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INSIDE: MAKING EXTREME RELATIVE WORK MORE EXTREME THE ART OF INDEPENDENCE 

WINGSUIT PROGRESSION FOUNDING YOUR OWN FREEFLY TEAM WITH ZION FREEFLY 

SPEED SKYDIVING WITH MIKEY LOVEMORE PLUS ALL THE LATEST NEWS, IDEAS AND EVENTS 



Add 15 minutes in our 4.6m 
wind tunnel for just £139.

Practice the skydives with 
your AFF tutor in the 

tunnel before your 
first skydive.

Want your full BPA A Licence? 
Then add ten solos for £335 

(includes equipment and packing).

ADVANCED COURSE SCHEDULE

British instructors in Madrid

Daily departures 
from 12 UK airports

SAMPLE PACKAGE:

● London to Madrid return

● Single Room (2* accommodation six days)

● Transport in Spain

● AFF Course (BPA A Licence upgrade possible)

£1,499

freefalluniversity.co.uk

FS1 Training Camp (3 days): 
Starts every three days

Mix of tunnel and sky. Get your FS1 sticker 

in three days from start to finish.

BPA B Licence Rapid Progression: 
Starts every three days 

JM1, CH2 and Canopy Course. One Stop workshops.

JOHN HERMES SECONDARI
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This year isn’t even over yet and I’m already excited for 2018. It starts with the biggest and best skydiving social event  

of the year, BPA Skydive the Expo. I’ve been coming to this event since I was a teenage static line student and it just 

keeps on getting better. Imagine a day where you can watch seminars by such skydiving legends as Bill Booth and  

John LeBlanc, check out all the latest kit from the manufacturers, catch up with friends from DZs up and down the 

country and then finish with a black-tie meal and a good old party. It’s like stepping into your own social media feed  

and wandering around for a bit − EVERY skydiver you know is there!

So what will 2018 bring in terms of jumping for you? Personally, I’m still focused on my head down quest. This  

was the year I learned to �y upside down; 2018 will be the year I get good at it. I’m also tempted to do a bit more 

wingsuiting again, inspired by the many cool developments in the discipline. The recent World Cup (see page 9) 

saw more than 50 national, international and world records broken, while I still don’t quite know what to say about 

the photos of what Pete Allum has been up to with his friends on page 23! Meanwhile, I really enjoyed reading the 

perspective of someone who’s brand new to wingsuiting on page 33, although it has left me with a new nickname.  

Jason Fox’s wingsuit coach was Nigel Thurston, who was coached by Dave Butterell, who did his first wingsuit jump 

with me almost exactly 10 years ago. Apparently this makes me “nanna wingsuit” to Jason... oh dear!

WELCOME

Cover: XXRW, by Max Haim

Welcome: Smiley-faced 

FS Intermediates over 

Hibaldstow, by Joe Mann
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Anyone can contribute to Skydive the Mag 
and we welcome news, articles and photos 
from everyone, regardless of experience. 

For advertising enquiries, please contact:

Lucy Bendall Advertising Sales Executive

+44 (0) 1603 772246

lucy.bendall@archantdialogue.co.uk 

Kay Brown Advertising Production

 +44 (0) 1603 772522 

kay.brown@archantdialogue.co.uk

If you would like to get involved with 
Skydive the Mag, please contact:

Editorial enquiries
editor@skydivethemag.com 

Club reps and general enquiries
mike.waters@archantdialogue.co.uk
 
Gear Zone and social media
macca@bpa.org.uk
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The Sequential World Record fell in October 

2017, with a talented group of more than 220 

skydivers descending on Eloy in Arizona. Ten 

aircraft lifted them to altitude, with the aim of 

bettering the existing two-point 202-way record 

set in 2015. Despite gusty weather slowing 

things down, the team set a new world record  

on the last day of the event: a two-point 219-way.

However, everybody knew that the elusive 

third point was within reach and were keen to  

do what it took to make it happen. Even though 

the event should of�cially have been over, the 

team committed to just two more jumps in the 

hope of being on the �rst ever formation over 

200 to manage a third point.

With more than 10% of the formation being 

Brits and Milko in the middle keen to key, it  

all came down to the �nal jump (when does  

it ever not?!). All involved can now say that  

they set two separate World Records in two 

days, both of which stand: the two-point  

219-way is the largest two-point skydive ever, 

while the three-point 217-way is the largest  

three-pointer ever. Congratulations to all.

W O R L D  R E C O R D 
T H R E E - P O I N T  2 1 7 - W A Y

Stadium approach to the first 

point, by Gary Wainwright

Brits on the record
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NEWS ZONE

NIGHT WORLD 
RECORD
Straight after the three-point 217-way, 64 

jumpers from 15 countries stayed in Arizona  

to successfully set a new Night World Record. 

The previous official FAI record was a 40-way, 

with an unofficial 50-way inspiring them to  

aim higher. The event included dusk jumps  

for familiarisation as well as full night jumps 

from 16,000ft out of three aircraft. Break-off 

was staged to allow for a larger-than-usual 

range of opening heights, and the landing 

pattern was basically “everybody point in  

the same pre-arranged direction then  

make no inputs until it’s time to �are!”  

– thank goodness for large landing areas...

Congratulations to organiser Steve  

Woodford and his merry band of slightly  

nutty Night World Record Holders!

WINGSUIT  
WORLD CUP  
November 2017 saw the second World Cup  

of Wingsuit �ying take place at Skydive  

Fyrosity in Overton, near Las Vegas. Thirty-eight 

Performance competitors (three representing 

the BPA) and seven Acro teams (two for Team 

GB) took to the skies. This is still an event that  

is in its infancy and it is the newest of all IPC 

disciplines. The Performance table was  

shaken up by several penalties for lane 

infringements (crossing into the wrong airspace) 

which led all six competitors scoring a zero  

to finish in the bottom ten of the table. The  

top Brit at the event was Angelo Grubisic,  

then Ryan McAleese finished one place above 

Colin Preece. The event was dominated by the 

Americans, who took all three Performance 

medals as well as fourth place!

In Acro, America again took gold, silver  

and fourth with Russia sneaking in to get the 

bronze. Team GB’s two intermediate teams 

took both fifth and sixth in Acro, with team 

Hadron Supercolliders’ total score of 999 the 

culmination of a close competition with Flight 

Junkies on 950.

Team GB and GB judging team

Acro team Flight Junkies

British delegation
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NEWS ZONE

CHINESE 

RECORDS 
The first FAI-ASFC World Fly-In 

Expo has been held in Wuhan  

in China, and was an airsports 

extravaganza. The four-day  

event in November saw around 

300,000 spectators watch more 

than 1,000 pilots, athletes, 

coaches and referees from 37 

countries. A new Chinese Record 

45-way skydive was organised  

by Pete Allum and Solly Williams, 

and was 20% British. Despite an 

exit altitude of just 11,500ft, the 

team set a two-point 45-way 

record and also impressed the 

crowd with a formation based on 

the design of the Chinese �ag.

Skydiving was just one airsport 

represented; there was also 

paramotoring as well as a 

Guinness World Record attempt 

involving 100 hot air balloon 

weddings. The National UAV 

Professional Technical Talents 

Grand Prix and the Innovative 

Aircraft Challenge, which aims  

to encourage the development  

of new types of aircraft, were  

also part of the event. 

OBITUARIES
One of the BPA’s founder 

members, Peter Lang, died on 

September 19 2017. He was 87 

years old and �ying, parachuting, 

hang gliding, microlighting and 

model aircraft were a very big  

part of his life. His twin daughters 

Christine and Sue fondly remember: 

“We were brought up on the 

Netheravon and Headcorn airfields 

watching ‘Daddy’ �oating down 

from the sky.”

Frank Graham St. Clair, born  

on September 21 1928, died on 

September 20 2017. Graham was  

a member of the BPA and POPS 

for many years and did more than 

1,000 jumps around the world.  

He was a BPA Member until 2005.

The Chinese flag inspired this 

skydive. By Ralph Wilhelm

The team of international athletes 

in China, by Ralph Wilhelm
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BPA ZONE

British Parachute Association Ltd

A company limited by guarantee. Registered in London No. 875429.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018

to be held at East Midlands Conference Centre, University Park, 

Nottingham NG7 2RJ on Saturday 27 January 2018 at 10:30

AGENDA

1 Welcome 

2 Apologies for absence

3  To con�rm the minutes of last 
year’s Annual General Meeting 
held at EMCC Nottingham on 
Saturday 28 January 2017

4  To receive the Chair’s highlights 
of the BPA Skydiving Year 2017 
and a summary of Council’s 
future strategy 

5  To receive and adopt, if approved, 
the statutory Annual Report of 
the Directors and Annual 
Accounts for the year ended  
June 30 2017

6  To con�rm the reappointment of 
the Auditors, and to authorise the 
Council to �x their remuneration 
for the ensuing �nancial year.

7  To set subscriptions payable  
for full and provisional members 
for the 12 months beginning  
April 1 2018

8  To receive the result of the 
membership’s election of  
Elected Members of BPA  
Council under Article 11

9  To appoint an Independent 
Non-Executive Director under 
Article 12, Sue Stanhope, for 
three years – see summary 
biography published below

10  To close the formal proceedings 
of the Annual General Meeting,  
to be followed by the BPA  
Medals and Awards  
Presentation Ceremony.

A Member entitled to attend and  
vote at the AGM is entitled to appoint  
a proxy (who does not need to be a 
Member) to attend and vote in their 
place. A form of proxy is available  
from the BPA website (enter 270 in  
the forms search box on bpa.org.uk)

Martin Shuttleworth

Secretary-General

ELECTION  

FOR BPA 

COUNCIL 2018

There are four candidates for  

the three elected seats on  

BPA Council (the BPA’s Board  

of Directors) that become  

vacant after the AGM in  

January 2018. Therefore,  

the seats are contested and  

an election is triggered. 

The candidates are, in 

alphabetical order: Paul 

Applegate, Adrian Bond, Ian 

Marshall and Georgie Vacher. 

Voting (by full BPA members) 

opens on Monday 18 December 

2017 and closes at noon on 

Thursday 11 January 2018.

Voting members are 

encouraged to use the online 

voting site provided by 

independent election scrutineers 

Mi-Voice. The URL of the voting 

website will issued in the ballot 

communication to voters, and  

a link will also be posted on the  

BPA website.

Biography of nominated 

Independent Non-Executive 

Director (AGM agenda, item 9)

SUE STANHOPE
Sue Stanhope was appointed by 

the AGM 2017 as an Independent 

Council Member for a period of 

one year. The Nominations 

Committee is now recommending 

that she be re-appointed by the AGM 

2018 for a period of three years. 

 

Sue started her working life  

30 years ago at British Gas, 

recently retiring from the  

Director of Human Resources and 

Organisation Development role at 

Sunderland City Council before 

setting up her own consultancy 

business. As a member of the 

Executive Management Team  

of the Council working directly to 

the Chief Executive, she worked  

as part of the leadership team for 

the Council and was involved in 

setting the strategic direction for 

the organisation together with  

the associated transformation 

programme. She has signi�cant 

experience and knowledge of 

designing, leading and managing 

transformation and change 

programmes coupled with 

extensive experience of working 

with Trade Unions and Elected 

Members at a local, regional  

and national level. 

In addition, Sue was Director of 

Sunderland’s International Airshow 

for eight years, liaising with the 

display teams, working with the 

Flying Display Director and the 

police and coordinating the delivery 

of Council resources to deliver  

the Airshow. She also held the 

statutory role of Returning Of�cer 

and as Electoral Registration 

Of�cer with responsibility for the 

safe and effective running of 

elections in Sunderland, including 

the declaration of all election 

results. She was the Regional 

Returning Of�cer in the North East 

for the EU Referendum and for  

the Northumbria PCC elections, 

working with the Electoral 

Commission and the Home Of�ce. 

Most recently, she has been 

working with organisations in  

the public and voluntary sector  

on a consultancy basis. 

Sue is married with three adult 

children. Her interests include 

watching sport, and she is a fan  

of Leicester City Football Club  

and the Leicester Tigers.

CHRISTMAS 

AND NEW 

YEAR HOLIDAY

BPA HQ will close at noon on 

Thursday 21 December 2017  

and reopen after the holiday on 

Tuesday 2 January 2018. Council 

and staff wish all members 

compliments of the season.
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BPA ZONE

VOLUNTEERING 

OPPORTUNITY 

TO JOIN BPA 

COMMITTEES

Council has issued a call for 

volunteers for a limited number  

of seats on the Communications, 

Competitions and Development 

Committees.

These committees are looking 

to identify a pool of members 

willing to volunteer their skills  

to help with their programme  

of work. The terms of reference  

of each Committee are set out  

in BPA Forms which can be 

accessed on the BPA website. 

Committee agendas and minutes 

are also available online.

Volunteer members may  

help through membership of  

a committee, working party or 

some other form of consultation/

involvement. The committees 

usually meet six times a year on 

Tuesday afternoons in Leicester. 

Working parties may meet at 

different times and locations.

This is an opportunity for 

members with particular skills  

to get more involved at the  

heart of our sport. That 

involvement can benefit your  

own personal development too.

If you’re interested in 

volunteering for Competitions, 

please email Helen Lucas 

(skydive@bpa.org.uk) or for 

Communications or Development, 

Martin Shuttleworth (martin@bpa.

org.uk) by no later than Friday 5 

January 2018. Please summarise 

(250 words max) how your skills, 

knowledge and experience could 

contribute to our work. Please also 

include the committee/area in 

which you’re interested, your 

name, BPA membership number, 

the year you joined the BPA and 

your home DZ. We look forward  

to hearing from you.

2018 ROYAL 

AERO CLUB 

TRUST 

BURSARIES
•  Are you aged between 14 years 

and 21 years (or, for a follow-on 

bursary, 24 years)?

•  Do you have a basic air sport 

qualification?

•  Do you wish to advance your  

air sport qualifications but  

lack the funds?

•  Would up to £1,000 help you 

realise your air sport ambitions?

The Royal Aero Club Trust is 

delighted to announce its bursary 

scheme for young people for the 

2018 season. The bursaries include 

The President’s Scholarships (two 

bursaries each, worth up to £750); 

the Peter Cruddas Foundation 

Scholarship worth up to £1,000; 

the Breitling Bursary worth  

up to £750; the Bramson Bursary 

worth up to £500, new Patron’s 

Fund bursaries; the new George 

Farha Bursary; the new John 

Downer Bursary; and a number  

of additional bursaries also worth 

up to £500 each. 

Applicants must be UK citizens, 

resident in the UK, and the training 

and �ying can only be conducted 

at clubs, associations or training 

establishments in the UK. 

Applications, which must arrive  

at the Trust by March 31 2018,  

are to be submitted through a 

Sponsoring Organisation, Club or 

Association. Full details and the 

rules of the recently changed 

scheme, as well as the relevant 

application forms, are available on 

the Royal Aero Club Trust website 

at royalaeroclubtrust.org 

The Trust is very grateful to its 

sponsors who generously provide 

the funds for bursaries. If you or 

your organisation would like to 

assist young people in this way by 

becoming a Trust sponsor, please 

make contact with the Trust or click 

on ’Donations’ on the Trust website. 

To contact the Bursary 

Administrator David Bills,  

please email Bursaries@

royalaeroclubtrust.org. 

DAVID ODDY
It was with great sadness that  

the HQ team learned of the death 

after a short illness at the age 83  

of David Oddy, BPA Office Manager 

from 1990-97 and Company 

Secretary from 1990-99. He will  

be remembered with fondness  

and respect by the Council and 

Committee Members of that time, 

and his name will also be familiar 

to our national delegations in the 

1990s, whose administration he  

so ably looked after.

David was a real gentleman 

whose enthusiasm, natural charm 

and keenness to serve made him 

such a warm and reliable member 

of the team. From a long career  

in the man-made textile industry, 

primarily for British Enkalon, he 

brought with him a repertoire of 

administrative and organisational 

skills that ministered perfectly to 

the BPA’s needs.

In 1996, David was awarded a 

Certificate of Merit by the Royal 

Aero Club in recognition of his 

sterling work for the BPA. The 

citation notes that “he transformed 

the AGM from a dull daytime  

event to a full schedule of events 

that 10% of the membership now 

attend, and the financial reports 

show how he boosted the 

Association’s bottom line”. The 

financial element was a reference 

to David’s role in liaising with the 

Sports Council, now UK Sport,  

in the days when our sport was 

eligible to apply for, and received, 

exchequer funding - a strict 

condition of which was full 

accountability, a job for which  

David was ideally suited.

