 

We look forward to another 

evening of hilarity ’Miss 

Terry-style’ soon – definitely  

a queen among performers!

FACEBOOK SUCCESS FOR FS PAGE

The new Netheravon FS1 Coaching page is proving a success with 

up-and-coming FS jumpers. Thanks to the vision of Vince Adams  

and Claire Humphries, this page is a great way of putting new FS 

jumpers in touch with coaches, mentors and other FS jumpers, 

making progression in the Formation Skydiving world so much 

easier. Check it out now.

DOUBLE NATIONALS

Both the Wingsuit Acrobatics and Performance Flying National 

competitions will be held at Netheravon this year during the  

same event from May 26-29. Here’s to another highly successful 

wingsuit competition.

GET READY FOR ACTION

April and May are set to be jam-packed with events. We have  

four Freefly weekends planned (two with guest organisers Kim 

Tornwall and Ally Milne), four FS.com Load Organising events,  

a Wingsuit Progression weekend, PD Flight-1 courses, a national 

competition, FS Scrambles and the Rocky Horror Night. All events 

are on our Facebook page at Skydive Netheravon, in our 

eNewsletter and on the website.

APA ENEWSLETTER

If you are not receiving the APA eNewsletter and would like to,  

send your email address to elana@netheravon.com and we’ll add  

you to the distribution list.

AND FINALLY…

It’s the big event of the year – The Solstice Boogie. Register now  

for your place at this event because, no matter the weather, we have  

a programme packed with skydiving stuff for all disciplines. Your 

registration fee includes a limited edition T-shirt, all load organising 

and events, Saturday night BBQ, an epic Nethers Party and your ticket 

to our awesome raffle with prizes from Alti-2, FlySight, Global Vision, 

the Drop Shop, Bertrand Helmets and many, many more.

Elana Cain

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Matthew MacKay  CH2/JM1  Lauren 

Barr  FS1  Owen Evans  FF1  Robert Buxton, 

Catherine Folley, Kim Philtjens, Daniel Schmidt  WS1  Graham Jackson  

WS2  Richard Holder  TR1  Sue Nuttall, Daniel Schmidt  JUMP NUMBERS  

50  Lauren Barr  TWO HOURS IN FREEFALL  Craig Anderson  SIX HOURS 

IN FREEFALL  Graham Jackson

NETHERAVON – JSAT

A LESSON IN 

EXCELLENCE
The Joint Service Parachute Wing (Netheravon) is the other 

parachute operation at Netheravon. Unlike the APA, we are part  

of the Army’s Adventurous Training Group and we deliver the 

parachuting element of the Joint Services Adventure Training 

Scheme. The scheme’s aim is to provide challenging outdoor training 

for service personnel in specified adventurous activities. Each activity 

incorporates controlled exposure to risk to develop leadership, 

teamwork, physical fitness, moral and physical courage as well  

as other attributes and skills. The output is service personnel who  

are better able to deal with the stresses of combat operations,  

rather than delivering an individual into combat by parachute.

The Wing runs freefall parachuting courses with a student throughput 

of more than 1,400 per annum. We primarily use RAPS as a highly 

efficient foundation to train new parachutists, followed up by 

intermediate and advanced courses which continue to focus on 

individual development while gaining the experience and skills 

needed to be a BPA-qualified Instructor. Progression is through the 

BPA category system and training is by the JSPW staff for the most 

part, but with the opportunity to bring in expertise from outside when 

needed. Last year, we also shifted the operation from Netheravon  

to Cyprus to deliver advanced and AFF packages and racked up 

nearly 2,000 jumps in the short weather windows available.

As a run in to the 2017 season, we made sure that all of the staff  

were both current and competent by training with the US Army’s 

Golden Knights. The three-week exercise started with two weeks 

of instruction from Team Alter Ego, Sam Smith (Darkside Freefly), 

Doug Gibson (SDC Rhythm) and Travis Mickle at Zephyrhills. 

Eight of us completed the Alter Ego yellow and orange courses, six 

of us completed the blue and three completed the red. Curt and 

Jeannie Bartholomew were outstanding and it was fantastic to have 

Sam, Doug and Travis work on improving our Instructor skill sets to 

give us a whole new perspective on teaching techniques. 

