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Add 15 minutes in our 4.6m 
wind tunnel for just £139.

Practice the skydives with 
your AFF tutor in the 

tunnel before your 
first skydive.

Want your full BPA A Licence? 
Then add ten solos for £335 

(includes equipment and packing).

ADVANCED COURSE SCHEDULE

British instructors in Madrid

Daily departures 
from 12 UK airports

SAMPLE PACKAGE:

● London to Madrid return

● Single Room (2* accommodation six days)

● Transport in Spain

● AFF Course (BPA A Licence upgrade possible)

£1,499

freefalluniversity.co.uk

FS1 Training Camp (3 days): 
Starts every three days

Mix of tunnel and sky. Get your FS1 sticker 

in three days from start to finish.

BPA B Licence Rapid Progression: 
Starts every three days 

JM1, CH2 and Canopy Course. One Stop workshops.

JOHN HERMES SECONDARI
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I’m writing this during a weather hold, which seems to be fairly representative of the 2018 skydiving season so far! As someone at the  

DZ commented: “I think summer is supposed to be a Wednesday this year?” I’m barely into double-digit jump numbers so far in 2018,  

so I hope you’re doing better than me!

Although the outdoor skydiving season is yet to properly kick off, the indoor skydiving season has been in full swing. It has been great to 

see the ever-increasing skill level at the many recent wind tunnel events. British teams and individuals have been well represented on the 

international stage at not only the Wind Games (see last issue) but also the French Nationals at Weembi Lille, the British Indoor Nationals 

at Bodyflight Bedford, the invitational Sakura Cup in Japan and the European Championships in Voss in Norway. Most of these teams have 

settled into a routine of having an ‘indoor season’ of wind tunnel competitions followed by an ‘outdoor season’ of transferring these skills 

to the skies, so it will be yet another interesting year at both the BPA Nationals this summer and then the World Championships in Australia in October. 

You don’t have to spend the GDP of a small country on wind tunnel time to bene�t from the skills that have been developed there, though – you can  

also get yourself along to a BPA Coaching Roadshow and receive free coaching from our top competitors who are eager to pass on their knowledge.  

To �nd out the latest details for this year’s Roadshows, turn to page 15.

.
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W E L C O M E
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Anyone can contribute to Skydive the Mag 
and we welcome news, articles and photos 
from everyone, regardless of experience. 

For advertising enquiries, please contact:
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+44 (0) 1603 772246

lucy.bendall@archantdialogue.co.uk 

Kay Brown Advertising Production

 +44 (0) 1603 772522 

kay.brown@archantdialogue.co.uk

If you would like to get involved with 
Skydive the Mag, please contact:

Editorial enquiries
editor@skydivethemag.com 

Club reps and general enquiries
mike.waters@archantdialogue.co.uk
 
Gear Zone and social media
macca@bpa.org.uk
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Huge congratulations go to Tony Uragallo, 

who is one of the 10 skydivers who are to be 

inducted into the International Skydiving  

Hall of Fame Class of 2018 later this year.  

This elite achievement is reserved for skydivers 

whose “leadership, innovation and outstanding 

achievements have defined, promoted, inspired 

and advanced skydiving at the highest levels  

in the past, present and for future generations 

of skydivers”.

Tony began skydiving in the UK in 1972  

and has since competed in Style, Accuracy, 

Formation Skydiving and more recently 

Wingsuiting, winning multiple gold medals in 

each at the British National Championships.  

In 1978, as a member of the guest 4-way  

team Symbiosis, he and his team won the 

Australian Nationals. Tony also won gold at  

the US Nationals in 16- and 20-ways and,  

in 2014, was the gold medallist at the first 

British National Championships of Wingsuiting. 

Having made his own first jumpsuit on his 

mother’s sewing machine in 1976, Tony 

founded Tony Suits in 1977 and became 

instrumental in advancing Formation Skydiving, 

Free�ying and Wingsuiting disciplines.

 The 2018 International Skydiving Hall of 

Fame Celebration Event will be held at Skydive 

City in Zephyrhills on November 1-3. Besides 

honouring the new inductees, the Saturday 

evening banquet is the prime attraction of this 

annual fundraiser for the still-to-be-built 

museum in North Orlando that will be the 

central repository for the history of our sport. 

The facility will also feature a wind tunnel.  

The major objectives of the hall and museum 

are to preserve the sport’s rich history as well 

as to inspire current and future skydivers to 

document their aerial achievements. Now in  

its ninth year, the International Skydiving Hall  

of Fame pays tribute each year to a select few 

men and women who have distinguished 

themselves over a lifetime of participation in 

many aspects of the sport. Past honourees 

have reached the pinnacle in contributing to 

safety and training, excelled at the highest 

levels of competition and made their mark in 

equipment design and rigging. This year’s  

F A M E

H A L L  O F

PHOTOS: DAVE WATERMAN
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50 YEARS OF 

JUMPING
Many older jumpers will remember happy times 

spent at Skydive Shobdon, which closed more 

than 20 years ago but is to reopen in April 2018 

– see P46 for more. Shobdon’s Chief Instructor 

in the 1970s was John Boxall (BPA 5455, D849) 

who, incidentally, trained the BPA’s Chief 

Operating Of�cer, Tony Butler, for his �rst jump! 

Ever since the BPA itself turned 50 in  

2011, there has been a special certi�cate  

to celebrate any members who reach the 

milestone of 50 years in the sport. John  

was awarded his certi�cate in a surprise 

presentation on a Skydive Shobdon staff 

training weekend in March 2018.

John says: “At last, after too many long 

years, my dream and ambition has almost 

come true. Having met up with so many old 

and new friends who turned up to witness  

the rebirth of my beloved Shobdon DZ, I was 

absolutely blown away to be then hijacked  

and presented with this wonderful certi�cate 

by Steve and Paul on behalf of the BPA.  

My grateful thanks to everyone involved!”

50 YEARS OF 

INSTRUCTING 
Congratulations also go to Dean Fisher,  

who already passed 50 years in the sport  

and who has gone on to receive the �rst  

and only BPA certi�cate for 50 years of  

sport parachuting instructing! 

Dean is still to be found at Skydive  

Langar, regularly leaping out after static  

line and freefall students with an  

enormous grin on his face. He has been  

there since Langar �rst opened in April  

1977, and was in fact the Instructor who  

signed the paperwork in 1976 in order  

to get the new dropzone off the ground  

in the �rst place. 

Dean’s advice to new Instructors is:  

“You’ve got to be really keen and want to  

do it. Instructing can be very rewarding –  

it is very rewarding. But if you want to do  

jump numbers, you have to sacri�ce the 

number of jumps to spend time with  

students. That’s my advice – be committed.”
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class includes skydivers who have brought  

out the best in national and international 

competition and judging, pioneered 

international diplomacy through skydiving and 

who have taught and written about the sport. 

At the International Skydiving Hall of Fame 

Banquet and Induction Ceremony, presented  

by the PIA, museum of�cials will enshrine  

the new inductees into the Hall of Fame.  

As per tradition, they will don the traditional 

blue blazers signifying the honour. The Hall  

of Fame is truly an international endeavour.  

The 10 incoming members of this class of 

honourees bring this exclusive group to a  

total of 63 outstanding sport parachutists.  

The rest of the 2018 class is Ray Cottingham, 

Daryl Henry, Leslie Irvin (posthumous),  

Dom Jalbert (posthumous), Suzie Joerns,  

Coy McDonald, Roger Ponce de Leon,  

Jay Stokes and Henny Wiggers. Tony is  

only the second Briton to achieve this 

recognition; Jackie Smith was the �rst in 2013.

Dean Fisher receiving his unique 
certificate recognising 50 years 
as an Instructor from Tony Butler

John Boxall being presented 
with his certificate recognising 
50 years in the sport





To those members who have 

renewed, thank you! To those who 

haven’t, last year’s subscriptions 

expired on March 31 and must 

have been renewed to jump on  

or after April 1. 

Members aged over 18 with UK 

or BFPO addresses and without 

ratings – and who have never 

previously held ratings that  

have now lapsed – may renew 

online. You can also update 

contact details (even if you  

have, or previously had, ratings).  

If you haven’t yet activated your 

online BPA membership account, 

click on the login tab on the  

menu bar on the BPA website.

Coaching ratings now need to  

be renewed annually. This means 

that coaches are no longer able  

to renew online and need to use 

the paper renewal form to have 

their rating(s) signed off.

Also, a renewal form (BPA  

Form 101) was included with  

the February issue of the Mag.  

You can download the form  

from the BPA website – enter  

‘101’ in the forms search box –  

pick one up at your DZ or call  

HQ to ask for a form by post.

The June Mag will be sent  

only to those current on the 

membership database when  

we print the labels in mid-May.
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M E M B E R S H I P 

R E N E W A L 

R E M I N D E R

By Nigel O’Brien
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BPA MEMBERSHIP 

DATABASE AND  

NEW WEB HUB
The appointed contractor advised the BPA  

just before the AGM in January that they  

were unfortunately no longer able to ful�l  

the contract. Therefore, a new invitation to 

tender was announced by the BPA during 

March. The tender speci�cation will be issued 

in April, and an open invitation to tender  

was announced on BPA social media last 

month with a call for expressions of interest  

by April 6. Further information is available on 

the BPA website.

SAFEGUARDING 

LEADS’ TRAINING 

DAY

A training day for the nominated safeguarding 

lead at each BPA Af�liated PTO was held at  

HQ in March. The training was facilitated by 

Sara Orton, BPA Safeguarding Adviser, and Ian 

Baistow-Davies, a legal specialist in this �eld.

A FOND FAREWELL 

FROM MEGHAN IN 

CANADA

I came to the UK at the end of 2015 and  

was lucky enough to pick up a position with  

the BPA. For the next year and a half, I took  

on the role of Competitions and Awards 

Co-ordinator, working alongside a wonderful 

HQ staff and in conjunction with various 

Committees and BPA members.

Due to the expiration of my visa near the end 

of 2017, I had to return to Canada. I applied for  

a new visa so that I could return and continue 

living and working in the UK but, unfortunately, 

my application was refused after several long 

months and I am not able to return to the BPA.  

I am currently looking at various options to 

return to the UK and hope that this will one  

day be possible.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone at the BPA for showing me the world 

of skydiving. It was a real privilege to meet so 

many different members and volunteers. I have 

never met many of you face-to-face, but to be  

a part of such a welcoming and close-knit 

organisation is an experience I will never forget. 

I will miss everyone immensely and will 

continue to cheer for Team GB on the sidelines!

Meghan Sheedy

BPA ZONE

CATEGORY SYSTEM 

BASIC INSTRUCTOR

James Halpin

Stephen Stewart

Elizabeth Hourahine

Cara Pritchard

Elise Sharp

James Hodgson

Ryan Garner

Wesley Thompson

Alison Woodhouse

Gary Bradshaw

David Titcombe

James Betts

Christopher Duffy

TANDEM BASIC 

INSTRUCTOR

Iain Rutherford

Christopher Ings

Stephen Handley

Neal Fitzpatrick

Chris Ware

Javi Centeno Gomez

Laura Bamford

Alex Dale

AFF BASIC INSTRUCTOR

Richard Liddle

Joby Chadd

CATEGORY SYSTEM 

INSTRUCTOR

Darrell Gibson

Carl Hobbs

Dan Grif�ths

ADVANCED INSTRUCTOR

David Mellish

INSTRUCTOR EXAMINER

Stacey Canning

Ryan Mancey

Steve Saunders

ADVANCED PACKER

Cameron Clark (S)

Javi Centeno Gomez (T)

N E W  R A T I N G S 
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COMPS ZONE

Who they are, what they do, where they’ll be and how to get hold of them

M E E T  

T H E  R E P S

T
here are eight IPC disciplines 
represented on the BPA 
Competitions Committee: 
Speed Skydiving, FS, Artistics, 
CP, VFS, Wingsuit, CF and 

Accuracy. Each discipline has a BPA Rep 

to encourage and help competitors and 
they are unpaid volunteers who take on 
many responsibilities, including organising 
competitions and roadshows, making sure 
that the rules are up to date and promoting 
increased safe participation in their sport. 

We are lucky that our Reps tend to be 
current or former champions who love 
their discipline so much that they are 
passionate about helping others to 
progress in it too.

Here is how you can get involved in 2018.
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1  Brian Vacher 
on the pond, by  
JC Colclasure 

1
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S P E E D
S K Y D I V I N G

WHO
Mikey Lovemore has been a ‘Speeder’ 
since 2007 and has been the BPA Speed 
Discipline Rep since 2011. He played a part 
in getting Speed accepted by the IPC and  
is a member of the IPC Speed Committee, 
an ISSA Board member and UK Rep.

Speed competitors have a great Rep in 
Mikey, as he has won four BPA Nationals 
gold medals, four silvers and a bronze. 
Internationally, he has achieved 2015 
World Cup and European Championships 
silver, won the 2016 Dutch Open 
Nationals, took the 2015 World Air Games 
bronze, was 2015 BPA Skydiver of the Year, 
has been awarded the RAeC silver medal 
and won the 2016 ISSA World Series.

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
The BPA Speed Nationals will be at 
Hibaldstow on September 1-3 and there 
is a BPA Speed Coaching Roadshow at 
Dunkeswell on May 19-20. Two more 
Roadshows will be organised, with coaching 
from Max Hurd and Matt Black (Byrne). 
Dunkeswell is hosting the final of the ISSA 
World Series again on July 6-8 and this will 
be organised by Mikey. This is a great and 
fun competition that’s open to anyone and a 
good opportunity to learn from the best.

NEWS
The Protrack2 is now an approved device 
for Speed competition. However, this does 
not make the original ProTrack obsolete;  
it is still approved for competition too.

CONTACT
speedrep@bpa.org.uk

F O R M A T I O N
S K Y D I V I N G
( F S ) 

WHO
Georgie Vacher is the BPA FS Rep. Her 
4-way teams include Jet Blondes (2008-9, 
Rookie silver, AA silver and UKSL gold AA 
champions); TLD4 (2010 AAA); Eureka 
(2011-12 AAA, 2012 UKSL gold champions) 
and Pineapple Jesus (2013-present AAA). 
She also wrote the current BPA FS 
Manuals for coaches and students.

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
April 21-22: BPA FS Roadshow – 
Netheravon 
May 5-6: UKSL 1 – Dunkeswell
May 19-20: BPA FS Roadshow – 
Black Knights  
June 9-10: UKSL 2 – Langar
June 30-July 1: BPA FS Roadshow – Langar 
July 7-8: UKSL 3 – Cark

July 28-29: BPA FS Roadshow – 
Black Knights 
August 24-27: BPA 4-way Nationals – 
Hibaldstow
September 1-3: BPA 8-way Nationals – 
Hibaldstow 

NEWS
Nationals have a new format with a single 
weekend and no rollover and there is a 
new Female 4-way Championship. Also, 
Georgie would like to remind you all that, 
like every year, “Everyone needs to read 
the rules!”

