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Add 15 minutes in our 4.6m 
wind tunnel for just £139.

Practice the skydives with 
your AFF tutor in the 

tunnel before your 
first skydive.

Want your full BPA A Licence? 
Then add ten solos for £335 

(includes equipment and packing).

ADVANCED COURSE SCHEDULE

British instructors in Madrid

Daily departures 
from 12 UK airports

SAMPLE PACKAGE:

● London to Madrid return

● Single Room (2* accommodation six days)

● Transport in Spain

● AFF Course (BPA A Licence upgrade possible)

£1,499

freefalluniversity.co.uk

FS1 Training Camp (3 days): 
Starts every three days

Mix of tunnel and sky. Get your FS1 sticker 

in three days from start to finish.

BPA B Licence Rapid Progression: 
Starts every three days 

JM1, CH2 and Canopy Course. One Stop workshops.

JOHN HERMES SECONDARI
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“You know what would be a really good article?”, BPA Chief Operating Officer Tony Butler said to me recently. 

“Something on jumpmastering. Lots of DZs have turbine aircraft these days, so there’s a lot going on for the JM  

to think about. Often it’s a staff member or Instructor who gets put in charge, which only means that, on the occasion 

that a fun jumper does get picked for the job, they’re out of practice.”

“Aha,” I said, “I’ve already written an article on that. Let me find out how long ago it was.” Turns out it was more than  

10 years! In fact, it was one of the very first articles I ever wrote for the Mag, long before I’d ever thought of being 

Editor. Interestingly, nearly all of it was still relevant. While angle �ying is much more popular now than it was then, 

the basics of being a good JM really haven’t changed: we still need to have a good, well-communicated plan and to 

look before we leap. 

Take a look at P29 for the updated article. If you know it all already because you read it the first time around, 

congratulations on a decade of safe jumpmastering. Of course, it must all be down to me...

WELCOME

Cover: Tracking

exit over Langar,

by Tom Shorten

Welcome: Pablo 

Hernandez from the PD 

Factory Team barrel 

rolling his canopy over  

John Woods from the 

Bahrain MOI team,  

by JuanMayer.com
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This annual competition in 

Empuriabrava’s wind tunnel has 

quickly established itself as one of 

the biggest events on the circuit. 

Teams love the competition for  

its timing in the dead of the 

outdoor skydiving season, making 

it the peak of the indoor season.  

It was here that freestyle to music 

captured the imagination of the 

non-skydiving world just two years 

ago, and now there is growing 

hope that bodyflying might yet 

become an Olympic sport.

Top of the 4-way FS leaderboard 

– and undefeated in 22 consecutive 

indoor competitions – were world 

champions Hayabusa. Their 33.2 

average and 54-point highest  

round saw them �nish 16 points 

ahead of silver medallists Arizona 

Airspeed, with France’s Real�y Sion 

taking bronze. All three podium 

teams �nished on more than a 

30-point average!

Three UK teams all had 

fantastic competitions. British 

National Champions Satori XL 

were competing in their new 

line-up for the �rst time, and  

Ady King, John McIver, Pete  

Allum and Pete Mather scored  

a solid 25.1 average to �nish  

10th. They now have their sights 

set on the World Championships  

in Australia in October and they 

hope to complete 500 training 

jumps before then.

British female team NFTO 

have already completed 100 

training jumps so far this season 

and hope to complete up to 

another 500 more. They were 

delighted with their best-ever 

indoor average of 23.7, a silver 

medal and a highest scoring  

round of 40 (Round 5, D-B-9-N).

Finally in UK FS, the Pajama 

Pumas managed a respectable 

14.7 average – not bad, given that 

they �rst appeared in this Mag only 

18 months ago as the team that 

scored their �rst-ever point on the 

last round of the Langar UKSL!

Team GB also had good 

representation across the Artistic 

categories. Luke Warren and Josh 

O’Donoghue, last year’s Dynamic 

2-way winners, medalled again in 

both D2W and D4W and went 

home with a pair of silvers. The 

Dynamos, Jamie Arnold and Dan 

Guest (BPA Taz Causer Skydiver of 

the Year 2017) also had a strong 

GUINNESS 

WORLD RECORD 

“The great thing about wingsuiting,” people used  

to say, “is that you actually have to skydive to get 

better at it. You can’t just go and knock out a week  

in a wind tunnel and come back as a ninja.”

Well, that all changed in 2017 with the opening  

of the �rst wind tunnel for Indoor Wingsuiting in 

Stockholm. Angled horizontally downwards, you  

don’t even have to have made a single skydive to  

be allowed to fly a wingsuit in it. That said, you do 

have to start by wearing a rather humbling ‘tether’ 

before being allowed to fly solo.

Jarno Cordia made a record attempt in January 

2018, aiming for the longest-ever indoor wingsuit 

flight. No record existed beforehand, so it was a given 

that he was going to become a world record holder 

somehow; the only question was how long he would 

fly for. His aim of two hours is already making my 

shoulders ache just typing this, but his eventual feat 

of six and a half hours (and 18 seconds) without 

touching the floor once is something else!

WIND 
GAMES 
2018

NFTO

Satori XL

Jarno Cordia,  
by Trond Teigen

competition in D2W, but it was solo 

speed and freestyle where Jamie 

really entertained us. It has been 

fantastic to watch his flying 

develop a natural showmanship 

over the years, and he surprised 

the crowds by flying one round 

with an arm tied behind his back, 

another with his ankles taped 

together, as well as one round 

blindfolded! Also competing in 

Freestyle, Alabama Shanker spent 

her 19th birthday at her �rst 

international competition.



NEWS ZONE

 February 2018    9

BPA ROADSHOWS 2018
Your BPA Competitions Committee is working hard to put together 

another fantastic year of roadshows, with free coaching by our  

top competitors. 

A new Freefly Intermediate Category aims to bridge the skills  

gap between Freefly B and Freefly A and attract more competitors.  

The new format of roadshows is intended to facilitate this and be an 

inclusive, friendly and supportive event for anyone who is interested  

in competing in Freefly B, the new Freefly Intermediate category or 

Freestyle. Come and learn what to do and how from experienced 

competitors, and try the compulsory moves with an experienced 

cameraflyer. You can attend as a team or individual, and we will put 

people together with our coaches and cameraflyers. 

Lots more dates will be �nalised soon, but here are the dates that  

were in the calendar at the time of printing:

April 21-22: FS Coaching Roadshow – Netheravon 

Small groups organising fun jumps

May 19-20: FS Coaching Roadshow – Black Knights 

Focus on 8-way and bigger groups

May 19-20: Artistics Competition Roadshow – Langar 

NEW! For anyone who wants to know more about competing 

in Freefly or Freestyle. Minimum of FF1 required

June 9-10: Wingsuit Coaching Roadshow – Sibson 

June 16-17: Artistics Competition Roadshow – Hibaldstow 

NEW! For anyone who wants to know more about competing 

in Freefly or Freestyle. Minimum of FF1 required 

June 30-July 1: FS Coaching Roadshow – Langar

All group sizes from 1-1 to 8-way+

June 30-July 1: Wingsuit Coaching Roadshow – Dunkeswell 

July 14-15: Artistics Coaching Roadshow – Beccles 

Focus on 1-1 coaching. Come and take advantage of free coaching to 

develop your personal skills towards FF1, FF2 or TR quali�cations 

July 28-29: FS Coaching Roadshow – Black Knights 

Focus on FS1 standard, smaller groups and 1-1 coaching

The main Nationals news this year is a move away from the old format  

of holding FS Nationals across two three-day weekends and towards  

a single-weekend format. This means that all 2018 BPA National 

Championships are now single events with no rollover dates.

April 10-13: Accuracy – Swansea

July 13-15: Wingsuit – Hibaldstow

August 24-27: 4-way FS and VFS – Hibaldstow

September 1-3: 8-way FS, Artistics and Speed – Hibaldstow

September 7-9: Canopy Piloting – Dunkeswell

TBC: Canopy Formation

NATIONALS DATES 2018

Varial, by Karim Shokraee

NFTO, by Simon Brentford



NEWS ZONE

BEYOND BIONIC 
Early in 2016, TV presenter and adventurer Andy Torbet 

was approached by CBBC to develop some ideas based  

on wildlife, science and adventure. What came out of this 

was an idea he’d been pitching for years: use science and 

technology to see if a human can match some of the 

superheroes of the animal kingdom. 

After a relentless six months, he’s climbed, dived, run, 

jumped and ridden his way around the UK and the world 

from Alaska and California to Italy and Japan. And, since 

he wrote up the series and is partial to flailing around in 

freefall, the most featured activity is skydiving.

Skydiving comes up in three of the 12 episodes,  

when he jumps from a helicopter to try to hover like  

a hummingbird (one guess how that went), does some 

Tracking and a bit of Wingsuiting trying to glide like  

a flying squirrel and finally performs a bit of Flat,  

Speed and finally augmented Speed (he strapped  

a couple of engines to his legs) when he faces off  

with a Peregrine Falcon.

The series is called Beyond Bionic and it airs for 13 

weeks from February 20 on CBBC. It’s aimed mostly  

at eight- to 13-year-olds, but the aspiration is that it’s  

the sort of thing families can watch together.

IPC NEWS
The International Parachuting 

Commission directs international 

championships, competitions and record 

activities for parachuting and skydiving. 

The 68th Plenary was held in Sofia in 

Bulgaria on January 27-28 (the same 

weekend as the Expo – boooo!). 

Vice President of the BPA John Smyth 

is our Main Delegate. This year, Craig 

Poxon (Vice Chair of the Association) 

stepped into the role of Alternate 

Delegate and attempted to fill the shoes 

of John Hitchen due to his retirement.  

Also attending were Natasha Higman 

(BPA Council Member and Judges 

Co-ordinator) as part of the Canopy 

Formation committee, Mikey Lovemore 

(BPA Speed Skydiving rep) on the Speed 

Skydiving committee and Adam ‘Killa’ 

Mattacola on the Artistics committee.

The biggest news is probably the 

awarding of the 2020 Mondial to Tanay 

in Russia. Apart from a bid from France 

to host Canopy Piloting, there were no 

others. Those who remember the joys of 

Menzelinsk in 2010 might be reassured 

to hear that the bid video makes the 

dropzone and accommodation look very 

impressive, and the organisers have 

promised there will be no issues with 

visas and such like. Fingers crossed...

For a while it was looking like there 

wasn’t going to be a World Cup (FS/AE) 

in October 2019, but Skydive Arizona 

stepped up and were awarded the 

competition. Likewise, CP was lacking 

until Skydive Pretoria submitted a 

last-minute bid to host the 10th World 

Cup. Ploieşti in Romania was awarded 

the bid for the World Cup and European 

Championship in CF in August 2019.

For indoor, the French made a big deal 

of the push towards Olympic recognition 

and won their bid for the World 

Championship in April 2019. Airspace 

won the bid for the World Cup and 

European Championships in April 2020. 

With this year being an ‘on’ year,  

rule changes were kept to an absolute 

minimum. Blocks 1 and 13 are being 

fiddled with again, but they won’t take 

effect until the beginning of 2019. FS 

and AE have now been aligned with  

CF so camera mals will no longer be 

grounds for a rejump – if you don’t have 

a second camera, I suggest you get one!

Killa was invited to form part of the 

new Dynamic committee, alongside 
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such luminaries as Håvard Flaat,  

Domi Kiger and Lika Borzova. Watch  

this space! In a shock announcement, 

Ron Miasanikov, the chair of the  

Artistics Committee, stood down 

completely from the commission. 

There has been a big change on the 

bureau of IPC and, for the first time  

ever, it is constituted completely of 

women. Gillian Rayner from France  

beat incumbent Dr Rainer ‘Exi’ Hoenle  

for President. Elisabet Mikaelsson from 

Sweden was elected first Vice President. 

Doris Merz-Hunziker from Switzerland 

and Agnieszka Sobczynska from Poland 

were elected as Vice Presidents, 

although Aggie had to subsequently 

stand down due to reasons beyond her 

control. Gail Bradley from Australia is the 

new Financial Secretary and Susan Dixon 

continues as the Recording Secretary. 

Finally, John Hitchen was nominated 

to receive the Leonardo da Vinci 

Diploma – one of only three FAI awards 

for parachuting – for his services to  

the IPC and the FAI over 38 years.  

This prestigious award was instigated  

in 1970 and isn’t always bestowed, so  

it is a fantastic honour recognising 

Hitch’s contributions over the years.

The 69th Plenary will be held next 

year in Lille just over the road from the 

Weembi tunnel, where it is hoped all the 

delegates will get the opportunity to fly!

For more information, follow the IPC 

on Facebook or visit their website at 

fai.org/commission/ipc.

Both pics by  
Mikey Lovemore







 February 2018    13

BPA ZONE

B P A 
M E M B E R S H I P 

R E N E W A L 
2 0 1 8 / 9

The full member subscription for the new membership  

year from April 1 2018 to March 31 2019 is £99.49. For joint 

members, the subscription is £179.28. This is yet another 

decrease, from fees of around £150 per person 10 years  

ago. In fact, in 2007-8 the insurance element alone was  

more than the 2018 total renewal cost. Surely not many 

membership organisations can boast such a consistent  

fall in the price of membership?

Your BPA membership renewal form for the new 

membership year 2018/2019 is enclosed with this Mag. 

However, if you don’t have any ratings, you may be eligible  

to renew online and you may �nd that easier and quicker. 

Please note that to jump on or after April 1 2018, you need  

to renew for the new membership year.

ONLINE 
RENEWAL

Online renewal for the new 

membership year will be 

available from March 1 

2018. Please do not try to 

renew online before then!

The BPA online 

membership facility  

is available for:

• Full members in the  

UK and Channel Islands  

or at a BFPO postal 

address may update  

their contact details by 

post, telephone or email.

• Full members aged 18 

and over in the UK and 

Channel Islands or at  

a BFPO postal address 

who do not hold ratings* 

may renew online.

*‘Ratings’ include 

Instructors, Riggers, 

packers, pilots and  

any other rating that  

has to be ‘signed off’. 

Please note: we regret  

that we are currently 

unable to offer the  

online renewal service  

to members who hold 

ratings because ratings 

need to be signed off.  

We are developing an 

online facility to do this.

Full members will need 

the following to activate 

their online BPA 

membership account:

• Name

• BPA membership number  

(not licence number!)