On his retirement from the  

BPA, Council awarded David an 

associate Life Membership. In the 

new millennium, he moved with his 

wife Rosemary from Leicester to 

Ross-on-Wye in Herefordshire, but 

we were delighted that he continued 

to join us for AGMs and his warm 

and welcoming tones resonated 

among the guests at the BPA 50 

Boogie at Langar on the occasion of 

BPA’s Golden Anniversary in 2011. 

David has a family connection with 

Langar, where his nephew Andy 

Pike is an instructor. 

David had a genuine affection  

for our members, our competitors 

and our sport and he leaves us  

with the warmest of memories.

Tony Butler

Chief Operating Officer

AFF INSTRUCTOR

Liam Goddard

Alex Clark

Pol Toussaint

TANDEM 

INSTRUCTOR

Michael Baller

Marcus Fountain

Kosh Carratt

Adam George

Braden Dimmock

Danny Overeem

ADVANCED PACKER

Liam Goddard (T)

Ionut-Lucian Ciofu (T)

Vitor Pacheco (S)

Daniel Mercer (T)  

Vitor Pacheco (S and T)  

Chris Dutton (S)

N E W  R A T I N G S 

2017 RAeC Trust 

bursary recipient 

Josh Allen





S O M E T H I N G 

T O  L O O K 

F O R W A R D  T O

T
his year is shaping up to be our biggest 
yet and we can’t wait to see you!

BPA Skydive the Expo is now the biggest 
consumer skydiving event in the world.  
This must-attend free event features  

exciting and educational talks from some of the biggest 
names in our sport, as well as our legendary exhibition  
of all the main manufacturers and gear dealers.

Throughout the day, you can catch up with all  
your friends from around the world, attend the 
seminars, talk to the people that make your gear  
and even pick up a bargain. Don’t miss the annual 
awards, celebrating great British achievements  
in skydiving, as well as the awesome free prize 
draw. It’s also home to the AGM of the British 
Parachute Association, which is free to attend 
for all BPA members.

The evening features a formal black tie 
dinner for those that fancy it, followed by the 
most epic skydiving party of the year with live 
music and a DJ in to the early hours of 
Sunday. One thing – hotel rooms nearby  
are selling out fast, so you’ll want to hurry!

BPA Skydive the Expo 2018 is sponsored  
by Archant Dialogue, Romero Sports and 
Leisure and XL Catlin.

WHE
RE: De Vere East Midlands Conference Centre, Beeston Lane, Nottingham, NG7 2RJ  

EXHIBITORS
Performance Designs, DZ Sports Ltd, 

Akando Skydiving Accessories, Alti-2 
Europe, Boogie Man, CYPRES, Skydive 

Hibaldstow, Phoenix-Fly, Sun Path Products 
Inc, Towergate Insurance, UPT, Vertical 

Suits, XDream, AON², Vertex Sky Sports,  
the Red Devils Freefall Display Team, 

Pennant, Twinwoods Adventure, AeroSky – 
Skydiving Equipment, iFLY Indoor Skydiving 

UK, JEDI AIR WEAR, SIFE, Cookie Helmets, 
Rhomech Rigging, Skylark, SkyWideSystems

WHEN: January 27 2018 (9:30 start)

WHO: You and any skydivers you know  WHY: Because it’s awesome

Everything you need to know about 

BPA Skydive the Expo 2018!
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SPEAKERS 
Laura Golly, PD/Sunpath: Girls Can’t 

Fly Parachutes

Bill Booth, UPT: 50 Years of Skydiving

John LeBlanc, Performance Designs:  

The Crazy Things We Learn – 30 years  

of canopy design and development

Tom Parker, Sunpath: Are You Jumping the 

Right Harness? Making sure your rig fits

Laura Hampton, Chimera: From Concept 

to Comp: How to build a successful 

skydiving team

Dr Angelo Grubisic: The Icarus Project: 

Scientific Wingsuit R&D

Karim Shokraee and Chris Mayhew:  

Freefly, Freestyle and VFS camera

Andy Pointer: Wanna Cutaway Whuffo? 

Becoming a full-time skydiver

Lucy Westgarth: Training as a BPA Judge

Rai Ahmed and Lorene Latour: Old dog, 

new tricks – Progressing in Freefly

Mary Barratt: Reserve rides and big knives? 

CF myths and realities

Yassi Molazadeh: Rise Up, the BPA 

mentorship programme

Keep an eye on skydivetheexpo.co.uk 

as we add more to the list!

British Parachute Association
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T
he second FAI Indoor World 
Championships took place 
in Canada this October with 
more than 200 participants 
from 23 countries. The 

number of teams had increased in nearly 
all disciplines since 2015 and it was great 
to see a few new countries attend an FAI 
first category skydiving event for the  
first time. The competition was aired  
on the Olympic channel as well as being 
live-streamed on the o�cial website, 
complete with commentary from our  

own Rai Ahmed and Regan Tetlow  
which received more than 260,000  
views. Great Britain was represented  
by five teams in four categories. 

Freestyle
Jamie Arnold flew the flag for Team GB 
in the Freestyle category. Jamie’s 
choreography, assisted by Lise, was 
designed to make the routines as fun for 
the crowd as possible and he definitely 
delivered. His round to ‘Eye of the Tiger’ 
showcased a gym-themed routine which 

was especially impressive and involved 
pull-ups on the tunnel door, handstand 
push-ups on the net and boxing moves.  
In Round 5, he scored a very impressive 
9.3 which equalled gold medallist Leonid 
Volkov’s score for the round. Jamie 
improved his scores and world placing 
significantly since the World Cup in 
Poland last year and finished in sixth,  
just over one point out of the medals. 
Jamie will attend the Wind Games and 
Australia in 2018 with his main focus for 
the upcoming year on the sky, and I can’t 
wait to see what he can achieve in 2018. 

Dynamic 2-way (D2W)
D2W saw the most growth in a category 
at this World Championships, with 22 
teams participating this time. Following 
the qualification stages, the excitement 
increased as the teams headed into the 

Showdowns, Olympic speculation and Rocky 

at the World Indoor Skydiving Championships

WORDS: KATE LINDSLEY, VOLITION PHOTOS: MARCUS KING FOR THE FAI

COMPS ZONE

A I N ’ T 

G O N N A 

B E  N O 

R E M A T C H

1  Freestylist Jamie 
Arnold’s last round 
was set to Gloria 
Gaynor’s “I Will 
Survive” and saw 
him flying out of  
the door (and back 
into the tunnel 
again) to the lyrics 
“Go on now, go! 
Walk out the door!” 

1
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knockout stages with live judging, 
where teams competed against each  
other in either Speed or Free routine 
rounds to progress. Team GB had two 
teams – Dynamos (Dan Guest and 
Jamie Arnold) and Dark Matter (Gary 
Crisp and Paul Cooper).

Gary and Paul have a history of 
representing Team GB at World Outdoor 
Championships in VFS, but this was 
their first World Indoor Championships 
in the D2W category. The knockout  
draw saw them face tough challenges 
from Canada and Sweden and Dark 
Matter finished in 20th place overall. 
Hopefully their experience in Canada  
will see them back again pursuing D2W  
at future world events. 

Dan and Jamie have been competing 
together since 2013 and are a very talented 
line-up. As well as also being outdoor 
British Freestyle champions Volosity, 
Dan is the current outdoor VFS and 

Canopy Piloting British champion.  
Their knockout rounds were fought 
against Poland, China and the Czech 
Republic. Their third round knockout  
saw them comfortably win against the 
Czech Republic and placed them in  
17th place overall. 

The D2W final was close between 
Firefly Singapore and Poland. Firefly is 
Kira and Yi Xuan, aged 14 and 15, who 
wowed the audience with their beautiful, 
precise and technical free routines and 
who never seemed to stop smiling.  
The competition was tight but, in the  
end, only a few seconds separated them 
from winning the gold. 

4-way Open
The 4-way Open class saw the return of 
Katie Woods to Team GB and she was 
joined by her Satori XL teammates Pete 
Allum, John McIver and Steve Hamilton. 
The first day saw the start of an exciting 

battle between Satori and Sweden, with 
Sweden finishing three points ahead after 
five rounds. Satori fought back on days 
two and three, posting some impressive 
scores to finish the competition in joint 
sixth on a 26.1 average.

The Open category did not fail to 
deliver on drama and excitement at the 
top of the table either, with the much-
anticipated battle between Weembi and 
Hayabusa. Weembi took the lead in the 
early rounds, but the technical draw  
and the random-heavy Round 5 suited 
Hayabusa and saw them comfortably 
take the lead from then onwards. They 
showed why they remain undefeated in 
their last 16 consecutive Indoor meets. 

While it was becoming clear that 
Hayabusa would have the gold wrapped 
up, there was a battle going on for bronze 
with the prospect that Airspeed could 
finish a World Championships without a 
medal for the first time. After Round 10, 

2

3

4
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Airspeed and Russia were tied in third and 
that meant a very exciting jump-off with a 
very fast-paced round. The jump-off came 
down to one point separating the teams 
58 to 59, a new Indoor World Record for 
4-way, with Airspeed taking the bronze by 
one point. 

4-way Female
Unlike the Open category, the winner 
of the female category was already a 
foregone conclusion before the first 
round. The French Girls have been 
posting some incredible scores over  
the last few years and, with more time 
together, they were certain to dominate 
the category. They didn’t disappoint. 
Their e�cient, strong and fiery style of 
flying was incredible to watch and an 
inspiration to many people in the sport. 

As far as the remaining teams went, 
there was a lot of uncertainty over who 
would take the remaining medals thanks 
to many teams having changes in their 
line-ups and new countries competing. 

This year, Volition had Andy Grauwels as 
coach which meant a change in flying style. 
Having been together for 18 months, the 
training had been going well. At the last 
World Championships, two members of  
the team (Sparky and Kate) competed in 
Fly Like A Girl and came third with a 22.5 
average. This time, despite a slow and 
technical draw and below-par flying from  
us on day one, we pulled it back to take 
silver, 24 points ahead of third place and 
posting a 24.8 average. We were still behind 
the French, but we were closing the gap! 

The battle for bronze was just as 
exciting as it was in the Open category. 
Sweden were ahead going into the final 
round, only to be pipped at the post by 
the Czech girls. 

In 2015, the 4-way Junior event was 
held as a demo and it was great to see this 
category o�cially included at this World 
Meet alongside the Freestyle Juniors. 
With nine countries represented, the level 
of flying was incredible and displayed the 
level of talent we’ll see in adult categories 

in the very near future. Unfortunately, 
there was no representation from the 
UK but, with the presence of two Junior 
teams at the recent World Challenge, 
hopefully it is only a matter of time before 
we see our first Junior team compete and 
maybe even come home with a medal 
from a FAI first category event. 

This World Championships highlighted 
the progression that Indoor Skydiving 
is achieving as a sport. The level of 
increased media and spectator attention, 
along with the increased number of 
countries competing, make for an exciting 
future. Indeed, the closing ceremony 
speeches were dominated by talk of 
Indoor Skydiving potentially being an 
Olympic sport within the next decade.

Whether this is achieved or not, the 
sport is evolving fast and is here to stay. 
I believe the attention and awareness of 
Indoor Skydiving as a competitive sport 
can only be a positive advertisement for 
skydiving – both indoors and outdoors – 
in the UK. 

‘With nine countries represented, the level of flying  
was incredible ’

2  World silver 
medallists in 
Female 4-way, 
British team  
Volition (L-R) 
Sparky, Kate,  
Liz and Siân

3  The British 
delegation –  
John Smyth, 
Volition, the 
Dynamos and 
Dark Matter, 
and Satori XL 

4  Satori XL 
(L-R) Pete Allum, 
John McIver,  
Steve Hamilton  
and Katie Woods 
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WORDS: SPENCER BAILEY 

B
efore going to the ESL Finals, 
I had a mental list of reasons 
not to. I didn’t understand 
how you qualified or who 
could and couldn’t go, 

would the team be good enough, it’s a 
long way to go, what if the weather’s bad 
and, most of all, is it just another 4-way 
competition? Then I was presented with 
the opportunity to film a scratch rookie 
team and decided there was nothing to 
lose. I might get another T-shirt! 

Most of the team sorted flights, but 
I’m a sucker for a road trip so I took on 
the drive. That turned out to be a brisk 
450 miles through France for some food, 
Belgium for some beer and Luxembourg 
to fill up on fuel for less than a euro a litre, 
then finally through some picturesque 
lanes in Germany dodging suicidal deer 
and rabbits. The dropzone itself, Skydive 
Saar, has amazing views all around and 
has been purpose-built for a skydiving 
centre. From their rooftop terrace, you 
can easily see the runway, the giant screen 
and the landing area. Free electricity for 

the camping and campervan areas was an 
unexpected bonus. 

However, we were there to compete. 
Someone from every team had to attend 
the briefing, so no doubt this was when 
things got serious. The meet director 
started by explaining the ethos of the 
European Skydiving League – giving teams 
the chance to compete over 10 rounds in 
an international competition. Then each 
team was welcomed individually, and 
surprisingly some were still “on the road” 
or “in the bar” – which wasn’t an issue and 
was met with good humour all around. 
This was my first hint that things were 
going to be different, and not just because 
I hadn’t met all my team yet. 

Kit and docs were simple, and managed 
so e�ciently that I was surprised how 
quickly I was finished. After meeting 
the team over a barbecue, we were set 
for the competition. 

On day one (Friday), we were lucky 
enough to wake up to clear blue sunny 
skies, no wind and mist still hovering 
around the lower land. We were on the 
first lift in the morning with two other 
rookie teams; some crazy German 

cowboys who had brought horses with 
them and had a unique team ‘haka’ in 
the plane and a team of Belgians with 
matching suits. Everything ran like 
clockwork, with the Supervans turning 
load after load. The landing area being 
next to the DZ meant a speedy walk in 
and pack, with plenty of time to dirtdive 
and watch the live scoring with the other 
teams on the huge screen between 
rounds. By Round 3, we were joining in 
with the German ‘haka’ and had an 
eight-way handshake in the plane. With 
a great forecast for the next day and all 
teams completing six rounds, they called 
it for the day. This, of course, meant 
meeting the British teams on the landing 
area for a swoop and chug as Mike 
Coleman flew the Union Jack in to land. 

As you’d expect, the bar had plenty of 
different types of beer and new friends 
from all over Europe to buy it for you. 
The vibe was very relaxed and friendly; 
it had much more of a boogie feel than 
any competition I’d been to. That went 
double thanks to the decision that, due to 
the good forecast, we would start at 10:00 
instead of 9:00 so we could all enjoy the 

An inside view of a very different kind of competition and a cameraman’s first ESL

R I G ?  C H E C K . 

A L A R M  C L O C K ?  

E R M . . .

COMPS ZONE

2
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evening. Maybe this was all too relaxing 
and I maybe enjoyed it a little too much 
with the team being on the first lift… 

Being woken to a frantic banging on 
the van door and someone telling me the 
plane was in the boarding area was a new 
one on me, and quite a surprise because 
I’d slept great and couldn’t hear a plane. 
Four minutes later, I arrived kitted up in 
the boarding area in time to see a plane 
taxi off without me. Uh oh.

Expecting a forfeited round, I went to 
find the meet director to see what could be 
done with the offer of beer. The dropzone 
manager Markus told me that they had 
sent the team with a pool camera at no 
extra charge and no lost points. In his 
words: “We want everyone to jump, have 
fun and do the best they can.” This struck 
me as how an open comp should be and 
what makes ESL different. I accepted I 
was in for some relentless p*ss-taking 

and got on with another awesome day’s 
skydiving. Yet another swoop and chug 
for the Brits to finish Round 10 added 
even more to the boogie feel, then the 
home team were met off the last lift with 
a human swoop lane and a round of 
applause for a fantastic competition. 