CONTACT
georgie@bpa.org.uk

2  Mikey Lovemore 
with Taz Causer’s 
mum and sister, 
winning the Taz 
Causer Award  
for BPA Skydiver  
of the Year

3  BPA FS Rep 
Georgie Vacher 

4  BPA Artistics 
Rep Emma Hart,  
by Rob Lloyd 

2

3
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A R T I S T I C S
( F R E E F L Y
A N D
F R E E S T Y L E )

WHO
Emma Hart is the BPA Rep for the Artistic 
disciplines of Freefly and Freestyle. She 
competed as Revolution Freestyle at the 
World Championships in 2014 and 2016, 
as well as winning three silver medals and 
one bronze at the BPA Freestyle Nationals 
in 2013-16. 

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
May 19-20: Introduction to Competition 
Roadshow – Skydive Langar (New, 
FF1 required) 

June 16-17: Introduction to Competition 
Roadshow – Skydive Hibaldstow 
(New, FF1 required) 
July 14-15: Coaching Roadshow – UK 
Parachuting Beccles (Working towards 
FF1, FF2 and TR qualifications) 
September 1-3: BPA Freefly and Freestyle 
Nationals – Hibaldstow

NEWS
There are a few small rule changes to the 
A categories following this year’s IPC 
meeting, but there are no changes to the 
B categories from 2017. There is a new 
BPA Intermediate Freefly Category for 
2018! Check out P23 for further details.

CONTACT
artsrep@bpa.org.uk 

4
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C A N O P Y 
P I L O T I N G
( C P )

WHO
Brian Vacher, as well as being Chair of 
the BPA Competitions Committee, is  
also the BPA CP Rep. He has been 
competing in Canopy Piloting since  
the first-ever World Cup in the discipline 
in 2003, and since then he represented  
GB in Canopy Piloting in every World 
Cup and World Championship up until 
2013. He is a seven-time National 
Champion in Canopy Piloting and  
a previous GB and European Record 
Holder in Speed and Distance.

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
The BPA Canopy Piloting Nationals will 
take place this year at Skydive Dunkeswell 

on September 7-9. A BPA CP Roadshow is 
scheduled for the Monday and Tuesday 
before the Nationals at the start of the 
competition week (September 3-4).

NEWS
While Canopy Piloting is not for 
everyone, there is an easy route of 
progression into the discipline. If you 
are interested, is it recommended that 
you should attend at least one canopy 
course or progression of courses.  
The BPA requires Canopy Handing 1 and 
2 and Canopy Piloting 1 and 2 licences  
as well as a minimum of 1,000 jumps. 
Technology to speed up progression is 
important too, as today’s competitors rely 
on accurate information and data from 
video, digital altimeters and Flysights.

CONTACT
cprep@bpa.org.uk and 
brianv@bpa.org.uk

5
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V E R T I C A L
F O R M A T I O N
S K Y D I V I N G
( V F S )

WHO
Michael Wilson-Roberts is the BPA 
VFS Discipline Rep. He competed  
with VFS team QFX, winning silver 
at the BPA Nationals 2016.

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
July 21-22: BPA 2-way Rookie VFS 
Competition Roadshow – Netheravon 
(with coaching from Omni)
July 28-29: BPA 4-way Intermediate VFS 
Competition Roadshow – Hibaldstow 
(with coaching from Omni)
August 24-27: BPA VFS Nationals – 
Hibaldstow

NEWS
There are no rule changes for 2018 in VFS, 
but two new categories – 2-way Rookie 

and 4-way Intermediate – are planned. 
The Facebook page is the best place to 
keep up to date with VFS news and events, 
so look for ‘BPA reps for VFS & Artistics’.

CONTACT
d100965@yahoo.co.uk

W I N G S U I T I N G

WHO
Mike Williams is the BPA WS Rep. 
He is a performance wingsuit flier  
who has competed in all UK-based 
performance competitions since the first 
one in 2012. He also competed for Team 
GB at the first World Cup and first World 
Championships in Wingsuit flying at 
Netheravon in 2015 and Z-Hills in 2016. 

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
June 9-10: Wingsuit Roadshow – Sibson 
(Coaching WS1, WS2 and Speed flying for 
competitions) 
June 30-July 1: Wingsuit Roadshow – 
Dunkeswell (How to fly speed for 
competitions)
July 13-15: BPA Wingsuit Nationals for 
Performance and Acro – Hibaldstow 
September 22-23: Wingsuit Roadshow – 
Langar (Coaching WS1, WS2 and Speed 
flying for competitions)

NEWS
Mike says he is “very excited about 
introducing performance competition 
experience into the three BPA Wingsuit 
Roadshows planned for 2018 at Sibson, 
Dunkeswell and Langar. Come and learn 
how to fly for a performance competition 
and have some fun.”

For Acro wingsuiting, Mike says: 
“Anyone interested in learning to fly Acro, 
even though I’m still learning about this 
side of wingsuiting, please email me and 
I’ll forward details on to the awesome 
Tutti Frutti and Angry Birds teams.”

CONTACT
WSrep@bpa.org.uk

5  Brian Vacher, 
Chair of the 
Competitions 
Committee and  
BPA CP Rep 

6  BPA VFS 
Rep Michael 
Wilson-Roberts 

7  BPA Wingsuit Rep 
Mike Williams

6
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C A N O P Y
F O R M A T I O N
( C F )

WHO
Gavin McLeod is the BPA CF Rep. He has 
been jumping for 30 years and has spent 
about the last 12 doing only CF, primarily 
with team CFUK, the current National 
2-way Sequential Champions and holders 
of the current UK National Records for 
2-way Sequential and 4-way Rotations. 
Gav represented the UK at the World 
Meets from 2008 to 2014 and was on  
the 100-way World Record in 2007  
(which is still the current record for CF).

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
There will be a CF Grand Prix at Cark on 
June 23-24. At the time of writing, the 
dates and location of BPA CF Nationals 
and Roadshows are still to be confirmed.

NEWS
There are no changes to the 2018 rules 
other than minor corrections. The best 
source of up-to-date info on what’s 
happening in CF in the UK is the Canopy 
Formation Coaching Facebook group. 
Whether you’re looking for coaching or  
are already a CF jumper looking to find 
people to grab nylon with, get involved. 

CONTACT
cfrep@bpa.org.uk

8  BPA CF Rep and 
National Champion 
with team CFUK, 
Gavin McLeod 

9  BPA Accuracy 
Rep Ian Marshall

A C C U R A C Y

WHO
Ian Marshall is the BPA Accuracy 
Rep. He started jumping in 1970, 
joined the Red Devils in 1974 and 
now has more than 10,000 jumps.  
He has been National Champion in  
CF and Accuracy with 34 gold medals, 
and has represented Team GB at eight 
World Championships in CF.

WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE
The British Accuracy Nationals will 
have taken place by the time you 
read this! On the weekend prior to  
the Nationals, there was also an 
Accuracy Roadshow run by British 
men’s team members Steve Hastings, 
Les Carroll and Carl Williams. The 
aim was to provide free coaching for 
all levels of experience in Accuracy. 
This started with a group briefing on 
exit order, canopy stacks, descent, 
set-up point and approaches. All 
jumpers then received individual 
debriefs on their jumps.

There are two BPA Accuracy 
Grand Prix still to come at Headcorn 
on May 19-20 and at Dunkeswell on 
August 4-5.

CONTACT
marshallcf@aol.com 

COMPS ZONE

‘Whether you’re looking for coaching or are 
already a CF jumper looking to find people to 
grab nylon with, get involved.’

8

9
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A new Intermediate Freefly category 

makes it easier than ever to compete at 

Nationals − see you there!
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ARTISTICS

British National Freestyle 
champions Volosity, 

by Roy Wimmer-Jaglom
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The basics
Artistics consists of the Freefly and Freestyle disciplines 
at the Nationals. A Freefly team consists of three people – 
two performers and a videographer – and a Freestyle 
team is a duo of a performer and a videographer. There 
are several levels of competition, including a new 
Intermediate Freefly category for 2018. So, whether 
you’ve got FF1,  just got your FF2 sticker or you’ve been 
flying head down for ages, you can get involved.

Requirements to enter 

FREEFLY

A Intermediate B

FF2 + FF2 + FF2 FF1 + FF2 + FF2  FF1 + FF1 + FF1

FREESTYLE

A                       B

FF2 + FF2          FF1 + FF1

What does the competition consist of?
For the B and Intermediate categories, there are five 
rounds that go F-C-F-F-C. 

For the A category, there are seven rounds that go 
F-C-F-F-C-F-F.

F 
is for Free routine round. Teams create their own 
routines and usually repeat the same routine for 
each free round. Scoring is based on di�culty, 

presentation and flow. This is really where the artistic 
element comes in, as judges love to see inventive flying 
with great camerawork.

C 
is for Compulsory round. The moves in these 
rounds are specified in the rules so each team 
completes the same moves for comparison.  

In A category, there are four moves for each of the  
two compulsory rounds. In the Intermediate and B 
categories, there are just three moves. 

The compulsory moves in Artistics are based on spins, 
carves around a centre point, eagles (up and overs) and 
angle flying. Teams usually begin by learning to fly the 
compulsory moves and then use variations of these to 
form their free routine. Judges are also ideally looking 
for an interesting exit from the plane and an ending to 
fly out of camera shot to end the routine at 45 seconds.

The full rules are on the BPA website at bpa.org.uk/
competition/bpa-nationals. Please read all the documents, 
of which there are many! To help make sense of it, we are 
focusing two Artistic Roadshows on competing this year.  
 
Roadshows
If you are interested in giving competing a go for the first 
time or moving up a category for Nationals in either 
Freefly or Freestyle this year, then please attend one of 
the BPA Competition Roadshows at Langar on May 19-20 
or Hibaldstow on June 16-17. Come along and learn from 
experienced competitors in an inclusive, friendly and 
supportive event, and try the compulsory moves with an 
experienced cameraflyer. Attend as a team or individual, 
and we will put people together with our coaches and 
cameraflyers. A minimum of FF1 required. See you there!

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Hart 
at artsrep@bpa.org.uk 



ARTISTICS

 April 2018    25

“I used the Nationals in 2013 as  

a goal to form a team and just  

give Freestyle a go. Learning the 

compulsory moves formed the 

basis of our training, both in the  

sky and in the tunnel. Jumping 

consistently with the same  

person was great and really  

helped with focused progression.”  

Emma Hart,  

Revolution Freestyle

“I liked that I knew all of the teams 

and competitors, but finally got to 

compete with them. I really loved 

the spirit in the plane and the ‘good 

luck’ wishes we all gave to each 

other. As it was my first Nationals 

for Freestyle, it was really 

encouraging! It was amazing that 

we also got feedback from all  

the judges while we were there.  

I’m excited to compete again next 

year, and I know more friends  

who are going to be there and fill 

the few days with more fun than 

the previous year! The only thing 

that was sad was that my Dad 

wasn’t with me, but this year I’m 

excited because we’ve managed to 

keep the weekend of the Nationals 

clear. For once, we’ll all be there 

– family, friends and team!”  

Alabama Shanker,  

FSU Freestyle

“My sister Becs and I come from  

a hardcore 4-way competition 

background, so competing at  

the Nationals in Free�y B for  

two consecutive years was a 

somewhat different experience. 

The Artistic disciplines are much 

more open to interpretation and 

less about who picked up which 

grip when, although taking grips  

is definitely still a part of it.

“Our first year was a ‘turn up  

and see what happens’ type of 

comp. We didn’t want to come last, 

and we didn’t. It probably helped 

that we had one of the national 

Free�y champions coaching and 

filming us, mind you. We’d done  

a bunch of tunnel �ying, but only 

around 20 actual skydives as a 

team. Our second year, we came  

to get a medal – which we did! 

Hurrah! Silver, this time. We did 

100 jumps and a load of tunnel 

�ying and, again, we were lucky 

enough to have Steve Howes of 

Varial coaching and filming us.

“While 4-way will probably 

always be our ‘base’ discipline, 

competing in Free�y was a 

brilliantly different experience.  

In terms of approach, it’s far  

less structured and more open  

to interpretation. This can be  

a double-edged sword; if the 

judges don’t like what you present 

to them, it can have a negative 

effect on your score regardless  

of how well you �y a round. 

“4-way is much more about 

structure and doing what the draw 

dictates. In Free�y, there are 

compulsory manoeuvres that have 

to be carried out in two of the five 

dives (in FFB) which are worked into 

your routine, so it gives you much 

more room to be creative. The other 

three rounds are for you to present 

a routine to the judges. Do whatever 

takes your fancy. The sky’s the limit 

(ahem, sorry), although you are 

naturally limited by your skill level.

“In 2017, we came to win medals 

and were lucky enough to be able 

to compete, having done 100 

training jumps and several hours  

in the tunnel. Most of our training 

was done in the sky, though, and 

the tunnel was reserved for our 

individual �ying skills. 

“If I had to compare competing 

in FFB to 4-way, I’d say that the 

category is similar to single A in 

terms of skill level. You will need 

your FF1 (which dictates a level  

of skill anyway) and you certainly 

need to be able to safely sit�y and 

belly�y, carry out manoeuvres with 

other people while keeping altitude 

away and knowing where your 

camera�yer is, but you don’t need 

to be a sh*t-hot, super-duper 

free�yer to take part. You definitely 

need mirrored sunglasses…

“The challenge in competing in 

FF is around the interpretation of 

the rules. In 4-way, it’s usually 

pretty clear-cut and you either get 

a point or you don’t. In Free�y, it’s 

less clear and �ying skills don’t 

necessarily lead to points if you 

don’t show the judges something 

different or skilful. A coach is vital 

in this regard, but you don’t need 

thousands of coached jumps and 

hours and hours of tunnel.

“You don’t need to have a coach 

to compete in FF but, similarly to 

FS, you can spend a lot of jumps/

tunnel time trying to work out how 

to do something when a coach will 

be able to point you in the correct 

direction much faster.

“We’ve had some great times 

competing in FS and FF, but 

competing in FF feels more relaxed 

and less intimidating. Perhaps 

that’s a function of the sort of 

�ying one needs to do. We tend  

to take things quite seriously in 

4-way because the scoring process 

is so regimented. In 4-way, we 

move and �y like a marching band; 

everyone following the same 

rhythm and ‘marching’ to the same 

beat. Free�y is more ‘free �owing’, 

perhaps like dance or interpretive 

jazz, where it’s down to the team  

to put on a performance for the 

entertainment of the judges rather 

than to do something exactly as 

prescribed by a draw.”  

Victoria Bradley,  

Mischief and Mayhem

FSU Freestyle won 
2017 Nationals  

silver in the  
A category,  

by Rob Lloyd

Mischief and Mayhem 
won 2017 Nationals 

silver in the  
B category,  

by Rob Lloyd





PROTECTION

 April 2018    27

S A F E G U A R D I N G

There’s plenty of 

room in the sky for 

everybody, and this  

is how we make sure 

we keep it that way

WORDS: SARA ORTON, CHIEF 
INSTRUCTOR AT SKYDIVE BRIDLINGTON 
AND BPA SAFEGUARDING ADVISER

S
afeguarding seems to be a 
new concept to many in our 
sport, and some would feel it  
is an unwelcome addition to 
countless other policies and 
procedures that we are required 
to adhere to. However, every  

so often, a gap will be identified between what  
is going on in the world of skydiving and what  
is occurring within wider society. 

In 2016, while deciding on a specialist subject 
for my Advanced Instructor course, my two 
very separate worlds of skydiving and youth 
justice collided. This brought the concept of 
safeguarding in sport to the full attention of  
the British Parachute Association. 