• Personal email address  

as already recorded on  

the BPA database

• Postcode or BFPO 

number as already 

recorded on the  

BPA database.

The BPA online 

membership service is 

not available for:

• Full member renewals 

where ratings are held, 

although full members 

with ratings in the UK  

and Channel Islands or  

at a BFPO postal address 

may update their personal 

contact details online

• Full member renewals 

for overseas members 

(other than those with a 

BFPO postal address)

• Changes of name or ratings

Kev Dynan completing a  
270˚ turn over Chatteris

RAECT 
BURSARIES  
– LAST 
CALL!

Would up to £1,000 

help you train towards  

a quali�cation? If you’re 

young enough to be 

eligible for this year’s 

Royal Aero Club  

Trust bursaries,  

there’s still time  

to get your application 

in. The deadline is 

March 31 and all  

the details you’ll  

need can be found at 

royalaeroclubtrust.org.

• Conversions

• Retired Members 

(please see BPA Form 

103A for eligibility 

criteria)

• Taking out Student 

Provisional or Temporary 

Memberships

• Updating personal 

contact details of Student 

Provisional or Temporary 

Members

• Pilot applications

• Making discretionary 

donations to the British 

Team Fund or the Drop 

Zone Defence Fund.  

Such donations continue 

to be extremely welcome, 

and may be made by  

card payment over the 

phone during BPA of�ce 

hours (M-F, 9-5) or by 

cheque or bank transfer.



14     February 2018

BPA ZONE

CATEGORY  

SYSTEM BASIC 

INSTRUCTOR

Jason Franks

Levi Hamill

Daniel Mercer

Elliot Mitchell

Matthew Botwright

Nathan Evans 

Alex Lilburn

Shaun Zerebecki

AFF BASIC 

INSTRUCTOR

George Clack

David Haygarth

David Keevers

Gerard Parker

Chris Sears

TANDEM BASIC 

INSTRUCTOR

Demetres Demetriou

Anthony Medlicott

Mathew Wilson

Neil Empringham

Karim Shokraee

Aiden Chaffe

Ben Cornick

CATEGORY  

SYSTEM 

INSTRUCTOR

Liza Yianni

Gary Jones

Calum Morell

Arran Tilley

Sophie Harper

ADVANCED 

INSTRUCTOR

Tony Rayson

ADVANCED PACKER

Wayne Kennedy (S)

Alex Hewitt (S)

Levi Hamill (S)

Frank Millerick (T)

BASIC RIGGER

Daniel Mercer 

Philip Wayper

Alex Hewitt

Jack Bradford

Ralph Mitchell 

PARACHUTE 

RIGGER

Liam Goddard

Jonathan Charles

Javi Centeno Gomez

George Kakkis

Vitor Pacheco

Ionut Lucian Ciofu

Sara Orton 

ADVANCED RIGGER

Josh Clark

Gary Stevens

N E W  R A T I N G S 

2018 ELECTIONS
The results of the 2018 election are in and 

congratulations go to Georgie Vacher, Paul Applegate  

and Adrian Bond, who have been elected to Council. 

Turnout was 16.3%, with 98% of the votes cast online. 

COUNCIL
At last year’s AGM, Martin Soulsby was 

elected as Chair of Council for three 

years (2017-19) and Craig Poxon as Vice 

Chair for two years (2017-18). At its 

meeting after this year’s AGM, Council 

made the following elections for 2018:

Treasurer − Debbie Carter

STC Chair − Jeff Montgomery

Communications Chair − Adrian Bond

Development Chair − Craig Poxon

Competitions Chair − Brian Vacher

Delegate to the Royal Aero Club − 

Craig Poxon

Alternate Delegate to the  

Royal Aero Club − Martin Soulsby

The Treasurer and STC Chair, who were 

not already on Council, were co-opted  

to Council.
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T H E  M O S T  F U N

A  S K Y D I V E R

C A N  H A V E  O N

T H E  G R O U N D

It’s January, it’s payday, 

it’s freezing outside 

and you’re having 

some serious skydiving 

withdrawal symptoms. 

Where else to go but BPA 

Skydive the Expo 2018?

WORDS: LIZ ASHLEY 
PHOTOS: ROB LLOYD

EXPO



LEARNING
This year’s Expo was by far the biggest 
and best yet! Headline names making  
the trip across from the US included  
Bill Booth and Tom Noonan from UPT 
and John LeBlanc and Laura Golly from 
PD. Meanwhile, British Superbike rider 
Christian Iddon shared the parallels 
between his extreme sport and ours,  
you could learn about flying camera  
for Artistics with Karim Shokraee and 
Chris Mayhew, Laura Hampton shared 
Chimera’s recipe for success (for more, 
see P35) and British champion Speed 
Skydiver Max Hurd told us how to go 
really, really fast! There was extreme 
science with Dr Angelo Grubisic and  
the Icarus Project, display jumping  
with Red Devil Dean Walton, CF with 
Mary Barratt, freeflying with Rai Ahmed 
and Lorene Latour, judging with Lucy 
Westgarth and how to become a full-time 
skydiver with Andy Pointer. If that wasn’t 
enough, there were interactive sessions 
including Rise Up training with Yassi 
Molazadeh, packing with Hans Van 
Marrewijk and the Competitions Open 
Forum where you could put questions  
to your BPA Competitions Committee.

Since nobody can be in five places 
at once, you probably missed several 
interesting seminars. But fear not!  
They will be going online on the BPA 
Skydive the Mag YouTube channel. Get 
together and watch them with some 
friends, or maybe you can show a playlist 
at your DZ on the next bad weather day?

EXPO

‘There were some great bargains  
to be had, and many new jumpsuits  
and melted credit cards...’



EXPO

TRAINING

Following a highly successful introduction 
in 2017, the BPA repeated its Personal 
Development and Safety Day for Tandem 
Instructors on the Friday before the Expo. 
Experts gave talks on safeguarding, 
incidents, exits, flight line checking and 
more. Not only is this a great chance to 
learn about tandems from legends such 
as Bill Booth and Tom Noonan, it’s also  
a great opportunity for the country’s 
Tandem Instructors to come together  
and drive standards even higher. In fact, 
the Tandem Day was so successful last 
year that a Development Day was run  
for Riggers and Advanced Packers as well 
this year. Highlights included training by 
John LeBlanc of Performance Designs, 
Tom Parker of Sunpath and Kenneth 
Gajda of UPT.

BUYING

If you managed to find time between 
seminars, you could visit the great and the 
good of dropzones, gear manufacturers, 
wind tunnels and dealers. There were 
some great bargains to be had, and many 
new jumpsuits and melted credit cards...

WINNING

If Christmas hit just a little too hard and 
there weren’t enough spare pennies to 
make the most of all the awesome stands, 
you could cross your fingers and hope to 
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win free stuff instead. There was an 
exodus back into the main theatre for 
the annual Prize Draw at 5pm and,  
by 5.30pm, many happy skydivers were 
clutching vouchers for jump tickets, 
tunnel time, altimeters, jumpsuits  
and even canopies and containers.

PARTYING
Apparently, there was a big party. 
Apparently, more than 350 of us got 
dressed up for a formal dinner, followed 
by a band and then a DJ into the small 
hours. Apparently, there is photographic 
evidence. Not so loud, please...

AGM-ING
If you still call the Expo “the AGM”, you 
are o�cially old-school! However, the 
AGM is the formal event around which 

the rest of the wild weekend is based. 
Chair of the BPA Council Martin  
Soulsby led us through the agenda,  
which included reviewing the highlights 
of 2017, confirming the election results 
and reappointing our second Independent 
Non-Executive Director, receiving 
unanimous support for yet another 
decrease in BPA membership fees to  
just £99.49, receiving the Annual Report 
and Accounts and reappointing our 
auditors. There is also an online Review  
of the BPA Year which can be downloaded 
from the BPA website. 

After wrapping up the formal AGM, it 
was time for the annual Awards ceremony. 
Take it away, guys…

EXPO

‘Apparently, there is photographic 
evidence. Not so loud, please...’
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AWARDS

THE JIM CROCKER TROPHY FOR 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE SPORT
For her lifetime’s dedication to our sport, 
Council is delighted to award the BPA Jim 
Crocker Outstanding Contribution to Sport 
Parachuting Trophy to Jackie Smith!

The only British inductee to the USA-based 
Skydiving Hall of Fame, Jackie joined the 
Parachute Regiment’s Freefall Display Team – 
the Red Devils – in 1971. She has won numerous 
Nationals in Style and Accuracy and in Formation 
Skydiving. In 1978, she took World Gold in Female 
Accuracy, being the first person in the world of 
either gender to consecutively score 10 0.00cm 
hits on an electronic pad at a World Parachuting 
Championships. Jackie continued to compete and 
win medals and awards for many years after that. 
She has toured the UK coaching and helping 
others to develop their skydiving skills and she 
remains a beacon of inspiration in our sport.

THE TAZ CAUSER TROPHY FOR 
EXPERIENCED SKYDIVER OF THE 
YEAR 2017
Daniel Guest has won the Taz Causer Skydiver 
of the Year Award 2017. All the work and time 

Daniel has put in has resulted in an extremely 
successful year and has culminated in him 
winning the BPA Nationals in three different 
disciplines: VFS, CP and Freestyle.

As well as the various British National titles 
Daniel has won, he also represented Great 
Britain at the Skydiving World Cup in 2017, 
winning bronze in Freestyle. Daniel also 
represented the UK at the second FAI World 
Indoor Skydiving Championships as well as 
the 2018 Wind Games.

Daniel is extremely quiet, but he is a great 
ambassador for the sport and he has earned 
the respect of his fellow skydivers. He is happy 
to pass on his knowledge to those that are also 
keen to learn.

THE INSTRUCTOR OF THE  
YEAR TROPHY 
The COO and STO choose the Instructor 
of the Year and it is awarded to an Instructor 
who gained an Instructor rating within the 
past 12 months. The criteria used are that 
the Instructor not only did very well on the 
Instructor Course, but is also the type of 
Instructor that students would be very happy 
to turn to for advice.

The COO and STO have chosen Liza Yianni 
from Cyprus as Instructor of the Year for 2017. 

BPA STAR AWARDS 2017
Kate Lindsley – Langar
Clem Quinn – Headcorn
David Sawyer – Dunkeswell
Harry Shanker – Netheravon

For more on the BPA Stars of 2017, turn to P24.

JUDGES CERTIFICATES
An FAI Judges Certificate is awarded to the 
following Judge who qualified in 2017:

Don Tomkinson – Canopy Piloting 

National Judges Certificates are awarded to 
the following Judges who qualified in 2017:

Nancy Grieger – Canopy Piloting
Don Tomkinson – Accuracy Landings
Lucy Westgarth – Formation Skydiving

JUMP/FREEFALL CERTIFICATES
Scotty Milne – 13,000 jumps and 156 hours 
in freefall

B P A  S K Y D I V I N G 

A W A R D S  2 0 1 7
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AWARDS

2017 GRAND PRIX/UKSL 
OVERALL MEDALLISTS
ACCURACY (JUNIOR) 
OVERALL CHAMPION (GOLD): Jamie Townsend

ACCURACY (INTERMEDIATE) 
OVERALL CHAMPION (GOLD): Isaac Brown

ACCURACY (SENIOR)
OVERALL CHAMPION (GOLD): Dave Crowhurst

CF 2-WAY SEQUENTIAL (ROOKIE)
OVERALL CHAMPIONS (GOLD): 
Cark Crew – Jordan Dickinson, Derrick Blyth, 
Nigel Hodkinson

CF 2-WAY SEQUENTIAL 
(INTERMEDIATE)
OVERALL CHAMPIONS (GOLD): The Scarecrws 

– Wes Guest, Kel Spittle, Ming Chu
 

CF 2-WAY SEQUENTIAL (SENIOR)
OVERALL CHAMPIONS (GOLD): Wize Prankers 
– Matt Kite, Gareth Hughes, Ming Chu, Derek 
O’Neil, Gavin McLeod

CF 4-WAY ROTATIONS (SENIOR)
OVERALL CHAMPIONS (GOLD): Cunning Stunts 

– Doug Preston, Gavin McLeod, Gareth Hughes, 
Matt Kite, Martin Robiette, Derek O’Neil,  
Ming Chu, Gary Wainwright

CP (SENIOR)
OVERALL CHAMPION (GOLD): Chris Lynch

FS 4-WAY (ROOKIE)
GOLD MEDAL: RAFSPA Shadow – Craig Harrop, 
Orion Modebe, Lewis Travers, Dan Phillips, 
Marcus Fountain, Brendan Dunne

SILVER MEDAL: Aero4m – Malcolm Cowton, 
Alison Gale, Bob Darkens, Craig Anderson,  
Neil Empringham

BRONZE MEDAL: Let’s Do It Girls – Natasha 
Higman, Gulsay Durmus, Li Jiang, Alex Grisman-
Rozario, Keira Sidford, Graham de Kock

FS 4-WAY (A Class)
GOLD MEDAL: Jurassic Pork – John Welsh, 
Laura Jones, Emma Reynolds, Martyn Clark, 
Adam George, Ian Rayner, David Curtin,  
Martin Cole, Ali Woodhouse

SILVER MEDAL: Poor 4 Cast – Matt Brown, Manny 
Williamson, Chris Holland, Peter Leach, Sam Lee

BRONZE MEDAL: Boobasaurus Rex – Meghan 
Carey, Stephanie Stylianou, Emily Aucutt, Lucy 
Marriott, Becky Stevens, Amber Ruxton

 
FS 4-WAY (AA Class)
GOLD MEDAL: Vantage – Elliot Clapp, Liz Moor, 
Derek Cornelius, Mike Allsopp, Fiona Lee

SILVER MEDAL: Pajama Pumas – Matt Cumming, 
Paul Colman, Sam Widdowson, Paul Willcock, 
Don Blacker, Paul Rimmington

BRONZE MEDAL: Dive Hard 4.0 – Gary Powell, 
Dave Gordon, David Monk, Pamela Roberts,  
Ben Samuel, Dorian Harwood 

FS 4-WAY (AAA Class)
GOLD MEDAL: 4mula – David Rodgers, Will 
Cooke, Joey Jones, Pete Mather, Sam Bemment

SILVER MEDAL: Satori XL – John McIver, Steve 
Hamilton, Pete Allum, Ady King, Richard Orford 

BRONZE MEDAL: Cark Americanos – Peter 
Mather, Peter Spedding, Ana Budjelan,  
Duncan Haynes, Gary Turner 





XXXXXXXXXX

24     February 2018

B P A 

S T  



BPA STARS

 February 2018    25

Congratulations to Kate Lindsley, 

Clem Quinn, David Sawyer and Harry 

Shanker – the BPA Stars of 2017

R S

E
ach year, the BPA invites members to tell us if 
they received a shining example of customer 
service at a Parachute Training Organisation 
from another BPA member. Service above and 
beyond the norm that went the extra mile. 
Service that made a real difference by helping 
them to stay in the sport, to achieve their 

next goal, or by giving them that all-important extra support  
just when they needed it most. Customer Service that deserves 
To Achieve Recognition. This glittering performance makes all 
the difference, and the result is a BPA Star!