Picking up a medal in the evening while 
wearing matching Team GB shirts was a 
proud moment and a great experience. Of 
course, I was subjected to the humiliation 

COMPS ZONE

1  Stretching 
out Block 15,  
by Joe Mann 

2  Team GB 

3  4TheQueen

4  Scratch That 

5  Manticore 

1

3

4

5
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of my sleeping-in being recounted for all, 
but the unexpected bonus of this was lots 
of new friends and lots of free drinks! 
Now I just need to find a team and an 
alarm clock for next year…

ESL Results

 
AAA

Gold: AtomiX YUU (DE)
Silver: 610 (IT)
Bronze: Dark Energy (DE)

AA

Gold: Falcos (BE)
Silver: Das KOs (DE)
Bronze: Dimension (NL)

A

Gold: Bazinga (DE)
Silver: Ayro (IT)
Bronze: Heartbeat Skydive Team (NL)

Rookie

Gold: Aeropotam’s (DE)
Silver: Scratch That (UK)
Bronze: Flying Cowboys (BE)

Team GB

4theQueen – AAA – Eighth
Manticore – AA – Seventh
Scratch That – Rookie – Second

Overall Nation Placements

1. Germany (34 points)
2. Belgium (30 points)
3. Netherlands (20 points)
4. UK (10 points)
5. Italy (8 points)
6. France (5 points)
7. Czech (3 points)

 
What is the ESL?

The European Skydiving League was 
founded in 2000 by Mike Pennock (NL), 
Reiner Hoenle (DE) and Willy Boeykens 
(BE). The inspiration came from a wish 
they observed in teams who were not 
top-level AAA to experience international 

competition. In the prehistoric days of 
dial-up and no social media, the only 
option for remote competition was ‘fax 
comps’ – where draws and results were 
faxed between dropzones – which were 
good for data but not a real international 
experience. So these three pioneers created 
a whole new competitive event.

Despite the word ‘League’ in its name, the 
ESL is actually a standalone one weekend 
event. It differs from other international 
competitions like World Cups and World 
Championships in three main ways – there 
are all four categories to compete in, not just 
AAA; a country can send any number of 
teams, making it an open competition; and 
teams may be composed of members from 
different nations. The mission of the ESL is 
to provide any 4-way FS team an experience 
of international competition and the 
opportunity to learn about rules and 
competing in a relaxed setting, to mix 
with 4-way teams from across Europe and 
build community, and to have fun!

As well as competing for medals within 
their categories, all teams are competing 
to win points for their nation. The 
country with the most points wins the 
overall competition and is awarded the 
ESL Spirit (a big sword). Because the ESL 
is about competition at all levels, teams in 
all categories contribute equally to the 
overall national score. This means a 
rookie team turning up and performing is 
as important to Team GB as an AAA team. 
A good example of this was in 2016 when 
the UK came second to Germany by a 
mere two points – earned for them by a 
German team winning Rookie.

Because you are representing your 
nation, teams who attend receive Team GB 
T-shirts from the BPA and you can say 
you’ve represented your country! The ESL 
remains a favourite among even 
competitors who have reached the higher 
levels of Worlds too – ask Kate Lindsley.

In 2018, the European Skydiving League 
will return to Skydive Saar at Saarlouis in 
Germany on September 20-23.

6  3-belly-1-back 
H launch, arguably 
harder than a 
standard H launch... 
by Joe Mann

6

The BPA Competitions Committee 
have had another look at the UK 
Skydiving League results (as published 
in the October Mag) and realised that 
a mistake had occurred in the way the 
points had been calculated. Therefore, 
the correct results for the UKSL 2017 
are as follows. These will be presented 
at BPA Skydive the Expo at the Awards 
Ceremony that follows the AGM. Please 
accept our apologies for the error.

AAA (no change)

Gold: 4Mula
Silver: Satori XL
Bronze: Cark Americanos

AA

Gold: Vantage
Silver: Pajama Pumas
Bronze: Dive Hard 4.0

A

Gold: Jurassic Pork
Silver: Poor 4 Cast
Bronze: Boobasaurus Rex

Rookie

Gold: RAFSPA Shadow
Silver: Aero4m
Bronze: Let’s Do It Girls

Congratulations to the following overall 
winners for Canopy Formation, who will 
also receive their winners’ medals at BPA 
Skydive the Expo.

4-way Rotation: Cunning Stunts
2-way Sequential Senior: Wize Prankers
2-way Sequential Intermediate: 
The ScareCRWs
2-way Sequential Rookie: Cark Crew 

4 - W A Y  U K S L

C F  G R A N D 
P R I X
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XXRW

E X T R E M E 2

You’ve heard of XRW – Extreme 

Relative Work – where a 

canopy pilot and wingsuit pilot 

fly together. Now how about 

throwing a plane into the mix for 

some Extreme XRW?

WORDS: PETE ALLUM  PHOTOS: MAX HAIM
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T
hree years ago, over a 
coffee in the old bar at 
Skydive Empuriabrava, 
we were idly chatting 
about the possibility 
of flying next to  
the Porter with a 
high-performance 

canopy. Fortunately, there was a pilot  
in our midst who could talk some sense 
into us. He shrugged his shoulders and 
said “Sure, why not?” 

Our initial challenges were finding 
the correct canopy, wing loading and 
compatible flight mode for the aircraft.  
I started out using my Peregrine 71 and  
10 kilos and the first flight was relatively 
successful. After popping my brakes and 
tucking into the most aerodynamic 
position possible, I sat still, kept on 
heading and waited. It wasn’t long  
before I heard the noise of the engine  
and saw Phil Bouvier cruising by with  
a huge grin on his face. 

The problem with the first flights 
was the small amount of time we were 
able to fly together; the goal was not  
just for a fly-by, but the possibility of 
finding an overlap where we could play. 
Phil found that he was able to fly with  
me, but the attitude of the plane was  
at the extreme end of its range and did  
not leave him with su�cient control in 
case of a problem. 

We opted for a flatter angle, a larger 
wing and more weight instead and this 
worked great for us. Job done? No way! 

WHY STOP JUST WHEN 

YOU’RE ENJOYING IT?

Back to the café and more discussion; 
let’s add a wingsuit to the mix. I went 
away and did a number of XRW jumps 
with various talented flyers and 
immediately realised that the wing 
loading that worked for the aircraft  
was incompatible with the wingsuits. 
More weight and a smaller canopy  
were needed, plus a rotation after our 
rendezvous to keep the angle steep.  
After various configurations, some as 
heavy as a 3.8 wing loading, we hit on  
a pretty sweet set-up of a Peregrine 64  
and 16 kilos that gave me a 3.3 wing 
loading. Phil was getting a decent  
workout with each flight, testing both  
his physical and mental abilities to find  
a compatible flight path.

Now the real challenges began: who 
and when? The where was easy. Thanks 
to living at the most beautiful DZ on  
the planet with a Pilatus sitting on the 
tarmac, my home – Empuriabrava –  
was the obvious choice.

I was fortunate to spend time this 
summer hanging out with Dani Roman 
in Voss, whose infectious enthusiasm 
and prodigious talent also made him  
an obvious choice. He agreed to come  
to Empuria on short notice. Now, how 
were we going to film the thing? My first 
thoughts were to use another canopy, 
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but we realised pretty quickly that it was 
too static and we started looking for a 
wingsuiter who could also film. This is 
where the planets aligned and Max Haim 
agreed to join the team, buying into the 
challenge and the dream of putting these 
three elements together. A cancellation  
of one project and the fact that Dani and  
I were training XRW pretty hard for a few 
days opened up a three-day window at the 
beginning of October 2017.

SHOWTIME

Day one was an eye-opener. Dani and I 
could pretty quickly put together either 
a no-contact or gripped rendezvous with 
the Porter and keep a steadily increasing 
rotation. This rotation would get steeper 
and steeper, ending up with an intense 
carve of wingsuit, canopy and plane. 
There were great visuals and lots of flying, 
but it was impossible to film. 

On day two, both Max and Phil came 
up with a plan that had us flying a wave 
with two slightly different ellipses. 
This would allow us to make multiple 
rendezvous and spend time flying in 
proximity, and give Max a chance to  
set himself up on the inside of the action. 
We added a radio to the mix, allowing 
Phil to communicate with us. 

The dream was realised on the first 
jump. Dani and I were quickly linked, 
I checked over my shoulder, saw Max  
in position, and then Phil powered  
into his slot asking me to fly the last 
inches of proximity as he held his line.  
We flew together for four long periods, 
working the proximity and various grips 
between Dani and me.

The next two jumps just got better 
and better, and we were treated to an 
outstanding sunset as the backdrop on 
the last one.

Day three – what now? Max was 
desperate to get a clear flight over the 
iconic Bay of Roses, so we changed our 
flight plan and hit this target on the first 
jump. Next up, we invited Gregor Van 
Den Eynden into the mix. He had been 
flying behind us with his Valkyrie 67 and 
15 kilos, getting comfortable with the 
flight path and shooting outside video. 
It looked like we were ready to add 
another canopy to the formation, but  
we had a miscommunication after exit 
and ended up losing proximity with  
Max. It wasn’t quite a write-off jump,  
as Dani and I still got pretty radical with 
the XRW. On the last jump, an interesting 
opening put me out of sync with Gregor 
but then Dani, Max and Phil joined me 
for a final super-tight formation over  
the Bay.

Thank you to Performance Designs for 
making the most amazing toys for us to 
play with and to Skydive Empuriabrava 
for helping and allowing us to go through 
with this project. Also, many thanks to 
the various canopy pilots and wingsuiters 
who were part of the project and the 
testing process.
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T H E  T E A M
Pete Allum: 38 years of skydiving, 33,000 jumps

Dani Roman (Red Bull): Eight years of skydiving, 3,800 jumps

Max Haim: 18 years of skydiving, 14,000 jumps

Gregor Van Den Eynden: 30 years of skydiving, 8,000 jumps

Phil Bouvier: Pilatus PC-6 Porter pilot



®
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T H E  A R T  O F 

I N D E P E N D E N C E
What do you do when there’s no coach? Use these eight top 

tips to succeed in the coachless challenge  

WORDS: CHIMERA, BRITISH NATIONAL BRONZE MEDALLISTS 
PHOTOS: ROB LLOYD (GROUND) AND CHRIS COOK (IN-AIR)A 

4-way team, or any skydiving 
team for that matter, has a very 
strange and unique dynamic. 
Usually in a team environment, 
there is a team leader to direct 
and manage the other members. 

In skydiving, this role usually falls to the coach. 
But what happens when the coach isn’t present or 
you don’t have one? 

We’ve all been in situations where we’re creeping, 
making a move easier on one person makes 

another’s life harder, and then the debate begins. 
If you are training without a coach or even doing 
fun jumps at the dropzone, it can be very di�cult 
to tell where an issue has happened on an exit, in  

a block move or just while building randoms.
In this article, we’ll look at eight ways you can 

manage the ’coachless’ challenge that we hope will 
allow you to get more out your skydives. 
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1
Team Captain

The first tip is a simple 
one – it can sometimes  
be a good idea to elect a 
team captain. Try and 
make sure this role rotates 

so everyone gets a go. This can help 

because it gives the team a direction 
rather than have four people each 
trying to pull it the way they want. 
It’s also great experience for voicing 
what you know and everyone on the 
team will probably learn something.

2
The build

Whether you’re making 
blocks or randoms, the 
build is key and this  
can’t be stressed enough. 
If a random build is 

stretched, the transition to the next 
one will be slower. It’s important to 
share the moves between points 
between the whole team. If three of 
you are sitting still waiting for Tail 
to make an enormous rotation or 
translation, think about how you 
can reduce his or her move and save 
the team time overall. On blocks, 

the build is even more important 
because your move changes if the 
top of the block isn’t built correctly 
and the timing is harder to sync up, 
which means the close isn’t going  
to be as good either. You’ll also be 
making more adjustments, which 

means your muscle memory won’t 
be learning how to do the block 
properly and you’ll pick up bad 
habits (don’t worry, we all have 
them!). So, if the block isn’t going 
well or moving to randoms always 
feels like a chore, look at the build 
before looking at anything else.

3
Creeping

To avoid the argument 
of “That move makes 
mine bigger!” or “But 
your move makes mine 
harder!”, we’ve found 

that, if you work backwards from 
the point you’re flying to and 
towards the point you’re on, the 
correct move will reveal itself 90% 
of the time. Before the argument 
starts, try this – it will probably fix 
everything and save a debate.
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4
Timing

So you’ve nailed the 
build and the block 
still isn’t working.  
The next thing to 
look at is the timing.  

You may be pleased with your 
speedy turns but, unless you are 
syncing with your piece partner and 
opposite, the overall block time will 
be slower. We spent a bad weather 
day with our coach spinning many 
(many…) 14s on the creepers, which 
helped us to see the cog and 
improved our block in the air. 

5
Exit presentation

The other thing that’s 
important to mention is 
the exits. It’s important 
for everyone on the team 
to understand that if 

you’re the one pinging off on an  
exit, it isn’t necessarily your fault. 
The example I would like to give  
is something we found with our 
own E launches. Our Outside 
Centre (OC) was struggling to 
present and sometimes doing a bit 
of backflying. This continued, with 
her feeling like it was her mistake 
– but it wasn’t. The handsome 
Inside Centre (IC) was crowding her 
in the door, which meant she didn’t 
have space to throw her head down. 
Even though on the surface it may 

look like someone is causing the exit 
to go awry, it could be something 
or someone else entirely. 

If an exit is struggling to launch, 
the most fundamental thing you 
need to do is ensure that everyone 
can present to the airflow. It 
sounds simple but, if you have 
video, look at everyone’s rigs.  
They should all be lined up.  
If someone’s is pitching, it means 
that person needs to present.  
If the whole team is presented,  
the exit will have a much better 
chance of flying! It may rotate or 
have some tension in the grips, 
but it should launch.

6
Exit timing

The other key to a 
successful exit is the 
timing. Don’t beat 
yourselves up if it  
takes a while to master 

this; a tiny timing issue can be  
the difference between an exit 
flying and funnelling. It could  
also take a while for new teams  
to become familiar with their  
OC or IC’s key. As we mentioned 
earlier, don’t assume it’s the fault 
of the person who has pinged off. 
Analyse your videos to understand 
what caused the problem. Often, 
it’s a consequence of someone  
else being too keen or too late. 

7
Include the 

cameraflyer

Even though they’re 
unseen, the cameraflyer 
is very much part of the 
team. They can 

sometimes be easy to blame if they 
make a mistake, but remember 
they have a hard job too. If the 
four in the exit haven’t quite got  
it right and dig into the hill, the 
formation is going to drift and 
make the cameraflyer’s job way 
harder – the first point is not just 
their responsibility. Try to include 
your cameraflyer in the debrief 
and develop an exit count that  
he or she can see and is aware of. 
They have much less guidance 
than the rest of the team with  
a coach, so give them feedback!

8 
Avoid the 

blame game

On a final note, you’ve 
probably heard people 
saying at a competition 
or around the dropzone, 

“You did this wrong” or “You did 
that wrong”. Remember, it’s a team 
sport. Help your teammates and 
don’t blame them. It might not be 
their fault and, even if it is, playing 
the blame game (particularly at a 
competition) is likely to carry the 
bad feeling into further jumps. 

We really hope this helps. If you 

have any questions, feel free to 

drop us a message on Facebook 

at facebook.com/chimeraskydive 

and we’ll be more than happy  

to help. 
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W
e all have stress in 
our everyday lives  
and responsibilities  
to others, whether  
in the form of a career, 

a family or both. With nearly a decade in 
our sport, my experience is that skydivers 
are the kind of people that live life at pace. 
I reached a point in my life – with a 
demanding and stressful job and a young 
family – where I needed to create a way  
to manage these but also continue to be 
involved in our sport. Without sufficient 
time to commit to a serious 4-way FS 
team, the answer for me was wingsuiting.

I’ve always had respect and a fascination 
for our flockers and, as skydivers, we are 
blessed with a sport that is so diverse. 
Wingsuiting is arguably one of the more 

niche disciplines, generally one that  
most don’t choose to limit themselves  
to, and is certainly not for everyone. So, 
having made the decision to give it a go,  
I checked out the minimum requirements 
to pull on a wingsuit, which are TR1 and  
a total of 500 jumps or 200 in 18 months.

GOT TO START SOMEWHERE

My first flight at the end of 2016 was a 
truly exhilarating experience and it was 
not in the most ideal conditions. Despite 
530 jumps under my belt, it felt like I was 
jumping for the first time again given 
the numerous differences such as the exit 
and deployment procedure, behavioural 
characteristics of the suit in flight and  
the need for a flight pattern. Right from 
the exit, everything felt different; my exit 

wasn’t the greatest and I peeled out  
to the left, but regained the planned 
upwind leg and got into the flight. 
Starting to understand the way the suit 
flies, I turned the first planned 90̊  right 
turn to start practice pulls, only to be 
startled by my ‘dytter’ screaming its first 
alarm after what felt like only seconds 
since the exit. It turned out that my exit 
height was much lower than I’d expected, 
but it was nevertheless an early lesson on 
just how differently I needed to approach 
wingsuiting from my usual FS default and 
the importance of altitude awareness.