Safeguarding is not a new idea. In fact, it 
dates back as far as the 1800s to the workhouses 
and treatment of children. As there is a strong 
correlation between safeguarding and children 
there is a tendency to confuse safeguarding  
with child protection, but there is a distinction 
between the two. Child protection in particular is 
protecting an individual that is already identified 
by services as being at risk of harm, abuse, 
violence, exploitation or neglect, but safeguarding 
as a whole goes beyond just children.

Safeguarding is about generally keeping people 
safe from harm, abuse, violence, exploitation 
and neglect. Effective safeguarding measures 
ensure that Parachute Training Organisations  
are working to ensure that people are kept safe 
from such elements. Safeguarding policies are 
required by the BPA and procedures are required 
by Parachute Training Organisations as an 
example of good practice. There is not a specific 
law that stipulates that you must have a policy 
and procedure in place. However, in the event  
of an incident that relates to safeguarding, 
significant questions would arise if there was 
nothing to demonstrate that the National 
Governing Body and its a�liate members had 
addressed safeguarding and created a safe and 
positive learning environment. It would also  
leave organisations wide open to litigation. 

The BPA requires a statement of intent that 
demonstrates a commitment to safeguard those 
involved in sport from harm. Harm is often 
confused with safety related to specific skydiving 
incidents, such as injury. Although injury falls 
under the umbrella of safeguarding, this is dealt 
with differently in our sport by way of incident 

Will Penny, by Roy 
Wimmer-Jaglom 
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and injury reports. The harm in safeguarding 
relates more to the treatment of people and 
respecting their rights as individuals. There are 
also two policies required due to different laws 
for different groups; these are children and 
vulnerable adults. The Convention on the Rights 
of the Child defines a child as anyone under the 
age of 18. A child is defined as vulnerable by their 
age alone and we work with this age group, 
therefore we must make sure to keep them safe.

Defining a vulnerable adult is a more di�cult 
concept. Those with disabilities fall into this 
bracket – though, rightly, not all people with a 
disability will define themselves as vulnerable. 
Vulnerability is sometimes referred to as being 
‘at risk’, and anyone can fall into this category.  
To relate this to safeguarding in skydiving, it  
must be considered that vulnerability is dynamic 
and on a sliding scale – at some points in life,  
we are essentially more vulnerable than others. 

Every person that walks through the door to 
undertake their first skydive is in a vulnerable 
position; they are vulnerable in that they are 
required to place their trust in an Instructor. 
This creates an immediate imbalance of power 
within the student-and-Instructor relationship, 

with the Instructor holding more power. The 
Code of Conduct for Instructors outlines the 
basic requirements of behaviour that are required 
of all BPA Instructors and Coaches, most of 
which is simply common sense and decency.

Due to recent media frenzy in relation to 
safeguarding in sport, you do not need to look 
far to find examples of safeguarding processes 
failing or not existing at all. The Football 
Association, for example, has suffered 
significantly – both financially and in terms of 
their reputation – due to the sexual abuse of 
young players. Safeguarding is often associated 
with sexual abuse and, although this occurs, it is 
not always apparent. Other aspects to consider 
are unfounded allegations against Instructors, 
bullying, neglect and abusive behaviour. 

Most aspects of promoting safeguarding 
within the sport are obvious and will be adhered 
to by PTOs without even realising. A good 
example of this would be the consent form  
for those under the age of 18. This practice  
has been happening within PTOs for a long  
time; it protects the young student, the  
Instructor or Coach and the organisation. 

Looking forward, the BPA will provide training 

for each PTO to have a safeguarding lead. This 
person will have information and documentation 
on how to report any potential safeguarding 
concerns and deal with them accordingly. The 
safeguarding lead will be responsible for ensuring 
that any required information is available to 
their PTO and provide in-house training to staff. 
Steps to provide safeguarding training on Basic 
Instructor courses have already begun, and there 
is a national safeguarding advisor in place to 
provide support to the safeguarding leads in the 
event of a concern that requires further action. 

It is important to remember that effective 
measures will safeguard everyone in the sport, 
from participants through to Instructors and 
organisational management. There are many 
benefits to a safeguarding framework, such as 
knowing how to effectively report a concern; 
protection for Coaches and Instructors  
against false allegations; and recognition of 
acceptable conduct. The BPA has provided  
this framework and it is now our responsibility  
as skydivers to ensure that we make our 
dropzones safer and more effective in recognising 
the need to safeguard our students, colleagues 
and reputation. 

‘Most aspects of promoting safeguarding within 
the sport are obvious and will be adhered to by 
PTOs without even realising’

‘Protection’ 
reaches further 
than the obvious. 
By Rob Lloyd







ANDY GUEST

1  Selfie from 
the Beech

A  L I F E  L E S S 

O R D I N A R Y
Andy Guest, D2439, has been in the sport for almost 42 years. With 6,100 jumps,  

he has held CSI, Tandem Instructor, AFF Instructor, Advanced Instructor,  

Instructor Examiner and Jump Pilot ratings, and is now also an author!

1

A
ndy’s book, Type T, tells the 
story of his life in the sport 
and beyond. He has racked 
up five World Records,  
two European Records  

and nineteen British Records, including 
several as a member of the Royal Marines 
Free Fall Parachute Display Team, who still 
hold the world CRW stack record of 24.

As well as telling the tales of his 
exploits in both skydiving and BASE – 
as a BASE pioneer in the 1980s, Andy 
holds World BASE #14, British BASE  
#1 and Night BASE #28 – the book also 
gives an insight into the life of someone 
who challenges themselves in all that they 
do. From the gruelling Royal Marines 
training at Lympstone to his first tour in 
Northern Ireland, and from the horrors  
of war-torn Afghanistan to piracy on the 
open seas, this book leaves you marvelling 
at a life lived more fully than most.

If these three extracts leave you hungry 
for more, you can buy the full book on 
Amazon or pop into Dunkeswell in search 
of a personally signed copy.

Demos in the late 1970s  
and early 1980s
On one demo, Stan (Wood) was flying 
me in a two stack and started to make  
his approach. I was scanning the 
arena we were landing in 
when I noticed a man 
floating in the middle of  
it, which confused me. 
Suddenly it hit me and  
the alarm bells went off.

“Stan!” I screamed, “there’s 
a high wire act in the arena…  
we only have half an arena!”

“What?!” Stan shouted back.
“The arena… we only have 

half of it… there’s a wire 
going across the middle!”

Stan altered his approach 
and we landed safely, but 
we were both left shaking 
our heads. The show’s organisers 
hadn’t thought to tell us when the  
recce was carried out.

Jumping El Capitan in 1980
Daylight arrives and bodies stir. It wasn’t 
the best of sleeps, but I’m happy there 
are no more hills to climb. We chat  
with the other skydivers and stretch  
our limbs as the sun rises higher, and 
eventually someone suggests we start 
heading down to the edge of the cliff  
face. Once we’ve put on our parachute 
gear, we make our way down the slope, 
and my brain tries to take all of this in.  
I’m heading to the edge of El Capitan,  
and the questions I have to ask myself  
are about to be answered. The vastness  
of the valley and the sense of this huge 
depth just seem to keep growing. I can  
see the mountains in the distance on  
the opposing side and feel the sheer  
size of the cliffs. It’s breathtaking.

We stop about 30 feet short of the edge 
to wait for 8:00 AM, and there’s complete 
silence as each man goes within himself 
for a bit of soul searching.  
As I look towards the edge  
I no longer feel the thrill of 
the excitement but just an 
overwhelming sense of dread.  
My fear of heights is all too real 
and makes me feel queasy. I no 
longer want to take photographs; 
I’m not in the mood. I dig deep into 
my thoughts and put my camera inside 
my jumpsuit. My heart is pounding and  
I take deep breaths, asking myself,  
Why? This has to be one 
of the stupidest ideas 
I’ve ever come up with. 
It all sounded so good 
back in England but 
now, faced with the 

enormity of what I’m supposed to be 
doing, I question the logic of it.

“Oh my God!” someone shouts out, 
“he’s just gone over the edge!” Heads scan 
around and, yes, it’s true, we’re one person 
down. This starts my heart pounding faster. 
Another jumper steps forward and says he’s 
going, he can’t wait any longer, and we all 
just stare as a climber from the group walks 
to the edge to watch him disappear. One 
moment he was there and then he was 
gone, and my ears strain to hear the sound 
of his parachute opening. The climber 
jumps up and down. “Wow, that was 
awesome!” he yells. The fact he has no 
safety harness on and is so close 
to the edge is making me 
feel physically sick.

Ian turns to me. 
“Andy,” he says, 
“I’m not going to 
wait any longer,  

I’m going now.”

 April 2018    31



ANDY GUEST

32     April 2018

My head turns to face him and my 
brain is saying, “Hey, it was my idea,  
I go first,” but the words, “Okay,” come 
out of my mouth instead.

I watch Ian take those steps towards 
the edge, my eyes transfixed on him, and 
very calmly Ian launches himself off. My 
heart sinks. The climber confirms he’s 
okay and then all eyes turn towards me.

“I suppose you’ll be wanting to go 
next?” a voice pipes up.

I’m having a complete coordination 
problem with my brain and tongue. My head 
is thinking, “Hey, what’s the rush?” but a 
resigned, “I suppose so,” comes out instead. 
With a deep breath, I walk towards the edge.

All the senses in my body are at fever 
pitch, my mouth has gone dry and my brain 
feels almost numb as I step up to the launch 
platform, which slopes steeply towards the 
edge. No one needs to tell me my pupils 
have enlarged. Yosemite National Park is all 
around me and the view is magnificent.  
I can’t look down, but I focus on the horizon 
to try and control my fear. This is the 
moment; I can’t have any more questions in 
my head. There are people watching, and 
this means the backdoor has closed. I pause 
to analyse the situation. I’d seen in the 
film how far it was possible to get away 
from the cliff face. Quite a few skydivers 
have taken this plunge… I’ve just seen 
three of them do it and they were okay.  
It really is just a question of conquering 
the fear within me, not what’s out there.

But can I do it?
There’s no sound; just silence. I look at 

the blue sky, the stunning landscape before 
me, and it’s a beautiful day, I think. I’m at 
peace with myself. I take a deep breath and 
many thoughts and pictures flash through 
my mind, but the answer is yes. Yes, I can 
do it. With my legs bent, I take two steps 
down the slope whereupon I leap, as hard 
and as far as I can, over the edge.

My body position starts to go head down 
and this wasn’t in the plan. I throw my legs 
and arms back into the tracking position, 
which should see me move away from the 
cliff face, but it has no effect. I look over 
my shoulder, my concern building, the cliff 
face so close, and I can see the speed 
accelerating as the side of the cliff races 
past me. I’m five seconds into my freefall 
jump off El Capitan when I suddenly feel 
and visually see myself accelerate away 
from the cliff. “Yes! Yes!” my brain screams 
out as it continues to count the seconds. 
The valley below me is looking even more 
beautiful as the distance between me and 
the cliff face grows. Ten seconds, and I can 
see I’m halfway down. It’s time to open the 
parachute. I throw out my pilot chute and 
feel myself being tugged upright. The 
parachute opens and I swear I have never 
seen it look so beautiful. There are 
countless emotions running through  
my body and my mind. This is such a 
massive high, created by a natural rush  
of adrenalin, and I feel euphoric.

I have a soft landing in the valley 
next to the crowd who have come to 
watch, and they clap and cheer for the 
entertainment I’ve just provided them.  
My equipment is dropped to the ground 

where I’ve landed, and Ian walks over to 
me. We’re both speechless.

A ranger on horseback rides up to ask to 
see my permit and I pull it out of my pocket. 
I then have to sit down; I’m still trying to 
take it all in. I look up to see the next jumper 
leap off El Capitan and watch him in awe. 
Chuck lands and walks up to me.

“You know, Andy, that was the most 
terrifying piece of cake,” he says.

“What do you mean?”
“When I was stood up there on the 

edge I was terrified, but once I’d leapt off 
it just became another skydive.”

I feel so alive. My body is buzzing, that 
free spirit deep inside me is thanking me 
for allowing it to breathe, and I feel – as 
strange as it sounds – as if I’m me... the 
me that I’m supposed to be.

Ian and I party until the early hours, 
starting off in the restaurant, and money 
is no object. We order the finest food and 
drink so many beers that it impairs our 
walk back to the tents, but who cares? 
We’ve just jumped off El Capitan.

Filming Dead Men’s Tales 

with Leo Dickinson, 1988
An incident that Leo wants to recreate is 
one that occurred in 1966 over Halfpenny 
Green in Wolverhampton, where a student 
had what is known as a ‘hang-up’. He was 
unable, when jumping from the aircraft, to 
break away from the static line, and was 
suspended in mid-air. The jump master, 
Mick Reeves, climbed down the static line, 
cut it free and did a free-fall with the 
student before deploying his reserve.  
He was awarded the George Medal.

I approach Si Clark, one of my 
instructors, and tell him how much fun 
it will be to do it together. I also mention 
the bonus of getting paid 50 pounds for 
each jump we do. Si tells me he’s up for it.

A couple of weeks later, Leo arrives to film 
it. He wants some freefall footage of the 
instructor, which will be me, desperately 
trying to open the student’s front-mount 
reserve. I tell Leo it didn’t happen like that in 
real life, and Leo points out that he wants to 
make it more dramatic for the TV audience, 
as that’s what they do in the movies. It’s a 
simple jump; there’s no need to go all the 
way up to altitude, so we agree to do it from 
7,000ft. Si and I talk about the jump and 
the cut off height and, as he’s playing a 
student from 1966, his altimeter will be 
hidden inside his jumpsuit.

It’s a beautiful, peaceful summer’s day. 
The Devon landscape below me looks like a 
picture, and there are two bright, sparkling 
coastlines in the distance. We position 
ourselves in the aircraft with Si on his back 
and me holding onto his side, and we exit 
and enter the slip stream. Straight away,  
I spot a problem. Si has lowered his hands 
by his side, which causes him to move 
horizontally across the ground, and with 
me hanging onto his side there is only one 
outcome: we go into a spin. The spin picks 
up in speed and the G-force prevents me 
from going into the role-play of pretending 
to struggle to pull Si’s front-mounted 
reserve. I check our height and it’s clear the 
short time we had has been used up, so I 

2  Building world 
record CF stacks 
with the Royal 
Marines, by  
Simon Ward 

3  My qualifying 
BASE jump from  
the 330ft (110m) 
Trellick Tower in 
London in December 
1981, earning me 
World BASE #14

4  After a third 
successful dummy 
pull – freefall next! 

5  Going native 
in Afghanistan 

6  Only one attempt 
at a British 50-way 
record and it built 
first time over 
Middle Wallop  
Air show in 1997.  
I docked around 
47th after finding 
the rainbow 
shoelaces I was 
looking for to dock. 
By Simon Ward 

7  Cardiff Air Day 
1979, having just 
exited the British 
Airways Dragon 
Rapide with a 
chance to geek the 
cameraman while 
checking the spot
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release Si in the belief that he’ll know the 
filming is finished and it’s time to open his 
parachute, as this was not in the plan.

I turn 180˚ and start to move 
horizontally away from him for separation, 
and I glance back expecting to see him 
opening his parachute, but to my surprise 
I see him still on his back with a smile on 
his face. I spin back to observe him, and  
to make sense of what he’s doing. The 
reality of the situation hits me; he has  
lost his altitude awareness.