Kate Lindsley 
Nomination by John Welsh
Very soon after meeting Kate, her passion for the sport and 
4-way quickly became evident. She has acquired phenomenal 
skills, experience and knowledge over the years which she is  
only too happy to pass on – and not just to the up-and-coming 
jumpers, but to absolutely anyone who asks for it. 

Only recently, there was a team on the night of the draw at 
the 4-way Nationals who did not have their coach to help them 
dirt-dive. They weren’t one of her teams, but Kate walked up  
and offered to coach them through it without hesitation, not 
asking for so much as a penny in return. It’s this selfless attitude 
and commitment that makes her a credit to the sport. 

What’s more, she has the kind of patience and coaching 
style which are required to ensure individuals and teams reach 
their full potential. The evidence for this is clear; of the five 
teams she coached at the Nationals, three of them won medals 
and I know for certain that my team and I would not be where 
we are now without her. 

This was the smallest Nationals in years, with fewer teams 
in the lower categories than ever. More skydivers need to be 
inspired to start competing and, if there was ever a need for 
someone to ignite the passion for competing and 4-way in  
the next generation of skydivers, I can think of no better  
person for this role than Kate Lindsley.
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Clem Quinn 
Nomination by Jane Hopkins
Clem has worked full-time at Headcorn for the last 27 years and 
has been my work colleague for all of that time. In addition to 
being a Category System Instructor, he has made 11,000-plus 
tandem jumps and is about to give up his Tandem Rating at 67 
years of age. On bad weather days, I marvel at his enthusiasm for 
helping new members of the sport with whatever they need – 
specifically packing, B Licence briefs and additional training. 
When it comes to packing lessons, his patience knows no bounds 
and I have lost count of the number of rainy days that I have found 
him in the packing shed, watching over a newcomer to give them 
tips and teach them techniques as they struggle with the basics. 

Over the years, he has been a great colleague with a wicked 
sense of humour. He is invariably the first person I see at the DZ  
in the morning and the last person I see before I leave. He has  
always been there for me to help me through the di�cult times  
of managing a busy parachute centre and his customer service is 
exemplary. If anyone is deserving of a BPA Star Award, then Clem is.

David Sawyer 
Nomination by Emma Blackmore
I first met David when I was struggling to get past my AFF 
Level 3 due to my instability in the sky and I was feeling really 
stuck and deflated. David helped me sort it by coaching me  
in the wind tunnel, and I went on to complete the levels and 
obtain my A Licence. 

After gaining my B Licence, I felt defeated – being a small 
person, it was hard for me to skydive with other people, let 
alone have the confidence to start my FS1 again. But David 
stepped in again, and he went out of his way to drive me up  
to the wind tunnel in Basingstoke and spent a day teaching me 
the skills required to work towards starting my FS1 coaching. 

David spent some of his spare time and put a lot of thought 
into planning my future progression in the sport, adapting rigs 

to fit me, giving lots of advice and even jumping with me to  
see how I fly as a starting point. As an experienced packer as  
well as a skydiver, David encouraged me to pack because I lacked 
confidence and, even after attending the packing course, he gave 
up his free time to help me practise. 

David is always cheerful and enthusiastic, and his love of 
skydiving has really made an impression on me. I would love 
to see his efforts recognised by receiving the BPA Star Award.

Harry Shanker 
Nomination by Alabama Shanker
Harry should be awarded a BPA Star Award for his continuous 
organisation of and participation in Load Organising weekends, 
Coaching weekends and both Intermediate and Advanced 
Freefly weekends at Skydive Netheravon since 2016. Not only 
this, but he has been running Freefly Connect 2 since early  
2014, which is a weekly tunnel event intended to get more 
skydivers and tunnel flyers together to make friends and  
develop their skills while having fun! 

He works relentlessly hard to organise events for up-and-
coming freeflyers to be awarded their Freefly ratings and 
subsequent events for them to fly together, as well as 
rearranging these events if the weather does not comply.  
He started doing this because there was a divide between 
newbies and advanced freeflyers, but now Netheravon is  
filled with more safe and skilled freeflyers than ever before.  
He has been in contact with world-class flyers in order to  
bring them to Skydive Netheravon and run weekend camps  
for the advanced flyers and coaches so that the coaches can 
develop their skills further and enjoy themselves too. 

After weekends of jumping events and nights of tunnel 
flying, Harry goes straight onto getting pictures and weekend 
videos made for all to see their incredible progression while 
preparing the next event. This is not his job, but it is his passion 
and he has been praised by many flyers for his enthusiasm and 
incredible organisational skills!

Nomination by Alex Murphy
I am nominating Harry for the contribution he has made to 
the Freefly scene at Netheravon. When Harry started jumping  
at Nethers about three years ago, I could see that he was keen  
to organise and contribute to the sport, and support the less 
experienced jumpers by arranging coaching events. Since then, 
he has single-handedly brought dozens of people through the 
BPA Freefly system and organised many events, pushing the 
levels beyond recognition. 

As well as all the work that he has done at Nethers, he has also 
managed to arrange and lead the tunnel events at Basingstoke and 
tunnel camps abroad, with the main aim of promoting improvement 
and progression through the sport and keeping costs down by 
sharing time with other similarly skilled flyers. He has made 
high-quality coaching very easily accessible to all at Netheravon, 
and the dropzone has noticeably benefited from his endeavours. 

Harry is loved by all and fully deserves this award. Every DZ 
needs a Harry Shanker. 

Previous page  
Angle flying over 
Netheravon with 
Zion Freefly, 
arranged by Harry 
Shanker. Photo by 
Andreas Mosling
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J U M P M A S T E R I N G : 

H A V E  Y O U  

G O T  A L L  T H E 

A N S W E R S ?
There’s far more to being a jumpmaster than checking the ground is still there

WORDS: LIZ ASHLEY
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JUMPMASTERING

B
eing the jumpmaster, or JM, 
is one of those things that 
will happen to you sooner or 
later in your skydiving career. 
The BPA has a qualification 

for it – JM1 – which makes up part of the 
B Licence requirements. Once you’ve got 
your B Licence, you can then JM any 
experienced load at your dropzone.

If you’ve already got your B Licence, 
you’ll have been briefed by an Instructor 
on the responsibilities involved and the 
importance of liaising with the pilot, 
had a spotting brief and put it into 
practice, and probably read Section 3 of 
the BPA Operations Manual – that’s a 
single page all about jumpmastering.

Great. So you’re good to go, then? 
You’re officially an expert now? Well, 
not quite. Being a good JM comes with 
experience, which is why most DZs  
will nominate the most experienced 
person on board as the JM. You’ve 
probably got people on your DZ like  
that who always take charge whenever 
they’re on board, but they haven’t  

always been experienced; they had to  
start somewhere too. There’s a saying 
that good judgment comes from experience 
and that you get experience by learning 
from bad judgment. So why not start 
taking a keener interest in the jumpmaster’s 
role now? That way, you can try and  
gain that good judgment before you’re  
the one making the decisions for real.

Before take-off

- Has everyone had a flightline check? 
This is a BPA requirement.

- What are the local DZ rules on 
accounting for flightline checks? Do 
you sign for yourself, for the person you 
checked, does the jumpmaster sign for the 
load or are there no scribbles involved?

- What should the exit order be and is 
everyone aware of it? Do flatflyers go 
before freeflyers or vice versa? Is anyone 
angle flying or wingsuiting and what is 
their flight plan? Do you have multiple 
moving groups that need to deconflict? 

Are there any high pulls or particularly 
big or small canopies that could lead to  
a safer or more efficient exit order? Is 
everyone qualified to complete the jump 
that they are planning?

- Loading the aircraft. How many people 
can you have on board? Would you know 
when to say “stop” if an extra person has 
mistakenly been added to the manifest? 
Is it different after a refuel? Are people 
sitting sensibly, e.g. in reverse exit order? 
What are the Centre of Gravity (CofG) 
requirements of this particular aircraft? 
Are there any rules such as nobody being 
allowed in the very back of the plane on 
takeoff? How can you best help the pilot? 
Do you need to take into account that 
Caravans and Dorniers require the weight 
of the jumpers to be distributed more 
‘forward’ than, say, a Skyvan?

- Are you familiar with how to operate the 
door, where any emergency equipment 
(such as the knife) is and when you might 
use it?

1  Emplaning a 
helicopter, by  
Krista Radzina 

2  Climbout on 
a Dornier, by  
James Stevenson 

3  Team NFTO 

in the door, by  
Simon Brentford

4  Reading on the 
ride to altitude,  
by Will Penny

2
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- Are restraints fitted and, if so, are 
people wearing them? Is everyone wearing 
a helmet for take-off that should be?  
Are all loose items and bulky camera 
helmets properly restrained?

On the climb to altitude

- If the pilot has to make a forced landing, 
does everyone know how to adopt the 
‘brace’ position? Since skydivers usually 
sit facing the tail of the plane, we should 
lean back towards the pilot instead of 
forwards like on an airliner. It could be  
a nightmare if half the load is doing one 
version and the other half the other one.

- What would you do if there was an 
aircraft emergency NOW? Do your 
actions depend on what height the 
plane is at? An example plan would be  
to adopt the brace position and land  
with the aircraft if an emergency happens 
at low altitude; to exit the plane on the 
pilot’s command but use your reserve 

with more altitude; and to maybe use 
your main with more altitude still. 
Therefore, at what heights would your 
plan change and are you aware of these 
heights as you reach them on the way up, 
or are you daydreaming or dirtdiving?

On run-in

- What is the wind speed and direction 
on the ground and at altitude? Which 
direction would you like the pilot to  
run in? Where’s the spot? Does your  
DZ have a board on the ground with  
this information on it, and did you 
remember to take a photo of it with your 
phone so you could remember it later?

- How will the pilot communicate with 
the JM? If there’s a red and green light, 
how are they used at this particular 
dropzone? You must still spot! Look to 
see that the aircraft is in the correct  
place, that you can see the ground from 
the opening point to the intended landing 

area, and also check for potential hazards 
such as other aircraft and gliders.

- How does the door open and do you 
have to secure it? For example, there are 
Caravans around the country that secure 
slightly differently at different dropzones. 
You wouldn’t be the first person to 
mistakenly open the window instead of the 
door in an Islander, and Skyvans are entirely 
different again. Get a brief if you’re unsure.

- How strong is the wind at altitude and 
how much exit separation should there 
be between groups? If the JM is leaving 
before other jumpers, do the rest of the 
load know how long to wait? If there are  
a lot of groups, is the spot still acceptable 
throughout or has there come a point 
when a second pass is needed?

- CofG issues again – what is the 
maximum number of people allowed in 
the door? Do other groups know not to 

With 240 jumps 

and no JM 

experience since 

my B Licence 

brief nearly a 

year before, I 

suddenly found 

myself down 

as jumpmaster. 

None of the 

usual crowd of 

skygods was on 

the load and, for 

a change, I had 

the most jumps 

out of everyone 

on board.

Suddenly, 

there was a lot 

more to that 

plane ride than 

there had ever 

been before. 

My head was 

swimming 

with trying 

to remember 

what I’d been 

taught all 

those months 

previously. 

Has everyone 

had a flightline 

check? What 

should the 

exit order be? 

Where’s the 

spot? Which 

direction has 

the plane been 

running in 

today? What 

should the exit 

separation be? 

I can’t give 

you all the 

right answers 

in this article 

because there 

will be slight 

differences in 

procedures at 

different DZs, 

times when 

local rules and 

knowledge 

complement 

BPA rules, but 

knowing the 

right questions 

is the �rst step 

to gaining that 

experience and 

good judgment. 

It’s down to you 

to �nd out the 

answers.
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move to the door until it is their turn to 
jump? Do they know to remain seated 
where possible so as not to get in the way 
of any necessary communication between 
the pilot and JM?

- The JM is the one with the privilege 
of extra information because they are the 
one who can see the ground and any 
other hazards. If you’re sat up by the pilot, 
trust the JM’s judgment – they have more 
information than you. Screaming “green 
light, come on, get out!” helps nobody!

- Hypoxia: the higher the aircraft climbs, 
the thinner the air gets. Prolonged reduced 
oxygen intake at altitude can result in a 
range of symptoms from tunnel vision 
and headaches to hyperventilation, panic 
and worse! The rules are that parachuting 
will not take place above FL120 (12,000ft) 

without oxygen unless jumpers are only 
above FL120 for six minutes or less and 
above FL100 for 30 minutes or less. 
The trouble with hypoxia is that it 
affects decision-making, so hypoxic 
skydivers trying to decide whether they’re 
OK to jump is like a bar full of drunks 
trying to decide who should drive home!

 
From good to great
A good jumpmaster will make it look 
effortless, but a lot goes on behind the 
scenes. Unfortunately, that can lead  
to complacency if other jumpers don’t 
always realise what an important job 
that person is doing. If you’re a regular 
JM, do you honestly have the answers  
to all those questions on every load?  
If you’re just starting out, why not  
shadow the JM to get used to the 
necessary thought processes?

Ultimately, the JM has a position of 
high responsibility. It’s a thankless task – 
if you do it well, people take you for 
granted; if you do it badly, everyone 
criticises you. You sometimes have to 
be a spoilsport in the name of safety  
and decide if it’s too cloudy to jump, 
which can involve bringing the plane 
down despite perceived peer pressure 
from other jumpers. 