The first flight focuses on the ability 
to demonstrate control and stability in 
flight, good exit and deployment, flight 
pattern and navigation, altitude 
awareness and landing accuracy. 

T I M E  F O R 

S O M E T H I N G

N E W ?
Making a start in the  
wonderful world of wingsuiting

WORDS: JASON FOX

1  Wingsuiting 
brings the dream  
of flight to life,  
by Andy Ford

1
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Ultimately, this all about safety – but  
it’s important to not forget that we  
do these things in order to have fun! 
Safety is, of course, paramount and  
all of these areas are critical to a safe 
wingsuit jump, with the need to exit  
with arm and leg wings collapsed to  
avoid a tail strike and for a stable  
and symmetrical deployment  
technique to avoid twists, malfunctions 
and entanglements.

With my first flight in the bag, 
I progressed to the remaining two  
jumps required to get my WS1 sticker. 
These focus on the same skills as the  
first flight but with some progression. 
This happened six months after my  

first flight, but I was able to progress 
straight onto WS2.

WS2 comprises a minimum of 
four jumps, each building on skills 
from WS1 but also looking at new  
skills which include:
- Controlling fall rate 
- ‘Flying’ the suit and thus developing 
a greater understanding of its 
characteristics and limitations
- ‘Swoop to pin’ with parallel docking 
and horizontal movement (i.e. flying  
a box pattern around your coach)
- Unstable exit, demonstrating ability 
to recover into stable flight and 
establishing the correct flight path
- Improved landing accuracy

THE LONG WAY DOWN

After hearing numerous stories about the 
unstable exit, this was what I was most 
excited (nervous!) about. Many tales of 
‘flat spins’ are told over a beer at any DZ 
of an evening, but in truth these tend to 
occur with more advanced larger suits 
and if the wingsuit pilot has flight 
characteristics that cause a turn through 
lack of symmetry. With that in mind, I 
stepped up to the door and was pushed 
out backwards, very gently I have to say, 
by an eager-to-help fellow wingsuiter 
(thanks Kitty). As instructed, I held the 
tumble for five seconds, then opened out 
into the usual flight position, got the dive 
under control and established my location 

2  WS1 exit – 

symmetrical with 
closed wings to 
avoid the aircraft tail. 
By Nigel Thurston

3  Wingsuiting adds 
an element of 
horizontal movement 
through the air and 
across the ground, 
by Andy Ford 

4  Beginner wingsuit 
body position. By 
Nigel Thurston

5  Unstable exit for 
WS2 (a.k.a. “shoved 
out backwards!”). 
By Nigel Thurston

2

3
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and flight pattern. It was great fun and 
gave me a fantastic buzz, and the 
confidence I gained from it has given me 
the skills to recover from a couple of 
unplanned unstable exits I’ve had since.

Mixed in with the coached jumps, 
my coach (the awesome Nigel Thurston) 
also suggested that I jump a few solos, 
partly due to coach availability but also 
because these help to consolidate 
knowledge at a better pace and to iron  
out any niggles that don’t require a 
coached jump to resolve. This was a  
little frustrating at the time because  
I was keen to qualify as quickly as 
possible, but in hindsight it was sound 
advice and helped me immensely.

I achieved my WS2 in July 2017 with five 
coached jumps, and feel immensely proud 
to be part of the wingsuiting family. I had 
early doubts about whether wingsuiting 
would be for me, but I am completely 
hooked. On my first non-WS jump after 
WS2, I actually felt in less control without 
the wingsuit! In fact, I love it so much 
I’ve invested in a new suit and eagerly 
await its arrival in time for the 2018 season.

TAKING WING

My goal now is to flock with others, 
develop my technical skills in flying the 
suit and build my skills in establishing 
an appropriate flight pattern. This is 
essential for other jumpers and the  

pilot to know where to expect you to  
be, and to be able to plan a pattern that 
takes account of the effects of wind speed 
throughout the dive, direction of flight  
on exit, other jumpers in the sky and 
altitude and location relative to the DZ on 
exit. With all of these variables, you need 
to have the ability to adjust your plan 
during ascent; plans made on the ground 
can and sometimes do need to change.

My early experiences of wingsuiting 
have been awesome. Wingsuiting has, 
without doubt, redefined my love for our 
sport, brought a new level of respect, and 
will ensure that it remains an important 
part of my life. So go on, give it a go – you 
know you want to! 

Jason Fox

4

5
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S O  Y O U  W A N T  

T O  S T A R T  A 

F R E E F L Y  T E A M

...and who better to ask how than Norwegian national team Zion Freefly?

WORDS: ANNA MOXNES PHOTOS: ANDREAS MOSLING
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FREEFLY

1
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L
et’s be honest, freeflying 
is the coolest type of 
skydiving. You use your 
entire body, free of 
restrictions in every 
dimension. Whether you 
are in the tunnel or the 

sky, as you master the steps to becoming  
a freeflyer (or dynamic flyer, if you will) 
your brain is alight with joy and your  
view of the world is smashed wide open. 

But what about taking this fun 
seriously? You say to yourself “Yes, I want 
to be in a Freefly team!” Great. I did too.  
I started talking about this when I had 

about 11 jumps and was laughed out  
of the room. Rightly so; my ideas were  
a bit insane... 

It took me nine years to find the right 
teammates and get moving. I hope that 
we can share some advice with you so that 
you can get to the honey a little faster. 

Step one – Teammates 
This one is pretty straightforward: find 
people who have the same goals, ambition 
and drive as you. Even more importantly, 
they must be willing to give as much 
commitment, if not more, to the team 
than you. A similar skill level is helpful 

but not imperative, and remember that 
you will be spending A LOT of time 
together. Personality and the ability to 
grow outweigh flying skills. Becoming  
a better flyer will come naturally with 
training, but becoming a better team 
player can be harder.

Step two – Planning
Okay, so you have your team of super 
keen badasses. Now it’s time to lay 
down a plan: 
- What are your ambitions?
- What is your budget?
-  Decide as a group how many jumps/

2

1  Exit from FOXY

2  Head up and 
matching the 
mountains

3  Champions!

4  Following Rule 4

5  Still following 
Rule 4!
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how much tunnel time you can afford to 
do together. Be realistic.

-  Where will you train? Consider weather 
conditions and e�cient operations that 
cater to team training.

-  Start to investigate the possibilities of 
receiving financial help and sponsorship. 
Be humble; you have just started and 
will need to prove yourselves. 

-  Plan your calendar around training and 
competitions a minimum of 12 months 
in advance.

Once you have a solid plan outlined in 
writing, you can move ahead to action. 

Step three – How to be  
a team and train 
So it’s your first day of training. How 
should you have prepared? READ THE 
RULES! Seriously, you have no idea how 
many times this has caught people out. 
Once you are familiar with the rules, you 
should also have a day plan for your 
jumping. If you are training for multiple 
days in a row, always include rest days. 
The best place to start with a new Freefly 
team is the compulsories:
-  Break the compulsories down into very 

small sections and plan your jumps 
around this. 

-  Repeat each section at least three times 
before you make a change.

-  When making changes, change only one 
thing at a time.

-  Once you start to get familiar with the 
compulsories, you can start exploring 
your free routine.

-  Push yourselves. The work you put in 
during training will help you feel secure 
during competition, so do the work.

Step four – Building  
a free routine
This is it: the big moment with your 
artistic impressions of flying being 

Zion Freefly is 

the Norwegian 

national team 

and they are 

based at 

Skydive Voss 

and Skydive 

DeLand. They 

have been 

competing for 

three years and 

are currently 

ranked third in 

the world for 

Freefly. They 

are three-times 

National 

Champions and 

compete at both 

indoor D4W and 

outdoor Freefly 

competitions. 

If you are 

interested in 

starting a 

Freefly team 

and need help  

to connect with 

the right people, 

you can also 

contact the  

BPA Artistic 

Representative 

Emma Hart.

HELPFUL 

REFERENCES

• The AE Corner 

Facebook group 

– Home of all 

the artistic 

competing 

athletes and 

judges 

• Dynamicflying.

net – Home of 

the dynamic 

flying (indoor) 

community

• Joyriders.no 

– useful safety 

articles 

regarding 

freeflying

• FAI.org – All 

the competition 

rules

3
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presented to the world. Some things  
to remember: 
-  You are a TEAM. The routine should 

represent everyone and everyone should 
have a voice in creating it. 

-  Communication is vital. An essential 
part of building a successful routine  
is to make sure everyone is on the  
same page about what is required  
to execute a certain move. Imagine 
doing multiple jumps when all of you 
have a different understanding of what 
you are trying to achieve. This is easily 
avoidable with good communication.

-  Give each other time. Remember that 
things are new for ALL of you, so you  
all need a chance to see your line and 
understand what is happening. Accept 
that this just takes time. It is easy to 
become defensive and frustrated during 
the process of building a routine, so 
avoid this. Communicate often about 
how something looks for you, listen  
and accept that it may be completely 
different for your fellow flyers. 

-  Help each other. The only way 
something works beautifully is if 
everyone is doing their job and  
focusing on doing it to the very  
best of their ability. Having said  
that, instead of basking in your  
own glory if you are nailing your  
part, continually ask yourself:  
“What can I be doing to make  
everyone else’s job a little bit easier?”

-  Find your style. We believe your free 
routine should be a representation  
of what you believe to be the most 
beautiful, e�cient, aggressive and 
inspiring moves to fly, so build it to suit 
what pleases you most. Many teams fall 
into the trap of trying to play to what 
the judges might consider to be hard or 
beautiful. Freefly competitions are built 
on a subjective judging process, so you 

never really know how your routine  
will be received. If you fly to set your 
own passion on fire, this will show  
and you can basically never lose. If you 
fly to please someone else, you have 
missed the point – in our opinion.

-  KISS. Thats right – Keep It Simple, 
Stupid. I’m not saying “easy”, because 
you should definitely always push 
yourself, but try to build moves so  
you can either simplify the sequence  
if it is not coming together or add in a 
trick if it is flowing well. Always opt for 
clean and easy over super-complicated 
but not executed well. 

Step five – Get coaching
Duh. If someone has spent years of their 
life working something out and can 
impart that knowledge to you, take it!  
If you can afford to do your first camp 
with a coach, that’s fantastic and it’s a 
great way to see you off on the right  
path. If you can’t afford it, you can bet  
you will find plenty of flyers willing  
and able to give you advice. Look to 
coaches you admire and whose flying  
style you can identify with. Remember 
that, when it comes to teams, someone 
with competition and team experience  
in any discipline will be much more 
valuable than just the best flyer on the DZ. 
 
Comps, and how to rock them
So you have done the hard work, you 
are moving as a unit, you adore your 
teammates and together you are destined 
to be a success. It’s competition time. 
Competitions can present a whole new 
ball of fun, so here are some short tips  
to get you through your competition:
-  Breathe. Know that it is totally normal 

to feel more stress during this period 
and, if you don’t, it is likely you have 
some sociopathic traits! If you suffer 

with nerves, find ways to use them to 
your advantage. They will give you a  
kick of adrenaline, so use it and enjoy it. 

-  Be grateful. It’s hard to experience fear 
or anger when you are being grateful,  
so think back on all the hard work you 
have put in so far. Be thankful for the 
special opportunity to present your 
passion to the world. Think of how  
cool your teammates are and how 
thankful you are to get to fly together. 

-  Be Norwegian. By this, I mean aim to 
keep your expression of emotion to a 
minimum. Whether good or bad, keep 
cruising in the middle and you will 
conserve precious brain and body power. 

-  Be considerate. Remember that most 
people at a competition are competing 
and dealing with their own stress or part 
of organising the competition and so 
working hard to make the competition 
happen. Be cool, be considerate and do 
your part to be a good sportsperson. 

-  Debrief. Just like after every training 
session, we always debrief a competition. 
We use the details from this debrief to 
help us plan the next step. Ask for 
assistance from an experienced 
competitor on how to debrief effectively. 

-  Keep jumping. As soon as one is done, 
set your sights on the next. 

Zion’s rules for being a 
badass Freefly team: 
1) Show up 
2) Stay alive and aim to be injury-free 
3) RTFM – or, at least, the rules
4) Enjoy training – you’re going to do a lot
5) Be fully committed to the team – 
this is the game changer
6) Train more and you will get better 
7) Reflect and be thankful 
8) Spread your own personal joy 
9) Squirrel! Distractions are often a 
good idea 

Zion Freefly are 

passionate about 

bringing safe  

and mega rad 

freeflying to the 

world. They run 

multiple events 

to push this 

agenda. To join 

us in the sky, 

you can: 

Shoot a message 

to ’Zion Freefly’ 

on Facebook or 

check out the 

webpages to 

their biggest 

events and 

register directly. 

Come to the 

Freakflyfestival 

– freakflyfestival.

com. This is an 

event to blow 

your socks off 

and it’s open to 

all levels. You 

will find the 

world’s best 

coaches, rad 

parties and lots 

of weird stuff. 

Try Freefly 

Basics here 

– freeflybasicen.

no/home. This is 

an all-inclusive 

event that caters 

specifically to 

newer freeflyers 

to get them on 

the right track. 
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SPEED

P E A K 

P E R F O R M A N C E 

I N  S P E E D 

S K Y D I V I N G

Anything you do will slow you down, so let gravity 

do the work. It will get you there faster…

WORDS: MIKEY LOVEMORE

A
Speed skydive is over 
pretty quickly, as you  
might imagine. From  
exit to deployment,  
what would take an FS 

jumper more than a minute is done  
in just over 30 seconds by a speeder.

A perfect Speed jump is a jump 
of acceleration or, to be precise, a 
progression through different phases  
of acceleration and changes in 
aerodynamics. Your exit and subsequent 
acceleration are very important to  
give you a good base to work from.  

When you’ve set up correctly through 
‘normal’ acceleration for a fast head  
down freefall, you must then be prepared 
for a further massive acceleration.

As an object moves through the air, 
the gas molecules stick to the surface. 
This creates a layer of air on the surface 

Mikey Lovemore  
on a Speed exit,  

by Claudio Troncoso
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called a boundary layer, which 
effectively changes the shape of the 
object. The boundary layer can 
separate from the body and create an 
effective shape that’s different from the 
physical shape. The flow conditions  
in and near the boundary layer are 
often unstable and can change. The 
boundary layer is very important in 
determining the drag of an object.

At somewhere around 400-450kph, 
there is often an increase in 
acceleration for speeders. My theory 
is that you get this boundary layer 
separation, which in our case is a kind 
of stall. The airflow (boundary layer) 
has separated from the body and you 
have lots of turbulent air around the 
body, which means it’s hard to control. 
On top of that, the centre of pressure 
moves closer to our head and is higher 
than our centre of gravity, which 
makes it even more unstable and 
challenging to control. A stable object 
in flight has its centre of pressure 
behind the centre of gravity but, if 
you’ve done your set-up phase well,  
you should be prepared for this and 
that’s where the magic happens.

The mental aspect of speed is 
considerable. I like to think of it as 
an extreme form of meditation. It  
is possibly one of the most intense 
things to do with your body – you  
are plummeting towards the earth  
at more than 300mph – but it is also 
very much a mental experience.  
As a bare minimum, you need to be 
able to clear your mind and have no 
distractions: you’re practising the  
art of living in the moment.

Things happen pretty quickly on a 
speed jump. You have to be intuitive 
and predict what may happen as you 
progress through the different phases 
of the jump. A moment taken up by a 
distraction is a moment you are not 
ready to react. You don’t have time to 
dwell on what’s happened and you’re 
not thinking further ahead than the 
bottom measurement gate. If you 
overcomplicate it by trying to chase 
the speed or position on the 
leaderboard, you will be distracted 
and create tension. Keep it simple. 
Rather than thinking about the  
speed, think about what it feels like  
to accelerate and relax into it.

What you need to do is get in the 
zone or what’s also referred to in 
sports psychology as the flow state. 
You’re completely immersed in your 
activity, not distracted and not 
worrying. Flow state is a combination 
of being concentrated, focussed and 
extremely relaxed at the same time. 
You’re hyper-alert and hyper-sensitive 
to what’s happening. Confidence in 
your ability and your equipment is 
paramount, and this will help you 
disperse any worry or concerns that 
would prevent you from getting in  
the zone.

By living in the present like this, 
you can achieve peak performance. 