There is no more thought process. 
My body instinctively adopts the position 
to dive to get to him; I know we have 
passed our pull height and we’re already 
behind on time. I pick up speed through 
the air, accelerating to 180mph compared 
to his 120mph. The clock is ticking, the 
altitude is being burned, and I have no time 
to look at my altimeter. I can see what is 
before me. I slice through the air like a 
peregrine falcon focused on his prey.  
My mind reads off the height: 2,000ft, 
1,500ft, and the ground is expanding.  
At 1,000ft, my head screams, this is  
sh*t or bust. I’m so close, alarm bells 
explode in my head, but I have to continue. 
I can sense the grim reaper is close by, 
ready to take me to his domain.

As I come over the top of Si, I bank hard 
to kill my speed, so as to equal his, and skid 
to a halt 60ft away from him. He looks at 
me. I throw a hand signal that indicates to 
pull, and at the same time I scream “PULL 
IT! PULL IT! PULL IT!” My face doesn’t hide 
the severity of our situation and Mandy 
Dickinson, who is filming from the 
ground, turns and walks away from her 
camera in tears. She knows the outcome 
and doesn’t want to witness it, but she 
hears my voice screaming at Si to pull.

8  Exiting the 
Chinook as one  
of the last to  
leave on a  
British freefall  
star record  
attempt in 1997.  
By Simon Ward

Some people say that when death 
approaches it’s peaceful, quiet, serene; but 
not in this case. It’s a f***ing fight to the 
end. Si pulls his reserve that was going to be 
cut away as opposed to using his last resort 
reserve, and I see the canopy start to deploy. 
I spin again to avoid a canopy collision, 
but don’t know if I still have time. I’m on 
unfamiliar equipment because we’re creating 
something from the sixties, and it’s gear I 
haven’t used for 14 years. I’m out of time 
to use my front-mounted reserve, and 
instead I hit the ripcord of my main, 
simultaneously staring at a tree that is 
rushing towards me with every intention of 
impaling me. I don’t scream, but in my head 
a voice shouts “Boll***s!” I feel a sense of it 
being unfair, but there’s a small voice at 
the back of my mind that is desperately 
clinging onto life and it tells me that 
people have walked away from this.

I’m one and a half seconds from 
impact. I accept my fate and know there 
is nothing more I can do.

When I get snatched upright, hard, and 
see my canopy inflate above my head, there’s 
no time to rejoice. I grab my toggles, release 
my brakes, and turn 90˚ to avoid the tree, 
and at the same time I continue the flare 
to land in a field on the edge of the trees. 
It all happens in an instant.

Do I thank God? No. God plays no part in 
life and death situations. Today just wasn’t 
my day. Whether it was luck or skill in my 
reaction, I really don’t care. All I know is that 
it was close; too bloody close. I’m in shock as 
to how a simple jump got to that stage.

Leo, I discover, was open at 1,000ft.
“I know exactly why I’m down and 

dirty,” I tell Leo, “I made a decision to 
chase after Si. But why the hell were you 
below opening height?”

“I couldn’t believe what I was seeing,” 
he says, “so I thought I’d keep filming.”

We walk away, each of us trying to take 
lessons from this.

...
A couple of weeks later, I reflect on 

the incident with Si that saw me so close 
to being killed, and a sense of guilt washes 
over me that I can’t shake off. I put Si 
before my family, and very nearly left my 
son without a father and Alison to bring 
up a child on her own. I can analyse it  
and say my actions were justified and  
it all ended well, but it doesn’t take away 
the guilt. It feels as if there’s a dark cloud 
hanging over me, and my emotions reach 
a point where they bring tears.

This is not me.
Having a family has changed me, and has 

made me aware of a situation I have to 
address. I purchase an Automatic Activation 
Device, so if my main parachute isn’t open 
by a certain height the AAD will activate the 
reserve. It makes sense to take the decision 
out of my hands as I know if the same 
situation arose again, I would do it again.  
It’s in my nature to go to someone’s aid 
and I have to accept that. 

8
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N A I L I N G  
T H E  

L A U N C H
A guide to common 4-way exits from British 

National bronze medallists Chimera

A 
4-way jump comprises four key 
elements: the exit, the hill, freefall 
and the break-off/canopy flight.  
It is always important to be safe  
on break-off and under canopy. 

Teams may have a strength in one or two of the 
remaining elements, but it’s important to get  
all four right if you’re to continue to progress. 
Spotting where your areas of weakness lie will 

inform your training strategy, so be sure to 
recognise what’s going well and what’s not so good.

Over the next few issues of the Mag, we’ll 
share our tips for all of these. We’ll start, as 
seems logical, at the beginning – exits!

What makes a good 4-way exit?
Your exit from the aircraft is a pivotal point in 
your jump. Not only does it signal the start of the 

timer during competition (remember, the 
35-second competition timer starts as soon 
as the first person leaves the plane), it can 
also dictate how that jump goes throughout. 
Get it right, and it’ll seem like a seamless 
progression where you can start nailing 
those points from the off. Get it wrong, 
and you could be facing a funnel for a few 
thousand feet.

Chimera, by 
Matthew Willson
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The way you know it’s gone well is when 
everyone is able to start flying straight away. 
In many senses, there is no hill. By this, we 
mean you should be able to fly on the air no 
matter what orientation that air is, so think 
of your exit as a means of placing yourself in 
that airflow rather than jumping into the sky.

Point flyers
The Point flyer will, most of the time, exit the 
aircraft from the front of the door. More often 
than not, Point flyers will feel like they have 
the least space in the door of everyone. In 
Chimera’s case, our OC James almost never 
has what he considers ‘enough’ space so it’s 
not unusual for Sarah, our Point, to be pretty 
much crammed up by the pilot!

Don’t worry if you’re in this slot and you see 
the door frame in front of your face. As we all 
know, the formation is going to move to your left 
as soon as it starts leaving the plane so, providing 
Inside Centre leaves with it, you’re never going 

to find yourself either stuck where you are or 
hitting the door frame. Remember: for a number 
of exits, your front foot does not need to be 
on the edge of the plane door. You can exit 
comfortably from well inside the plane.

If we think about how the formation is going 
to look on the hill, the Point flyer is going to 
be at the top. For most launches, you’ll be 
thinking about getting yourself above everyone 
else by either delaying your own exit slightly or 
powering out over the top of your teammates.

Outside Centre flyers
OC will, most of the time, exit from front float. 
This means you’ll be taking the brunt of 
the wind in the door and you’ll need to stand 
strong. Leaning into the relative wind can 
help. Even if you feel like you’re leaning 
quite a lot, it’s likely your leaning is 
just combating the push you’d 
naturally get, so you’re actually 
standing up straight.

N
 –  C R A N

K
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In some teams, OC is doing the count. 
In others, IC does the count. Whatever you 
choose as a team, your OC is still going to have 
to be super-aware of the exit timing because 
your exit will happen relative to IC.

The main challenge for OC is to get the 
power to get you away from the aircraft. 
Whenever you’re in the door as OC, 
you should feel like a coiled 
spring and ready to get that 
explosive power as soon as 
it’s needed. One way to 
train for this is to practise 
on the ground, using 
a block onto which 
you jump from a 
static position.

Inside Centre 
flyers
IC typically needs to take 
up the majority of space in 
the door, so you should set up 
in the centre. Be careful not to 
stand too far towards the back of the 
plane because you’ll risk getting stuck in the 
tail end of it as the formation slides to your left.

A
 –  U N I P O D

Pineapple Jesus, 
by Craig Poxon 
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Exits in this slot usually fall into one of two 
categories depending on the first formation being 
built. In the majority of cases, IC’s job is to get 
their hips down, essentially dropping into the 
space that’s been left by OC and pulling that 
side of the formation down. Popular launches 
using this technique include randoms E 
(meeker) and H (bow).

In some formations, like 
A (unipod) and F (open 
accordion), your job is to 
dive out alongside the 
Point flyer so your head 
is lower than your body. 
Again, you’ll need to be 
aware of the space that’s 
been vacated by OC and 
make sure you place 
yourself there. If you’re 
responsible for the exit 
count, be sure to practise 
this so it’s second nature. 
It shouldn’t distract you from 
doing your job on the exit.

Tail flyers
The Tail’s natural habitat is floating at the rear of 

the door. You’ll be the first to climb out after the 
cameraflyer, so you’ll build up strength in your 
right leg and arm because you’ll typically have a 
bit of time to wait for the rest of the team to get 
in position.

A lot of exits for Tail are about dropping away 
from the plane, looking up the line of flight with 

strong presentation to the airflow. You’ll 
often also want to time things to 

help pull the formation down 
the hill a bit, but we shy away 

from saying ‘go early’ because 
it’s easy to go too early and 

lose the grip.
On some exits, such 

as a B (stairstep) or E 
(meeker), you have quite 
a different job. You need 
to power your left hip up 
towards OC and get your 

head down towards the 
step as you leave. These 

exits, while very different 
from your usual exit technique, 

are useful to have in the bag 
because many other formations 

are quick grip-switches from them.

Cameraflyers
The job of the cameraflyer in all of this is to 
capture the whole exit in frame so that the 
Judges/Coach can see the point as it presents. 
This is arguably the most challenging job; while 
the 4-way can pretty much fly themselves to 
make it work even if things don’t go perfectly 
to plan, the cameraflyer is out there on their 
own and attempting to predict what treat the 
team might present to them this time…

Understanding your 4-way team’s key is critical 
to a successful exit. Make sure you dirt dive the 
exit with your team and be aware that you may 
see more or less of the key depending on the 
formation being launched. There are lots of 
nuances to the way you’d film – too many to go 

into in this article, so look out for future articles 
for specific camera tips – but, generally speaking, 
it’s about finding your air among the other bodies.

Consider the hill as you would any other part 
of freefall. If there’s someone below you (or in 
front of you on the hill), you get caught in their 
burble and risk falling on top of them. A good 
cameraflyer will know the 4-way exits and know 
where their space is, and therefore where they 
can catch some of the relative wind. Usually 
it’s between IC and Tail, but this can change 
depending on how you’re flying.

Exit training
Which or how many exits you should train for all 
comes down to what your team plan is. If you’ve 
got the budget to do lots of jumps and can repeat 
the exits enough to be confident that you’ll nail 
them in competition, train as many as you can. 
But if, like many junior teams, you’re doing 
relatively few jumps, you’ll want to focus on a 
handful of exits which you can consistently fly 
nicely, then grip-switch to the first point of the 
dive (grip-switching is just what it sounds like – 
changing grips after launching the exit). The 
more comfortable you are with those few exits, 
the quicker you’ll be grip switching, so it can pay 
dividends not to spread your training too thin 
trying to learn too many exit formations.

If you’re simply in it for fun, though, some 
teams will try to launch absolutely everything. 
There is epic glory to be had launching a 
1 (snowflake – do it before the dive pool 
changes in 2019!) or a 14 (bipole), for example, 
on your first attempt at a competition. 
But beware: the risks of a funnel are high! 

Want to learn more about 4-way exits or any 

element of 4-way jumping? Look out for the 

BPA Roadshows across the UK this summer 

or follow us on Facebook to find out more 

about events we’re hosting at Skydive Langar. 

We’re on Facebook at facebook.com/

chimeraskydive. 
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Chimera, by 
Matthew Willson
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T
he 93-year-old Charles 
Henley was first gripped  
by the urge to jump aged  
20 and eventually started  
a chequered career in the 

sport aged 40. When he finally retired 
from jumping and decided not to renew 
his BPA membership in 2017, he was  
the oldest member of the BPA. Here  
are some of his memories from a lifetime 
in the sport.

“I got my buzz out of getting out on 
the wing, wheel or strut and saying 
goodbye to a perfectly serviceable 
aeroplane. This was prompted by my  
RAF service as a 20-year-old aircrew 
trainee, when I was continually gripped 
by a compulsion to jump out. I left the  

air force with a feeling of having been 
cheated. I only wanted to make one  
jump, but the opportunity was lost.

“On a gunnery training exercise in a 
twin-engined Whitley (aptly nicknamed 
‘the flying co�n’), the port engine 
caught fire but was promptly feathered.  
A Mayday call set us in line for the  
nearest airfield because the aircraft could 
not maintain height on one engine. It was 
losing height fast but, as we approached 
the airfield, our landing slot was scrubbed 
– a glider had beaten us to it and was 
blocking the runway. It was now too late 
to bale out, so we braced ourselves for a 
crash landing and ploughed furrows in 
farmland in the Derbyshire countryside. 
Fortunately, all survived with only one 
non-serious injury. However, the loss  
of a parachuting opportunity lingered 
until I reached my 40th year.

“That year, the Parachute Regiment 
went on a recruiting drive by erecting 
scaffolding towers from which it was 
possible to make simulated parachute 
descents. My seven-year-old was not 
allowed to make the descent, so he 

A  L I F E T I M E  I N 

T H E  S P O R T

Celebrating the life and 

times of Charles Henley 

– the oldest member of 

the BPA in 2017

1  Charles Henley 
with Simon Beech 
and Chris Sparks,  
by Clem Quinn

2  Freefall exit 
over Headcorn 
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‘On a gunnery training exercise in a twin-engined 
Whitley (aptly nicknamed ‘the flying coffin’), the  
port engine caught fire but was promptly feathered.  
A Mayday call set us in line for the nearest airfield 
because the aircraft could not maintain height on one 
engine. It was losing height fast but, as we approached 
the airfield, our landing slot was scrubbed – a glider  
had beaten us to it and was blocking the runway.  
It was now too late to bale out, so we braced ourselves 
for a crash landing and ploughed furrows in farmland  
in the Derbyshire countryside.’

delegated to me. As seven-year-olds 
are inclined to do, he asked: “Would  
you jump out of a real aeroplane, dad?” 
“Of course,” I naturally replied, but 
afterwards I questioned my spontaneity. 
What I was so eager to do when I was  
20 could perhaps be a different matter 
now that I was 40. I just had to find out.

“Months later, I was standing on 
the wing of a Jackeroo (a converted  
Tiger Moth) at 2,200ft over Thruxton  
and life was never quite the same after 
that. The following years were filled  
with a variety of alternating freefall  
and static line jumps at southern and 
south-western airfields or farm landing 
strips, eventually becoming more 
permanent at Headcorn in the early 
1980s. I made my last freefall jump  
in September 2002 at the age of 78,  
but had to pull out because my patient 
parachutist-supporting wife needed me 
more than I needed parachuting.

“My wife remained with me for 
another 11 years and, when she passed 
away and did not need me any more,  
my thoughts returned to parachuting.  
I contacted Headcorn, who kindly and 
generously gave me the opportunity  

to get into the sky again at the ripe old 
age of 89.  

“I had a great start to the season in 
2014, but this was cut short by problems 
unrelated to parachuting. The following 
year saw an equally good start, but I was 
again set back by mainly non-parachuting 
events. Although I jumped again in 2016, 
having added 33 extra static line jumps 
since 2014 to reach a total of 737 logged 
jumps, I regretfully concluded that the 
300-mile round-trip journey and 
unpredictable weather had made it 
increasingly di�cult to maintain the 
continuity essential for safe jumping.