The Wing then moved across to Homestead Air Reserve Base in 

Florida where the Golden Knights run their annual certification in 

preparation for the display season. We were welcomed by what  

NETHERAVON – 

APA

John Parker and  

Al Bradie, by  

Tom Lawson

NETHERAVON – 

JSAT

Captain Jackson 

over the Everglades
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was, hands down, the most professional parachuting organisation  

I have ever seen. The experience within the teams is extraordinary; 

their junior demonstrators will have accumulated 500-600 Accuracy, 

CRW and FS jumps by the time they are certified, the 8-way FS team 

has several jumpers with more than 15,000 jumps and the VFS team 

average 3,000 hours of tunnel time each. 

The training programme was intense and comprehensive. It included 

CRW, FS, CP and VFS and was delivered by their in-house coaches  

and full-time competitors. For part of the training, the staff used the 

Knights’ modified Startrac canopies for the CRW jumps and flying the 

canopies proved an interesting experience; they’re 260-330 sqft, open 

like a reserve and have the brakes shortened by 15-20cm to give a 

near-vertical descent that causes an unusual (read abrupt) landing. 

All of the jumping was done from a Fokker C-31A Troopship with left 

and right tail exits into 120 knot prop wash and a brand new Twin 

Otter with no stickers or scratches anywhere! The training culminated 

with a VFS baton pass at Skydive Miami, several big-ways with  

smoke and flags and all of the participants being awarded their  

US Army Military Parachutist Badges. Two soldiers have been  

left behind to complete the rest of the certification cycle and they’ve 

had development opportunities we could only dream about! 

Captain Graham Jackson RE

JSAT also achieved the following awards: B Licence (one), C Licence 

(three), CP1 (one), WS1 (four), TR1 (two), TR2 (three), Tracking Coach 

(two) and Canopy Piloting Coach (one).

PETERLEE

USE THE FARCE!
The Caravan pilot lineup has changed a little this year and we 

welcome a few new faces (or should that be backs of heads?) to  

the left-hand seat. Storm Smith, Andy Ratcliffe and Dave Lewis  

will be flying as well as the usual suspects. Following their 

pre-season training earlier this year which involved a series of 

briefings regarding aircraft safety and operating procedures, a  

little bit of practical flying training and take-offs and landings for 

currency, they enjoyed a visit to Newcastle Air Traffic Control  

and Radar and finished the day with a very nice curry – a tour  

which, we suspect, will be repeated often throughout the season.

It’s good to see James Perry back in the air. After almost two years 

off, he went straight back into it by getting together a 4-way rookie  

FS team known as Air Farce One. Their team training is going well 

with help from their coach Shell Meakins, so watch out Nationals – 

Peterlee are back! The team consists of James Perry (inside centre), 

David Houghton (outside centre), Stephen Smith (point) and Neil 

Whitfield (tail). The team is still looking for a regular cameraflyer  

so, if you are interested, please talk to James at the DZ.

Our apologies to Connor O’Brien, who was missed from the last issue. 

He received the Most Committed AFF Student Award, which is a new 

award created by Shell. He travelled from Ireland to do his AFF and 

initially found it a bit of a struggle, but he never gave up.

We welcomed the BCPA for a weekend in March and this was a  

great success despite the poor forecast. There were lots of seminars 

to keep everyone occupied while waiting for weather to clear. 

Fortunately, the sky did clear so everyone got some jumps in.

Simon Minto and Lisa Stephenson

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Heather McMullan  FS1  Robel Bayisa  

WS1  Henry Simmons  JUMP NUMBERS  

 50  Heather McMullan 

READING

WONDER BOY
Marvin Vella has been very busy recently and has progressed from 

AFF student to B Licence. After racking up a few jumps over the 

recent months, he went to Skydive Algarve for 10 days in February 

and completed his CH2 and JM1, progressed to B Licence and 

completed his FS1 – all on his 50th jump. 