SAFETY

Safety is obviously very 
important. Speed includes 
some extra risks on top of  
a normal solo skydive that  
need to be taken very seriously. 
Complacency can kill, so  
don’t assume that everything 
will be okay!

RIG – STAYING ON  

THE SAFER SIDE OF 

FF-FRIENDLY

Your rig is not primarily 
designed to go at these speeds 
and a rig that is safe to freefly  
at 150mph may not be safe at 
300mph, so maintain it well. 
Your CI might have other ideas 
about a rig you think is safe, so 
check with them. It needs a tight 

closure loop and no Velcro riser 
covers. In fact, just avoid Velcro 
generally – it deteriorates pretty 
quickly. Vector magnetic riser 
covers aren’t suitable unless 
you mod them. There should be 
no bridle exposed to the airflow. 
Make sure you have a legstrap 
tie, secure handles, a full-face 
helmet and two audibles. Pin 
pull is the ideal deployment 
system, or BOC throw-out with 
a FF pad rather than hackey.

IN THE AIR

Leave a five-second gap, then 
exit and turn 90˚ off jump run.  
In competition, the first person 
always goes right, then the 
second goes left and so on. 
Altitude awareness and heading 
awareness are so important 

here. When you’re learning,  
you may be achieving much 
higher speeds straight away 
and, if you’re not used to how 
quickly you eat up altitude,  
you can get yourself into a 
whole world of trouble. Be 
ready for the slow-down; you 
have 2,000ft to decelerate, so  
it has to be a positive process. 
One of the main reasons why 
we recommend doing at least 
200 jumps and have some FF 
experience is because you’ll 
have more awareness of your 
altitude loss at different speeds. 
You can’t do a fast jump while 
visually checking your wrist  
alti, so we rely on audibles  
and experience. Things happen 
a lot faster and, if you cork at 
high speed, you need to be 
pretty capable to regain  
control quickly.

GB Speedsters,  
by Rob Lloyd
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GETTING  
INTO SPEED 
Matthew Byrne, BPA Nationals 

silver medallist 2017

I’ve been watching Speed 

Skydiving grow for the last 15 

years. I’d seen a few meets 

from the sidelines because  

I was always on the DZ filming 

groups and teams, but all the 

time I was thinking “That is 

definitely for me”. Whenever  

I had the chance, I would 

speak to those early Speeders, 

picking up hints, tips and 

techniques about this 

relatively new discipline. 

Having seen the birth of 

Freefly in the early ’90s  

and watching that go from 

something some DZs wouldn’t 

allow to a fully developed 

discipline in its own right,  

I knew then that Speed 

Skydiving would go the same 

way. Even though the path  

was a little rougher, I don’t 

often get to say ”I was right!”

It wasn’t until Mikey 

Lovemore became the BPA 

Speed Rep and started to 

organise the roadshows that  

I actually had the chance to 

give it a go for myself. With the 

free coaching aspect and one 

roadshow coming to my home 

DZ, it seemed like the perfect 

opportunity to have a go. 

My first attempts were 

shaky at best, with plenty  

of jokes from my fellow 

skydivers at my expense. It 

was good fun, but the light had 

come on and I have steadily 

applied what I learned from 

those early speeders over  

the last few years, with a little 

help from Mikey Lovemore. 

Quietly practising in my own 

little corner of the skydiving 

world, it has been nice to 

finally announce my arrival. 

This one is for you 

Steam-Hammer Johansen. 

May the Force be with you... 

always.

Speed exit, by  
Simon Brentford

Red PVC Speed suit  
(not compulsory!)

Accelerating, by  
James Parker
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New Coaches

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

Jon Moulder, Blue Skies 

BASIC TRACKING COACH

Richard Pike, Weston 

Marian Tohanean, Chatteris 

Charles McNeil, JSPW(N)

CF COACH

Stephen Handley, APA

CP COACH

Joe Laming, Skydive Buzz

FS COACH

Paul Dewey, Langar

John Welsh, Peterlee

Sam Cordell, Skydive Algarve

Lydia Muller, Skydive Algarve

Dave Tee, Beccles

Michael Nisbet, Headcorn

Richard Hamer, APA

Sophie Harper, Hibaldstow

Magnum Tsang, Hibaldstow

Ionut-Lucian Ciofu, Hibaldstow

William Hanbury-Tenison, Swansea

Alex Lilburn, JSPW(N)

Russell Summers, Beccles

Holly Goodfield, Go Skydive 

FF COACH

Elise Sharp, APA 

Ming Chu, Hibaldstow

William Hanbury-Tenison, Swansea

TRACKING COACH

Alabama Shanker, APA

Ming Chu, Hibaldstow

David Fusaro, Hibaldstow

Lawrence Fsadni and Ming Chu are making 

these double sit grips look easy when in 

fact they’re anything but! When you first try 

them, the most common mistake is to reach 

forward to take the grips. This cups air across 

your chest, sending you backwards – or 

rather, giving the sensation that the grips are 

moving away from you when it is in fact you 

moving away from the grips! To counter this, 

consciously puff your chest out and try to lean 

back on your shoulder blades. 

The next problem that people encounter is 

that they actually �y with their arms a lot  

more than they realise, both for balance and 

lift. Presenting grips, or picking up someone 

else’s grips, is therefore difficult because it 

limits the use of your arms as a �ying surface.  

The answer is to �y stronger with your legs –  

check out the wide stances in the photo.

A wide leg stance has another benefit – it means 

that your arms should not be burbled by your 

own legs. If your legs are in a narrower position, 

they will create turbulent air directly under the 

arm grips, which makes it harder to dock.

Watch out for the fall rate, too – having 

both arms out in front can cause you to fall 

faster than if they were out to the sides. 

You can counter this by holding your arms 

horizontally to catch more air, or by altering 

your leg position.

Finally, think about the grip itself. Have a plan 

of who will present each grip and who will pick 

it up to save you playing unintentional thumb 

wars in the sky. ‘C’ grips, where you both curl 

your fingers and then lock them together, are 

especially strong and good for leaning back on.

A  P I C T U R E 

P A I N T S  A 

T H O U S A N D 

W O R D S

By Kev Coffey
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P L A N N I N G  Y O U R 

L A N D I N G
We learn on the first jump course that safe 

landings are: under a �at and level canopy; into 

a hazard-free area; and into wind if possible.  

We are taught basic �ight planning, which 

involves �ying to a holding area upwind of our 

intended landing area – the stronger the wind, 

the further upwind we hold. In that holding 

area, we can assess our groundspeed while 

facing into wind and downwind, and this then 

enables us to tweak our final landing pattern. 

We leave that holding area somewhere around 

1,000ft and �y downwind, then crosswind,  

then into wind. All canopies on any given lift will 

usually be �ying a variation of the same pattern 

for safety, because if everyone is only turning 

left onto finals then nobody should ever end up 

head-to-head and on level with anyone else. 

Make sure you know whether it’s a left- or a 

right-hand pattern before you board the aircraft!

In a perfect world, we would get to �y our 

planned pattern on every jump. However,  

things don’t always work out like that. 

Sometimes we get the spot wrong or get 

out short in light winds and end up opening 

downwind. Sometimes we end up lower than 

intended if we have a problem like twists 

to sort out after opening, and might have 

been unintentionally �ying away from the 

holding area while we dealt with the problem. 

Sometimes there is other canopy traffic that 

prevents us from using the exact airspace  

we intended or means we have to wait.  

The �ight plan is �exible and can be adjusted 

so, even if circumstances prevent you from 

following it at first, it is almost always possible 

to rejoin it. 

Right hand pattern,  

by Gary Wainwright
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This is a tale of derring do and 

definitely don’t! I share it as an 

example of how a fairly simple 

misjudgment can be compounded 

by further fairly simple 

misjudgements, leading to a much 

more serious outcome. Make your 

own judgements on it, but kindly 

keep the stones to yourselves.

It all started with a coached 

tracking jump at my home DZ.  

At the time, I had 262 jumps  

under my belt at a number of  

UK DZs but mostly at my home  

DZ. No major incidents – a couple 

of off landings being the worst  

of my problems to date. I had  

72 jumps in the previous 12 

months, so not huge numbers  

but still current. I had taken a 

canopy handling course after  

about 120 jumps.

The tracking jump was fun  

and I was fully deployed under  

a Silhouette 190 at 3,100ft.  

First interesting note: I had been 

jumping a Pilot 168 for 26 jumps 

and had only gone back onto  

the 190 a few jumps before,  

having 110 jumps on it previously.

Having done my canopy drills 

and administration I found myself 

at the downwind side of the PLA. 

There was very little wind and 

I was in a holding area I used 

frequently when the wind was 

in the opposite direction. First 

misjudgment: I decided not to  

try and �y to the other side of  

the PLA, but to hold where I was 

and �y straight in to land.

The sky was clear around me. 

They were at the other end of the 

PLA, after all! I �ew towards the 

PLA a little and used the Accuracy 

trick to check I wouldn’t have 

any problems getting back. In 

fact, I judged that I was going to 

overshoot the PLA so, at around 

2,500ft, I made my second 

misjudgement: I deliberately lost 

some height by doing some S turns.

Having then rechecked using  

the Accuracy trick, I realised that  

I wasn’t going to make it back to 

the circle. This was not a problem;  

I was at the far end of the PLA  

and there was grass underneath 

me all the way to the circle. The 

early part of the PLA was divided 

into two fields with horses in them. 

Still not a problem; they were 

reasonably sized fields, big enough 

to land safely in. 

However, there were 

fences between them. Final 

misjudgement: good old-fashioned 

target fixation. As I got closer, 

those fences really grabbed 

my attention. One in particular 

just seemed to stay fixed in the 

centre of my vision because, of 

course, I was locked onto it. Third 

misjudgement: I could have done 

any number of things to get over 

the fence or (more safely) to drop 

short or even just turn and take a 

cross wind landing (very little wind, 

remember, so no big deal). Instead, 

I just kept fixed on the fence and, as 

we all know, if you keep looking at 

it, you will hit it. And so it was. 

F E N C E ?  
W H A T  

F E N C E ? 

The DZs given are the ones 

where the coach achieved 

their rating, but they may be 

available to coach at other DZs. 

Congratulations to all.

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

Jon Moulder, Blue Skies 

BASIC TRACKING COACH

Richard Pike, Weston 

Marian Tohanean, Chatteris 

Charles McNeil, JSPW(N)

CF COACH

Stephen Handley, APA

CP COACH

Joe Laming, Skydive Buzz

FS COACH

Paul Dewey, Langar

John Welsh, Peterlee

Sam Cordell, Skydive Algarve

Lydia Muller, Skydive Algarve

Dave Tee, Beccles

Michael Nisbet, Headcorn

Richard Hamer, APA

Sophie Harper, Hibaldstow

Magnum Tsang, Hibaldstow

Ionut-Lucian Ciofu, Hibaldstow

William Hanbury-Tenison, 

Swansea

Alex Lilburn, JSPW(N)

Russell Summers, Beccles

Holly Goodfield, Go Skydive 

FF COACH

Elise Sharp, APA 

Ming Chu, Hibaldstow

William Hanbury-Tenison, 

Swansea

TRACKING COACH

Alabama Shanker, APA

Ming Chu, Hibaldstow

David Fusaro, Hibaldstow

N E W  C O A C H E S

Being a good boy, once I realised 

what was going to happen I was far 

too low to turn, so kept the canopy 

on full drive, �ared and took the 

landing full on into the chest and 

legs. That hurt! I was winded and 

had that lovely few seconds of 

knowing that I would breathe again 

at some point, but wished it would 

be soon. Once I was breathing, I was 

up on my feet with a real pain in my 

chest and legs. Other jumpers were 

soon with me and back to the 

clubhouse we went. Having been 

checked by the ambulance crew 

(don’t they have a lot of gadgets in 

ambulances these days?) my heart 

was judged to be fine and I was left 

to patch my cuts and bruises. 

Lessons learned: always stick  

to your landing plan unless there 

are very good reasons not to.  

Being lazy isn’t one of them! 

Practise standard techniques 

frequently, not just when you need 

to rely on them. Target fixation 

really does work: look away and 

steer away! At the end of the day, 

a �at and level canopy will get you 

onto the ground safely and a large 

solid object will hurt, but far less 

than �ying hard into the ground 

after a low turn. Experience is a 

great thing, but don’t over-egg it 

and become complacent.

The Flying Vicar 

...who, incidentally, is interested  

to know whether there are any 

other skydiving ministers out there. 

Email the Mag if you know any and 

we’ll put you in touch!
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C H O P 

A N D 

C H A S E ?

We’ve all heard the bar stories. The guy who successfully 

caught a cutaway canopy in mid-air and delivered it safely  

back to its owner on the ground. The one who followed the 

freebag down. Perhaps we even have half a plan to do the  

same thing if we ever get the chance – help a friend, earn  

some beer, be a hero? But is it really such a great idea?

Most skydivers recognise that trying to catch kit in mid-air 

is particularly dangerous and wouldn’t dream of trying to do it. 

However, there are plenty of people who would see someone 

else cut away and allow it to lead to some poor decision-

making about what they did next.

There are likely to be three things to keep an eye on: the 

cutaway main, the freebag and the person under their reserve. 

In the case of a Skyhook or other MARD, the main and freebag 

may be linked together, making it easier to keep track of.

If you are under canopy while all this is going on, it could be 

tempting to want to help. However, there are several things you 

could innocently do that would actually make things worse. 

These include:

1) Watching the kit at the expense of watching where you’re 

going and flying a dangerous flight pattern or risking a canopy 

collision of your own – it is easy to become distracted.

2) Following the kit down and landing off. Now DZ control have 

to look after you as well, at a time when they might already be 

busy looking out for the person on their reserve – especially if 

they’ve landed off too.

Better ways you could be helpful include:

1) Do nothing. Just use your normal safe landing pattern, stay 

out of the way and let dropzone staff do their job. If there’s  

been a malfunction, chances are that everyone on the ground  

is watching it anyway – we skydivers are a nosy lot!

2) Turn your camera on and get footage of where cutaway kit 

lands. This can be helpful when going out looking for it later.  

If you wait on brakes while doing this, you can stay out of the 

way of other canopies and still land on the dropzone. Make a 

mental note of features near where it lands – hunting for a 

canopy “in line with the second tree, a third of the way across 

that �eld” is so more useful than one that’s “in the yellow �eld”.

3) If the person on their reserve lands on the dropzone but  

has a long walk back, you could land near them if it’s safe to 

do so. They’ll probably appreciate you checking they’re okay 

and will be grateful of the company so they can start telling 

their “No sh*t, there I was” stories!

Malfunction! Somebody’s 

chopped, so do you follow  

the kit, them or neither?

Reserve ride with cutaway  

main above, by Joe Mann 
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So there I was, backtracking away from a 

tandem. I rolled onto my belly and threw my 

pilot chute. All of a sudden, I felt an unfamiliar 

thud and saw the white material. I was faced 

with two canopies out at 3,500ft. My AAD had 

not fired, my reserve handle had not been pulled 

and my reserve closing loop was still intact –  

so what the hell happened and how did I react? 

The reserve closing loop was not loose when 

inspected on �ight-line and my gear did not 

appear to be damaged during the subsequent 

investigation. Bizarrely, none of the most 

obvious causes were to blame. In short, we still 

don’t know exactly what caused my reserve to 

deploy seconds after my main. However we can 

learn a lot by simply speculating. Together, we 

concluded that the most likely explanation was 

that I partially dislodged the reserve pin from 

the loop while moving around the aircraft and 

that the force of the main parachute deploying 

probably deployed the reserve. That explanation 

seems entirely plausible considering that I am 

6ft 1in and that we currently �y a Cessna 206! 

This was my first full season working camera 

at the Wild Geese and I have discovered how  

easy it is to let your guard down when in pursuit 

of the ‘money shot’. If there is a lesson to be 

learnt here, it is to remain totally aware of your 

surroundings – no matter your level of experience 

– and especially while filming tandems and 

positioning yourself in the door for exit. I for one 

will be extra vigilant as a result of this incident.

 

WITH THE BENEFIT OF HINDSIGHT...

As you can imagine, everyone at the DZ bar had 

their own opinions on how they might have dealt 

with a two-out situation at 3,500ft. The first 

question was “Why didn’t you down-plane and 

chop?” First and foremost, the consequences of 

chopping my main into my reserve didn’t seem 

very appealing at the time! Inducing a downplane 

was an idea that I contemplated as I �oated back 

to the DZ (it would’ve looked pretty badass), but 

who can actually say that they received formal 

training during ground school on how to safely 

induce and cutaway from a down-plane? I imagine 

many people haven’t! So, with both canopies 

�ying in a stacked (one-in-front) configuration,  

I made the decision to steer both canopies back 

to the DZ using gentle inputs on their back risers. 