“Checking back on my logbooks, I 
found that, of my 737 jumps, 361 were 
made on rounds – a process that was 
extended considerably by recovery time 
from serious injuries. Fortunate indeed 
are the guys and girls who are able to 
make their first jump on a ‘square’.

“Coinciding with my 1960s interest 
in parachuting, I also made a rather 
radical career move from an area service 
manager’s post in an American business 
machines company to a lowly social  
work position working with people  
with learning disabilities. By the 1980s,  
I had become the manager of the 
Conquest Centre – a day centre in 
Hastings. Along with the Chairman  
of the Friends of Conquest, Jim Page,  
we sought ways of raising cash to  
provide extra training resources and 
sponsored parachuting was an obvious 
choice. By sending batches of 20-30 
first-time jumpers to Headcorn, all  
of which were on ‘rounds’, we raised 
thousands of pounds and attracted a  
great deal of interest in parachuting. 

“Further down the line and into 
‘squares’, one of the attendees at 
Conquest made not just one but two 
tandem jumps and made a small fortune 
for the learning disability clubs he was 
being sponsored for. Sponsoring is great, 
but it needs to be directed to genuine 
local causes. Big national organisations 
have plenty of other means by which to 

raise funds, but they do not always use 
them fruitfully. 

“My interest in working for the 
wellbeing of people with learning 
disabilities and their carers has run 
parallel with, and extended beyond, that 
of my parachuting career. These people 
are getting a rotten deal and, in my view, 
the outlook for future quality support 
services is worse now than when I came 
into this work half a century ago. I have 
had to delay retirement and focus on a 
vigorous full-time campaign that I started 
30 years ago. This has included numerous 
publications in reputable journals, 
badgering every form of political, social 
and media influence, and writing several 
books in recent years, including a 
monograph last year. At this moment, my 
campaign has just reached a significant 
and critical point that I hope will bring 
major social issues into the public domain.

“Sadly, the door has now closed on my 
last year as a full member of the BPA. 
However, it will not close the door on half 
a century of memories and experiences 
and the friendship and joys shared  
with a great bunch in a fantastically 
rewarding sport. I may not have reached 
the highest peaks, but what I did is 
embedded deeply and irreplaceably. 
Grateful thanks to all concerned.”  

3  Charles Henley 
at 93 

4  On the landing 
area at Headcorn
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Exciting news – the UK has a new dropzone!

A
fter 28 years, skydiving is coming 
back to Shobdon. Conveniently 
located on the English/Welsh 
border between Birmingham, 
Bristol and Cardiff, it is the only 

licensed airfield in Herefordshire and has been the 
home of Herefordshire Aero Club for more than 
50 years. It was also the home of Herefordshire 

Parachute Club between 1963 and 1990, so there 
will be many of you out there with fond memories 
of the place already.

Skydive Shobdon is the sister dropzone of 
Black Knights Parachute Centre so, although 
Skydive Shobdon may be a new name in the 
skydiving community of Herefordshire, there’s  
a highly experienced team behind the scenes  

who will be running the new DZ. DZO Paul 
Yeoman said that he was “excited with this  
new venture and couldn’t wait to get started.”  
He added: “The views over the Herefordshire  
area are next to none and will make for some 
spectacular jumping.” He’s looking forward to 
welcoming those new to the sport as well as 
experienced skydivers who won’t have to travel  

S K Y D I V E 

S H O B D O N
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as far now. Chief Instructor Steve Saunders  
said that he “couldn’t wait to start working  
with all the staff at Skydive Shobdon and to  
start operating there in April”.

Skydive Shobdon opened on April 6 and 
will be open every Friday-Sunday thereafter 
(weather permitting, of course). It may also open 
on certain Bank Holidays and for larger groups,  
so keep an eye out for this via their Facebook  
page. It will initially be using a Gipps Aero GA8 
Airvan, taking eight jumpers to 10,000ft for daily 
operations. With Tiger helicopters also on site  
at Shobdon Airfield, there is the possibility of 
helicopter jumps being organised in the future!

The first training days with the staff have been 
carried out to get everyone familiar with the 
layout and new airfield. There is a C Licence and 
above requirement in place so, if that’s you, you 

are welcome to come and jump. It’s worth giving 
Skydive Shobdon a heads-up the day before so 
they know you are planning to come down. 
The C Licence restriction is in place due to the 
multiple other aircraft activities taking place  
on the airfield daily. In the future, Skydive 
Shobdon hopes to have a Static Line and AFF 
programme in place to accommodate students. 
They also hope to have a Cessna Caravan and 
would like to run a mid-week jump programme.

Everyone’s welcome to come along. There is a 
café on site at Shobdon Airfield that’s open seven 
days a week and they serve a great selection of 
homemade food – from the traditional pilot’s 
all-day breakfast to daily specials to enjoy inside 
or out. They have some outside seating that 
serves as a spectator’s area, giving you a great 
view of the skydivers as well as all the other 

activity going on up in the sky. The airfield also 
has static caravans available for rent for those 
who want to stay near the DZ, so contact them 
directly to book on 01568 708121.

Keep up to date with what’s going on at the 
dropzone via their Facebook/Instagram pages 
and check out their website for more information 
and jump prices. If you’ve got family in the area, 
bring them along for a tandem! 

CONTACT

Web: skydiveshobdon.co.uk  

Phone: 01568 313333  

Email: info@skydiveshobdon.co.uk  

Facebook: facebook.com/skydiveshobdon  

Instagram: @skydiveshobdon
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F A I R  P L A Y
There’s a lot more to judging than just counting points and using a stopwatch. 

Here’s a look behind the scenes at the annual BPA Judges’ training

WORDS: LUCY WESTGARTH – 

BPA FORMATION SKYDIVING JUDGE, 

NATIONAL DYNAMIC FLYING JUDGE 

AND TRAINEE BPA ARTISTIC  

EVENTS JUDGE 

O
n the weekend of March 
24-25, BPA HQ opened its 
doors to the annual BPA 
Judging Seminar. Outside  
of BPA Skydive the Expo,  

this is one of the rare opportunities  
for Judges across all disciplines to 
congregate in the same place for 
catch-ups, introductions and a currency 

refresh after the winter season. We also 
welcomed four trainees to the group and 
they are pursuing training opportunities 
across a variety of disciplines. As an FS 
Judge, this was my first opportunity to 
meet some of the Accuracy and CF Judges 
and, for most of us, a chance to see the 
refurbished BPA HQ.

The meeting began with updates 
from the International Parachuting 
Commission (IPC) and an overview of  
the important points contained within 
Section 5 and the General Section.  
Some of the trainees expressed a feeling 
of being thrown in at the deep end,  

but they will cover the paperwork in  
more detail as their training progresses.

Following on from this, we reviewed 
our own Judges’ manual – Form 277.  
A productive open discussion was held  
to cover some of the more ambiguous 
points and to provide clarity on roles  
and responsibilities during a competition. 
This provided an open floor for further 
discussion, or questions from the trainees.

One major talking point was the 
separation of the BPA National rating  
for FS into two separate categories:  
FS (4-way and 8-way) and VFS. Feedback 
received during the 2017 season indicated 

1  Don Tomkinson 
and Lucy Westgarth 
were awarded their 
latest judging 
ratings at BPA 
Skydive the Expo 
2018, by Rob Lloyd 

1

JUDGING
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‘This is one of the rare opportunities for Judges  
across all disciplines to congregate in the same  
place for catch-ups, introductions and a currency 
refresh after the long winter season’

that there was a sense of frustration felt 
by people who wanted to be involved  
in one part of the discipline but not 
necessarily the others. It is, however, 
worth noting that if anyone wants to 
attend a FAI FS judging course, they must 
hold the BPA FS and VFS judging ratings.

In other business, research has been 
conducted into procuring a judging 
system and set of laptops for use at 
competitions within the UK. The 
Competition Committee approved the 
use of OmniSkore!HD, which is widely 
used across various disciplines at First 
Category Events. Tash Higman, as Judges 
Coordinator, led a session on demystifying 
the user interface and benefits of the 
system. Look out for the new system  
at a competition near you soon!

Liz Warner and Frank Mallabone 
gave presentations on the disciplines  
of Artistics (Freefly and Freestyle) and 
Wingsuiting (Performance and Artistics). 
They explained how the judging worked 
and any relevant rule changes that have 
been brought in. This was a particularly 
good insight for Judges who have had no 
prior involvement with these disciplines, 

VIDEO: TINYURL.COM/YA54ZYA7
Want to know more? Lucy presented a seminar at BPA Skydive  

the Expo 2018 titled ‘Training as a BPA Judge’. If you missed it live, 

catch up on the Mag’s YouTube channel. 

especially for those who perceived Freefly 
and Wingsuiting to be akin to ‘the dark 
arts’. Tash tied up the afternoon with an 
explanation of Speed Skydiving, covering 
the importance of competitor interaction 
and the resulting inability to simulate 
judging in a classroom environment. 

Day two saw a chance to update 
currency for the FS/VFS Judges and the 
CF Judges. Videos from the USPA and 
BPA Nationals gave accurate examples 
of some of the busts and judgement  

calls encountered in the judging room. 
This also highlighted to the trainees  
the varying camera quality and speed  
of some of the teams as they made  
their first attempts at scoring a round.

All in all, the weekend was a very 
productive one and it opened up a lot of 
avenues of progression for all attendees. 
The discipline refresh talks mean the 
team will be current, ready and waiting 
for your competition jumps as the season 
gets under way! 
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2  Judging at the 
BPA Nationals 2017, 
by Rob Lloyd

2

“Becoming a Trainee Judge has been a great experience. I have learnt so many 

new things about the sport and been exposed to so many different disciplines, 

it has made me want to try them all! The process of learning from other judges 

is fun and is challenging me to deepen my understanding of the rules and really 

hone the skills that are required for such a key role in competitions. I cannot wait 

until we hit the road this summer.” − Trainee Judge Marco Rizzi
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T H E  B E E ’ S 

K N E E S
You’ve seen many FS teams do it at the end of a tunnel flight and 

some of the top FS ninjas have been seen doing whole jumps of it. 

Now even the freeflyers are flying a version of it! Will you bend the 

knee and join the kneefly revolution?

WORDS: ALLY MILNE

1
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I
n Formation Skydiving, kneeflying 
can take place as a part of a 
pre-planned phase before a normal 
break-off, or as whole jumps trying 
it solo or with an experienced 
friend. When practising solo, 
remember to face off the line of 

flight in case you drift. Once you’ve had  
a go flying it competently yourself, you 
can even have a short blast every time you 
are waiting for your FS team to exit the 
tunnel. This doesn’t generally work if you 
are the flyer next to the doorway! Many 
top FS flyers like to learn the position 
because it’s a fun new challenge and it 
helps with getting the body used to flying 
at a slightly different angle, and people  
who enjoy learning these new positions 
can see this as a gateway to beginning  
a whole new discipline of freeflying.

Freeflyers find the position useful 
because it’s a good halfway point between 
backfly and sitfly, and it can help keep  
and maintain lift when transitioning  
in low-speed situations. Coaches may  
find this position helpful to maintain  
fall rates with students in early coach 
jumps when they are struggling with 
back-to-sit transitions. When the torso  
is more vertical, it can be used to help  
pick up grips in medium to slower fall  
rate conditions – although care should  
be taken to ensure the person you pick  
a grip on doesn’t pull you over to belly! 
Some people use it as a safety stop 

position when learning to back out 
through the tunnel doorway. It’s also  
a good way to introduce the concept  
of head up outface carving, with the 
advantage of no leg burble from the thighs 
as they should be vertical to the airflow.

To get into the position from belly, you 
want to increase surface area at the front 
half of the body like a slow fall and, as the 
upper body rises, you want to punch in 
the knees until the thighs are vertical 
with the airflow. Exactly how much knee 
input takes time to figure out, but more  
is generally better than less. The lower 
legs should be pressed forward during  
the transition phase and then be level 
with the ground with toes turned out for 
extra lift. Think about the air hitting the 
insides of your shoes or side of your foot. 
There should be a 90̊  angle between the 
thighs and lower legs. If the knees are a 
little too far forward, the position will 
still fly. However, if they are an inch too 
far back, your thighs will catch the air  
and you’ll end up returning to belly. 

Wearing an FS suit with booties 
while having the toes turned out helps 
massively with lift and gives a larger  
extra surface area that can be used for 
stability. The torso/thigh angle is altered 
dependent on the speed required; the 
more vertical, the higher the speed. The 
arms can be flown in a position similar  
to a mantis position and can be used for 
extra lift by making them horizontal to 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Ally Milne is a full-time load organiser 

and tunnel coach who is sponsored by 

Airtec, Performance Designs, United 

Parachute Technologies, Boogieman 

and Cookie Composites. He can be 

reached at allymilne@live.co.uk

1  Martyn Score and 
friends kneeflying, 
by Chris Cook 

2  A bendy Laura 
Hampton gives 
kneeflying a go,  
by Chris Cook 

3  Ally Milne 
kneeflying in  
the tunnel, by  
Jakub Langowsky 

2

3
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the airflow and faster by making them more 
vertical. If you need extra drive backward for 
a low-speed head-up outface carve, the arms 
can be set 45˚ above the horizon. Forward 
movement is harder in this position because 
the airflow is already hitting the front of 
the body, but small forward movements 
can be achieved by pressing the arms 
slightly below the horizon and lifting the 
lower legs slightly above the horizon.

As with learning any new skill, it will 
take time and patience to get the basics 
of the position. Experienced kneeflyers 
will have different tips and ways, but  
here are some common issues: 

Falling off position onto belly
This is usually caused by the thighs 
catching some of the airflow, which 
will quickly send you onto the belly 
position. Try more knee input to get  
into the position, have the knees further 
forward and, if you feel yourself slipping 
off the position, quickly kick them a few 
inches further forward before slipping  
out of the position. 

Sinking out
In bellyfly, this is often caused by the 
flyer not turning the toes out to use the 
maximum e�ciency of the booties.  

Also, it may be due to the torso being 
flown more vertically than required.

Going backwards
This is caused by leaning forward too 
much. Try making the torso more vertical 
(faster) or horizontal (slower). Another 
cause is pressing the lower legs down 
too much on the airflow.

 
If you get stuck, ask someone who has 
lots of experience kneeflying and try to 
show them some video footage so they 
can assess your position for tips or if you 
kneed any help. 

4  Kneefly exits 
are hard! Martine 
Howland and 
Martyn Score  
give it a go.  
By Chris Cook

5  Top marks to the 
guy on the right – 
horizontal shins, 
knees at 90˚, 
cupping air with  
the torso. Most  
of the pitfalls 
mentioned in the 
article can be  
seen in the rest  
of the photo!  
By Chris Cook

4

5
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PROGRESSION ZONE

They certainly have lots of differences. 

Some are on tiny canopies and some are on 

larger ones, from a Petra 72 to a Storm 190. 

Some are �aring on toggles and some on rear 

risers. They are landing after different jumps, 

from Speed to FS and from Free�y to camera. 

So what is the same?

In a word, symmetry. All of them have 

canopies that are �at and level, achieved by  

an even �are and a symmetrical body position 

with weight evenly distributed. Their hands are 

level with each other, regardless of whether 

What do all of these great landings have in common?

A  P I C T U R E  P A I N T S  A 

T H O U S A N D 

W O R D S

By Tim Parrant



 April 2018    57

PROGRESSION ZONE

The DZs given are the 

ones where the coach 

achieved their rating, but 

they may be available 

to coach at other DZs. 