Mark Clayton has been consistent  by continuing to be awesome. The 

hashtag #markclayton has been spotted pointing on exit and showing 

us his reserve drills in slow motion. We are all awaiting Mark’s first 

and maybe only pack job of the season, which may or not take place.

Kim Tyler got her FS1 in the Algarve during February – well done  

Kim – and Trystan is only one jump away from qualifying for his  

A Licence, so not long to go for him!

Matthew Stevens has been busy in the air. His AFF course was on his 

16th birthday in October, then his first jump came ten days later due 

to the weather. He got his packing certificate before his first jump, 

then qualified in December just six weeks after birthday. He then  

went on to complete his FS1 on jump 21 with former BPA Star (and  

his mum) Marie-Ann Stevens, TI, super-Rigger and owner of Rhomech 

Rigging (and his dad) Gary Stevens and Gary Powell. Since then, 

Matthew has been having fun and working towards his B Licence. He 

really enjoyed the opening of the new BPA HQ and meeting Dilys Price 

OBE; they were the youngest and oldest BPA members respectively! 

The start of our season was meant to be on March 25 but, as you  

all know, the weather hasn’t been great. We managed one lift and 

officially started our season before the winds became too strong.

Follow updates on the Facebook group facebook.com/

LPSClubJumpers. In the files section are instructions, of sorts,  

for our new booking system where you can log on remotely and 

register your documents, plus general info about the dropzones  

if you are visiting. 

Annie Lewis

 
ACHIEVEMENTS

GRADUATED AFF Marvin Vella, Matthew Stevens  

CH2/JM1 Marvin Vella  FS1 Kim Tyler, Marvin Vella, 

Matthew Stevens  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Marvin Vella

SALISBURY

GOSKYDIVE WINS 

GOLD!
Getting tandem skydiving on the ‘must do’ list for tourists was 

a big brand ambition for GoSkydive, but that ambition was realised  

on February 2 at the South West Tourism Awards as the team were 

given the Gold Award for Excellence in Tourism in the Active and 

Sporting Experience category.

The Excellence in Tourism Award covers all aspects of the customer 

experience and the rigorous judging process included a ‘mystery shop’. 

Managing Director Gordon Blamire said: “To win this award is hugely 

significant for GoSkydive. The team have been totally focussed on 

delivering a true life experience within a customer-centric environment 

while continually working on safety development and improvement.“

Rachael Hallett

 The 
hashtag 
#markclayton 
has been 
spotted 
pointing 
on exit and 
showing us 
his reserve 
drills in slow 
motion. 
We are all 
awaiting 
Mark’s first 
and maybe 
only pack 
job of the 
season, 
which may 
or not take 
place. 

SALISBURY

(L-R) Matty 

Panagopoulos, 

Laura Durrant, Tom 

Calland, Rachael 

Hallett, Mike Baller 

and Robert Dent

PETERLEE

James Perry  

back in the air, by 

Nigel Peacock





�   Conducting and preparing for USPA instructional  

rating courses, such as Coach, AFF Instr.,  

TD Instr. (Sigma), Static Line Instr., IAD Instr.

�   Training and coaching non-BPA students,  

advanced and experienced skydivers.

�   Licence and rating conversions to USPA.

�   DZs: Skydive Spain (Base), Skydive Algarve,  

Skydive Empuriabrava and Worldwide.

www.instructorsacademy.com  |  info@instructorsacademy.com

What we do:
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SIBSON

SOMETHING 
BORROWED,  
SKIES BLUE
Sibson opened for the 2017 season back at the beginning of March 

after an extended layoff over the winter. We took this opportunity to 

undertake a major service on our aircraft, which is now back full-time 

at the DZ and already working hard. We welcome a new full-time pilot, 

Delfina Nowicka, who has flown a number of lifts this season already 

and you can tell just from the smile on her face that she is very much 

enjoying her new job here. 

Although we may not have jumped at Sibson over the winter, that 

doesn’t mean we haven’t been jumping at all. Many of our club 

jumpers have kept active at our sister DZ over at Beccles, 

neighbouring DZs, foreign Boogies and in the tunnels. It’s fair to  

say that most of our club jumpers have arrived back in March not  

only current but also with a bunch of achievements to boot! Well  

done to all of you who kept active. To those of you who had a break: 

come on and let’s get jumping!