That’s why there are three levels to 
jumpmastering: knowledge, experience 
and attitude. Knowledge of all the ‘answers’ 
is the minimum JM requirement to keep 
the load safe. Moving from being ‘a JM’  
to being ‘a good JM’ takes experience, and 
this will come with time. Thirdly, with 
the right attitude you can keep everyone 
smiling as you do it, which is what makes 
the difference between a good JM and an 
excellent one. 

‘You wouldn’t be the first person to mistakenly  
open the window instead of the door in an Islander’

5  Getting the spot 
right matters when 
your landing area is 
a demo! By Ian Cain
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CHIMERA

F R O M 
C O N C E P T 
T O  C O M P

How to make a successful skydiving team with a little help from 

British National bronze medallists Chimera

Team Enigma, 
by Chris Cook

T
he new season is finally upon 
us and, like lambs in spring,  
new skydiving teams are starting 
to appear across the UK’s 
dropzones. But wait! Before  
you jump straight in (ha, jump…), 

check out our tips to help you start and develop  
a successful team.

1 
Know what you want

What are you looking for in a skydiving 
team? While it might feel like a simple 
question, knowing exactly what you’re 
after is an essential step in a team’s 
future success. You’ll need to be clear  

in your own mind so you can discuss your goals 
with potential teammates too.

For some people, the goal might be skills- 
driven; many of us choose to join skydiving 
teams to improve our skills and learn a lot  
more in our chosen discipline. For others,  
it’s more of a social activity for getting to  
know other jumpers and having a whole lot  
of fun travelling around the country’s various 
roadshows and UKSL events.
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No matter what’s driving you, it’s worth giving 
some thought to answering this question before 
you even get started looking for a team.

2 
Find like-minded 

teammates

Some teams start in the dropzone 
bar after a day’s jumping and a 
jägerbomb or two. Others, much like 
the Spice Girls (or Little Mix, for the 

younger jumpers among you), are put together  
in a sort of ‘manufactured’ line-up featuring X 

Factor-style auditions and often bring together 
jumpers from different dropzones to create 
something ‘designed’ from its conception.

There are advantages to both approaches 
and there’s no ‘right’ way to go about this.  
The main point to consider is how well matched 
you and your teammates are in terms of your 
goals. If you’ve thought about what you want  
(see above), you’ll be much better placed to 
discuss this with them.

It’s important you agree on what you’re 
trying to achieve in the team, and it’s also  
worth considering budget at this point. Again,  
it doesn’t matter how much money you have  
(as our very own OC once proved with her  
team Enigma, which competed in AAA on 
minimal spend), but it is important that you  
agree roughly on what you’re able to commit.

3
Choose your coach

Speaking from our experience as a 
team, a great coach is worth their 
weight in jump tickets. We’ve been 
incredibly fortunate to have an 
excellent coach right from the start 

and we have since invested in additional coaches  
to give us a rounded set of skills and feedback.

Coaching is relevant across all disciplines, 
from FS to FF and Tracking to Speed, and 
everyone can learn from the experience of 
someone else. You don’t have to blindly follow 
what they say, either. Over the years we’ve been 
together, we’ve learned to recognise our own  
style and to take on coaches’ advice where it  
helps us and not to where it doesn’t. Having  
an outside perspective gives you that option  
and means you don’t have to struggle with  
trying to coach yourselves from within the team.

While we are certainly advocates of paying for 
a good coach, this shouldn’t be a sticking point 
for teams on a smaller budget. The BPA provides 
free coaching (yes, FREE!) to everyone via the 
roadshows and UKSL meets, which are well 
worth taking advantage of. There are also ways to 
reduce the cost, such as splitting the day rate with 
another team when paying for a coach by the day.

4
Make a plan

Right now, it feels like absolutely ages 
until Nationals. In reality, time will 
pass quickly and many teams have 
already started their training. We’re 
looking at you, NFTO, with all your 

lovely photos in the sun. We’re not jealous at all!
We find it really useful to make a plan early on 

in the season. In fact, we’ve used pretty much the 
same plan since we started: focusing on tunnel 
work (with some jumps) up to the World 
Challenge in April, and then entering the ‘jump 
phase’ thereafter, including tunnel with rigs and 
jumping at Skydive Langar and overseas camps.

Your plan will need to align with your goals, 
your budgets and, of course, your time 

James Woods,  
by Rob Lloyd

Chimera on the hill, 
by Chris Cook
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‘Skydiving is an 
amazing hobby 
and something  
we all love to do. 
Remember why 
you do it and be 
sure to keep  
that in mind 
throughout  
your season’

constraints. Our tail Chris is a working jumper 
and we have to work our weekends around his 
schedule, recognising that any weekend day he 
takes to jump with us is lost money for him. Our 
OC Laura is off on her jollies to South East Asia 
this year, so our camp time is reduced and we have 

to focus on getting as many jumps in elsewhere.
Make a plan that suits your team and be 
sure to get the dates in the diary. It’s also 
well worth contacting the dropzone(s) 
you plan to jump at to let them know 
when you will be coming and ensure  
that they have the capacity to give you 

the jumps you want.

5
It’s (nearly) all in your head

For those of you who attended our 
talk at BPA Skydive the Expo, you’ll 
know how important the psychology 
of all of this has been for us. We know 
the same is true of other teams, and 

indeed athletes across many other sports too. 
There are various psychological principles you can 
use to help your team progress and techniques to 
give you a better season all round.

The most talked about one in skydiving is 
visualisation. This is the idea that we can practise 
things in our mind before doing them in real life, 
giving us an advantage and allowing us to learn 
our skydiving skills pretty much anywhere.

To visualise effectively, you’ll need quiet. 
Most people like to close their eyes. You can 
choose to imagine yourself in the skydive from 
your own point of view, picture the team from the 
cameraflyer’s perspective – or both. The goal is to 
put yourself right there in the sky/tunnel and feel 
how it’s going to feel, think what you’re going to 
think and essentially give yourself a dry run during 
which you can spot any areas you’re unsure about 
and create muscle memory to get your moves right.

FS tip: Nominate a teammate to post a dive on 
your group chat each day and everyone can use 
that as their dive to visualise for that day.

General tip: Visualise on the loo to make use of 
wasted time! Other concepts to help you improve 
your skydiving team include ‘pass the rock’ style 
sessions, recognition of each other’s stress points 

Xxxxxxxxxxxx

After landing,  
by Rob Lloyd

Competing indoor,  
by Windoor Realfly
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‘When our teammate Chris was injured, our first thought 
wasn’t of our potential podium position’ 

and agreeing which activities fit in the ‘I’ column 
and the ‘we’ column (check out our Expo video 
for more info). Some or all of these may work  
for you, while others may not. Pick and choose 
what works for the whole team and be prepared 
to accept that not everyone in the team may 
share your individual preparation techniques.

 
Bonus tip: It’s not the be all and end all. We love 
skydiving, we love our skydiving team and we 
consider ourselves incredibly fortunate to be 
really good friends and to genuinely enjoy 

spending time in one another’s company. However, 
one of the lessons we had to call on last season was 
that some things are still more important than the 
team. When our teammate Chris was injured, our 
first thought wasn’t of our potential podium 
position or the effect his absence might have on 
our average. We didn’t think for a moment about 
who would replace him or what would happen to 
the team. Our first thought was actually for our 
friend, how he was feeling and what we could  
do to help. In fact, it wasn’t until a couple of  
weeks later that any of us really thought about  

the team at all. Not because it’s not important, but 
because it’s not the most important. Skydiving is 
an amazing hobby and something we all love to do. 
Remember why you do it and be sure to keep that 
in mind throughout your season.

Do you fancy giving 4-way a go and getting 
some of that free coaching? We’re running a 
4-way event at Skydive Langar on March 10 – find 
out more via our Facebook page at facebook.com/
chimeraskydive – plus lots more tunnel comps 
throughout the season too. 

See you on the flight line... 

The Mecca of 4-way:  
finding like-minded 
teammates. By Rob Lloyd









O N E  H A N D  T A K E S , 

T H E  O T H E R  

H A N D  G I V E S
With more than a decade in the environmental field, Daniel Cope 

explains how his guilt about skydiving has been alleviated  

through a pain-free eight pence fee, with blue(r) skies ahead!

1
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W
orking as an 
environmental 
advocate while 
skydiving every 
weekend is as 

hypocritical as being a vegan butcher  
or an ’80s cover artist who refuses to 
perform any Hall and Oates songs.  
As a result, deciding to take up the  
sport in 2012 added a new level of 
consideration for me. But why is it that, 
500 jumps later, I can continue in the 
sport I love while staying relatively 
guilt-free? Two words: carbon offsetting.

Carbon offsetting, you say?
Carbon offsetting is the process of reducing 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas 
equivalents (CO₂e) in order to balance the 
release of emissions produced elsewhere. 
In this instance, some way of balancing 
out burning aviation fuel. 

Nearly all human activity has a carbon 
footprint. Ironing a shirt uses about 25 
grams of CO₂e (if you are me, it’s closer 
to the 100g mark!). Even the energy  

used to write, send and receive a text 
message has a 0.014g CO₂e carbon 
footprint1. Think carefully: was the 
extra aubergine emoji really worth it? 
Naturally, industries that rely heavily  
on aviation to carry out their day-to-day 
activities are prone to higher levels of 
CO₂e output.

Buzz Lightyear to  
the rescue!
Fortunately for me, I wasn’t alone in 
this battle. The Chief Instructor and  
DZ Owner of Skydive Tilstock, Alex 
Busby-Hicks (Buzz), also felt the calling  
to become more environmentally 
balanced, albeit on a much grander  
scale. In addition to offsetting his own 
carbon footprint, he was keen to offset 
Tilstock’s 5,000 annual skydives.

As a result of this carbon offsetting 
proposal, 59 tonnes of CO₂e have been 
offset at an approximate cost of eight 
pence per skydive. This was absorbed by 
the club itself rather than going through 
the arduous process of charging as part  

of each individual jump. Its chosen 
project provides clean drinking water  
to a community in Uganda via the 
rehabilitation of a well. In turn, this 
removes the need for families to boil 
water to sterilise it, saving firewood  
and so the accompanying CO2 release.

“The effects of global warming cannot 
be ignored and Skydive Tilstock will take 
this responsibility seriously,” says Buzz. 
“Until we find a method of skydiving 
without an aeroplane, we will continue 
our obligations of carbon offsetting. 
It’s the right thing to do!”

Furthermore, there is a business case 
for carbon offsetting if it is marketed 
effectively. Many individuals are 
becoming increasingly concerned 
with their personal carbon footprint. 
Therefore, any business willing to invest 
in carbon-reducing initiatives will be 
well-received by potential customers. 
Research suggests 31% of consumers 
reward a company for operating 
responsibly by purchasing its products  
or speaking positively about it².

‘Until we find a method of skydiving without an aeroplane, 
we will continue our obligations of carbon offsetting.  
It’s the right thing to do!’

1  This Ugandan 
community now  
have clean drinking 
water fresh from 
their well, with no 
need to boil it

2  For just eight 
pence per skydive, 
you could offset  
your jumps 
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CARBON OFFSETTING

Silencing the cynics
Criticism concerning carbon offsetting 
generally resonates from two distinct 
camps: those who believe offsetting is 
not directly addressing the source of the 
issue and those who doubt offsetting 
projects are effective – or even genuine!

Regarding its legitimacy, it would be 
unwise to invest in any financial model 
which did not have a robust auditing 
process. Introduced in the early 1990s, 
carbon offsetting is a relatively new 
phenomenon. In its infancy, issues arose 
partly as the result of bloated projects  
and, in extreme cases, the felling of  
trees originally planted to offset carbon! 
That’s why, in 2003, the World Wildlife 
Fund and other Non-Governmental 
Organisations created the ‘Gold Standard’ 
certification, a rigid benchmark for 
best-practice climate initiatives. Not only 
would projects be required to mitigate 
carbon release, they would also have to 
provide stringent social, health and 
economic benefits to a community. 

To those who remark that carbon 
offsetting is not addressing the true 
source of the issue, they are correct – 
in part, at least. In a perfect world, 
humans would have zero impact upon the 
environment. However, until significant 
technological improvements facilitate 
this, that will not be possible. What is 
possible, however, is alleviating emissions 
where we can and choosing our battles. 
The very notion of carbon offsetting 
allows for more conversations on the 
impact of CO₂e while developing our 
personal awareness of what we can do  
in other areas of our lives.

What can I do, for I am  
just a humble skydiver?
Chief Instructors and DZ Owners alike 
should give serious consideration to 
supporting green initiatives. Many  
will argue they simply would not 
recognise the economical benefit of 
carbon offsetting. However, most can 
accept that human-caused climate 
change is intensifying and, for just eight 
pence per skydive, is it not worth it? 

1. CO₂ released through 

burning of fossil fuels

5. Less wood is required, 

decreasing CO₂ emissions

2. Carbon offsetting 

funds invested from the 

source of the emissions

3. Borehole provides clean 

drinking water to community!

4. Water is clean and so  

does not need to be boiled

T H E  C A R B O N  O F F S E T T I N G  P R O C E S S

3  Rehabilitating 
this well in Uganda 
removes the need for 
families to boil water 
to sterilise it, saving 
firewood and so  
the accompanying 
CO₂ release

3
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To find out more about carbon offsetting schemes you can be a part of, go to carbonfootprint.com

Though it would be favourable, this 
does not require your home dropzone 
to be as environmentally responsive  
as mine. Individual carbon offsetting 
can be achieved using a variety of 
offsetting websites right now, a process  
I have used since my static line days  
in 2012. And, if all else fails, come and 
visit Skydive Tilstock – where you can 
jump back to Planet Earth, while saving 
Planet Earth! 
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M A K I N G  A 

S P L A S H
Sunshine, skydiving and unexpected swimming at  

the ninth FAI World Cup of Canopy Piloting

WORDS: CARA PRITCHARD  PHOTOS: MARK NORMAN

Chris Lynch on  

a freestyle run



CP WORLD CUP

Jack Bradford,  

upside down
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I
t was 4am local time in Dubai when 
Jack Bradford and I arrived after a 
seven-hour flight to be greeted by 
two FAI officials. We were handed  
a little UAE flag each, had our 

pictures taken and were escorted to  
a fancy-looking white Audi outside  
the airport. I must admit I felt very 
important; I could get used to this!