Congratulations to all.

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

James Garnett, Wild Geese

Luke Lonsdale, Peterlee

Jason Webster, JSPW(N)

BASIC TRACKING COACH

George Panagopoulos, 

Netheravon

CP COACH

Rupert Connell, Strathallan

Christopher Dynan, 

Chatteris

FS COACH

Michael Mooney, JSPW(N)

Arran Tilley, Weston

James Halpin, LPS

Callum Kennedy, Beccles

Chris Cook, Langar

Stephen Simpson, Sibson

Ray Armstrong, 

Netheravon

FF COACH

Rupert Connell, Strathallan

Alan Westley, Netheravon

TRACKING COACH

Wes Thompson, Langar

Chris Cook, Langar

Thomas Shorten, Langar

Eddie Evenden, Strathallan

N E W  C O A C H E S

they are holding toggles or rear risers. This 

means that the canopy will keep flying in a 

straight line throughout the landing.

If you ever �nd that your canopy veers one 

way or the other during landing, it could be 

simply a small lack of symmetry that you 

haven’t even noticed. The smaller and faster 

your canopy, the more sensitive it is to uneven 

inputs – your landings may have seemed �ne on 

larger canopies, but now feel less controlled. 

Before blaming the canopy or the ubiquitous  

and imaginary ‘crosswind gust’, check your  

own hand position throughout your flare. 

Why not do some extra practice flares up 

high, watching the horizon? Remember to  

clear your airspace and keep an eye on your 

altitude and area. If that doesn’t help, ask a 

friend to �lm your landing. It could be that  

you are reaching for the ground with a hand  

or a foot and unintentionally inducing a turn 

before you touch down.

All photos on this 

page by Rob Lloyd
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The Kraken
The good people of NZ Aerosports 
have just announced their new 
canopy, named The Kraken,  
which is a wing aimed squarely  
at the wingsuiters of this world.

NZA are keen to point out that 
this isn’t just another low-bulk 
wingsuit canopy and that there’s  
a lot of science that’s gone in to  
its development. Take a deep 
breath – there’s plenty of it!

The Kraken is designed so its 
panels are sewn directly in the 
shape they will have during flight 
by taking into account the zig-zag 
distortion. This spreads the load 
evenly through the fabric and makes 
the wing more structurally efficient.

They’ve sewed the reinforcing 
tapes in arcs, which spreads the 
load applied to the top surface, 
and which therefore leads to less 
distortion and more wing efficiency.

Inside, they’ve added a vent on the 
lower surface to speed up the cell 

inflation and, while they were at it, 
have added a vent to the slider to 
reduce oscillations and thus give you 
more on-heading openings.

Bigger interior vents promote 
symmetrical openings, while 
shorter lines mean more flight 
stability. There are mini ribs in  
the tail to reduce drag and there’s 

a new internal structure in the 
bridle designed to evenly load  
your risers during deployment.

It wouldn’t be a modern wingsuit 
canopy without a proprietary low-
bulk fabric and The Kraken is no 
different. The Kiwis have sourced a 
silicone-treated ZP fabric which is 
used in conjunction with standard 
ZP on the nose and top centre 
panel. All of this means the canopy 
should have a good life span and 
will pack roughly one size smaller. 

Bcause they’ve realised the 
importance of the pilot chute to 
deployments, with each canopy 
you can tick the option box to get  
a Snatch PC for an extra $200. 

All this adds up to a low-bulk 
seven-cell that opens well, is fun 
to fly and has a powerful flare 
come landing time.

You can order The Kraken 
some time in May and in any size 
between 119 and 189 for $2,250. 

nzaerosports.com

Huel

If you’re anything like me, you do 
one of two things during a long day 
of jumping: either you forget to eat 
completely or you smash something 
fatty and greasy from the DZ café 
and regret it for the rest of the day.

Enter Huel, a super-easy,  
super-delicious meal alternative. 
Made from a range of good stuff, 
Huel is a nutritionally complete 
powdered food that contains 
all the proteins, carbohydrates 
and fats that you need, plus at 
least 100% of your RDA of all 26 
essential vitamins and minerals.

Some serious science has gone 
into the production of Huel under 
the guidance of nutritionist James 
Collier, and it contains a blend of 
oats, pea protein, flaxseed, brown 
rice protein, MCTs from coconut, 
sunflower lecithin, a bespoke vitamin 
mineral blend, vanilla flavour and 
a dash of sweetener. 

All you have to do is add water 
(and ice, if you so desire), shake it up 
and drink. It’s surprisingly delicious 
but, if you want to mix it up, they 
also offer a range of flavours that 
you can add to your mix called 
flavour boosts. Once consumed, I 
felt genuinely fulfilled but not stuffed 
and happy knowing I’d actually put 
good stuff in my body for once.

It’s quick to make and is brilliantly 
cheap, starting at £1.33 per 500 
calorie meal. It’s completely vegan, 
so everyone can enjoy it, and a bag 
of powder can last up to a year 
unopened or six months opened – 
perfect for keeping in your gear bag.

Order direct from huel.com, 
where a bag with enough for 14 
meals will set you back just £45.  
If it’s your first order, you’ll also get 
a free t-shirt and a shaker bottle.

huel.com

Intrudair
Although the company was 
founded more than 11 years  
ago, Intrudair is a relatively  
new brand to the UK.  
Offering a full range of suits, 
including RW, FF and tracking  
and wingsuits, they’ve just 
launched a new skin-tight  
tunnel suit.

This new tunnel apparel is a 
super-tight fitting suit made of  
a durable but stretchable fabric. 
They’ve designed it to be 
breathable to give the flyer a 
physical connection to the airflow 
and say that, by being such a  
tight fit, it allows the wearer  
total freedom on all axes while 
being strong enough to deal with 
the demands of tunnel flying.

By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

G E A R  Z O N E

They can build elbow and 
knee protectors in and, if you 
want to go crazy, they can 
screen-print the entire suit. 
Prices start at €236 plus 
VAT, options and printing.

You can order through 
their network of dealers or 
direct through their website.

intrudair.com
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Once in a blue moon, someone is knocked 

unconscious during a skydive. It’s usually 

eventful enough, and unusual enough, that  

it becomes a legendary bar story. “Ah yes,”  

you might think to yourself, “I’d be con�dent  

to swoop down to someone in freefall and  

dump them out.” But have you really thought  

it all through? 

There are many questions to ask and not  

all of them have answers that are de�nitely 

correct. Nevertheless, thinking them through 

rationally, on the ground and in advance has  

got to be better than considering them for 

the �rst time under pressure. Here are some 

questions to ask yourself, along with some  

ideas for what you should be thinking about.

You’re on a skydive. Someone 
tracks through the formation  
and your friend gets knocked 
unconscious.
What altitude is the group at? Is there time?  

Do you have the skill to help? If you can’t  

help, what should you do? Track off early?  

Pull higher? 

You feel confident that you can 
get to your friend, who is now 
slowly turning on their back.  
You grab them at 6,000ft.
Can you roll them over? Should you deploy 

for them? Deploy their main or their reserve? 

When? What do you do after?

They have two identical purple 
pads for cutaway and reserve 
handles. Which one is which?
Some people had to visualise the situation,  

just because I’d told them the person was  

on their back. This is a very simple thing,  

but people had to think it over.

You’ve been chasing your  
friend for quite a while.  
You’ve been almost there  
for a good few seconds now.  
Your audible has not sounded.
How long do you keep chasing for?  

What if you or they end up in a two-out  

scenario due to a low pull of the main?  

What if the two canopies entangle or you 

entangle with each other? 

You got fixated and started 
chasing your friend. You realise 
your audible is sounding its  
hard deck.
Does everyone have an audible? Does  

everyone have a hard deck? Main or reserve?

You got knocked out in freefall. 
You wake up and are under a 
spinning main.
Do you have enough altitude to cut away?  

If you are below – say – 1,000ft, will just 

deploying the reserve help?

You got knocked out in freefall. 
You wake up and are under a 
good reserve at 200ft.
Quick reaction needed. In reality, you will likely 

be dazed and confused. However, thinking about 

it in advance, the instant reaction at this stage 

should be to take control and prepare to land. 

What are your landing priorities?

You got knocked out during  
a skydive. You regain 
consciousness and are still in 
freefall, in a backfly orientation.
You are likely to be dazed. If you are still in 

freefall, your AAD has not yet �red. Does 

everyone have an AAD? Why the hell not? 

If your AAD has not �red, then you might  

have some time. Check altitude. Do you pull  

your main or your reserve? Do you have time  

to get stable �rst?

You successfully managed to 
deploy your friend’s canopy 
while they were unconscious. 
They are under a good canopy, 
still unconscious and are facing 
downwind. It is quite windy.
If you dumped your friend out, you are likely 

considerably lower than them. Is chasing them 

a realistic option? What about other people on 

the load who may have pulled higher? Could 

they follow instead? How experienced are 

people under their own canopies? Are you 

putting yourselves at risk for no good reason? 

Why not just have a safe landing back at the DZ? 

What do we do when we get there? What if the 

unconscious skydiver lands on a hazard – can 

you help? What if they are injured? Do you know 

�rst aid? If not, why not book on a course?

Planning on being a hero? 

Have you thought it through? 

WORDS: LINLEY EWING

K N O C K E D 

O U T
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SAFETY ZONE

Ben Spalding  
over Dunkeswell,  

by Joe Mann
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B P A  R E V I E W 

O F  T H E 

S K Y D I V I N G 

Y E A R  2 0 1 7

Sadly, we suffered one fatality in 2017 – 

a tragedy that reminds us of the element of 

residual risk that goes with the adventurous 

nature of our sport. Though we seek to manage 

and control risk as far as is possible, an inherent 

characteristic of jumping out of aircraft is that  

it is dangerous. It is the fear of that danger  

that we must overcome through confidence 

in our skills, techniques, procedures and 

equipment, and doing so opens up to us such  

a wonderful world of freedom of the skies.

I am honoured to have completed my  

second year as Chair of our Safety and  

Training Committee (STC), working with  

PTO Chief Instructors towards further 

enhancing the safety culture of our 

sport. We manage and control our 

members’ exposure to risk to uphold our 

operational standards and procedures 

to conduct our sport parachuting 

operations safely – this is the core value 

of the Committee. We pride ourselves 

in achieving and maintaining one of the 

best sport parachuting safety records in 

the world. 

STC, together with its Riggers’  

Sub-committee, continues its work 

through various ad hoc working 

groups to further and strengthen 

our procedures, knowledge and 

understanding, informed by our incident 

reporting system. We share safety 

information through collaboration with 

the equivalent National Governing Bodies 

in other countries, including via the 

International Parachuting Commission of 

the FAI (the World Air Sports Federation).

In 2017, STC convened a working 

group to consider a Defence Safety 

Authority (DSA) report into the fatality 

of a sport parachutist who belonged to 

the military and suffered a fatal accident 

jumping while on on-duty adventurous 

training in September 2015. The DSA 

report had been published after the BPA had 

investigated and reported, and contained some 

47 recommendations to six parties, including 

11 to the BPA. Our post-DSA report, in response 

to the DSA’s recommendations to the BPA, 

included the development of a BPA category 

system training manual, which we hope will 

form a valuable additional training resource.

In 2017, the BPA delivered 13 one-week long 

Instructor courses, which covered eight different 

Instructor ratings at five Affiliated PTOs. A total 

of 166 candidates were trained or coached, from 

which 148 were assessed for their respective 

ratings and a total of 129 were awarded BPA 

Instructor ratings. I would like to thank the DZOs 

and volunteers, our Instructor Examiners and 

the Chief Instructors who have given their time 

throughout the year in providing the facilities 

and supporting our Association in delivering 

the Instructor courses. In January 2017, the 

day before the BPA AGM and BPA Skydive the 

Expo, we held our first Continuing Professional 

Development Day for Tandem Instructors with 

the support of UPT and our insurance partners 

Romero Sport and Leisure and XL Catlin, which 

benefited some 83 TIs. We repeated this in 2018, 

and we also held our first one-day Riggers’ 

Safety Day in 2018.

The BPA Safety Innovation Award 

2017, kindly sponsored by Romero Sport 

and Leisure, attracted three entries.  

In the view of the expert judging panel, 

none of the entries was sufficiently 

innovative to trigger the award of 

the £5,000 cash prize. This year’s 

entries focused on different aspects of 

safety training and were incremental 

developments in the view of the judges. 

One entry comprised a draft manual  

for camera�ying, which the judges 

believe has potential for development. 

We are discussing this with the entrant 

and it is being considered by Chief 

Instructors at the April 2018 meeting  

of STC. We are also in discussion with  

the sponsors of the Award about a 

possible variation in the award criteria 

to include additional, smaller, prizes to 

allow a wider range of safety initiatives, 

including training development, to be 

rewarded in future years.

After a long winter during which sport 

parachuting activity slows, and with it 

currency, I would like to encourage all 

sport parachutists to recognise the need 

to refresh their skills at the start of the 

2018 season, to remain sharp and stay 

safe when taking to our skies.   

Jeff Montgomery – Safety and Technical Officer and  

Chair of the Safety and Training Committee

Jeff Montgomery, 
by Rob Lloyd
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan

3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0FB
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft

6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield,  
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander
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8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Cessna Grand Caravan

15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, Icknield 
Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Cessna Caravan

17 Skydive Shobdon

Shobdon Aerodrome
Leominster, Hereford
HR6 9NR
T: 01568 313333
info@skydiveshobdon.co.uk
skydiveshobdon.co.uk 

Airvan

18 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

19 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

20 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

21 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

22 Tilstock

Skydive Tilstock Freefall Club

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@skydivetilstock.co.uk
skydivetilstock.co.uk

Airvan
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23 Beccles Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

24 Sibson Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

25 Weston

RAF Weston on the Green,

Bicester, Oxford OX25 3TQ

Currently military only

26 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.org
skydivecyprus.org 

Cessna Grand Caravan

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

9

Affiliated DZs available to BPA members – how many have you jumped at?
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For more 
on Skydive 
Shobdon,  

turn to P46
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1  A misty 4-way, 

by Dave Mellor

2  Dilys Price 

and the silver 

skydivers jumping 

for Sport Relief,  

by Carl Williams

3  Liam Hardman 

and Michael  

Stocks at Elsinore  

in California, by  

Luke Gale

4  James head 

down, by  

James Moran

5  Andrei Paven, by 

Callum Kennedy 
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BCPA

IT’S COMPETITION 

TIME
As February came along, so did our first competition of the year. 

The BCPA stormed the tunnel at Twinwoods Adventure in style, 

competing in FS, FF and Tunnel Twister, as well as newbies flying 

inside for the first time, new experiences with 8-way and 6-way 

dynamic and as much coaching as you can handle. 

Thank you to all who came and participated, especially Jack Bradford 

(XDream), Steve Howes (Varial Freefly) and Brian Cumming for 

coaching, and congratulations to those who won. The scores from  

the competition are as follows.

FS

First: Manticore

Second: Notts Ninjas

Third: Drum n Belly

FF

First: Just the Tip

Second: Man Chest Hair

Senior Tunnel Twister: Merlin Webster

Junior Tunnel Twister: Ed Rose/Jacob Verlander (Joint winners)

The Beast from the East thwarted our original plans for the next 

event, BCPA Peterlee, but we have rescheduled for April when we  

will hopefully be luckier with the weather. Peterlee is our coaching 

event, where we focus on getting some shiny new stickers for our 

licences, so soon we will have more uni students in the sky.