On the ground, we’ve had a few most notable achievements. Paul  

and Joanne got married after waiting for what seems like forever!  

We congratulate them for finally taking the leap, and wish them  

all the best for the future as Mr and Mrs Dorward. Ben and Tess 

welcomed baby boy Louis and, having put their own wedding plans  

on hold last year, they’re due to be married imminently. 

Congratulations also to Candice Kass, who gave birth to India May  

Blu on December 21 2016 – she’ll be back jumping again very soon.

After all the end-of-season rumours about who would stay and go, 

we’re delighted to announce that Chris ‘CanCan’ McCann has signed  

a three-year deal to remain at Sibson as Chief Instructor. His job focus 

is now for the most part ground-based and he will be jumping much 

less, which means we’ll have a great set of experienced eyes and ears 

constantly keeping tabs on what’s happening from an operational 

perspective. Those of you who know CanCan will appreciate what  

a bonus this will be for Sibson. He is the man when it comes to safety 

in parachuting, and his enthusiasm and encouragement for all new 

jumpers is unsurpassed. This will hopefully filter down to all the 

Instructors and clubbies alike and we’ll have our safest and most  

fun season yet! Paul Dorward has also accepted a new contract  

and remains in post as DZ Manager, keeping the club steady in all  

the aspects of management that CanCan’s CI role doesn’t cover.

You’ll be delighted to hear that, although we aim to keep tandem  

jump numbers high this season, the DZ owners have decided to put  

a daily limit on tandem numbers. The aim of this is two-fold: to provide 

more slots for club jumpers and to allow for a greater focus on AFF 

and progression through B Licence and beyond. We have coaching 

available every day with no need to book, so just walk up and ask  

at manifest. However, if you want to book a coaching programme, 

please contact the DZ for details of what we can offer.

This is due to be a busy year for jumping, with many events planned 

and already in the diary. We have Flight-1 courses, BPA Instructor 

courses, BPA Speed 8 Nationals, our famous Boogie and a good few 

demo weekends in the pipeline, the first one being a visit from 

Aerodyne on May 19-21. If you haven’t jumped at Sibson before or 

haven’t jumped here in a while, come along and check out what we 

have to offer now. You should also look up the UK Parachuting – 

Sibson Airfield Facebook page for a comprehensive list of what’s 

happening and when.

All that remain now is to say thanks to Tomo and Grant for investing 

so much into Sibson, especially the new DZ vehicles – we love the new 

minibus! Ged and Paul have also invested in the café/diner, new kit, 

new décor and new staff team running it. This year looks like it’s going 

to be our best yet, so we can’t wait to see you here! 

Damo Hewitt

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Malcolm Fordham  FS1  Malcolm Fordham, 

Lynne Upfield  TR1  Paul Garwood  JUMP NUMBERS  

50  Malcolm Fordham  100  Paul Garwood  300  Kyle Skoyles  400  Ed Cracknell  

500  Darren Drew, Ben Lakin 

SWANSEA

THE GAME’S AFOOT 
Like the Six Nations rugby results, the recent months have been 

a bit depressing thanks to the rubbish weather in February and March. 

That said, any breaks in the met are well-supported by club jumpers 

itching to shake the winter cobwebs off their rigs! 

To coincide with and to celebrate the last ever Sherlock episode 

(Sara’s favourite!), we took ‘Furlock’ up on a tandem. Sara’s been busy 

producing new Skydive Swansea merchandise such as pens, keyrings 

and torches, but the beanies (with the parachute embroidery) have 

proved the most popular and have literally been flying out the door.  

Looking ahead, the Accuracy Nationals will be a midweek event this 

coming year so club jumping will not be so restricted. The dates are 

August 1-4, so book your time off now – it promises to be a good one 

as usual. Both Alun Jones and Matt Oakley have bought Accuracy rigs 

and will be training hard in the lead up to the event. 

Finally, with the evenings now getting longer, the centre is open every 

Friday from midday and on all Bank Holidays throughout the year.  

We look forward to seeing you all at Swansea.