After a quick nap at the hotel, we 
got on a little bus that took us to the  
Palm DZ for the official training jumps. 
On the way, the streets were lined with 
flags and posters announcing the 
competition. We registered Team GB  
in a big tent by the entrance to the DZ 
(receiving special IDs) and then made  
our way to the main site for Jack to do his 
kit and docs. Here we met up with Chris 
Lynch, who was kitting up for a jump. 

Chris and Jack were selected for the GB 
delegation after competing in the British 
CP Nationals in 2016. Unfortunately, the 
other competitors who also qualified for 
the delegation could not make the 
competition due to work commitments, 
injury or clashes with other competitions.

The World Cup had a total of 94 
competitors from 24 countries, with 
some well-known faces in the crowd. 
Chris was flying a Petra 69, loaded at 2.85, 
and he had done 65 jumps on it by the 
start of the meet. Jack was on his Valkyrie 
79 with a wing loading of 2.65. Both of 
these were fairly conservative compared 
to the 3.5s that some were flying! 

Three days of training allowed Chris 
and Jack a handful of jumps before the 
competition began. It was Jack’s first time 
jumping over the Palm (beer!), which he 
summed up as a “great experience” with 
“awesome views”. Even on the ground, 
the scene was beautiful; blue sea to one 
side and Dubai’s skyline on the other. 
Getting there early in the mornings, we 
were able to watch the rising sun peer 
through the buildings over the pond and 
I, as the unofficial Team GB Coach, could 
film the swoopers in glorious sunshine 
throughout the rest of the day. 

Day One: Speed
7:30am, wheels off! With my special ID 
in hand, I was able to set up by the entry 
gates with Chris’ video camera. Each  
Twin Otter took 20 jumpers and there 
were four out on each pass, so all I had  
to do was count the little canopies as 
they opened and listen to Regan Tetlow 
announce the competitors as they set up 
their turns.

Round 1, Jack’s pass. One – open. Two 
– open. Three – chop. Uh oh! Did I lose 
count, was that Jack? Not a great start to 
the competition. However, Jack was the 
next jumper and his opening was perfect 
(good job as usual, PD), but he went on to 

miss the entry gate by inches and score  
a zero. Jack admitted: “It took me a few 
jumps to get my setup points right,  
which put me right down at the bottom  
of the table after a couple of unfortunate 
rounds throughout the competition.” 

Chris had a much better outcome, 
scoring a personal best in Round 2 with 
2.745s and beating that in Round 3 with 
2.718s! Chris said these were “way off the 
2.3s average that won the Speed event, but 
definitely a move in the right direction”.

Day Two: Distance
Between Jack and Chris’s rounds, I sat 
alongside the gravel end of the course near 
the 160m mark and watched the other 
competitors land their Distance rounds.  
I witnessed Nick Batsch’s previous World 
Record (169.19m in 2014) being smashed  
by Cedric Veiga Rios, who zoomed past  
me to score a whopping 175.99m! 

Back at the entry gate, I filmed Chris 
score another personal best of 108m during 
Round 2.

Round 1 for Jack, and he must have 
missed the water in front of the gate by 
millimetres. Default three points. Round 2, 
lining up towards the gates during the 
recovery and it all looked good. Toe drag 
before the gate… followed by his knee… 
then he was upside down in the harness… 
then the canopy flew perpendicular to 
the ground for a good second… and then 
Jack did a decent cartwheel over the top  
of his canopy and splashed into the pond. 
This all happened within three seconds 
from the toe touch on the water, and I got 
it all in frame. 

We said it then and we’ll say it again: 
thank you to the emergency crew around 
the pond, who were so quick and efficient 
in getting Jack and his gear out of the pond 
and onto the buggy to the medical centre 
on site. The doctors were very thorough, 
but were happy to send a very sore but 
unbroken Jack back into the world. Then 
I made the mistake of showing the doctors 
the video of his accident, and they 
promptly tried to persuade Jack to go and 
get checked out in an actual hospital. 
They’d never seen a swooping accident 
before – oops!

Jack managed to escape with some 
unimpressive bruising on his legs – he 
didn’t even lose a shoe! – and was ready 
to compete again the next morning.  
For the rest of that day and the day after 
that, a lot of the other competitors who 
had heard about or seen Jack’s wipeout 
were asking after him. It was brilliant to 
see the camaraderie and support that  
these swoopers have for one another.  
The potential danger of this discipline  
is never out of mind, and we’re very 
fortunate in this instance that the pond  
at the Palm is so large. 

Chris Lynch coming  

off the pond on  

rear risers

Jack increasing  

his freefall time
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Day Three: Zone Accuracy
Chris particularly enjoyed this day 
because his aim was to hit all of the 
water gates, which he almost managed 
to do. The exception was the last gate  
on Round 1, but it was super close.
 
Day Four: Max Distance  
and Freestyle 
The last day of the competition finished 
off with Max Distance (Distance Round 
3) and two uno�cial Freestyle rounds for 
those who fancied a go – which Chris 

did, with the move ‘boomerang’. Jack 
didn’t compete here, claiming that he’d 
already done his Freestyle round, and  
sat filming everyone else with me on  
the sidelines. That was a good shout;  
a LOT of people went swimming. They 
seemed to enjoy themselves, though,  
and I imagine it was quite refreshing!

Team GB had a great time socialising 
with swoopers from all around the globe 
and enjoyed warm sunshine in November. 
Chris aimed to score every round, with 
anything more being a bonus; he got two 

personal bests, finishing in 81st overall. 
Jack managed to fulfil his aim for the 
competition and not finish last (89th  
out of 94). Both Jack and Chris are keen 
to get back in the air and train for the 
World Championships 2018 in Poland.

Competitive Canopy Piloting is a 
niche discipline, with challenges at every 
turn, but everyone’s as supportive as 
you’d expect with skydivers involved.  
If Canopy Piloting appeals to you at  
all, Chris says: “Get some coaching and 
enter the Nationals!” 

GB delegation

Jack Bradford  

on a speed run

CP WORLD CUP
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In light winds, you don’t need to 

think too hard about collapsing 

your canopy after landing; just 

flare, touch down and it will 

usually fall behind you unless  

you guide it elsewhere.

In stronger winds, you may 

need to give it a bit more ‘oomph’! 

Students are often taught to let go 

of one toggle and keep reeling in 

the other one. Turning and facing 

your canopy usually helps, as does 

running around it to put yourself 

downwind of it. If it seems to want 

to reinflate, a good tip is to keep 

your foot gently on the bag or 

bridle – if you can get to it! This 

should give you enough respite to 

set your brakes and collect your 

canopy without it trying to take off.

I often see people with 

hundreds of jumps who have 

never got out of their student 

habit of letting go of one toggle 

as soon as they land. I watch it 

ping away freely, sometimes to 

be collected and stowed just 

seconds later, but sometimes 

to dangle all the way from the 

landing area to the packing shed. 

It’s funny; these seem to be the 

same people who have one really 

twisted brakeline. I can see the 

light glinting off the twists as they 

pack, and sometimes I can notice 

that the tail is hanging a good inch 

or two lower on one side as they 

�nish their pro pack and wonder 

why their canopy opened off 

heading again...

C O L L A P S I N G 

Y O U R  C A N O P Y 

By Rob Lloyd
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‘Turning  
and facing 
your canopy 
usually 
helps, as 
does running 
around it to 
put yourself 
downwind  
of it.’ 

By Sam Lee
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Section 2 of the BPA Operations 

Manual has been updated to 

reflect a new process that was 

agreed upon by the Safety and 

Training Committee in late 2017. 

It used to be the case that 

coaching quali�cations were 

renewed by a logbook 

endorsement every two years. 

N E W  R E N E W A L  R U L E S
to their status; have completed  

a minimum of �ve lessons/

briefs during the preceding 

year; and, for all disciplines 

that require in-air coaching, 

the coach must have 

completed a minimum of 30 

jumps in the previous year 

including �ve coaching jumps.

However, this was dif�cult for 

Chief Instructors to keep track 

of, especially compared to the 

robust system of signing off 

Instructor ratings every April. 

So the coaching renewal 

system has been brought into 

line with the Instructor renewal 

system and, for the �rst time, if 

you hold any coaching ratings you 

will need to have them endorsed 

on your BPA membership renewal 

form by your CI. 

A minimum currency 

requirement has also been 

introduced: coaches must satisfy 

their CI that they are current in  

all aspects of coaching relevant  

VFS over Langar, by Chris Cook
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The DZs given are the 

ones where the coach 

achieved their rating, but 

they may be available 

to coach at other DZs. 

Congratulations to all.

BASIC TRACKING COACH 

Jack Dowse, JSPW(N) 

CF COACH

Kelly Spittle, Langar

CP COACH

Adrian Daszkowski, 

Skydive Madrid

FS COACH

Sam Warburton, Beccles

Hannah Cooper, Sibson

Mark Cheshire, JSPW(N)

Christopher Ptak, JSPW(N)

Michael Lovemore, LPS

Roger Davis, LPS

Jonny Castell, LPS

Sam Widdowson, Langar

Tamsyn Stanton, LPS

TRACKING COACH

Adrian Daszkowski, 

Skydive Madrid

James Round, APA

WINGSUIT COACH

Anthony Parker, APA

Anton Kuzmin, Hinton

N E W 
C O A C H E S

New CF coach 

Kel Spittle, by 

Ming Chu
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By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

NZ Aerosports – SLeia
Those crazy Kiwis are at it again. They’ve taken a look at their 
super high performance Leia wing and thought: “How can we 
make this a bit more insane?” The result? The limited edition 
SLeia. Although it shares most of the same letters in its name 
as the wing it’s based on, NZ Aerosports are keen to emphasise 
that this is no run of the mill Leia. 

They talk of more precision, more power and a more 
aggressive attack. Big words indeed, but the science seems 
to back it up. Made from 100% polyurethane-coated nylon 
(sail) for performance, they’ve also added mini ribs, a steeper 
trim and removed the attachment point (RDS only). Line-wise, 
SLeia ships with Vectran 300 but, if you like things a little 
girthier, you can opt for Vectran 400. 

Like all their canopies, they’ve used some super-clever CAD 
in the design and have had it in prototype for a long time.

As you’ve probably guessed, this is not a canopy for your 
average jumper. You need to be super-current on highly loaded 
Leia/VK-style wings and they say that it’s not suitable as a first 
crossbraced canopy. 

If you want one, you need to be crazy quick – they’re only 
making 50. Yup, 50. And, unlike their other canopies, you can 
only order SLeia in one of six colour patterns. 

At NZ$3,850, this is certainly not a cheap wing. However, for 
that you get the wing, a custom SLeia RDS, a spare lineset and, 
most importantly, a SLeia T-shirt. The latter, of course, allows 
everyone to know you have one when you’re not on the DZ.

nzaerosports.com

Aerodyne Service 
Bulletin SB121817

Aerodyne have released a mandatory 
service bulletin covering their semi-
stowless bags with side tuck tabs and 
magnetic mouth closure that were sold 
either with a container or as a spare part 
from June 2015 to October 31 2017.

Long bulletin short, they’ve been 
made aware that some people have 

noticed opening issues – namely  
line dump – and will be replacing  
all affected bags with the new and 
revised version, free of charge.

If you do have one of the affected 
bags, Aerodyne say you can continue  
to use it but they stress that you  
should strictly follow the packing 
instructions for its use until your 
replacement arrives.

If you have a bag made after 
November 2017, fret not – you don’t 

need to do anything. You can easily 
identify if you have the newer style bag 
because it has red stow pockets for  
the magnetic mouth closure system. 

They’ve already ramped up 
production of the new style bags to 
meet demand and, if you have one 
that needs replacing, just head to 
�yaerodyne.com/registration

To read the service bulletin in full,  

visit flyaerodyne.com
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AON2 – X2
AON2 is an interesting company.  
I wasn’t wildly impressed with 
their first alti – a visual that 
replaced numbers with coloured 
LEDs – but their follow-up 
basic audible ‘pebble’ is pretty 
cool. They’re now working on 
something completely new  
which looks to revolutionise the 
way an alti looks and functions.

Dubbed the X2, this next-
generation alti looks more like  
a wrist-worn tablet and claims  
to be as much �ight computer  
as altimeter. Combining a  
large sunlight-readable colour 
display with a barometer, GPS, 
Bluetooth and motion sensors, 
the makers say it should help 
skydivers improve their  
situational awareness as well  
as provide heaps of data  

post-jump. All this happens  
within a slim profile of 71mm  
x 49.5mm x 9mm.

Skydivers will be able  
to configure the display  
according to the type of jump  
and they’re placing emphasis  
on the avoidance of information 
overload through clear  
visual cues. The GPS 
functionality will give 
ground speed, glide 
ratio, logging and range/
heading back to the LZ.

Some of the tech 
specs include being 
operational to 30,000ft, a built-in 
compass, detailed jump logging 
with wireless uploads to Android/
iOS, three days of battery life and 
an IPX7 waterproof rating.

The X2 will open for pre-orders 
in late March, with expected 
delivery being eight weeks  

after that. 
If you want one, 
head over to their website 
and be ready to cough  
up a pretty reasonable £300. 
 
aon2.co.uk

L&B – Ares II

Danish alti gurus L&B have just 
announced a new visual alti named 
Ares II.

Following the similar form we 
all know and love, Ares II is made 
from anodised aircraft-grade 
aluminium – a departure from  
their usual plastic casings.

Although this is more cut-down 
in terms of features, the Ares II 
still packs a hearty punch.  
The large LCD screen features 
a 2mm hardened glass lens and 
offers operational altitudes of up 
to 40,000ft – you know, should 
you manage to get a little more 

upwards from your pilot. 
It’ll store detailed jump 

information for your last 200 
jumps including exit altitude, 
deployment altitude, freefall  
time and max speeds for your 
freefall and canopy ride. There  
are also the usual settings like 
mph/kph and feet/metres and 
a handy backlight with its own 
dedicated button right on the front.

Ares II ships with a hand mount 
or it will fit their standard wrist 
bands if that’s more your thing.

It’s available at the end of 
February, price TBC.

lbwebstore.com

Hypoxic – Hypeye  
Sony Alpha

If you use one of Sony’s newer action cams 
and want to easily know if it’s on or recording, 
there’s now a better way than getting up in  
your buddy’s face and screaming “IS THE 
RED LIGHT ON?” Hypoxic have reworked their 
classic Hypeye product, slimmed it down  
to almost nothing and released it for all you 
Sony action cam-loving jumpers. 