Jacob Verlander

NEWS

BECCLES

BLACK HAWK  

IN FLIGHT
With winter slowly but surely coming to an end, I am happy to 

announce that our new Black Hawk has arrived and has already  

been flying circles around Suffolk. There has been no better way  

to celebrate its arrival than chucking you crazy clubbies out from 

15,000ft! It was great to see so many of you coming in and taking 

advantage of this great offer, even with the winter chill in the air.  

Let’s make this a great season for clubbies and instructors alike.  

On to up-and-coming Instructor Javi Gomez, who will not stop 

furthering his progress in the sport and who now has his Tandem 

Basic Instructor’s rating. Javi, we hope there is nothing but blue  

skies ahead of you. Meanwhile, congratulations to James Brooke  

and Gary Moore, who have achieved Canopy Handling Coach and  

FS Coach status respectively.

We have started this year with lots of young future sky jumpers 

training for their first jump. So if any of you clubbies have any friends 

or family who would like to get in the air, please contact the office  

and they could be jumping with you this summer! 

Callum Kennedy 

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Mark Lipski, Grant Norman  

CH2/JM1  Sam Waylen  FS1  David Cranna 

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Sam Waylen  100  Karl Hasnip, Lisa Lungley  

200  Edwin Doherty  300  Rhian Hogg  400  Ashley Bunn  800  Gary Murray  

900  James Brooke, Callum Kennedy 

BLACK KNIGHTS

MAKING TIME  

FOR SAFETY
Since our last report, we have been dealing with the same 

horrendous Beast from the East weather that the rest of the  

country has been experiencing. We were able, however, to run  

our annual safety day. During the day, we had numerous talks,  

on topics including aircraft safety, canopy control, safeguarding,  

new BPA rules and camera safety. The event was well attended  

by our club members, new and old, and some even had a jump in  

or two, which is rare for the beginning of February.

As you also may have already seen in this edition of the Mag, Black 

Knights is expanding! Our sister dropzone, Skydive Shobdon, will be 

opening on April 6. We look forward to welcoming C Licence jumpers 

and above. For more information, follow Shobdon’s Facebook page.

By the time you read this, we will have already started our busy 

season with Mark Lord’s Big-way for Beginners event. Ally Milne is 

BCPA

Manticore, 2018 

BCPA Indoors 

FS competition 

winners, by  

Bryony Doughty

BECCLES

Ian Carbin,  

Ross Fisher,  

Paul Flemans,  

Karl Thackeray, 

Keith Greatbanks 

and Yolande Lee,  

by Callum Kennedy 
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also organising a Freefly and Tracking Skills Weekend over the  

Easter bank holiday. The guys have also been in the tunnel, blowing  

off all the winter cobwebs – some great flying, well done guys!

The calendar is too full for 2018 to list all our events here so make 

sure to check out our Facebook page to see what’s coming up.  

Let’s hope for a summer of sunshine!

Alex

BRIDLINGTON

EVERY DAY IS  

SAFETY DAY
We are back in full swing at Skydive GB, with the exception of the 

weather. The past few months have seen arctic conditions, flooding 

and the miserable stages of winter. Despite this, we have welcomed a 

few days of blue skies, cold temperatures and a strange ball of light in 

the sky which – apparently – was the sun. The Yorkshire regular fun 

jumpers simply put their winter jumpsuits on and continued to enjoy 

themselves. 

In March, we conducted a Safety Day for the regular jumpers on yet 

another poor weather day. This was facilitated by the Instructors and 

was a huge success. All elements of safety were covered and the  

day presented the opportunity to ask questions, increase knowledge 

and have the opportunity to use the experience of Instructors. This 

was also a great forum to ensure that processes at the centre were  

in order and suggest new ideas. Our Chief Pilot Dave Pinkney also 

offered advice and guidance on aircraft emergencies from a pilot’s 

perspective. The day covered subjects including incident procedures 

and fatalities, progression, aircraft emergencies, canopy control  

and landing patterns, equipment, safeguarding and malfunctions.  

This was aimed at jumpers with any level of experience and we will 

hold a further Safety Day this year. 

Many suggestions came from the day and, as a result, we will be 

facilitating further ‘hop and pop’ days for the regular jumpers over  

the Easter period. These days are a firm favourite at Skydive GB  

and ensure that all jumpers are happy and competent when getting 

out at lower altitudes.

Steve ‘Ninja’ Perkins has taken the decision to retire from skydiving 

after 15 years. This is a huge loss to our centre, and his smiling face 

and great attitude in the aircraft will be missed. This is not a decision 

that he has taken lightly; he has been retiring for at least the last  

four years that I can remember. However, he feels the time is right  

to hang up his rig. We would like to wish ‘Ninja’ all the luck in the 

world with his new adventures and expect to see him around the 

centre from time to time. This is also a great opportunity to 

congratulate him on his recent engagement to Tracy. 

Our marketing manager, David Ruston, has been doing an outstanding 

job and is working directly with charities. David has been working 

closely with our chosen charity, the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, and  

has already organised specific dates for those who wish to jump for 

this cause. 

Sara Orton

CHATTERIS

WEATHER FAILS  

TO STOP FUN
We have lots to look forward to this year, thanks to Ali Peock’s 

event-organising skills. Coming up, we have some FF skills events 

with Lawrence Fansa and three big-way weekends with Chris Shaw. 

Chris also hosted Coach the Coaches on a windy March 17, which  

was valuable, well received and a great success – thank you Chris.  

Our April trip this year was to Skydive Algarve, so watch this space  

for exciting stories.

The weather has been unkind to us these last few months, with  

our long-awaited night jumps being cancelled again, much to our 

disappointment. Thankfully, Lloyd has been a hero to fun jumpers  

by helping us maximise the number of jumps on the few days that 

have been jumpable – thanks Lloyd.

Despite the awful weather, we have already had some outstanding 

achievements this year. Rob reports being woken by camels while 

camping in the desert, Gary got 30 points on PopMaster, Tony slept  

in his car in Deland and Si did a winter jump! 

We gathered to celebrate Mike’s time as CI at Chatteris on March 24, 

with a barbecue, lots of beer and some storytelling. Mike states that 

his achievement this year was reaching 60 without dying! We thank 

Mike for his leadership and welcome our new CI Gary Small. 

Don’t forget to come and take advantage of our cheap tickets loyalty 

scheme. It runs from February to December, so start getting your 

jumps in now for cheaper jumps later in the year!

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Joseph Halma, Luke Rellon, Alex Roberts, 

Mihail Sterea  CH2/JM1  Alex Juarez, Joshua 

Wheatley  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Alex Juarez, Joshua Wheatley  100  Alex Matei  

2,000 Lawrence Fansa  5,000  Kev Dynan  16,000 Gary Small

BRIDLINGTON

Safety Day

BLACK KNIGHTS 

By Dave Mellor

CLUB ZONE
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CORNWALL

FREE BEER!  

NOW WE HAVE  

YOUR ATTENTION…
This winter seems to be the gift that just won’t stop giving, and 

the everlasting ’Beast from the East’ has to finish causing its  

havoc somewhere. That’s with us, becoming ‘The pest to make  

you depressed in the South West’!

You may have gathered from my upbeat and cheery start to our  

club news that not a lot of jumping has been going on due to bad 

weather, so sadly I have no thrilling tales about high-altitude, 

multi-plane big-ways, swoop pond heroics, BBQs and all-night 

parties… as per the norm.

By the time the next Mag comes out and the endless days of blue 

skies and light winds have arrived, I still won’t be telling you any  

such tales. But who wants all that anyway, when you can come  

and be involved in a ’Cornish way’ of skydiving, freefalling over the  

sea then flying your canopy above the cliffs, perhaps a cheeky  

sunset load onto the beach, finished off as always with a nice cold 

(free) beer! You decide. Maybe we’ll see you sooner than planned...

The club guys have still been supportive over the weekends, showing 

up for coffee, beer and the usual banter!

We have a busy season lined up with three open weeks planned.  

If you want to come and join the fun, give the office a call for details.

Here’s to a great spring and summer.

UBI

CYPRUS

INSTRUCTOR OF  

THE YEAR!
What an achievement for one of our Instructors, Liza Yianni! 

It was only a couple of months ago that Liza completed and  

achieved Category System Instructor status. Now she has become 

Instructor of the Year, which goes to show how talented she is –  

a huge accomplishment, Liza, and well deserved.

The Skydive Cyprus Sunshine Boogie is going to be the biggest and 

best boogie we have done so far. The boogie will be extending to seven 

days of jumping, starting on May 28 and continuing until June 3. 

The boogie will be focusing on formation skydiving, freeflying and 

wingsuiting from some incredible coaches. Our line-up is Milko 

Hodgkinson, Siân Stokes, Marco Arrigo, Reed Ramage, Marcus 

Budgett, Jacub Langowski, Tassos Polycarpou and Robert Krenken. 

There will even be a goodie bag, camping, an RC plane show and,  

of course, a beach party. We are certain that this boogie will be like  

no other we have done before!

Chris Haughin

HEADCORN

SKIING ON THE 

RUNWAY
It is quite a challenge to write club news when the weather has 

not been playing ball since we reopened in February. However, the 

airfield looked very pretty and, although we did not have a weather 

opportunity to jump with the snow on the ground, we did get the  

tow ropes out and have some fun skiing up the runway.

A special mention goes to Nathan Robinson, who qualified for his  

HEADCORN

Jane Hopkins,  

by Simon Soper

CORNWALL (LEFT)

Monty taking  

Nancy on a tandem 

with Olly filming,  

by Ben Wood

CYPRUS (RIGHT)

Andy Duncan 

congratulates  

Liza Yianni on  

her Instructor of  

the Year Award 
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A Licence on one of the rare jumpable days, which was also his 

birthday and exactly one year since he completed his first tandem.

Pete went to Florida and crammed in 71 Accuracy jumps in the sun 

while we were all freezing and Kim, Steve, Nick x 2, Rob and Nina are 

in Deland as I write – and who can blame them? Meanwhile, Georgie 

and Jane took to the skies in February to get current… Jane in the sky 

in February!

We have a couple of events to look forward to in the summer, with 

Scrambles organised for July and a big-way for August.

Onwards and upwards, and let’s hope for some better weather soon.

Jane Hopkins

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Ke Jing, Nathan Robinson  

JUMP NUMBERS  600  Gareth Corfield

HIBALDSTOW

TIME TO START  

THE SEASON
The season is now starting to get into full swing and we are slowly 

but surely picking up the pace. With the days getting lighter, the lifts 

are starting to fly.

The marketing guys had a stand at the Expo, with great offers of  

bulk ticket prices and new team rates, which a lot of jumpers took 

advantage of. All the tandem guys enjoyed a very informative tandem 

day, pre-Expo, with the UPT guys and Bill Booth, who has some very 

interesting videos of early parachuting on his laptop, some of which  

I think a few of us will never forget!

Over the winter, we’ve been making some improvements to our café, 

which now offers an amazing selection of self-service food and a 

Sunday carvery to die for. We also have a great new coffee machine 

and, coming soon, the return of beer on tap at the bar. If you’re into 

Guinness, we also have a neat little gadget that gives the perfect  

head for you to enjoy. 

We have plenty going on this year, with our events calendar filling up 

by the day and bigger events as we move into June. Lesley Gale will 

be here on June 8-10 for a large multi-plane formation weekend.  

This is registration only, so be sure to look out for that coming soon.

Freefly guru and all-round nice guy Andy Godwin is here every first 

weekend of the month to help you progress with your Freefly skills 

while Matty Mitchell and Ally Milne have HD records and events 

planned along with Advanced Load Organising. 

Satori XL have dates for FS coaching every month to help with your 

progression, along with tunnel camps and team training. All these  

are on our calendar and events page. We are also planning some 

week-long events, which will be announced on our events pages soon.

Teams are already starting to train with us, ready for the 4-way  

FS Nationals, which we have been chosen to host once again,  

along with the 8-way, Wingsuit and Freefly events.

If your team would like to train with us, we are offering great rates  

and turnarounds on the Supervan and the Dornier, which arrives  

back in April. These rates are not only for 4-way – 8-way and  

Freefly teams can also benefit from them, so just contact Ash at 

teams@skydiving.co.uk to register your team.

As some of you know, Stu Ferguson is leaving the team. We would  

like to say a massive thank you to Stu for all the achievements he  

has produced while with us over more than eight years. Stu has  

been a big influence on a lot of coaches and FS jumpers and his  

trips to the Algarve, with big-ways and karaoke, are legendary.  

We wish him well in his next project (maybe another book?) but  

I’m sure we will still see him coaching now and again with the  

teams he has produced and at the Nationals.

FS coaching and load organising will still be taking place with our 

current crop of very experienced coaches, so keep an eye on our 

website at skydiving.co.uk, where you will also find an Experienced 

Skydivers page where you can chat or ask questions. It’ll also be 

where we post future events and details of what is on at Skydive 

Hibaldstow. Make sure you join to keep posted.

As this is being written, Andrew Pointer is on his pre-advanced course. 

Finally the stress levels can come down a notch or two, but good luck 

Andy – not that you will need it (Update – he passed! Well done, Andy).

Ash Kemp

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Lyanne Cotton  WS1  Jenni Berry  TR1  Marcin 

Kowalski  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Adam Boyle, Lauris 

Vinbergs  200  Jenni Berry  800  Catherine Leather  1,000 Chris Mayhew

JERSEY

SUNNY START  

TO SEASON
Our season kicked off on February 17 with a dazzling day of sunny 

jumping. I couldn’t say it was warm, but at least we could feel our 

fingers. It was a very positive day, getting the tandem masters Pete, 

Drew and Mal back in check for the year ahead and reminding the 

pilots why they love transporting passengers on a one-way ticket. 

Mal has introduced the Burble software, which was in action for the 

first time. All went smoothly with manifesting through the app, so  

this should help to keep the loads moving on time.

Boogie registration is open and a French Porter is scheduled for  

May 28 so, if you want some turbine beach jumping action, please  

visit skydive.je to check out the Experienced section and register.  

We look forward to welcoming you to our friendly dropzone with 

spectacular views.

Team Jersey, a 4-way made up of locals, has been training hard in 

the Californian skies, keeping team spirits high and taking advantage 

of coaching from Josh Hall. Some of the guys have fitted in some 

wingsuiting and balloon jumps, so it sounds like quite a trip.

Nigel O’Brien

LANGAR

GET READY TO BOOGIE
Thanks to all the jumpers who made it down for team Chimera’s FS 

weekend. There were some great jumps, loads of coaching and we 

topped it off with an evening quiz and the ever-popular pizza van! We 

also had a multi-discipline coaching weekend with everything from 

flat skills to tracking, so congratulations go to Hannah Broadbent, 

 Freefly 
guru and  
all-round 
nice guy 
Andy Godwin 
is here every 
first weekend 
of the month 
to help you 
progress with 
your Freefly 
skills 

JERSEY

Drew Moon, by  

Nigel O’Brien





IN A POPULAR 
RENAISSANCE CITY AND 
IN FRONT OF THE FAMOUS 
AND GLAMOROUS SEASIDE

It’s not just a dropzone

More info, facilities and accommodation on:



Alice Marshall and Tobias Richter who used the weekend to get some 

shiny new stickers for their FAI books. Please visit facebook.com/

skydivelangar for all our forthcoming events.