Carl Williams

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Benjamin Ceidiog, Gareth John, 

Angharad Nock  FF1  Lee Mathews  JUMP NUMBERS  

100  Sophie Rees  200  Lee Mathews

SWINDON

HAVE CAKE,  
WILL TRAVEL
The Redlands social season got an early start with the annual 

club walking weekend and this year we were exploring the Cornish 

coastline. Everyone seemed surprisingly enthused at the prospect  

of the coastal path despite the high winds and pelting rain, but a bit  

of bracing exercise never hurt anyone – right? Although we learned  

a bit more about blister management than some had hoped for, we  

all made it back and lived to tell the tales through the evening, aided 

by the well-stocked beer fridge and wine rack. 

SWANSEA

By Grayson 

Summers

SIBSON
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Our first open weekends have 

been a mixed bag of weather, 

but the same bracing spirit has 

seen our faithful club jumpers 

get their knees in the breeze 

and Ellie’s foot in the mud as 

she landed sans shoe. D’oh! 

Well done to Joe and Ronnie, 

who braved the winter chills 

and started their seasons with  

a shiny new FS1 sticker each. We look forward to jumping with you 

both. We all wish Shaun Zerebecki luck with his new ventures up north, 

where he’s heard the streets are paved with parachutes. Have a great 

time, Shaun – learn lots and don’t forget to come back and see us soon. 

The monthly Basingstoke tunnel sessions have started and it was  

great to see so much progression being made. The Gerrish and Bud 

showed the rest of us how to backfly; it’s just a shame they were trying 

to build a 4-way satellite at the time! Luckily, Team Cake were able 

to step in and give a masterclass in team flying. More carnage is 

planned for next month. 

The start of the season also saw the start of the Donut Cup. All in the 

name of fun, this 4-way league will run throughout the season and 

promises some funky exits from the Airvan door, but it should also  

lead to some good coaching and hilarious bar tapes! We are up and 

running with tandems, AFF and lots of fun jumping, so all we need  

now is some sunshine… 

Jenny Bouquet

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Ronnie Shalom  FS1  Andrew Griggs, 

Nicky Jackson, Joe Saunders, Ronnie Shalom   

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Ronnie Shalom  600 Laura Bamford

TILSTOCK

AWARDS AND 

AIRFLOWS
Our Christmas surprise was that Carden Park survived the visit of the 

Tilstockers, and Tilly survived the visit to Carden Park! The Christmas 

bash was quite an event and enjoyed by new and old alike. Awards 

were presented, as is our tradition and habit. Henna Niutanen received 

the Student of the Year (and then promptly left for New Zealand via 

Finland and jumped somewhere with sunshine). Pete Dickens gained a 

special award for this year – Jump Hog – having not long got back from 

Florida (where he did indeed do a lot of jumping). He also picked up 

Club Member of the Year; well deserved after he had spent so much 

time at the club in many different and useful roles. Rich Scott ploughed 

through the competition for Crater of the Year with a spectacular face 

plant (he is planning to exit stage left for Canada sometime this year). 

Are you detecting a pattern here? Becki Mann managed to sneak in  

and obtain the coveted Golf Award, a difficult field to choose from! We 

now are waiting for the announcement of which continent she is  

off to. One award which was missed was for the best dressed attendee,  

it would have gone to Jim Coupe without doubt, as anyone who saw  

him in his finery would confirm. Photographs have been posted on 

Facebook for those who want to confirm this fact. The drinking, dancing 

and revelry continued into the wee small hours, as it should.

And so to the New Year… 

January, of course, brought the AGM and one of the highlights for  

us was seeing our very own Tony Lightfoot given the superstar 

recognition he deserves.

Plenty of fun and games were to be had and the New Year has seen 

some great tunnel trips to Manchester – now rebranded, of course,  

but the remnants of the Airkix stamp could still be found if you  

looked hard enough.

A very successful packing course was held and a batch of keen new 

packers are deftly honing the skills they have learnt. Well done to  

Paul Stockwell for a great day.