All you have to do is plug the right-angled 
Micro USB connector into your camera and  
run the cable with the LED through your 
helmet and down in front of one of your eyes. 
With it all in place, that LED is going to give 
you all the info you need: blue for powered on, 
red for recording and yellow for warning/error.

It doesn’t need any additional power 
because it takes the very small amount it 

needs from your camera when it’s turned 
on and, as it’s totally hardwired, there’s no 
worries about the interference or lag that  
can happen with some of 
the wireless solutions.

The only thing you 
need to know is that 
the connector on your 
camera has to have the 
word ‘Multi’ written next 
to it, which should cover 
all the newer (white) Sony 
action cams. 

Available in both 
standard and �ipped 
orientation to accommodate 
the direction of your port (oo 
er), you can pick one up from 
their website directly for $79.

gethypoxic.com
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The cost of BPA membership renewal has 

fallen for yet another year and, at less than 

£100, it is a third cheaper than it was a decade 

ago. This is largely due to our excellent track 

record in safety, which has led to insurance 

premiums falling year after year. The total 

membership fee is now less than the insurance 

element alone from 10 years ago.

But good safety doesn’t happen by accident; 

it’s down to everyone playing their part. When 

you flightline check your friends, speak up about 

something that looks out of place or double 

check the spot. Remember: you are helping. 

Last year saw the malfunction rate drop 

below one in 1,000 for the �rst time. Out of 

260,096 jumps, just 255 had malfunctions or 

deployment problems. This rate of one in 1,019 

is better than the previous year’s one in 901, 

which was itself a new BPA record at the time. 

That 255 count is also our lowest number of 

malfunctions in a year, down from 305 in 2016. 

Chop chop!

The number of injuries was also a new low, at 

just 144 total (169 in 2016), and the rate of one 

injury per 1,806 jumps is our best yet too. Injury 

reports include all injuries such as cuts and 

bruises as well as more serious injuries. Serious 

injuries include broken bones (mainly ankles and 

legs) and dislocations (mainly shoulders).

Out of more than a quarter of a million jumps, 

55,198 were tandems. Of these, 68 resulted in 

reserve rides and 61 resulted in injury.

Sadly, there was one fatality on a BPA 

dropzone in 2017. It is not helpful to compare  

the rate of fatalities each year because we  

have so few fatalities in total, but we can look 

back over a number of years. There have been 

a total of 44 fatalities on BPA dropzones out of 

more than 5.3 million jumps made in the last 20 

years and, sadly, many were preventable deaths. 

For comparison, the USPA have averaged 21.9 

fatalities per year for the last ten years, and 32.3 

since their records began in 1963.

If we want to continue our admirable safety 

record, we can all make a difference. It doesn’t 

matter whether you’re an Instructor, a student 

or somewhere in between. Here’s to an even 

safer future.

2 0 1 7  –  H O W 

D I D  W E 

M E A S U R E  U P ?
New year, new stats? The state of play with safety is looking good

SAFETY ZONE

Don’t worry, they’re fine! By Rob Lloyd
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan

PAGE 

67
3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0FB
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft

6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield, 
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander
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8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL

PAGE 

69
10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Cessna Grand Caravan
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15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire 
OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Cessna Caravan

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

19 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

20 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

21 Tilstock

Skydive Tilstock Freefall Club

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@skydivetilstock.co.uk
skydivetilstock.co.uk

Airvan
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22 Beccles Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

23 Sibson Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

24 Weston

RAF Weston on the Green,

Bicester, Oxford OX25 3TQ

Currently military only
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25 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.org
skydivecyprus.org 

Cessna Grand Caravan

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

9

CLUBZONE
AFFILIATED DZS AVAILABLE 
TO BPA MEMBERS – HOW 
MANY HAVE YOU JUMPED AT?
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GALLERY

1  Speed Star, by Duncan

2  Team Jersey: Hedi Green, 

Michael Stocks, Luke Gale, 

Liam Hardman and Claire 

Louise Allen

3  A special tandem jump. 

The tandem student is  

Sophie Harper, the TI is  

Rob Spour, the plush  

pony belongs to Rob  

Spour’s daughter and  

Andy Pointer and Kris  

Cavil are the cameraflyers.  

By Marcin Kowalski

4  Third attempt at 

sitflying – nice one Gloria!  

By Kyle Skoyles

5  Tyler Guerin exiting, 

by Levi Hamill

6  Skydiving above 

Jeffrey’s Bay in South  

Africa with a 360° camera,  

by Mikey Lovemore
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BECCLES

…AND A HAPPY  

NEW YEAR! 
Firstly, on behalf of myself and the crew at Beccles, we would like 

to wish you all a Happy New Year. You may all be asking yourselves: 

what did you guys do to celebrate the New Year? Lots of jumping, of 

course, so we went into 2018 with a bang! I would also like to give a 

big shout out to all the staff, club jumpers and tandem students who 

made 2017 a year to remember. 

Huge congratulations to Javi Gomez, whose mind was not set on the 

Christmas spirit but on the rigging course he absolutely smashed in 

late December. Get the juice in, mate. 

Looking to the not-so-far future, we are all excited to say that we  

will be welcoming a new aircraft on the dropzone for us to chuck 

around. Be prepared for bigger and better FS jumps, hopefully 

organised by Danny French. Now let’s get a real Beccles big-way 

going! Packers, have your fingers at the ready and let’s hope they  

don’t bleed too much!

With so many great plans in 2018, this is the year for our club jumpers 

to really shine and show us what they’re made of. We want more 

progression, more jumps and the Friday crew getting more days off! 

Callum Kennedy 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  James Bennett, Amy Gray, Andy 

Humphries, Jessica Lemos, Callum Naismith,  

Sam Stedman, Tracy Stephens, Mayank Patel, Matthew Rozier  CH2/JM1  

Ishwar Gurung, Aaron Rudgley  FS1  Lucy Abbey, Lee Hampson, Cody Markham  

TR1  Erwin Haag, Lee Hampson  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Ishwar Gurung, 

Aaron Rudgley  200  Karl Thackeray

BLACK KNIGHTS

HERE WE GO AGAIN…
Last year concluded with our annual Christmas party and a great 

night was had by all, although some had bigger headaches than others 

the next morning. Our annual BKPC awards were presented on the 

night, and Skydiver of the Year was a joint award between Natalie Henry 

and Martin Jensen for all their progress and commitment throughout 

2017. Congratulations guys and girls, and keep up the good work! 

Student of the Year was awarded to Paul Hesketh. Paul has worked 

incredibly hard throughout 2017 and was awarded his A Licence 

towards the end of the year. He now aims to get his FS1 and we  

look forward to seeing his progression in the sport! Tool of the Year 

was awarded to Levi Hamill and I’m sure everyone at Black Knights 

will know why so no explanation is needed! Club Member of the  

Year was awarded to Craig Marsh for his continuous hard work  

and dedication at Black Knights, rain or shine. Chief Instructor  

Paul also wanted to hand out special recognition to Mark Lord  

and Matt Denton, and concluded by thanking all the staff and  

club jumpers for their continued support throughout the year.

Paul would also like to congratulate Elliot Mitchell, Dan Mercer  

and Levi Hamill for all receiving six-month recommendations  

on their Category System Basic Instructor courses. The hard  

work starts now!

We plan to do more jumping than ever in 2018. We already have 

numerous load-organised events planned, with Ally Milne, Will  

Cooke, Jim Bradwell and Jonathan Charles confirmed, and two  

BPA Roadshows, so keep an eye on our Facebook page.

Felix

ACHIEVEMENTS
AFF GRADUATE  Will Pilling  CAT8/CH1  Adam 

Greener  CAT8  Jack Clarke  CH2/JM1  Paul Hesketh, 

Craig Oliver Walsh  FS1  Chris Adams, Steve Broadbent  JUMP NUMBERS  

50  Paul Hesketh, Craig Oliver Walsh  200  Paul Cakebread, Callum Davies, 

Liz Matthews, Dave Smith

BRIDLINGTON

BLUE SKIES
I write with great sadness due to the unexpected passing of a great 

man – Denislav Ivanov. Denis died unexpectedly at his home in Hull  

on January 13 2018.

Most people’s first impressions on meeting Denis could only be 

described as totally incorrect. He presented as a giant of a man,  

with little hair and a steely glare. If you met him in a dark alley, you 

would undoubtedly walk the other way. This scary exterior was far 

from the truth and lives were definitely enriched by knowing him. 

Denis can only be described as a gentle giant, and his huge stature, 

personality and friendship will be missed by all who knew him.

Denis came to Skydive GB in 2013, full of enthusiasm after  

completing his training in Bulgaria. Our initial concern was the  

size of our aircraft and we wondered if we would need to reduce  

the number of jumpers onboard when he was on the lift. Denis 

progressed to C Licence and was always keen to learn, and this  

was apparent in both skydiving and his career. As a prescribing 

pharmacist, he was continuously studying to further his already 

extensive knowledge. His medical knowledge would often be  

called upon and he always had time to help. 

Denis was highly trained in the discipline of Krav Maga and I held  

many sensible conversations with Denis while totally ignoring the  

fact that he had Dave ‘Dangerous’ Johnson in a headlock at the  

same time. Despite such training, Denis was actually a gentle soul 

who idolised his family and friends.

Throughout 2017, Skydive GB had a malfunction-free year until the 

final lift of the final day of the season when Denis jumped his new kit! 

On landing safely, he gave me his infamous evil laugh and promised  

it would not happen again.

NEWS

BECCLES

Dave Tee, by  

James Brooke

BRIDLINGTON

Denislav Ivanov,  

by Erik Bowie

CLUB ZONE
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Denis leaves a huge, grizzly bear-shaped hole in the club that can 

never be filled and we are all devastated. Our thoughts are with his 

family, particularly his wife and young children. Though Denis is no 

longer with us, his memory is engrained and he will be remembered 

as a true friend. Life was definitely better with Denis in it. 

Blue skies

Sara Orton

CARK

DID SOMEONE SAY 

“FREE BAR”?
The December Crimbo bash was another enormous success and 

topped off another momentous year of skydiving. Kindly organised  

by Kay, more than 100 sat down to a feast of food and wine. Men in 

skirts, men in high heels and The Popester in the thickest polo neck a 

polar bear would be proud of were just a few highlights to the evening.

In honourable fashion, Stuart and Mike presented the speeches and 

awards. Congratulations to all our nominees and, of course, to our 

outright category winners:

Littler and Large Award – Gregor, Brooke and Fern Rawson

Outstanding Achievement – Cark Crw and Cark Corner 

(CReW teams)

Commitment to the Sport – Jo Brennan

Student of the Year – Joe Clift (A.K.A Smooth Cheeks)

Skydiver of the Year – Andy Bate

Following the evening’s speeches, Dennis would usually present  

his DAFTA awards. However, he was already away on his hols in 

Shanghai procuring another tea plantation so this left a little more 

time for merriment. With a free bar, many lingered in the lounge  

(less distance to walk) while others danced and moved around the 

dance floor, throwing a few shapes or something like that – we were 

all a tad tipsy… 

The morning dawned along with a few bad heads and emergency  

Red Bulls. Breakfast soon went and another year at Skydive North 

West drew to a close, with all wishing a Happy New Year.

While the centre is closed, a new PA/sound system will be installed 

along with the new office suite. This year will see us hosting the FS 

4-way UKSL along with the CReW Regional meet, and FOXY will be 

with us in April for a four-day boogie. 

We look forward to seeing you all in February when we reopen.

Stuart Morris

CHATTERIS

START AS YOU  

MEAN TO GO ON
The DZ may have been closed over the winter, but the club has 

been busy coming up with new ideas to make the 2018 season an 

awesome one. 

There is renewed drive to engage with fun jumpers across all 

disciplines and there are plans to have regular load organising  

once we reopen. 

Our loyalty discount ticket price scheme has proved a huge success 

and will remain in place for this year as well. The first 50 tickets cost 

£20, the next 25 are £15 and those beyond that are only £12 each. 

Our social media presence has been rejuvenated, and more details on 

news and events can be found there (along with some epic pictures!). 

Check it out at facebook.com/skydive.chatteris 

Plans for another club trip to the Algarve are in the works, so stay 

tuned if you fancy joining our clubbies jumping in sunnier skies. 

Bobby Islam

CYPRUS

FESTIVE GREETINGS  
First of all, we would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year 

and hope you all have had a fantastic Christmas!  

OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW 

Over the Christmas period, we have been busy behind the scenes 

renovating the packing area, implementing a Formation Skydiving  

area and redecorating the packing hall. It has been hard work and  

it’s still a work in progress, but it’s starting to come together nicely.

4-WAY NATIONALS 

Lots of our members have also been busy participating in A, AAA  

and Rookie FS competitions. The winners of AAA are The Beauty and 

the Farmers – Liza Yianni, George Panagopoulos, Christos Nikolaou 

and George Kakkis – and they are going to represent Cyprus at the 

World Championships in Australia. The winners in Rookie are The Vet 

and the Bulls with Peter Constantinou, Demetres Demetriou, George 

Artemiou and Christos Nikolaou. Huge well done! 

RATINGS! 

Another huge well done goes to Tony Rayson on becoming an 

Advanced Instructor, Liza Yianni on becoming a CSI and George  

Kakkis on becoming a Rigger. Those are amazing achievements  

and they are ratings to be proud of.

CPA CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Finally, there was a get-together at the CPA Christmas Party to 

end 2017 at the Cosmopolis multi-venue to unwind from a fun and 

eventful year. It certainly has been that!

Chris Haughin

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8  Brian Gorman, Iakovos  Iakovou, Yiannis 

Ioannou, Lee Kennedy  FS1  Sam Williams 

DUNKESWELL

THINGS ARE LOOKING 

UP FOR 2018
Happy New Year to everyone! We’re very enthusiastic for 2018 

to roll on and are looking forward to kicking it off with a bang.

We’ve got a lot of events coming up in the next year to be excited 

about. We’re pleased to be hosting a Guinness World Record attempt 

on July 25 for the most tandem skydives completed in 24 hours, the 

current record held by Skydive Hibaldstow being 403. It will definitely 

CYPRUS

By Liza Yianni 

CARK

Rainbow DZ,  

by Duncan
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be an intense day for all involved, but we’re greatly looking forward to 

it. If you or anyone you know would like to get involved in any way, feel 

free to contact us.