The second question was “Why did you  

steer and �are on your risers and not your 

toggles?” To be honest, I reverted to my  

training and decided my priority was to keep 

both canopies �ying predictably and keep 

radical movement to a minimum. I personally 

felt that gentle riser inputs would serve me 

better and decided to leave my toggles stowed. 

The third question was “Why did you land in 

the only field completely covered in cowsh*t 

behind the hangar?!” I wasn’t really aiming  

for it but, to be fair, it did soften the landing!

Not everyone agrees that they would have 

dealt with a two-out situation in exactly the same 

way I did. Furthermore, the training that many  

of us have received over the years highlights  

a few grey areas for two-out situations that  

we as experienced skydivers need to discuss 

more. However, receiving the bill for a stained 

jumpsuit and a lost reserve freebag is a 

relatively small price to pay for a situation  

that could have turned out much worse.

T W O  C A N O P I E S 

O U T  A T  3 , 5 0 0 F T 

All pics by  

Rafal Kacpyrzk



DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS

DZ SPORTS LTD * HINTON AIRFIELD * BRACKLEY * NORTHANTS * NN13 5NS

VISIT US NOW!
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UPT 
- Vector V300
If you’re not a particularly big 
person, and you also happen 
to jump not particularly big 
canopies, finding a suitably 
sized container and a harness 
that fit you comfortably could 
be something of a challenge.

G
E

A
R

 Z
O

N
E

By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

Performance Designs –  
Packing tabs
Most of us now choose to pro pack and, if 
you never learned to �at pack, you may have 
always wondered what those tabs were for 
on your canopy. Well, if you hadn’t already 

guessed, they’re used in, well, �at packing. 
As so few people now use them, 

Performance Designs have made the decision 
to stop putting them on the majority of their 
canopies, with only the Navigator, Zero and 
Proxy (a BASE canopy) leaving their DeLand 
factory with them on. 

Of course, if you hanker after an age where 
the average packing hangar could only have 
two people packing at a time, PD will be happy 
to supply your new canopy with packing tabs. 
You just need to ask.

performancedesigns.com

Alti-2 – 
Chronos
UK-based altimeter wizards 
Alti-2 have just released 
their latest alti, the Chronos. 

Worn like a watch, the 
Chronos is a very small and 
lightweight digital alti that 
features the familiar Alti-2 
software, but with slightly 
cut down features. Although 
it can log jumps, they’re not 
currently user accessible. 
The plan is to release a 
smartphone app which 
will connect to the alti 
via Bluetooth and provide 
a host of extra features, 
including a logbook. 

It’s simple to use, and 
anyone who has ever used 
one of their digital altis will 
be pleased to see that the 
software follows the same 
easy-to-use system of 
button presses. 

Because we know 
matching colours save 
lives in skydiving, we can 
all rejoice that Alti-2 will be 
offering a number of different 
coloured straps for the 

Chronos. You can pick one 
when you buy it and they’re 
available separately for you 
to mix and match later.

If you’re looking for a 
small, British-made and easy 
to read and use digital alti, 
this may be the one for you. 
The clear screen makes it 
easy to see in freefall, and its 
weight makes it comfortable 
to wear on your wrist all day.

Available soon for £250 
from all the usual dealers.

alti-2.eu

Insta360 – One
As skydivers, we’re a vain 
bunch. There’s nothing we  
like more than a little ‘me TV’, 
so finding a new camera that 
can produce ever-improved 
and innovative camera angles 
is always of interest.

The next big thing is, without 
a doubt, 360˚ cameras and 
a few are already hitting the 
market. GoPro’s Fusion is 
coming out next year, though 
it’s got a pretty hefty price tag.

I’ve been playing with the 
new One from Insta360 in the 
meantime and, I’m not going  
to lie, it’s a game changer.  
This awesome little bit of  
kit packs two lenses into a 
small-form camera to create 
true 360˚ footage and stills.

4K video recording and 
24MP photos are just the start 
of the goodness, with the One 
offering 360˚ live streaming, 
time lapse recording, 

Bluetooth, six-axis image 
stabilisation and even a direct 
connection to an iPhone with a 
built-in Lightning connector. 

The clever stuff doesn’t 
stop there, with the real fun 
starting when you process 
your captures. Using the free 
software, and here’s where it 
really earns its keep, you can 
change how it looks from a  
full 360˚ panable image to  
a standard 16:9 format with 
the subject of your choice.  
This can be a super-wide 
image (think Little Big Planet-
style), regular-wide like a 
GoPro, or anything in between. 
Screwed up on a jump and 
think you filmed the wrong 
person? No problem, just 
select the right person in the 
sphere and the software will 
actively track them and create 
a video of them centre stage! 

One cool feature for when 
you’re on the ground is called 

‘bullet time’, which allows  
you to create a Matrix-style 
video capture as you swing  
the camera around your head 
on the included lanyard. 

You can output for VR 
goggles, 360˚ platforms  
like Facebook or just regular 
style letterbox video. The 
creative possibilities with this 
camera and quality of capture 
are incredible. Couple this  
with its $299 price tag and 
it moves into no-brainer 
territory. It’s a really well-built 
camera as well, something 
I wasn’t expecting with the 
price point, and it genuinely 
feels like it should be two or 
three times the price. 

It’s available direct from 
amazon.co.uk or their 
website, with new accessories 
including poles and waterproof 
casings coming soon.

insta360.com

Well, fear not. UPT have 
heard your ill-fitting calls 
for change and have now 

released the long-awaited 
V300 size of their popular 
Vector3 container. 

This has been in the 
wings for quite some time 
now, as it’s not just a case of 
making everything a little bit 
smaller. Under the guidance 
of the bearded wonder, the 
team had to make a number 
of significant changes to 
accommodate the smaller 
size of both the container 
and the harness, which 

also meant a whole new 
TSO certification.

I’ve tried it on and, trust 
me, it’s tiny. The hip rings 
articulated perfectly at my 
rib cage and I genuinely 

wasn’t sure how I was going 
to take it off.
The container is 9” wide, 

15.75” long, 5.5” thick, and will 
take mains ranging between 75 
sqft and 105 sq ft and reserves 
from 90 sq ft to 105 sq ft.

If you want one, you can 
order it now through any  
UPT dealer.

uptvector.com
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan
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3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0FB
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft

6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield, Dunkeswell, 
Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander
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8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Cessna Grand Caravan

PAGE 

73
15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire 
OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Cessna Caravan

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

19 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

20 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

21 Tilstock

Skydive Tilstock Freefall Club

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@skydivetilstock.co.uk
skydivetilstock.co.uk

Airvan
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22 Beccles Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

23 Sibson Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

24 Weston

RAF Weston on the Green,

Bicester, Oxford OX25 3TQ

Currently military only
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25 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.org
skydivecyprus.org 

PBN Piston Islander

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

9

CLUBZONE
AFFILIATED DZS AVAILABLE 
TO BPA MEMBERS – HOW 
MANY HAVE YOU JUMPED AT?
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1  Joe and Chris, by Laura

2  (L-R) Brian Heath, Alun 

Griffiths, George McGuinness, 

Mal Richardson, Ashton 

Hardman, Liam Hardman and 

Peter Dolbel. By Nigel O’Brien

3  Alec Flint, by Blair Stent

4  Hibaldstow Tracking group 

in action, by Karim Shokraee

5  Brian Cumming, by 

Jane Hopkins

6  Mark Walker, by 

Callum Kennedy
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BCPA

SAME OLD SONG  

AND DANCE
The BCPA year is off to a great start, with university clubs around 

the country working hard during the Freshers period to get lots more 

people hooked on our sport. We currently have more than 250 eager 

students signed up and taking their ground schools over the Christmas 

term, with more still coming through. There will be lots of new and 

excited faces knocking around your DZ, so make sure to say hi! 

As well as new people, we also have some new clubs that have joined 

the BCPA this year. This includes the University of Plymouth Skydiving 

Club, bringing a new group to the scene down at Dunkeswell, and 

Liverpool John Moore University Skydiving Club putting their first 

bunch of students through at Cark. A massive welcome to you guys 

and to the other university clubs that are starting up and affiliating 

with the BCPA this year.

Freshers! The first big event of the year happened over November 

18-19 and the usual BCPA carnage took place. It was great to meet 

the new skydivers from all over the country and we can’t wait to  

see more of you over the year! The theme for this year’s party 

definitely brought smiles to people’s faces. Freshers came as babies, 

the current uni students rocked their midlife crisis get-ups and those 

who had already graduated really showed their age by dressing as 

grandparents (there’s no denying it people, you’re old now). It’s great 

to see so many people getting in the BCPA spirit, so I’m looking 

forward to next time already.

Until then, don’t let the winter weather dampen your mood too much 

and we’ll see you in the New Year. 

Jacob Verlander

BECCLES

WHAT A YEAR!
It’s Skydive the Mag time again and there is no better way to start 

this report than to say what an excellent year we have had so far – 

lots of jumping, plenty of competitions and more great memories  

with our Beccles family. And we are only just getting started with 

more and more plans for next year! 

It’s nearly Christmastime, so I’m wishing you all a great festive season 

with family, friends and alcohol. I would like to say a special thank you 

to Nina Clarkson for organising the club jumpers’ do this year, which 

hopefully will be a great laugh.

In September, we had our first 4-way Speed competition, organised by 

Danny French. It went down great, so I would like to say a special thanks 

to all the club jumpers that showed up for the competition, with a round 

of applause to Lee Harding, Mark King, Pam Hawes and Sara Rourke for 

claiming first place and to Frenchy for organising everything. 

Javi has been keeping busy in the sky and on the ground, helping 

people obtain their TR1 qualifications while getting more rigging 

practice in the downtimes. It’s good to see someone with a pure  

love for the sport – you are definitely making a difference.

With this year ending very soon, I hope you are all planning your  

2018 skydiving season and looking forward to the future events  

we are holding at UK Parachuting. Over and out!

Callum Kennedy

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Lucy Abbey, Aislinn Cooper, David 

Cranna, Will Prior, Sam Waylen, Paul Wicks   

CH2/JM1  Jaz Bruce, Henry Digby, Paul Flemans, Lisa Lungley  FS1  Lucy 

Abbey, Jaz Bruce, Lee Cogman, Lee Hampson, Sam Waylen  FF1  Peter Boone, 

Cameron Gunn, Karl Thackeray  FF2  Peter Boone  CP1  Callum Kennedy  

TR1  Ross Fisher, Paul Flemans, Cameron Gunn, Aron Stewart, Karl Thackeray  

TR2  Peter Boone  TR3  Peter Boone  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Jaz Bruce, Henry 

Digby, Paul Flemans, Lisa Lungley  200  Jordan Bate  500  Sam Warburton  

800  James Brooke, Callum Kennedy  1,300  Maximus Meridius  16 HOURS 

IN FREEFALL  Mark Walker 

BLACK KNIGHTS

A YEAR OF PROGRESS
Put those shorts away and get the thermals out, winter has arrived! 

Weather permitting, we are only jumping Friday-Sunday and the last 

jumping day of 2017 will be December 16 before the Christmas Party, 

so see you then! We will then reopen at the end of January and have 

our annual safety day on January 28.

Despite poor weather and storms in October, there were plenty of 

achievements and progression from our club jumpers. Murray, Marc 

and Jakub all received their FS1 and Warren Farrell has achieved  

his A Licence. The BKPC Tunnel nights in October and November  

were a hit as usual, with lots of progression. Keep an eye out on the 

Club page for dates next year and get involved.

We had our Bonfire Night on November 4, which was a big hit.  

Thanks to Phil and Elliot for the spectacular firework display,  

which was enjoyed by many. 

A big thank you goes to all our club members for their continued 

support this year and all the staff for their hard work and 

commitment. We would also like to thank Will Cooke, Trevor  

Hookings and Brian Cumming for running their big-way events  

here this year and all the other FS coaches who have helped with 

coaching throughout the year. Of course, special thanks go to  

Mark Lord for organising all of the events. 

Keep an eye out over the next few months for next year’s events on 

our Facebook page.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Felix

ACHIEVEMENTS
AFF GRADUATE  Warren Farrell  CAT8/CH1  Judit 

Kardos  CH2/JM1  Natalie Henry, Marc Speight, 

Murray Speight  FS1  Natalie Henry, Marc Speight, Murray Speight  FF1  

Elliot Mitchell  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Natalie Henry, Marc Speight, Murray 

Speight  100  Natalie Henry, Stuart Milne  200  Karl Goodwin, Shane Hale, Steve 

Miller  400  Geoff Akien  500  Brad Needham  600  Mark Lord  900  Levi Hamill  

1,300  Dave Bloomfield  1,500  Ruth Morrison  1,900  Elliot Mitchell  2,000  

Jack Felsted  THREE HOURS IN FREEFALL  Karl Goodwin, Steve Miller  FIVE 

HOURS IN FREEFALL  Phil Murray  11 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Mick Doherty  

12 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Levi Hamill  30 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Jack Felstead

NEWS
 The 

theme for 
this year’s 
Freshers! 
party 
definitely 
brought 
smiles to 
people’s 
faces. 
Freshers 
came as 
babies, 
current 
students 
rocked  
mid-life crisis 
get-ups and 
graduates 
dressed as 
grandparents
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BLACK KNIGHTS

Smiles in the sun,  

by Phil Symons

BECCLES

FS1 success  

for Sam Waylen  

with Danny
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BRIDLINGTON

DIVING IN FOR  

GOOD CAUSES
So the past few months have proved interesting, thanks to Storm 

Brian and Storm Ophelia… as no skydiver ever said!

We have been plagued by high winds and inclement weather. 

However, we have still managed to complete some awesome  

jumping and meet some great people. Batman and Robin (a.k.a.  

Taff and Lorraine) completed their tandem skydives in full outfit, 

including nappies in the event of an unfortunate accident. They were 

jumping for neuroblastoma, a condition affecting their grandchild. 

They raised a significant amount of money and brought along half  

of Yorkshire to watch them complete their tandem skydive.

We also had the pleasure of facilitating jumps for three generations  

of the same family for progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP). They 

were part of a 12-strong group who were an absolute pleasure. 

As we approach the colder season, we have finished Friday jumping 

and are now only open on weekends until December 3, when we will 

close for maintenance and a well-earned rest. We will reopen from 

January 6.

Our very own Darren Glover has been coaching the regular jumpers in 

tracking lately, ensuring they have their TR1 stickers and organising 

jumps. Darren is a Canopy Piloting Coach, swooper and VFS guru so, if 

anyone is seeking some high-level coaching, you know where we are. 

Our pilot James Cook (yes, we have a Captain Cook) has now secured 

a commercial pilot’s job with Eastern Airways, which is fabulous  

news for them but not so great for us. James has been a reliable  

staff member for the past two years and is a much-loved character 

around the centre. We wish James well on his new journey and he  

will be missed. 

 Sara Orton 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Sophie O’Connor  TR1  Eric Bowie  JUMP 

NUMBERS  50  Sophie O’Connor  4,000  Blair Stent 

CARK

LOOKING FORWARD  

TO 2018
The bad weather came as we started to ramp up our student 

progression following the freshers’ fairs. Congratulations go to all  

uni committee members for your sterling recruitment techniques. 

Finally, the mid-week weather came good and the resurfacing of  

our WWII runway was underway. After rollers, asphalt and many 

passes up and down the runway, we now have a new surface for 

Alpha Yankee to launch from. 

Our expansion and refurbishment continue. With the office moved  

to its temporary location, the groundworks have been completed in 

preparation for the new office suite. Site manager Mike and his team 

have redesigned the space, removed tonnes of turf and replaced it 

with hardcore. This now provides us with more space for instruction 

and is more pleasing on the eye with art décor timber fascia around 

the old air raid shelters.

We have our first mini boogie in April when FOXY comes to play for  

a four-day stint. We hope you all saw the Facebook details and we  

will keep you updated on what we have planned for the two aircraft. 

We hope you all will be able to join us for a fab few days.

By the time you read this, we will have had our Christmas bash. 