For those who got fed up with the British weather, far-flung shores 

beckoned. Europe was the destination for some, America for others (Pete 

Dickens yet again, this time with a different set of playmates). But the 

award for the longest journey just to get some jumping in goes to our 

Student of the Year Henna Niutanen, who went all the way to New 

Zealand (OK, it was a pre-planned trip, but she did get some jumping in).

Spring has finally arrived in style over the last weekend of March and 

we had some spectacular views from VANX – as far as the Isle of Man, 

the Lake District, all of Snowdonia and the Shropshire, Herefordshire 

and Cheshire hills among other sights. We may be a long way from  

the sea, but it does mean there is a lot to see from the air.

That’s all for now folks. Let’s hope spring brings enough good  

weather for some fun and games as we prepare for another couple  

of terrific Tilly Bank Holidays in May, with some interesting fun and 

games on the horizon.

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS  100  Victoria Taylor  500  Aiden 

Chaffe  ONE HOUR IN FREEFALL  Gary Bradshaw  

WILD GEESE

TAKING 

FLIGHT
I’m writing this on a 

Sunday night after what  

have been the three best 

days of the year so far; 

glorious sunshine, 

sweat-inducing 16°C 

temperatures and barely a 

breath of wind to speak of.  

It left us with some of the best views I’ve ever seen in my few years 

here. We were able to see Ben Nevis and as far south as the Mourne 

Mountains. The view was appreciated by all, reminding us how lucky 

we are to jump over such a spectacular location. We made the most  

of it with lots of tandems and lots of student jumping!

It’s great to see some patient and persistent static line students 

putting up with the weather to get their jumps in. Both Laura and 

Mark have progressed onto their dummy pulls. Another weekend  

like this and we’ll have them freefalling with Richard Walsh, who  

did his first few freefall jumps! Aaron Klewchuk is smashing through 

his progression and is just a day or two away from getting that 

long-awaited licence. Hopefully, by the time you read this, a beer  

fine will have been paid!

It’s not just static line students either. Eoin Black is picking up the pace 

on his consolidation jumps, with Alex Woods snapping at his heels. 

Connor McCurry even rocked up for his first jump with us as a qualified 

skydiver and Rafal got his B Licence at long last. Keep at it guys! 

We would be remiss not to mention Neal “Neil” Fitzpatrick, who has 

now turned 30. Neal celebrated by spending the day on dropzone 

control eating too much chocolate cake and had a cheeky skydive  

to end the day. If he keeps up this pace of jumping, he’ll have his 

1,000th before he hits 40! 

Outside of jumping, general facility improvements are ongoing thanks 

to the efforts of our new owner, Nigel Moore. We’ve got a new hangar 

roof which doesn’t leak and some shiny new rig racks to keep our gear 

off the floor during operation. We look forward to seeing what other 

changes arrive over the coming weeks and are excited for a busy 

summer. All we need now is a Twin Otter!

I’d like to end this by giving a huge and well-deserved shout out to 

Karen. Karen has been working tirelessly over the past few weeks to 

keep us operating, even finding the time to help our tandem students 

and run our manifest. We are very grateful for the effort she has been 

putting in. Don’t worry Karen; I’m sure you’ll get a proper night’s sleep 

in a week or two!

It may only be the start of spring but, as far as we’re concerned, 

summer is finally here! To all our local jumpers, come and get  

current. To anyone who’s never jumped with us before, come  

visit us and #getyourskydiveon!

Linley Ewing

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Richard Walsh  CH2/JM1 

Rafal Kacprzyk, Gary Topping  JUMP NUMBERS  

300  Patrick Hunter, Matt Alderdice  SIX HOURS IN FREEFALL  Levi Hamill

 The 
Gerrish and 
Bud showed 
the rest of 
us how to 
backfly; it’s 
just a shame 
they were 
trying to build 
a 4-way 
satellite at 
the time! 
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Benson, by  
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Static Line student 

Mark O’Kane  

on landing, by  

Rafal Kacprzyk



+32 87 26 99 06 or +32 488 453 632

info@skydivespa.be

www.skydivespa.be

At Skydive Spa, we make every effort to provide 

skydivers with the most friendly and efficient 

conditions for the safe practice of their favourite 

activity. We are located near the Formula One circuit of 

Spa-Francorchamps in the Belgian Ardennes, and we 

are open from March until the end of November.