We will also be hosting the Grand Prix in Accuracy on August 4-5 and 

the UKSL on May 5-6. These are only among the first of the awesome 

events we’re going to have, so keep your eyes peeled for any updates!

Let’s hope for a great year and great weather. Blue skies!

Miko

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Jason Braddick, Christine Cadman, 

Tindy Chan, Richard Creed, Rob Fisher, Adam 

Harrison, Jordan Price  CH2/JM1  Andy Clarke  FS1  Tony Brown  TR1  Lee 

Jones, Shaun Butler  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Andy Clarke  200  Liz Hourahine, 

Phil Husbands, James Moseley  300  Antony Eve, Luke Loughran  500  Andy 

Kilpatrick  1,000  Andrew Lock  1,300  Alki Vousvouni  6,000  Andy Guest  

HEADCORN

WARMTH IS  
FOR WIMPS!
We had a good run of weather for November and the first three 

weeks of December and those brave enough to face the -20°C 

temperatures at altitude got lots of jumping done. Well done to  

all our students who stayed current during this time, and we look 

forward to seeing the rest of you for retraining in February.

The club was closed from just before Christmas until the beginning  

of February and hopefully the first jumps of 2018 will have been  

made by the time you are reading this. During the break, the Caravan 

has been in for its annual aviation MOT and the Islander has been 

fitted with new 8.33 compliant radios.

Simon Hughes decided to retire from running the photography 

franchise at Headcorn, although he has not retired from jumping.  

He will still be fun jumping and doing AFF and the occasional video, 

and we wish him well for the future.

We have two new full-time staff in Simon ‘Sopey’ Soper and Lee 

Andrews. Sopey has been jumping his socks off to get to 800 jumps 

for his tandem course in April and Lee will head up the new in-house 

camera team. Both Clem and Pete have been very busy during the 

down time making improvements to facilities and Georgie has kept  

the office manned for bookings as well as making five years’ worth  

of WDIs. As for Jane, well – she just swanned off to New York!

We feel very positive about 2018 and we are all looking forward to 

seeing you in the new season ahead. 

Jane Hopkins

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Rob Luetchford  CH2/JM1  Chelsea 

Tooley  WS1  Jason Langridge  JUMP NUMBERS  

600  Tony Lloyd  700  Simon Soper

HIBALDSTOW

HANGOVER LEVEL: 
HEROIC
Last year went out with one hell of a bang here at Hibaldstow! 

Our last few weekends saw plenty of jumping, which was refreshing 

after a stormy, frustrating autumn. The Christmas party was 

explosive; the following morning, testing. Luckily there was plenty  

of thick fog and sleet first thing, so we could writhe about in bed  

crying for water for a little bit longer. 

Congratulations to our award winners! Spammer of the Year was,  

of course, Andy Eady. Not sure why. I guess he’s spammed about 

enough in the last couple of years that we could justify giving it to 

him? The Graduate of the Year was Anna Lucas, who has thrown 

herself into the sport this year and has made leaps and bounds!  

Our Instructor of the Year was the lovely Sophie Harper – if only  

she was as committed to writing the club news! Salty Jacks won 

Team of the Year after taking AA gold this year at the 4-way  

Nationals in their first year. The Boozehound of the Year, despite 

my best efforts in Portugal, went to Wendy ‘Please don’t put it on 

Facebook’ Pugh. Fair play, Wendy. Fair play...

Our Skydiver of the Year was Joe Mann. Joe has set himself apart 

this year as a top-tier cameraflyer and there seem to be more pages 

featuring his photos in every edition of the Mag than pages that don’t. 

Thanks for always being there to capture everyone’s awesomeness!

Now, 2018 is well underway! Rob enjoyed jumping tandems on our 

first weekend back, showing us all how it’s done. There’s been plenty 

of consol jumping and (chilly) FS coaching over recent weeks, with 

loads of great progression. A big shout out goes to Lee Shepherd  

for finishing and getting FS1 within a couple of weeks of getting his  

B Licence! The race is now on between Kieran and Sam to see who 

can get there next. At some point soon, dare I say it, Lyanne might 

even get an A Licence. It’s only taken since 2017, I suppose…

A huge well done to Liam and Luu, both of whom have achieved their 

Rigger ratings under Noel. Good luck to all our staff that are going to 

be attending BPA courses over the course of 2018!

We’ve just launched a social Facebook group. Make sure to search 

‘Skydive Hib Experienced Jumpers Group’ to keep up to date with 

goings on. DZ and wind tunnel events are going live for the 2018 

season, so check it out and see what tickles your fancy!

Andy Pointer

P.S. That wasn’t my first club news!

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Andrew Potts  CH2/JM1  Jordan Lomas 

(finally), Lee Shepherd  FS1  Lee Shepherd, Andrew 

Griggs  FF1  Mark Watson  IS1  Paul Hollow  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Jordan 

Lomas, Lee Shepherd  100  Ivon Coles  200  Sam Hall, Jake Willoughby  

300  Corrie Edgar, Mark Watson  600  Nigel Thurston  8,000  Baldrick

JERSEY

9X5, NOT 9 TO 5
With the shortest day of daylight hours behind us, we can start 

looking forward to some bright blue epicness over the next year. 

Before that, we have time to reflect on the winners from last season. 

First off, the Most Progressed Skydiver of 2017 went to Simon 

Griffiths, who busted through the 700 and 800 jump numbers,  

earned his FF2 qualification and – probably most impressively – 

competed in the world Speed Skydiving event, becoming Jersey’s  

first representative at a skydive competition in the process.  

Righteous dude!

Le Prix d’Aviation is awarded to the most stellar pilot of the year and 

Brian Heath has earned his name on the cup again by serving the club 

with hours behind the yoke and in front of the thankful passengers. 

Top bombing, captain! 

Last, the lady whose nickname is definitely not ‘Shrinking Violet’ –  

take a bow, Bella Ward! Bella is the well-deserved Club Member of 

 The 
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explosive; 
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testing 
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the Year 2017 and her infectious enthusiasm and dedication to  

making the club a success is saluted by us all. Hours have been  

spent shamelessly promoting Skydive Jersey to anyone who will 

listen, labouring on the admin issues, working on sponsorship 

opportunities and generally making sure people aren’t taking 

themselves too seriously.

Mal has been busy planning a bumper 2018 which will give us  

plenty to celebrate if it all comes off. Two Boogies are going to give  

us some visiting turbines to boost us up above our beach DZ so,  

if you like the idea of seeing our 9x5 rock surrounded by golden  

sands and rugged cliffs, keep an eye on our website (skydive.je) for 

pre-registration. The Porter Boogie is scheduled for May 28-June 1. 

Demo jumps are lined up for the season, kicking off with the Jersey 

International Boat Show from May 5-7. Having been thwarted by  

the wind last year when the demo team were chomping for action, 

we’re hopeful Lady Luck is flying with us this year.

One award for 2017 that hasn’t been officially decided is the Potato 

Head Prize for the less-than-spectacular moments when it seemed 

the recipients’ head was filled with spud. As there’s only currently  

one nomination, it looks like the decision may be nearly made after 

Simon Humphries had an argument with the beach last year that 

earned him some free painkillers and a bit of downtime. He’s unfazed, 

though, and he’s since smashed his AFF, clocked up some hours in  

the wind tunnel and is all geared up ready for a radical 2018. I think 

he’ll be a strong contender for Most Progressed Skydiver next year,  

so congratulations on your bouncebackability Mr Potato Head!

The 4-way Team Jersey are powering on with their training schedule 

and are set to compete in 2018. They’re getting lots of positive 

exposure in the local press, which is great for the sport and the club. 

Nigel O’Brien

LANGAR

TIME FOR A LITTLE 

GERMAN EFFICIENCY
Thanks to all the visiting jumpers who have dropped in over winter 

while their home centres were closed. Langar opens 364 days a  

year (weather permitting!), so we’ve managed to give plenty of new 

faces their jumping fix in the last couple of months. On New Year’s 

Day, the weather gave us enough of a break to see organised loads 

and coaching, with lots of old friends and new dropping in to get the 

year off to a good start.

Our trusty Cessna Grand Caravan D-FBPS is off to Germany 

imminently for an engine upgrade, so we’ll have a faster turnaround 

and more lift capacity in time for the start of the season.

The calendar for 2018 is filling up fast, so keep an eye on our  

Facebook page at facebook.com/skydivelangar to see the full list. 

On March 10-11, we will have National 4-way FS medallists Chimera 

offering free coaching. Come along if you have a team and want some 

coaching or if you’re interested in doing some 4-way and want help 

putting a team together. 

March 17 is our ever-popular Safety Day, so all those who are feeling 

a bit out of currency after a quiet winter can come down to refresh 

themselves with various seminars and practical drills.

Chris Judd

ACHIEVEMENTS
AFF GRADUATE  Johannes Helmling  CAT8  Felicity 

Boss, Abby Snowdon  FF1  Haider Salman  FS1  

Matt Brown, Dan Chater, Amber Padfield  TR1  Dan Chater, Nigel Peacock  

TR2  Gary Bradshaw  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Rafael Kamalov  100  Cat Brown  

300  Jason Mountford  700  Matt Cumming  10,000  Phil Curtis  12 HOURS 

IN FREEFALL  Pete Harries 

NETHERAVON

WHAT’S COMING  

IN 2018?
The calendar is looking good already, so remember to renew 

your APA membership. We hit the ground running with an FS Load 

Organising event and Freefly and Angle flying coaching shortly after 

that, and that’s not forgetting the live music in the bar. Save the  

date for the Solstice Stone Age Boogie on June 23-24 and, whatever 

you do, DO NOT MISS the Safety Day on February 24. This annual 

event is a must for all APA members – your safety is our priority.

Winter has definitely not stopped Nethers jumpers from jumping! 

Christmas and New Year were celebrated in true skydiving style at 

boogies on both sides of the Atlantic.

More than 20 club members headed over to the States. A group  

of 10 headed to the west for a dual DZ vacation split between  

Skydive Perris inland and Skydive Oceanside on the Pacific coast.  

They did an amazing 456 jumps between them, including 8-ways  

with world legend Dan BC, amazing freeflying with Roberta Mancini 

and Sebastian Alvarez from Turbolenza and being organised by US 

freefly champions 2degrees2steep. Romance was also in the air when 

Scott Cozens proposed to Kirsty Rothwell on an unforgettable balloon 

jump – congratulations! The group were so well looked-after at both 

DZs they wanted to publicly say “Thank you” to everyone there.

Meanwhile, in the eastern state of Florida, nine APA jumpers were 

enjoying the Christmas Boogie at Skydive City in Z-Hills. This boogie 

has long been a favourite of Nethers jumpers and still delivers a 

fantastic experience with a fun, relaxed atmosphere coupled with 

awesome jumping. Clint McKenzie did his 1,000th skydive and Wez 

mastered backtracking, while Will and Jase proved that their first  

aid skills were better than a US jumper’s pond-surfing abilities!

Still on the east coast, Antonia and Tony Locke had a blast at the 

Christmas Invasion Boogie at Skydive Sebastian. The main organisers 

at this event were SDC Core from Skydive Chicago, who really 

delivered the goods with multiple-plane formations which challenged 

everyone. Just ask Antonia about diving out of the rear aircraft down 

to a 35-way formation! 
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Let’s not forget Matt Robinson, who spent his time at an undisclosed 

location in Memphis doing halo tandems from 30k. Talk about 

reaching new heights!

So where did everyone else go? Well, it appears that Skydive Algarve’s 

Christmas Boogie was the European destination of choice and a group 

of 11 with jumpers from almost every parachuting discipline headed 

to Portugal for the festive season. The great weather and super-slick 

organisation meant the jumps came fast and furious. The highlight 

had to have been the beach jump on New Year’s Day – what a way  

to start 2018.

If you would like more information about these boogies, why not try 

the old-fashioned approach of talking to someone who went there:

• Perris and Oceanside: Jamie Kinniburgh, Scott Cozens, Kirsty 

Rothwell, Kiera Chapman, Jessica Glover, Pat McHugh, Nathan Evans, 

Stuart Sneddon, Mark Guyatt and Andy Swaffield

• Z-Hills: Emma Reynolds, Wez Westley, Si Goodman, Russ Mellish, 

Will Major, Jase Hughes, Clint McKenzie, Paddy Livingston and  

Scott Anderson

• Sebastian: Tony and Antonia Lock

• Skydive Algarve: Tony Parker, John Parker, Rob Judge, Amii Calway, 

Harry Shanker, Richard Holder, Don MacMillan, Billy Bowditch, Lucy 

Smith-Wildey, Jaz Singh and Ash Horton

Welcome back. It’s going to be a great year.

Elana Cain

PETERLEE

HOLD YOUR 
HORSEPOWER
At the end of November, we waved goodbye to our Cessna 208b 

Grand Caravan as it flew off for a Texas Turbine Conversion to a 

Supervan 900. You’ll all have to be a little bit patient because it’s  

not due to return until the beginning of March, but then it’ll be 15 

minutes to 15k with 15 people on board. Exciting times!

We said farewell to Mick Cosgrove from the Tandem Instructor  

team at the end of last season as he left us to ski the winter season 

and tour Europe next summer and beyond.

The end of season awards and Christmas party were a great success 

and were held at a new venue: the Marriot Royal County in Durham. 

The year’s awards went to Mary Sunter as Most Progressed Student, 

Alex Llewelyn for Most Persistent Student, Nigel Peacock for Most 

Entertaining Landing and Dave Taylor for Most Social Media Mentions. 

Finally, DUFFC won University Club of Academic Year 2016-17.

Simon Minto and Lisa Stephenson

READING

SEEING RED  
(ON THE PODIUM)
At the time of writing, we are still in our shutdown period and the 

DZ will reopen in late February/early March. We shut down at the  

end of October, but we arranged to meet up in the gap at other DZs, 

the tunnel and, of course, our table at the AGM.