Thanks go to Kay for arranging this – organising skydivers when 

money is required is a nightmare, as are table and room choices…

Thanks also go from Stuart, Mike, Martine and Kay to our members, 

university committees, Instructors, packers, riggers, cameraflyers, 

refuellers, manifesters, Jan in the canteen and our gorgeous admin 

girls. We have had a great year of skydiving and will have plenty more 

next year with a few improvements. 

May we wish you all a great Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Stu Morris 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Joe Clift,  Brian Smith  WS1  Jordan 

Dickinson  JUMP NUMBERS  600  Alec Hennis  

4,000  John Howard

CHATTERIS

*MIC DROP*
The traditional Chatteris Autumn trip abroad was a success this 

year, with a group of regulars heading to the Algarve just in time for 

SkySavers week. Unfortunately, we did leave behind Graham Ablett 

– who we missed dearly! We enjoyed incredible views in perfect 

weather with incredible jumps to match. After jumping, we took to  

the restaurants and bars, finding ourselves singing karaoke (the brave 

ones did, anyway). We somehow managed to get along with a few 

troublesome Sibson regulars and ended up holding hands in the sky  

CARK

Joe Clift exits,  

by Duncan

CHATTERIS

Fwiends in Algarve, 

by James Moran
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in an eventful 14-way, resulting in some hilarious footage.

The Christmas Party will take place in our wonderful clubhouse  

on December 16, where we are eagerly anticipating the hog roast  

followed by some karaoke – which seems to be becoming a  

tradition. I’m sure everyone will enjoy listening to it... 

Well done to all the fun jumpers who made it to £12 tickets this  

year; let the race continue next year. The dropzone will be closed  

from December 16-February 10, so see you again in the New Year! 

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Rodion  FS1  Dave Edmondson  

FF1  Bobby Islam  TR1  Max Fuller, Bobby Islam  

WS1  Marian Tohanean  JUMP NUMBERS  300  James Moran, Matt Summers, 

James Rosling  500  Alison Peock  1,000  Kenny Baker

CYPRUS

THE ISLANDER’S  

LAST BOOGIE
The Islander’s last Boogie took place on October 6-8 2017. It had 

been flying since 1989 and was still going strong, so we invited the 

best in FS and FF coaching and we were honoured that Milko, Siân 

Stokes, Ally Milne, Peter Hutchinson and Ming Chu joined us! 

From sunrise until sunset, we broke the Islander’s record of lifts  

per day and saw amazing progression from all club members.  

On Saturday night, we had a party with Cyprus Meze, a DJ and  

lots of dancing. A huge thank you goes to all the staff of the  

parachute branch and the Cyprus Parachute Association for  

making this happen.

We didn’t stop there, though. We had Flight-101 and 102 courses  

the following weekend with the incredible Brian Vacher! We also  

had fun at the Cyprus 4-way Nationals in November.

Until then, blue skies! 

Chris Haughin 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Elias Giorgiallis, Ashley Street  

CH2/JM1  Lou Adkin  FS1  George Akritas  

FF1  Terry Hughes  TR1  Ryan Clark, Gemma Perkins, Chris Rose  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Lou Adkin  100  Chris Rose  200  Graeme Cleave  

500  Pavlou Nicolas  700  Soupy Campbell

HEADCORN

MAKING A SPLASH
We have been making water jumps into our local reservoir since 

1981 and this year was no exception. Headcorn is one of the few 

centres that still organise these and, whereas anyone could make  

a water jump in the old days (and yes, we did drop a first-timer in  

there many years ago) you now have to have B Licence as you will  

be jumping without an AAD and RSL. As the maximum exit altitude 

due to airspace is 3,500ft, most people want a bit of experience under 

their belt before they throw themselves out at that height with no 

altimeter or AAD.

Over the years, we have collected old kit that has been donated to  

us and we keep this and pack it once a year just for this purpose.  

Most of this kit originally had round reserves but they are now  

written off and all the water jump kit has square reserves. A lot  

of the mains are old seven-cells, which open nicely at sub-terminal 

and also give modern jumpers a taste of ‘old school’.

We are lucky that we have built up a great relationship with the 

management team at the reservoir, who make the boat crew 

available. They enjoy us doing these jumps as much as the jumpers  

do making them. Every year there are always some ‘firsts’, but a lot  

of our members have jumped there two or three times.  

We always tow an inflatable whale behind the main boat and this is 

the target. Lots of people have come close to hitting it and, although 

Jane and Pete are the only two who have actually landed on it, neither 

of them managed to stay astride.

Some years, we have a fancy dress theme and this year Brian 

Cumming decided Santa Claus was the right attire so he could get  

the right shot for his Christmas cards!

In other news, it is a big well done to Lauren Lewis who has finally 

qualified for her A Licence, having achieved her Level 1 in 2015!

Jane 

ACHIEVEMENTS
AFF GRADUATE  Nathan Robinson, Mikael 

Seguin-Cadiche  CAT8/CH1  Tony Barnes, 

Shaun Dyer, Lauren Lewis, Chris Shortall, Chelsea Tooley, Jack Upstone   

JUMP NUMBERS  400  Hazel Peto

HIBALDSTOW

A STORMING END  

TO THE YEAR
It’s autumn, which means pretty coloured leaves, warm jumpers 

and lots and lots of thermals. Thankfully for us, our Caravan comes 

with heaters and a very efficient pilot. Although the weather has been 

against us, with the wind blowing a howling ‘Gail’, Storms Aileen, 

Ophelia and Brian could not stop us jumping hard during the breaks  

in the hurricanes! 

CYPRUS 

By George Kakkis 

HEADCORN

Brian Cumming,  

by Clem Quinn
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Ally Milne and Matty Mitchell turned up to the DZ with their slick 

haircuts, tiny rigs and a huge bunch of angle flyers. Their season  

finale went down a treat, ending the day with a sunset wingsuit  

rodeo and angle tracking jump, all in one. 

Our list of FS coaches at Skydive Hibaldstow is getting bigger and 

bigger. The incredible Stubert put together a Coaching for Coaches 

event, helping people who want to be FS coaches progress. Massive 

congratulations go to Dean Masters, Luu Ciofu, Sophie Harper, 

Magnum Tsang and Kat Konstanti for achieving their FS coaching 

rating. As well as the Coaching for Coaches event, Stu has been  

busy with the meet and greet event. People from all over came 

together to set up teams for next year. It looks as though Hibaldstow 

teams are going to be strong in 2018!

As well as FS coaches, Hibaldstow threw some ratings into the mix. 

Liam Goddard achieved his AFFI, so huge congratulations go to him, 

while Brad Dimmock and Danny Overeem became Tandem Instructors 

– well done, guys.

Lots of personal growth has been taking place at Hib lately with  

Steve Cass and Charlie Vaughan gaining their A Licences, Lucy 

Parsons getting her FS1 and Rob Johns and Jeni Berri completing 200 

jumps and their well-deserved C Licences! 

With the days getting shorter and the weather getting colder, come 

down to Hib and make the most of the short days… and maybe have  

a cuppa to warm up afterwards. 

Sophie Harper

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Steve Cass, Charlie Vaughan  

FS1  Lucy Parsons  WS1  Eric Valentanavics  

TR1  Rich Dunn, Eric Valentanavics  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Jeni Berri, 

Rob Johns, Danny Overeem  24 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Liam Goddard

JERSEY

CLUB STARS IN  

AIR DISPLAY
The big news in September was our participation in the Jersey 

International Air Display! Sadly, the wind was howling 30-plus 

knots so exiting the aircraft wasn’t an option, but to have a 

highly prized slot in the display was a real achievement. 

With our trusty pilot Brian Heath up for the challenge, Mal 

Richardson and George McGuinness did some outstanding 

waving from the Cessna, trailing smoke to wow the crowd  

and let them know that Skydive Jersey are display-ready.  

We just need some luck with the weather next year so we  

can show spectators some parachutes in flight.

The local 4-way team are dedicated to progressing. With a 

recent trip to the Algarve, they dropped in 22 training jumps, 

have tunnel trips lined up for next year (until we get a local  

wind tunnel, anyone? Bueller?) and have a trip to the west 

coast of the USA next year for more training. If you’re  

interested in following the team’s progress, check out 

jerseyformationskydiving.org.

The 2017 boogie video is out in the wild, so please visit our 

Facebook page for the links.

Night jumps are planned for November to give us a different 

view of our twinkling rock in the English Channel. 

Nigel O’Brien

ACHIEVEMENTS
TR1  Alun Griffiths  TR2  Alun Griffiths  

JUMP NUMBERS  300  Claire Louise Allen 

800  Joe Kennedy 

LANGAR

WINTER 

SHUTDOWN? US?
We’ve been busy with the university static line season, 

introducing hundreds of new skydivers to our sport and 

welcoming the BCPA for their Freshers event in November.

We’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of the 

Langar teams who have had a great season. 4mula, Chimera 

and Pajama Pumas (FS), Parallel Freefly (FF) and Angry Birds 

(WS) all brought home medals and we’re proud they call us 

home. We have coaches available in most disciplines, so get  

in touch if you want to hone those skills and keep an eye  

on next year’s events calendar for more skills camps and 

coaching events.

In October, several Langar jumpers headed to Eloy in  

Arizona for the Sequential Games, setting a new World  

Record three-point 217-way formation. Congratulations to  

all involved, particularly Langar staff Will Cooke, Ally Milne  

and Gary Wainwright.

The clocks have changed, the nights have drawn in and the 

season is done, but we don’t go into hibernation at Langar. 

We’re open all year round, so keep an eye on that forecast and 

head down to jump with us any day except Christmas Day itself!

Chris Judd

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Johannes Helmling  

CAT8/CH1  Amit Vasudeva, Christopher 

Farmer, Elisabeth Forsyth, Oliver Forsyth, Tom Kinsley  FS1  Scott Brettle, 

Dave Charles, Wayne Garrod  FF1  Tim Johnson, Alice Marshall, 

Mina Saweres  WS1  Mark Ellis  TR1  Michael Swann  TR2  Danni 

Gregory  TR3  Dylan Morris-Roberts  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Wayne 

Garrod  100  Jodie-Leigh Foster  700  Matt Cumming, Ryan Garner, 

Pete Harries  1,500  Linley Ewing  2,000  Ryan Briddon  ONE HOUR 

IN FREEFALL  Sara Anderson, Sonia Holland 

HIBALDSTOW 

Hibaldstow  

wingsuit rodeo, by 

Karim Shokraee
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NETHERAVON

A SEASON OF 

SUNSETS
It seems like the best weather this autumn has been at the end of 

each jumping day. October finished with an epic 1,000th jump for 

Jamie Kinniburgh at our Freefly and Tracking Progression Weekend. 

Congratulations to Jamie on one of the best sunset loads of the year.

October’s FF Progression event combined the high skill level of  

our regular jumpers with the developing skills of new freeflyers.  

The result was an awesome weekend with 17 jumpers making up  

four coached and organised groups. Over the past two months, we 

have had three Progression and Coaching FF events and more are 

planned for the future.

The Netheravon FS1 Coaching group has continued to inspire and 

mentor new skydivers through their continuation training and this 

autumn ended with us counting FS1 graduates by the dozen!

The FS Big-way community at Netheravon is under the watchful  

eye of Trevor Hooking, who has planned events right up until the  

end of the year. 

PD Flight-1 courses have been some of the most popular this year. 

The last two months have seen four fully booked events, including  

the Flight-201 and -202 modules. These modules are for more 

experienced canopy pilots and graduates of the first course. They  

are scheduled in as demand requires so, if you would like a place,  

don’t hesitate to contact PD instructor Wez Westley or the APA  

office and register your interest.

There has also been plenty of wingsuit progression this autumn 

thanks to the growing number of wingsuit coaches. Well done to  

Tony Parker for getting his WS Coach rating and to Amii Caliway  

for being his brave first student. By the time this goes to press, the 

Wingsuit World Cup will have been held in the USA. Congratulations  

to Nethers jumper Colin Preece for his participation – we hope you  

had a great competition.

We’ve had a Scary Social Scene recently with the annual Halloween 

Horror Party. A special mention has to go out to Clint and Chris, who 

exceeded in the fancy dress department by taking the traditional cat 

costume to a new height – or, should we say, depth! The next party  

is our Christmas Knees Up, which will be held in the hangar bar this 

year on December 9. There’s going to be a complimentary buffet, 

Glühwein and karaoke plus special Christmas prices at the bar. 

The last day of jumping this season will be December 16 2017. We 

look forward to seeing you back at Netheravon on February 3 2018  

for the start of another great year. Merry Christmas to everyone at  

the Army Parachute Association and thanks for all the jumps!

Elana Cain

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Anthony Behan, Anthony Gilham, 

Rob Gittoes, Tom Medhurst  CH2/JM1  Mark Rayiru, 

Victoria Tomlin, Louise Adkin  FS1  Louise Adkin, Quentin Barbeau, Iain Grant  

FF1  Quentin Barbeau, Iain Grant  CH1  Nigel Holland  WS1  Amii Calway, 

Wayne Collier, Rich Haimer, Pat HcHugh  TR2  Si Goodman  JUMP NUMBERS  

50  Louise Adkin, Mark Rayiru, Victoria Tomlin  200  Graham Glass, Kat Owen, 

Simon Trew  300  Jeremy Millward  500  Amii Calway, Claire Humphries  

700  Graham Jackson, Stuart Sneddon  900  Tony Parker  1,000  Colin Jenkins, 

Jamie Kinniburgh  TEN HOURS IN FREEFALL  Graham Jackson, Tony Parker, 

Jonathan Smith  12 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Si Goodman, Iain Rutherford

PETERLEE

ALL SET TO FLY HIGH
We have awesome news to report for the start of the 2018 

season. The deposit is paid and the installation arranged for the  

Texas Turbine engine upgrade to C208UP, so it will be 15 people  

to 15k in 15 minutes. Woohoo!

It’s great to see so many new faces at Peterlee at the minute. 

Freshers’ weeks have been a great success and have so far resulted  

in Category System courses for both Newcastle and Durham, with 

some having managed to find a window in the unfriendly weather to 

complete their first jumps. Stick with it guys, it really is worth the wait.

The AFF School has also been busy, completing a healthy number  

of first jump courses and introducing more new jumpers to the  

sport, including their youngest student to date – Ethan Smith, who 

successfully completed Level 1 with Shell Meakins and Iain Anderson. 

It was a 16th birthday present from his dad and he is now planning to 

carry on and finish the full course.

Lots of fun was had at the recent Halloween party, organised by  

Shell Meakins. We couldn’t make it due to our holiday, but judging  

by the photographic evidence a great deal of effort went into the 

costumes. Well done to those you attended and particularly those  

who came in fancy dress.

Congratulations go to Peter Hutchinson, who recently took part in  

the 43-way European Head Up Record. Nice one, Peter.

Simon Minto and Lisa Stephenson

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Mark Fox, Mary Sunter  FS1  Mark Fox  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Mark Fox, Mary Sunter  

700  Peter Hutchinson

PETERLEE

Ethan Smith, 

gaining his AFF 

Level 1 aged 16, by 

Richie Smith

NETHERAVON

Si Goodman, by  

Wez Westley

CLUB ZONE

POPS

STILL GOT IT
DC3 JUMPS

The opportunity to jump an iconic aircraft like a DC3 does not come 

along very often. When an invitation was received from French POPS 

skydiver Patrick Carre to make a DC3 jump, three British Team Mayhem 

members – Neill Plummer, Wayne Collier and myself – jumped (pun 

intended) at the chance.

Patrick, a French skydiver who lives in Normandy, frequently organises 

beach jumps in Normandy over the D-Day weekend in June onto the 

invasion beaches. On this occasion, the jump was to be on the Feast 

Day of Saint Michael (the patron saint of parachutists) onto Mont St 

Michel in Normandy. To be more precise, the landing zone was the 

concrete car park in front of the Mont and the mud surrounding it 

when the tide was out.

The Air France DC3 dropped 95 jumpers in five loads, staged from 

Caen-Carpiquet Airport. The first two loads were ‘Old Timers’, civilians 

wearing WWII American kit and jumping their own American MC1 
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steerable static line parachutes. Some even jumped WWII British leg 

bags. The third load was mixed static liners and freefallers. The final 

two loads were freefallers.

We jumped just under the cloud base at 5,000ft and all landed in  

the mud, not wishing to risk a landing on the concrete.

Paul French

UK POPS BRITISH/EUROPEAN RECORD ATTEMPT 2017

On an overcast Monday morning on September 11 2017, 37 skydivers 

from all around the UK met at 0800hrs at Langar Airfield to try  

and break the British/European Relative Work Skydiving Record.  