Our fleet consists of two Cessna Supervans. These 

planes are specially equipped and homologated for 

parachuting activity, and they will take you up to 

4,000m in approximately 12 minutes.

The cheapest way to stay overnight at the airfield is 

camping. Camping is free, and also includes the

use of showers and toilets located in the building 

of Skydive Spa. For those wanting a little bit more 

comfort, some beds are available in the team rooms 

in the mezzanine above the packing hall. The price is 

€3 per person per night (sheets are not supplied and 

booking is mandatory).

The town of Spa is just 2km away from the dropzone 

and a wide choice of hotels with an excellent range of 

prices and qualities can be found there.

For more info, go to www.spa-info.be



WWW.SKYDIVE-GRUYERE.COM

or WWW.EPCO.AERO

The home of the flying cows!

Located between the Alps and the 

Lac de la Gruyère, Skydive Gruyère provides 

a unique sight during freefall. 

Our Quest Kodiak can take 15 skydivers 

up to 4,000m all day long and, when night 

comes, the party continues... 

FIND OUT MORE:



Pilot: Niko Veres

“Swoop is not about how small your canopy is, or what you wear.

It’s about respecting the power in your hands… And enjoy”

www.intrudair.com

0345 565 0935

|Camera|
|Two Piece|  
|Freefly|
|Bootie| 

|Sleeveless|

Find us on 
Facebook for 

our latest stock 
and deals

See our full 
range online at

www.
jediairwear 

.co.uk





Organising a big event?
Do you have 

airplane problems?

Available for short-term lease
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A P R I L

April 22-23 

BPA  BPA Speed Coaching 
Roadshow
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

April 25 

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

M A Y

May 6-7

FS  UKSL 4-way Meet 1
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

May 8-12 

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Strathallan • skydivestrathallan.co.uk

May 13-14

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 1 
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

May 15-19 

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI) 
Location: Strathallan • skydivestrathallan.co.uk

May 26-29 

BPA  BPA FS Coaching Roadshow
Location: Tilstock • theparachutecentre.com

May 26-29

WS  BPA Wingsuit Performance 
and Acrobatic Nationals
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

J U N E

June 1 

BPA  STC Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 10-11

FS  UKSL 4-way Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 13 

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 17-18 

BPA  BPA Speed Coaching 
Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 19-23 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

J U L Y

July 1-2 

BPA  BPA FS Coaching Roadshow
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

July 3-7 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

July 8-9

CF  BPA CF Grand Prix
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

July 15-16

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 2
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July 15-16

FS  UKSL 4-way Meet 3
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

July 20-30

CP  The World Games 
Location: Wroclaw, Poland

July 22-23 

BPA  BPA FS Coaching Roadshow
Location: Beccles • ukparachuting.co.uk

July 27 

BPA  STC Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

A U G U S T

August 2-4  

S&A BPA Classic 
Accuracy Nationals 
Location: Swansea • skydiveswansea.co.uk

August 5-6

CP  BPA CP Grand Prix
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

Aug 5-6 

BPA  BPA Speed Coaching 
Roadshow
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 7-11 

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced) 
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com 

EVENTS ZONE

August 7-12 

FS  A  CF  World Cup and 
European Championships in  
FS, Artistics, CF and Speed 
Location: Saarlouis, Germany

August 8 

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

August 14-18 

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSI/Tandem/AFF) 
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

August 19-21

FS  BPA 4-way FS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 24-31 

S&A European Championships 
in Style and Accuracy 
Location: Podgorica, Montenegro

August 26-28

FS  A  BPA 8-way, Artistics and 
Speed Nationals and BPA 4-way 
FS Nationals backup
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R

September 1-3

CP  BPA Canopy Piloting 
Nationals 
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

September 2-4

FS  A  BPA 8-way, Artistics 
and Speed Nationals backup
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

September 8-10

CF  BPA CF Nationals 
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

September 11-15 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

September 21 

BPA  STC Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

September 21-24

FS  ESL Finals
Location: Saarlouis, Germany

FS

FS

A

A

A

FS
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