The LPS team enjoyed mayhem at the LPS Wind Tunnel Scrambles, 

with the INFMS Ginger Ninjas Mikey ‘Ginger Speed not 4-way’ 

Lovemore, Deb ‘The other ginger’ Hughes, Jonny Castell and Jay ‘Can 

do it backwards too but not as well as Matt Stevens’ Webster taking 

gold. They were followed by Jam Donuts Matt ‘I can do it backwards’ 

Stevens, Josh Allen, Tamsyn Stanton and Tim ‘Wall bouncer’ Lawson. 

Third place went to Rachel’s RAGS and Rachel Hinde-Harris, Ann 

Lewis, Gary Stevens and Stef Inge. Thanks to Kat and Marie-Anne for 

organising and to our judges. The plan is to make it an annual event. 

Jonny Castell and Roger Davis – two absolutely top guys who are 

regular clubbies at LPS – have achieved FS Coach status. We will  

have no shortage of coaches available for all of the newly qualified 

AFF students that come through our DZ each season. Well done guys!

Jan Wilczynski has been driving a lot all over the UK and beyond  

to make sure he keeps current and has been spotted at Langar  

and the Algarve. 

Blanaid O’Sullivan kept busy with jumping in Skydive Algarve after 

Christmas at a very busy boogie marred by some iffy weather where 

she managed 25 LO jumps in seven days with Billy Payn, Siân Stokes 

and Lesley Gale. That included a beach sunset load jump on New 

Year’s Day! Max Pinter has managed to reach 63 jumps and is as  

close to his B Licence as Kim Tyler is to her 100 jumps.

We all kept up with Mikey’s trip to South Africa over Christmas  

on Facebook where it looked like he had an awesome time at  

Jeffreys Bay. Even if he hadn’t done anything, I would have still  

written something about him – because it’s Mikey Lovemore, innit? 

He’s let us all down by not being as fast as Max Hurd (who he 

coached) and did not present his usual ‘Speed talk’ at the AGM,  

where we all enjoy heckling him a bit. So, in the spirit of fairness,  

we decided to heckle Max instead this year! 

READING

Skydiving above 

Jeffrey’s Bay in 

South Africa with 

a 360° camera, by 

Mikey Lovemore

NETHERAVON
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More tunnel training is planned for clubbies in January, which we  

hope to turn into a regular thing. Some of our clubbies are entering  

the Nationals in 4-way and 8-way in 2018. Martin Harris is treating 

us all to not one but FOUR Blackhawk weekends next season, which 

means more slots for team training – more details to follow. 

And finally, hashtag managed to avoid packing a tandem for the  

whole of 2017. He’s quite proud of that. He can’t talk about the rest  

of it... #markclayton and I’m not sure if Dylan is still a good boy. 

Annie Lewis 

SIBSON

SHUT DOWN, BUT  
NOT SHUT OUT
It might feel like a long time ago already, but the Sibson Christmas 

Party was a fantastic night for all and thank you again to Katie 

Wilkinson for organising! Special mentions must go to Jimmy Frith  

for being awarded Club Member of the Year (thoroughly deserved)  

and to Lynne Upfield (a belated Student of the Year for 2016), who 

showed that anything is possible with enough grit and determination. 

Niall and Jenny were also jointly awarded Student of the Year 2017  

for demonstrating great attitude and progression in the last season 

– well done to both of you! The only thing that was missing from this 

year’s party was Nick Davison, but the Black Horse was apparently 

glad to have him...

Due to the Sibson winter shutdown, there’s not too much in the way  

of jumping news this month. Having said that, some clubbies have 

been braving the weather at Beccles in recent weeks while Sibsonites 

have also been spotted in the skies above the Algarve. While the  

rest of us catch up on the DIY jobs we ignored last year, it’s worth 

noting that you don’t actually have long to get things in order – the 

winter is flying past and, before you know it, we’ll be into March. DZ 

operations start again on March 2, so don’t forget to check the date  

on your reserve and get that kit bag cleaned out and ready for the  

new season. Oh, and if anyone finds a Viso, can they let Kyle know?

It’s also worth remembering that Sibson’s sister DZ in Beccles 

remains open and that any money in your Sibson account can also  

be used there, which is a great excuse to try and maintain currency 

at this time of year. This is relevant to everyone from a safety 

perspective, but particularly so if you hold an A Licence – it’s really 

important to keep current.

As we look forward to the new season, this year’s events are already 

published on the Sibson Skydivers website – go take a look and book 

those weekends before your diaries fill up. Oh, and rumour has it that 

a new aircraft might be seen at the dropzone at various points this 

year. It’s going to be a good one...

Matt Brown

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Gloria Bayne, Jenny Morrison, Niall Power  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Jenny Morrison, Niall Power  

MOST HEARTWARMING DROPZONE BROMANCE  Aiden Chaffe, Wes Lawes, 

Tim Plummer

SWANSEA

HOW THE HELL  
DO YOU BREAK A 
BOWLING ALLEY?
The last few months of 2017 were a real struggle with the weather. 

Despite this, many people persevered and achieved the qualifications 

listed below – well done to you all. This was largely thanks to Reg 

Green dragging us off to the sunnier climate of the Algarve for a very 

successful skydiving trip in November. 

We returned just in time to attend the end of year bash. Given that 

we were asked not to return to the Marriott Hotel (cheers Steve…), 

Sara found us all a new venue at the Mumbles Pier with an arcade 

attached. She negotiated a great deal which included exclusive use 

of the arcade, which proved just as popular as the bar! More than 

70 attended and, once we all sang Happy Birthday to our Becky, the 

mission was on to produce more than 3,000 tickets for the prize of a 

large toy penguin for her (she adores penguins, apparently). Needless 

to say, after much sweat and even more sweat playing on various 

energetic games and machines, a huge team effort achieved the aim! 

Big congratulations to Murry Marsh, who was crowned Skydiver of  

the Year, and a big well done to Jon Davies and Darren Porter for 

winning Best Christmas Jumper Award as they spent the whole 

evening sharing one jumper (which was hilarious). Thanks to Adam 

George of In House Entertainments for the photo booth and to 

everyone who attended. Special thanks to Sara Williams for organising 

yet another memorable end of year bash. That said, we still don’t 

know who broke the bowling alley, so Sara may be looking for another 

venue at the end of 2018!

This year will be our last year of hosting the Accuracy National 

Championships. The Practice Day will be April 10 and the competition 

itself will be on April 11-13. On Party Night and thanks to popular 

demand, Adam George and his team will be serving fish and chips 

again. Another great inflatable will be erected to wear everyone  

out. The dates have been picked to coincide with the second week  

of the school holidays so more people can attend and the 2017 

winners Swansea are ready to defend the Club Cup Accuracy  

title against Headcorn, Sibson, Cark and any other dropzone  

that wants to have a go. It’s a great competition that has grown 

tremendously, but remember that low-experienced jumpers are  

just as welcome as senior Accuracy competitors. Contact the office  

at info@skydiveswansea.co.uk for details.

Sadly, the end of the year was overshadowed by the news that  

Paul Hutchings took very ill and passed away just after Christmas. 

‘Hutch’ was a very popular club member thanks to a huge personality 

and he will be greatly missed by us all. 

Carl Williams

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Lewis Cashell, David Cavell, Jordan 

Cooksley, Simon Evans, James Martin, Tom Ward, 

Eddie Wilkins, Ollie Wilkins  FS1  Ben Ceidiog, Daniel Maggs, Antony Rabey, 

Tom Ward  TR1  Ben Ceidiog, Daniel Maggs  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Eloy 

Navarro (naked!)  200  Chris Fowler

SWINDON

HAVE SNARK,  
WILL TRAVEL
The last few weeks of the 2017 season gave us a few surprise Friday 

openings. For those club jumpers who were happy to brave the cold, it 

was open season on FS and FF and there were tracking jumps galore. 

The traditional end of season Tunnel Scrambles – which were slightly 

warmer – saw a good mix of old timers and newbies flying some  

shapes. Jonny won himself the Wall Magnet Award and Simon is still 

wondering what bellyflying is. However, despite the efforts of these 

two ’skygods’, there were high skill levels on display in a fierce but 

fun competition. As I wasn’t playing, I can say big congratulations to 

Chrissy’s team on winning first place this year without gritting my teeth.  
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Hot on the heels of the Scrambles, the Christmas party went back to 

the Cross Keys pub this year. It turns out we scrub up quite well and 

still know how to decimate a free bar in a matter of nanoseconds. 

Once she had stopped blubbing about her departure from the admin 

job, Vicky Rayner showed us that – even when wearing elegant 

dresses – trainers are still appropriate on a dancefloor, Meanwhile, 

Doog and John Guy threw shapes that would put Strictly to shame. 

Plans for the annual walking weekend in February, which returns  

to Snowdon this year, are well underway so there isn’t too long to  

wait until the next round of Redlands shenanigans. We open again  

in March for all the usual jumping, student refreshes and service  

with a healthy dose of sarcasm, banter and abuse! 

Jenny Bouquet

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Ben Coulton  FF2  Craig Lillington  

TR1  Ian Gerrish  JUMP NUMBERS  300  Ian Gerrish  

600  Jim Parsons

TILSTOCK

GREEN AND GOLD
As the great Bill Oddie once said: “Christmas comes but once a 

year and, when it comes, it’s absolutely shocking!” and so it was that 

on a cold, snowy Saturday evening in December we found ourselves 

gathered in the Porterhouse in Shrewsbury for the Christmas bash. 

And very pleasant it was too!

As well as a rather good meal with a little fluid to wash it down, we had 

a few awards to hand out. Unsurprisingly, given his extraordinary effort, 

Tom Gripper took the Crater Award. This was a disappointment for me 

personally, as I thought I had put a pretty good effort in a few weeks 

before Tom’s performance. Sadly, this meant that I got pushed into the 

Take Up Golf Award – robbed, I was. Adele Collins easily got Student 

of the Year after an awful lot of sky watching and she struggled more 

than most in being on an almost permanent personal weather hold. 

Nevertheless, she persevered and qualified. Dave Titcombe took the 

Jump Hog Award – Buzz’s favourite – but Mrs T was there too, so there 

will be some explaining to do later about the bank balance. The most 

moving part of the evening was the Club Member Award, which went 

to Simon ‘Wilco’ Wilkinson – our stalwart camerajumper. This is the 

second time in his career that Wilco has won the award and he made  

a rather moving acceptance speech! Well done Wilco.

It is also a pleasure to report that Tilly continues to lead the way  

in all sorts of surprising ways and we are the first carbon-neutral 

skydiving centre in the UK! We’re now working towards being  

a fully carbon-neutral business too. For more, see P42.

The only blot on the horizon is the weather – literally. So what shall 

we do to lift our spirits out of this dark, miserable weather? Well, 

we’ve got another couple of CSBI prospects to continue building  

the staff team. Good luck to Gary Bradshaw and Dave Titcombe,  

and congratulations to Gary for cramming in the remaining jumps 

required to get to the required 200 in such grotty weather. 

What else? Oh yes, let’s have something to look forward to. How 

about a Caravan for the late May Bank holiday (May 25-28)? And  

we’re going to open on the Sunday. If that’s not enough to whet  

your appetite, we’ve got Siân and Milko doing load organising along 

with our own Roger Hughes load organising wingsuits, so come and 

join a Tilflock! We might just have a few other treats up our sleeves  

as well, so watch this space!

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Nate Williams  JUMP NUMBERS  

200  Gary Bradshaw  TWO HOURS IN FREEFALL  

Jaroslaw ‘JJ’ Jochymczyk

WILD GEESE

HAPPY NEW YEAR  

ONE AND ALL!
The tail end of the year saw what little gaps in the weather there 

were used to the fullest, but Mother Nature often got the better of us.

Nonetheless, the troops descended in force on the Bushtown Hotel 

for the end of year bash – a.k.a. the Christmas Dinner. While we have 

seen some nights descending into chaos, this year seemed to be quite 

civilised. That’s not to say there weren’t some challenges for one and 

all the next day, but we survived as we always do!

Let’s hope 2018 sees blue skies and plenty of skydiving. One thing: 

2018 will see a quiet and civilised group attending the AGM. If last 

year is anything to go by, all involved will have an enjoyable evening. 

Stay tuned for the update!

Rod McCrory

WILD GEESE

By Rafał Kacpryk

SWINDON

Chris and Cath,  

by Pat Holmes

TILSTOCK

Young masters (and 

future skydivers) 

Busby-Hicks and 

Fox, by Jason Fox
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Mobile: 0780 2850084

Email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

for advanced bookings

£55
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S&A
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Dates correct at 

time of printing

M A R C H

March 19-23  

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Langar • bpa.org.uk

A P R I L

April 9-13  

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

April 10-13  

S&A  BPA Accuracy Nationals 
Location: Swansea •skydiveswansea.co.uk

April 11-14

T  First FAI European Indoor 
Skydiving Championships 
Location: Voss, Norway • en.skydivevoss.no

April 17

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk 

April 21-22

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

M A Y

May 5-6  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 1
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

May 7-11

BPA  Instructor Course (CSBI/
AFFBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 14-18

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI)
Location: Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 19-20  

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

May 19-20  

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 1
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

May 19-20

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

J U N E

June 9-10  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 9-10 

WS  BPA WS Roadshow
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

June 12

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 16-17

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

June 18-22 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers)  
Location: Sibson • bpa.org.uk

June 23-24  

CF  BPA CF Grand Prix 
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

June 30-July 1

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 30-July 1

WS  BPA WS Roadshow
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

J U L Y

July 3-7

CP  World CP Championships
Location: Wroclaw, Poland

July 7-8  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 3
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

July 13-15 

WS  BPA WS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

July 14-15 

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Beccles • ukparachuting.co.uk

July 28-29

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

EVENTS ZONE

A U G U S T

August 4-5  

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 2
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

August 6-10

BPA  Instructor Course
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 7

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

August 13-17 

BPA  Instructor Course 

(CSI, Tandem, AFF)  
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 24-27

FS  BPA FS 4-way and 
VFS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

August 24-31

S&A FAI World Style and 
Accuracy Championships
Location: Erden, Bulgaria

August 26-31

WS  FAI World Wingsuit 
Championships
Location: Prostejov, Czech Republic

S E P T E M B E R

September 1-3

FS  BPA FS 8-way, Artistics 
and Speed Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk 

September 7-9

CP  BPA CP Nationals
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

September 10-14 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

September 20-23 

FS  ESL
Location: Saarlouis • fsz-saar.de/en

September 25

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk
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