After the morning’s brief, aircraft allocation and formation slots, 

documents and kit were checked.

Between September 11-15, the allocated aircraft were three Cessna 

Grand Caravans with a PAC XL 750 joining the fleet on Wednesday. 

The drops were to take place from Flight Level 150.

After the day’s formalities on Monday, the group was stood down  

due to the weather. However, only two jumps were made on Tuesday 

with a deterioration in the weather for formation flying. The group 

tried for a 37-way on each of those jumps, but the formation did not 

complete. However, the weather was not on our side and further 

jumping was put on hold.

Wednesday was another bad weather day, with Thursday giving the 

group three more jumps out of the two Grand Caravans and the PAC.

The group – now 40-strong – built a 29-way which was quite close  

to becoming a lot larger. Some of those who did not get in flew to  

their assigned slots and, with great discipline, waited for some of the 

others to dock. This showed good RW discipline. For the youngsters 

reading the Mag, RW = FS! Sadly, the record was not achieved on this 

occasion either and the group was stood down on Friday. 

A lot of hard work was done by Event Organiser Jack Felstead, for 

which we are all grateful. Without his stamina and dedication to 

resolve all of the administrative matters and get the group together, 

we would not even have had the opportunity to try. Special thanks 

must also go to all the pilots, aircraft load captains, DZ staff and 

Angela and Dave Hickling for their hospitality, without whose help  

we would not have been able to operate. The canteen did a great  

job feeding all the POPs too, so a big thank you goes to them.

A great time was had by all. Thanks everyone.

Les Cooper (Cameraman)

D2637  

READING

SCREAM IF YOU WANT 

TO GO FASTER
Hi everyone! Well, we’ve swooped into the final part of our season 

at LPS and it’s all over beautifully. The last sunset load of the day  

was on October 29, so we packed up the DZ, bade our farewells and 

made plans for meet-ups at other DZs until we re-group and do it all 

again next year.

With a Tunnel Scrambles planned for the end of November, there are 

bound to be some good pics and stories for the next edition of the Mag. 

So what has happened since last time? BIG news is that Tony Lennard 

has got a car, so he can get to the DZ without using trains and leg 

power. The two-hour round trip each time shows dedication. All we 

need to do now is convince him that he CAN pack and that he doesn’t 

need to take a new packing test due to a one-month gap between 

pack jobs. 

Gokhan Gunaydin has got his B Licence, along with Trystan Allen  

and Jaroslaw Zwierzykovski. Matthew Stevens, who is turning into  

as much of a jump hog as his dear mother, has notched up 100  

jumps and stealthily tracked his way to being a holder of a shiny  

TR1 sticker for his Licence book.

A HUGE list of thank yous go to our Tandem Instructor team and 

packers, who have worked their socks off this season. We have been 

led by our wonderful Chief Instructor Jay Webster, who is always 

developing, coaching and nurturing our skydivers the whole time  

he’s at the DZ. We are grateful for his experience and his knowledge 

for making the DZ safer and helping us improve our skills. Dorian  

has offered up some good FS coaching and it’s nice having him  

around the DZ too. 

We’ve been lucky enough to have not one but three female Tandem 

Instructors on our team this year, so welcome to Becky, Freya and 

Olga – we hope to see more of you all next year. Our clubbies have 

been growing and Roger, Katie, Kim, Chris, Josh, Matthew, Stef,  

Debs, Trystan and the gang were lucky enough to get a bonus  

big-way load organised by visiting instructor Milko. Thanks to him, 

everyone learned from the experience and had a great time. 

As always, #MarkClayton has continued to be awesome and has 

reached celebrity status, taking a Heart FM radio presenter on a 

tandem skydive and gaining proof (on an audio feed) that he was 

 The 
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actually able to make a woman scream for 30 seconds. Am I allowed 

to write that? Oh, I already did! I was referring to her enjoyment of 

freefall, of course. Safeguarding training has reached our DZ as well, 

you know! 

I suppose I’d best thank Katrina for manifesting all year with the  

new electronic manifesting system. Her patience has reached new 

heights! Carla, Hayley, Emma, Lydia and the rest of the admin girls 

have also had much hilarity in the office, mostly coping with Emma’s 

‘emissions’. Martin is issuing facemasks for next year. 

Thanks also to the camera team for some awesome work. 

The sad news is that ‘Ma Julie’ is selling her burger van and we  

will have a new provider of refreshments for next season. Thank  

you to Julie, Andrea, Hayley and Janet Potter for keeping us all  

fed and watered all year. #baps

The AGM is going to be a thing, so LPS have a table booked and our 

party pants at the ready! Whoo hoo!

See you all soon. The new season kicks off at the end of  

February 2018.

Annie Lewis

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Trystan Allen, Gokhan Gunaydin, 

Jaroslaw Zwierzykovski  TR1  Matthew Stevens  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Trystan Allen, Gokhan Gunaydin, Jaroslaw Zwierzykovski  

100  Matthew Stevens

SIBSON

WELCOME TO THE 

GREAT INDOORS
It’s been a mixed few weeks at Skydive Sibson, with the weather 

often stopping us from playing in the sky. Despite this, much fun  

has still been had. Let’s face it, nowadays even if we can’t jump due  

to our famously inconsistent climate, we can still fly indoors. And 

that’s exactly what eight (yes, eight!) Sibson teams have done since 

the last club news, all competing at Revenge 2017 at Twinwoods 

Adventure. Seriously, I think we’re all a bunch of magpies because 

bling is very much in this season – no fewer than four teams won 

medals, including Vantage (AA Gold), Back4Revenge (AA Bronze), 

Poor4Cast (A Gold) and Best Served Cold (A Bronze). Well done to 

everyone who took part, and for some awesome flying all round.

Elsewhere, the complement of FS Coaches continues to grow with 

Hannah Cooper gaining her rating and there’s a few more coaches 

coming through too. Several jumpers have also graduated from  

solo status recently, so well done to Becs, Toril, Niall and Jenny  

for nailing your FS1s – now the fun really begins! We also welcomed 

Owen Burbidge back to jumping after a three-year lay-off, which  

really just begs one question: What took you so long?

So what else has been happening? Despite the weather scuppering 

the final Sibson Scrambles of the year, this year’s fancy dress 

Halloween party was certainly one to remember. Gemma did a  

great job of organising the event and keeping the drinks flowing,  

Russ continued to showcase his talents with an ice-carved skull  

vodka luge (yes really) and Jake stomped into the bar as the grim 

reaper... on stilts. Despite the consumption of more shots than  

Geordie Steve has done jumps this year, no trips to A&E – 

miraculously – were required. But there’s still time as the Christmas 

party hasn’t happened yet, which is guaranteed to be epic as the event 

is a complete sell-out  – nice one for organising Katie Wilkinson. Oh 

and Nick Davison? – enjoy your sad pint in the Black Horse, fella!

As the season winds down, it’s worth noting that the club is operating 

right up to  December 10, weather permitting. Think it’s a bit cold up 

there? Man up, buttercup, put on your thermals and come and play…

Matt Brown

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Fabrizio Colonna, Kallie Dickens  

FS1  Toril Bugge, Jenny Morrison, Niall Power, 

Becca Start  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Fabrizio Colonna, Kallie Dickens  100  

Fabrizio Colonna  200  Richard Owen  900  Aiden Chaffe, Blanaid O’Sullivan

 Russ 
continued to 
showcase 
his talents 
with an ice-
carved skull 
vodka luge  
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No Photoshop 
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photo, honest! Del 

Hopkins with Maya, 

by Tim Plummer

SWINDON

Joe and Chris,  

by Laura

SWINDON

THE HILLS  

ARE CALLING
Out to prove that we are more than a tandem dropzone, the last 

Friday of the season was dedicated to our club jumpers and they 

made full use of the opportunity to send our Airvan into the skies 

again and again and again. It was great to see some old faces come  

to visit, including Ian Adam and Birdy (who did their 200th and 900th 

jumps respectively). Mark James showed off his newly acquired 

big(ish)-way skills as various formations were attempted, and Simon 

Cresdee guest starred in some Freefly and Tracking jump tomfoolery. 

New stickers and jump numbers were being earned like people 

actually wanted to buy beer! 

Ian Gerrish and Ellie Bramer were half of the bronze medal-winning 

Rookie team at the ESL, which was swiftly followed by Ian, Jim,  

Julia, Sarah and Chrissy all competing and doing rather well in  

their respective categories at the Bodyflight Revenge competition. 

These Redlands clubbies have got some skills! While we are 

congratulating, a big well done to Chrissy for completing her  

second marathon on the shores of Loch Ness. 

The legend that is Ricky Capanni has deserted us for a new life with 

his lovely lady Leanne in the wilds of Scotland. We shall miss your 

cries of “wee half” over the packing floor, but wish you well in your 

new life. By the way, we are all coming to yours for our club walking 

weekend this year. That’s okay, right? 

Jenny Bouquet 

ACHIEVEMENTS
FF1  Darrell Gibson, Ian Gerrish, Joe Saunders, Arthur 

Smith  JUMP NUMBERS  200  Ian Adam, Mandy 

Clements, Joe Saunders, Ronnie Shalom  800  Laura Bamford  900  Jason Bird
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OLD DOGS,  
NEW TRICKS
Well, it’s been a funny old autumn but, among all the silliness the 

weather threw at us, we continued to have some fun.

We’ve seen a few old dogs back in the sky. Ron Lesley and  Rob Siree 

made their restart with a gentle 2-way, which is one way of doing it… 

Another, somewhat younger, jumper came back with a little more flair 

and finesse. Welcome back Patty O’Doors, after a  three-year 

childbearing lay-off. I’m pleased to say that young Master O’Doors was 

there to witness mum’s comeback. I wonder when he’ll start jumping?

Some of our jumpers have been on their travels to track down some 

decent jumping weather, with Gareth Saunders turning his search  

into something of a world tour: Příbram in the Czech Republic,  

Teuge in Netherlands and Zephyrhills in Florida, although that was  

his honeymoon! Congratulations from all of us!

Adam Roberts started jumping with us as a wee young thing and now 

he’s graduated to… being a wee young thing. He’s actually younger 

than some other members’ grandchildren. However, his skydiving has 

come a long way and he clocked his 300th jump recently, celebrating 

by starting to fly a shiny new tracking suit and thoroughly enjoying it.

Rich Scott returned from his exile in Canada, looking fit, well and 

happy, to gain his TR1 on his last jump on the penultimate day  

before his return to the frozen wastes. Congratulations to Rich  

and a big thank you to Rachel O’Hara who gave up her slot on  

that jump so Rich could have a crack at TR1. As she said, that  

was his last day with us but she’ll be here for ever.

A big hello goes to Tom, along with our best wishes to you for your 

recovery after a rather bumpy landing.

With the nights drawing in, we’ll continue to get jumps in when we  

can and hope for some clear blue winter skies. We are also looking 

forward to the Christmas bash, taking place this year in Shrewsbury.

Thank you to all our club members who have persevered with the 

weather this year and kept hammering on in the sure and certain  

hope that blue skies will eventually appear! Our last day of jumping  

in 2017 will be December 16 and we will reopen on February 2.

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
TR1  Rich Scott  JUMP NUMBERS  300  

Adam Roberts  500  Dan Cope  900  Dave Gordon  

1,400  Jim Coupe  TWO HOURS IN FREEFALL  Gary Bradshaw  FOUR HOURS 

IN FREEFALL  Rich Scott

WESTON

GOODBYES AND 
HELLOS
We would like to say a fond farewell to our Chief Pilot Mike Westwood. 

After 16 years of service at Weston, he has handed the reins over to 

Grant Richards. Mike, however, will still be seen at Weston because  

he has been given responsibilities for the operation of the airfield.

We are also saying a fond farewell to Becky Hill, who is leaving us and 

going back to the world of military parachuting. Chris Duffy is joining 

the team, so we wish Becky the best of luck and a big welcome goes 

to Chris.

As the season draws to a close at Weston-on-the-Green, the Instructors 

have been busy gearing up for the annual AFF course. Students from 

across the military will have a three-week window in which to gain their 

A Licences, so fingers crossed for blue and warm skies! 

Freya Lees

WILD GEESE

NO BANANAS  
WERE HARMED  
IN THE WRITING  
OF THIS COLUMN
With little to report due to horrible weather, let’s see what has 

happened recently… 

Wild Geese regular Neal Fitzpatrick has been training up to go off on 

his TBI course early next year. CSI Joanne Wilson has also started 

working towards her Tandem rating, and is hoping to become Ireland’s 

only active female Tandem Instructor and certainly the first female TI 

on our wee island for a long time. We wish them good luck.

With the dodgy weather, Aaron Klewchuk finally decided to learn how 

to pack. Jonny McAnenly buggered off to somewhere with suitable 

jumping weather and achieved both his TR1 and FF1, while Gary 

Topping headed off and got his FS1.

We also had some even more significant achievements. Mark McGarvey 

managed to do two whole jumps this year (so far) and Sandra 

McMurran made her first trip to the centre this year. While she didn’t 

jump, she thought about it. Apparently Eoin Black jumped with a 

banana, but I’m not sure which of our regular jumpers he’s referring to…

We would like to thank all those who supported the Halloween Party 

and dressed up in some excellent fancy dress costumes. 

Congratulations to Mandy Liddy, who won first prize for best costume, 

and Nicola McSherry, who was runner up. The Halloween Party also 

welcomed back the elusive Orla Donnelly, whose socialising skills 

didn’t disappoint – what with her being the very last to leave the bar.

With the final Mag of the year, we would like to say a big thanks to 

DZO Nigel, CI Andy and all the staff and helpers at the centre for 

keeping us in the air and safe. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year, and we’ll see you at the Christmas Party for  

a final few sociable drinks of 2017.

Roll on 2018 and some more favourable skydiving weather.

Rod McCrory

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Gary Topping  FF1  Jonny McAnenly  

TR1  Jonny McAnenly 

WILD GEESE

The Wild Geese 

Halloween Party
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Dave Titcombe  

finds a novel 

position for  

his poppy, by  

Gary Windon
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�   Conducting and preparing for USPA instructional  

rating courses, such as Coach, AFF Instr.,  

TD Instr. (Sigma), Static Line Instr., IAD Instr.

�   Training and coaching non-BPA students,  
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Dates correct at 

time of printing

N O V E M B E R

November 27-December 1

CP  Canopy Piloting World Cup
Location: Dubai, UAE

November 28 

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA Offices, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

2 0 1 8

January 27

BPA  BPA Skydive the Expo 
and BPA AGM
Location: EMCC, Nottingham • 

skydivetheexpo.co.uk

February 5-9 

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced/CSI) 
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

March 19-23  

BPA  Instructor Course 
(Tandem/AFF/Pre-Adv/
Observers)
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

April 9-13  

BPA  Instructor Course 
(Tandem/AFF/Pre-Adv/
Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

April  11-14

T  First FAI European Indoor 
Skydiving Championships, 
Location: Voss, Norway

May 5-6  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 1
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

May 7-11

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/AFFBI/TBI/
Advanced)
Location: Strathallan

May 14-18

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI)
Location: Strathallan

May 19-20  

S&A BPA GP Accuracy Meet 1
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

June 9-10  

S&A BPA GP Accuracy Meet 2
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

June 9-10  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 18-22 

BPA  Instructor Course
(Tandem, AFF and Pre-Adv/
Observers)  
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

June 23-24  

CF  BPA GP Canopy Formation
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

July 3-7

CP  World Canopy Piloting 
Championships
Location: Wroclaw, Poland

July 7-8  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 3
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

August 6-10

BPA  Instructor Course
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

August 13-17 

BPA  Instructor Course 

(CSI, Tandem, AFF)  
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

August 24-31

S&A World Style and 
Accuracy Championships
Location: Erden, Bulgaria

August 26-31

WS  Wingsuit World 
Championships
Location: Prostejov, Czech Republic

September 10-14 

BPA  Instructor Course 

(Tandem/AFF/Pre-Adv/
Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

September 20-23 

FS  ESL
Location: Saarlouis

October 6-13

FS  A  CF  World Championships 
in FS, Artistics, CF and Speed
Location: Gold Coast, Australia

October 25-28

T  World Cup of Indoor 
Skydiving
Location: Zallaq, Bahrain

November 5-9 

BPA  Instructor Course  

(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

November 12-16 

BPA  Instructor Course  (CSI)
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

EVENTS ZONE

Ten-plane exit at the World 

Record Sequential event over 

Eloy, by Gary Wainwright
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