Despite the snow trying to bring the UK to a halt, our annual Safety 

Day was again a huge hit. We were all pleased to find out from CI  

Rich Wheatley that ‘Bob is not dead’ (see the full video on YouTube to 

find out more) and that everyone still looks hilarious in a suspended 

harness! Linley, Nick and Dylan also shared their knowledge and our 

thanks go to everyone who attended and made themselves just that 

little bit safer.

By the time you read this, we’ll have had the legendary Boogie 1 and 

celebrated the start of the season the only way we know how! While it 

hasn’t happened by the time of writing this, I can only presume it will 

have been wall-to-wall tropical weather with record jump numbers 

and parties to rival Glastonbury, so cheers to all turning up and we’re 

looking forward to everything else this season has in store.

See you all soon!

Pete Harries

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Hannah Broadbent  CH2/JM1  

Dave Charles, Alice Marshall, Nathan Perrell   

FS1  Felicity Boss, Nick Cook, Adam Crompton, Tobias Richter, Ian Tang  

WS2  Paul Rimmington  TR1  Jake Willbrough  TR3  Ryan Garner, Ben Mitchell, 

Lou Rawls  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Dave Charles, Alice Marshall, Nathan Perrell  

700  Simon Perry  800  Ryan Garner, Ben Mitchell  900  Paul Rimmington  

1,000  Paul Willcock

NETHERAVON

SAFETY WITH STYLE
There was a great turnout at the annual safety day this year, when 

CI Mark Bayada gave us the statistics from last year and told us how 

we can continue to make Netheravon one of the safest dropzones  

in the world. There have been a few changes to the guidelines for  

solo flyers, wingsuit and FF back flyers, and for FF exit orders and 

packers, so if you weren’t there, make sure you get an update from 

one of our Instructors.

The weather isn’t the only thing that’s been crazy in 2018; our 

schedule is also been insanely full. Since the dropzone opened  

in February, we have had four Freefly events, three FS load  

organising weekends, Flight-1 101 and 102 canopy courses, a 

women’s wingsuit record training weekend, a safety weekend  

and two student progression workshops. You can keep up to date  

with all our events with our Facebook page (Skydive Netheravon),  

our website and events schedules posted around the dropzone. 

Would you like to continue receiving the APA e-newsletter? Due to 

new data protection regulations, you now need to ‘opt in’. To do so, 

simply fill in the form at manifest or in hangar reception or email the 

dropzone directly.

A new event has been added to our Solstice Boogie: the Student 

Skydiver Progression Programme.  During the boogie, you can receive 

all the briefs and coaching you need to get your B Licence as well  

as extra activities and all the boogie bonuses – T-shirt, goodie bag, 

raffle ticket, party, hog roast and (just in case) a full wet weather 

programme. Register online now!

The next couple of months are going to be awesome, with Easter 

events, visiting load organisers, a BPA roadshow and much more. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you soon.

Elana Cain

PETERLEE

DOUBLE, NOT QUITS
The Caravan has been away having its engine conversion, but that 

didn’t stop many regulars turning up to make use of our ‘old faithful’ 

C182, G-PLEE. 

Happily, our renamed and significantly improved Supervan 900 arrived 

back in mid-February a few weeks earlier than scheduled, which 

means we made twice as many jumps in February 2018 than we did in 

February 2017 despite being snowed out some of the time. We made 

sure advantage was taken during the bad weather to run Safety Day 

and Safeguarding Briefings twice.

Both NUPC and DUFFC have run courses to introduce new members 

to the sport, and some NUPC students were extremely keen when  

we had snow on the ground and sub-zero temperatures – they still 

managed to get jumps in! The AFF school has been busy with ground 

schools and refresher courses too, with a few students ready to jump. 

Due to the ‘Beast from the East’ Part II, the BCPA weekend was 

postponed and they will now be joining us on April 6-8. 

It’s good to have Tandem Instructors Robbie M and Lee Sample back 

for the 2018 season, while Simon Minto is taking a few months off and 

he will be joining us later in the season. 

Simon Minto and Lisa Stevenson

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  Samantha Bainbridge  FS1  Josh Corne  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Samantha Bainbridge  600  

Tomasz Lipiec

SIBSON

FICTION: BECAUSE 
REALITY IS BORING
Well, the season kicked off for Sibson in true English style: with 

snow. There’s not really been any jumping, so this edition of club news 

is rather sparse. Make of this what you will, but here is a selection of 

riveting Sibson happenings.

The twins got their hair cut. Eggs – Number 4 is best. Someone 

 We were 
all pleased 
to find out 
from CI Rich 
Wheatley 
that ‘Bob is 
not dead’ 

PETERLEE

Tomasz Lipiec 

enjoying the Cessna 

182, by Chloe Smith

NETHERAVON

Jase Hughes, Clint 

McKenzie and Wez 

Westley freeflying, 

by Harry Shanker
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knocked up Mrs Clohesy. Someone actually agreed to marry Deano. 

Chris Fagg got married. Charlotte and Karl also got engaged.  

However, the Wes/Aiden/Tim love triangle is in danger of collapsing 

because they haven’t spent enough time together over the winter. 

Getting back to some actual skydiving news (albeit briefly), Matty 

Brown is doing all pack jobs for Del this season and Del is going for  

his B Licence in reserve rides because Matty Brown is doing his pack 

jobs. And, according to our lovable Chief Instructor with some wise 

words for the start of the season, “Everyone’s turned vegan so the 

2018 Christmas party is going to be on the runway eating grass.”  

He added: “Don’t land off and don’t pull low.” 

Only some of the above is made up.

Matt Brown

SWANSEA

GOING OUT  
WITH A BANG
The beginning of the year has started slowly thanks to Storm This 

and That, the Beast from the East etc. However, in between them, 

we’ve been ticking over when we can.

Many have been frantically learning to pack so they can be 

independent at the Nationals. At the time of writing, we have 49 

confirmed entrants – which will be the biggest ever! Considering  

that only nine competitors entered four years ago, this year we’ll  

end the run on a high. We’ll let another PTO bid for it next year, but  

I’m sure we’ll consider hosting it in the future. 

The only event that is worth mentioning is that we had the BBC in to 

film 18 tandem students aged over 60 years old from all over Wales, 

including the lovely Dilys Price! The ex-Welsh Rugby International 

Gareth Thomas was doing it as a challenge as well due to his fear of 

heights. The hour-long programme was in support of Sports Relief 

2018 too and was named Gareth Thomas and the Silver Skydivers. 

It can be seen on Catch-up TV. The first weekend was cancelled due 

to snow hitting the country, but we got everyone in on the following 

Friday starting at 7am. Five minutes after the fifth and last lift landed, 

it started to rain. Well done to Sara for suggesting an early start, and 

we received a lot of free TV advertising as a result! 

There’s not a lot else to say other than the venue and date for the 

Christmas party has now been confirmed. It’s a bar a few minutes’ 

walk from the main train station in Swansea called The Hyst and it 

will be on November 24. There will also be a DJ/Karaoke and a few 

games from Adam George to keep us all entertained.

Stay safe and have a good jumping year.

Carl Williams   

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Murry Marsh

 

SWINDON

THE SKYDIVER, THE 
CORKSCREW AND  
THE FIRST AID KIT
Like everyone else, we have started the year in Narnia – home of the 

never-ending winter! But that hasn’t stopped us having some fun, albeit 

sadly not in the skies. We started the year with our annual walking 

weekend in Wales because a club that can hostel together, stays 

together and all that! The howling winds, pelting rain and freezing 

temperatures made it a normal weekend for our yearly adventure,  

with many traditions being upheld. Joe had to borrow outdoor gear, 

shoes and a coat, Ross had more kit than a Boy Scout troop and a 

small vineyard of wine was consumed with elegance and class.

The winter weather that saw snow not only on the airfield but inside 

the hangar has meant a slow start to jumping. However, we have 

made use of the time and have made sure that we and the centre  

are ready for action for the new season. Our beloved Airvan has had  

a shiny new engine installed and is raring to go. The Safety Day was 

well-attended and covered a wide range of topics, including canopy 

collisions and a detailed look at spotting – no excuses now, folks!  

A first aid course run by our own Jimmy Morham included incident 

role plays and has us all ready for action should the need arise. Of 

course, we are hoping that the only first aid we will be using this year 

is some paracetamol for the hangovers induced by drinking the beer 

fines that will be earned by everyone’s wondrous achievements. 

Congratulations to Darrell for passing his CSI course and Laura  

for getting her TBI squared away. Our first few months are  

well-subscribed for both static line and AFF courses, so there is  

a lot to look forward to this year as well as our normal profusion  

of tandems, freeflying and FS endeavours. Come on sunshine! 

Jenny Bouquet

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS  300  Chris Wall

  

TILSTOCK

HAVE CANOPY,  
WILL TRAVEL
If you can’t jump here, what do you do? Oh yes, go jumping 

elsewhere. But what happens when anywhere nearby is in the same 

state as we are? Go travelling, of course! So why not really stretch 

out, like Henna and Steve? They seem to be aiming for all five 

continents: Australasia (New Zealand) last year, America last year  

and this and, of course, Europe. One of our number is so fed up  

they’re currently in Israel/Palestine – not sure if Helen is going to  

risk jumping there, though. 

Mind you, at least they have paid their own fare. Young Jim has gone 

west on a freebie which is not only a freebie but is also a training jaunt 

to North Carolina to train with the Golden Knights at Fort Bragg. 

It’s amazing what you can get up to when you’re part of an RAF 

display team! You’re definitely lucky, Jim.

Some got really desperate, so Dave Titcombe had to get back on the 

rope for a jump. It was to celebrate his 400th, so that might have had 

something to do with it. Well done Dave!

We did manage to get something positive done. Dave Major got a 

number of new jumpers through a packing course. Hoorah! Some 

other hands around to pack student kit for a while. That’ll be very 

useful when we get some decent weather and we can all jump again.

And don’t forget that it’s Tilly Turbine Time soon! We’ll have a Caravan 

for the late May Bank Holiday (May 25-28) and we’re going to open on 

the Sunday. Some friends are coming to play, with Siân and Milko 

doing FS load organising, along with our own Roger Hughes load 

organising wingsuits and hopefully going for a Tilflock record!

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
JUMP NUMBERS  400  Dave Titcombe  

12 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Dave Gordon

 It’s 
amazing 
what you 
can get up to 
when you’re 
part of an 
RAF display 
team! You’re 
definitely 
lucky, Jim 

SWINDON

First Aid training, 

by Babs
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5 Weeks Standard Delivery 
Check Website for current lead time

From Beginner to Expert.

Formations to Freestyle.

We got you covered!

Find your best fit:

verticalsuits.com/best-fit





A MAXIMUM
of sensations!
 is located in the heart 
of the Belgian Ardennes, 2 minutes 
from the circuit of Francorchamp. 

We are open from March to November.

We use 2 Super Van 900 hp 

You can �nd more details on our web site www.skydivespa.be/en/

From 16th until 19th August 

organise the �rst 

All details and registration on  belgium-pops.be

Organising a big event?
Do you have 

airplane problems?

Available for short-term lease



16 – 31 Dec 2018

Beach landings at 4 different beaches along the coastline of the Garden 
Route, including Wilderness, Diaz and Santos Beach and Great Brak Beach. 

MINI DZ SHUFFLE (DZ HOPPING) º SPEED STAR º LOAD ORGANIZING 

IN ALL SPECIALTIES º COACHINGS º WINERY JUMPS º EVENING SOCIAL 

EVENTS LIVE MUSIC º GROUP PACKAGES AVAILABLE

* South Africa *

Incredible touch &  feel  |  Unrivalled grip  

in all conditions  |  Available in 14 sizes   

Available in a choice of 6 colours    

Machine washable & long-lasting
As worn by  

Pascal Vallee,  

Ex World Powered 

Gliding Champion

www.macwet.com

To order call: 0845 603 9075 | Email: info@macwet.com

MacWets are touch sensitive to use with iPhones, iPads and cameras.

Caravan jump pilot

- BPA approved 

- Tailwheel rated 

- MEP instructor

- Will relocate to suit

Please contact 07542568454

Seeking 
work for 

2018 
season



Skydiving &

Sport Scuba Diving Medicals

Dr Margaret Clamp

MC Occupational Health

The Corner House

Rectory Road, Colwick

Nottingham NG4 2DU.

Mobile: 0780 2850084

Email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

for advanced bookings

£55
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E

Y BPA EVENTS

CANOPY PILOTING

FORMATION SKYDIVING

CANOPY FORMATION

STYLE AND ACCURACY

TUNNEL

ARTISTICS

WINGSUIT

BPA

CP

FS

CF

S&A

A

WS

T

Dates correct at 

time of printing

A P R I L

April 17

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk 

April 21-22

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

M A Y

May 5-6  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 1
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

May 7-11

BPA  Instructor Course (CSBI/
AFFBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 14-18

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI)
Location: Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 19-20  

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

May 19-20  

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 1
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

May 19-20

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

J U N E

June 9-10  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 9-10 

WS  BPA WS Roadshow
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

June 12

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 16-17

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

June 18-22 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers)  
Location: Sibson • bpa.org.uk

June 23-24  

CF  BPA CF Grand Prix 
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

June 30-July 1

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

June 30-July 1

WS  BPA WS Roadshow
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

J U L Y

July 3-7

CP  World CP Championships
Location: Wroclaw, Poland

July 7-8  

FS  BPA UKSL FS 4-way Meet 3
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

July 13-15 

WS  BPA WS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

July 14-15 

A  BPA Artistics 
Competition Roadshow
Location: Beccles • ukparachuting.co.uk

July 21-22

FS  BPA 2-way Rookie VFS 
Competition Roadshow  
with Omni
Location: Netheravon • netheravon.com

July 28-29

FS  BPA FS Roadshow
Location: Black Knights • bkpc.com

July 28-29

FS  BPA 4-way Intermediate 
VFS Competition Roadshow  
with Omni
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

A U G U S T

August 4-5  

S&A BPA Accuracy Grand Prix 2
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

August 6-10

BPA  Instructor Course
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 7

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

EVENTS ZONE

August 13-17 

BPA  Instructor Course 

(CSI, Tandem, AFF)  
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 24-27

FS  BPA FS 4-way and 
VFS Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.c o.uk

August 24-31

S&A FAI World Style and 
Accuracy Championships
Location: Erden, Bulgaria

August 26-31

WS  FAI World Wingsuit 
Championships
Location: Prostejov, Czech Republic

S E P T E M B E R

September 1-3

FS  BPA FS 8-way, Artistics 
and Speed Nationals
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk 

September 7-9

CP  BPA CP Nationals
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

September 10-14 

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

September 20-23 

FS  ESL
Location: Saarlouis • fsz-saar.de/en

September 22-23 

      BPA WS Roadshow
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

September 25

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

O C T O B E R

October 4-12

FS  A  CF  FAI World FS, Artistics, 
Speed and CF Championships
Location: Gold Coast, Queensland 

October 25-28

T  Indoor Skydiving World Cup
Location: Zallaq, Bahrain

WS
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