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The Mag is absolutely crammed this time around. There has been so much to report on following a busy summer  

both here in the UK and abroad at the World Championships. So many milestones have been reached and so many  

goals achieved. 

One story that has stuck with me is that of Volosity Freestyle’s journey to the World silver medal. Performer Jamie 

Arnold says on page 25, “I made up my mind aged eight that I wanted to represent my country at the skydiving World 

Championships one day.” Many skydivers have such a dream but few achieve it, much less aged just 21. 

NFTO have also achieved their dreams in 2018, having won gold at the BPA Nationals, silver at the World 

Championships and then gold at the Indoor Skydiving World Cup. They are fantastic ambassadors for our sport,  

whose delight at their success is shared by all who have followed their determination this year. Max Hurd, the fastest 

man in the BPA at Nationals 2018, also brought home the bling and stood on the Speed podium at the World Meet.

These successes inspire the next generation of skydivers – if they can do it, then perhaps so could you? Have you got 

the drive, and do Jamie’s closing words stir something within you? 

“I got to stand on the podium holding the Union Flag and that’s something that will be with me forever.”

WELCOME

Cover: Brian Vacher 

surfs wingsuit 

cameraman Andy  

Ford, flanked by  

Kraig and Jamie

Welcome: Another 

successful BLESMA  

trip ends with a  

six-legged 4-way as 

Dave Pacey surfs his 

wife Harriet (right) and 

Edward Appleby (left)  

while Stuart Sneddon 

hangs underneath.  

By Paul Capsey

W E L C O M E
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Anyone can contribute to Skydive the Mag 
and we welcome news, articles and photos 
from everyone, regardless of experience. 
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Congratulations to BPA CF 

Rep Mary Barratt, who  

was the only Brit on the 

new European Record  

for the Largest Canopy 

Formation. This 30-way 

box was built over 

Teuge in the 

Netherlands on 

September 15. 

E U R O  C F 

R E C O R D

NEWS ZONE

HALL OF FAME

Created in 2010, the International Skydiving 

Hall of Fame recognises and honours those 

who, through leadership, innovation and/or 

accomplishments, have defined, promoted, 

inspired and advanced skydiving at the highest 

and sustained levels such that they have made 

it possible for generations of skydivers to enjoy 

the sport. 

At this year’s ceremony, 10 skydivers 

including Great Britain’s Tony Uragallo of Tony 

Suits received the honours and were inducted 

into the International Skydiving Hall of Fame. 

There was also a separate BBQ celebration in 

which members of the SOSET (Skydivers over 

Seoul Exhibition Team) were presented with the 

Path of Excellence certificate, and this included 

Esther Reynolds and Joe France for GB.

Tony Uragallo began skydiving in 1972 and 

has since competed in Style, Accuracy and 

Formation Skydiving, winning multiple gold 

medals in each at the British Championships.  

In 1978, as a member of the guest 4-way team 

Symbiosis, he and his team won the Australian 

Nationals. Tony also won gold at the US 

Nationals in 16- and 20-way and, in 2014, was 

the gold medallist at the first British National 

Championships of Wingsuiting. Having made  

his own first jumpsuit on his mother’s sewing 

machine in 1976, Tony founded Tony Suits in 

1977 and became instrumental in advancing  

the Formation Skydiving, Free�ying, and 

Wingsuiting disciplines. 

Esther Reynolds and Joe France were 

members of the SOSET, which permanently 

altered the world’s perception of skydiving for 

the better in 1988. Their demo into the Opening 
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By Maurice Kostros



NEWS ZONE

Ceremony of the Seoul Olympics thrilled the 
crowds and was viewed by an estimated 1.6 
billion viewers in 160 countries.

The exhibition started with National 
Accuracy champions from around the world 
and the Korean Army Parachute Team 
performing a no-contact canopy formation, 
gliding with precise coordination toward the 
Olympic stadium with their colourful Olympic 
parachute canopies and gold lamé jumpsuits. 
Just as the first Accuracy performer entered 
the stadium, the rings team exited from a 
helicopter 11,000ft above. Then, in what may be 
the most famous freefall formation ever seen, 
the five-coloured Olympic rings were perfectly 
created above the Olympiad stadium. 

That extraordinary jump, more than any 
other skydive before it, helped to change the 
world’s perception of skydiving. The precision 
demonstrated by the team helped to forever  
set aside the idea that skydivers plummet 
uncontrollably toward the earth. The jump  
also represented an amazing technological 
advance, being the first transmission of live 
images originating from a freefall videographer 
broadcast worldwide.

The rings formation consisted of 30 jumpers 
with six each in the Olympic colours of blue, 
black, red, yellow and green. After completing 
the rings formation in 22 seconds, the team 
– comprised primarily of national and world 
champions – rotated the entire formation so 
that the presidents of South Korea and the  
IOC could view the Olympic design in the  
proper orientation from their seats in the 
Olympic stadium. World-renowned freefall 
videographers and photographers documented 
this memorable performance by the rings team. 

ACCURACY NEWS
BPA members are showing progression in  
the Accuracy World Cup Series (WCS), which 
consists of Accuracy competitions held in  
six different countries throughout the year. 

Congratulations to Les Carroll, who 
finished 11th in the German stage of the 
competition with a total score of just 22cm. 
Les is training hard and is hoping to challenge 
the professionals next year, and so he was 
pleased to progress and place sixth in the 
Swiss competition with a score of just 9cm 
over the eight rounds. Good luck in 2019, Les!

Dave Tylcoat has also been in touch to 
encourage everyone to join the Accuracy 
revival, saying: “It’s massive in Europe – 200+ 
competitors at some of the WCS meets.  
Oh, and three-minute turnarounds for teams 
of five in the Squirrel helicopters! Belluno  
was a stunning location with the Dolomites  
as backdrop and friendly people, fantastic 
organisation, many current and ex-World 
Champions competing and an announcer  

who spoke several languages �uently.  
I’m looking forward to next year.”

Dave has also put together dates and 
locations for some of the Classic Accuracy 
competitions/training camps for next year, 
which will hopefully allow plenty of time for 
anybody interested to plan their year:

 
March 2-4: Americup 1 – Lake Wales, 
Florida, USA
April 13-28: Dolomiti Cup – Belluno, Italy
April 20-21: BPA Regional – Peterlee
April 25-May 4: Cheryl Stearns – Chester, 
South Carolina, USA
June 8-9: BPA Regional – Headcorn
June 14-16: WCS – Rijeka, Croatia
June 28-30: WCS – Lesce, Slovenia
July 19-21: WCS – Peiting, Germany
August 3-4: BPA Nationals – Dunkeswell
August 9-11: WCS – Belluno, Italy
August 23-25: WCS – Thalgau, Austria
September 27-29: WCS – Locarno, 
Switzerland

JIM CROCKER
It was with great sadness that we received the 
news that BPA Vice President Jim Crocker is 
unwell. Jim has a long and distinguished 
history in sport parachuting, including having 
been Chairman of the BPA from 1982-1990. 

He says, “Over the past 18 months, I have 
been fighting both body and brain cancer.  
At the moment, I am winning the battle and  
I am more than one year past my ‘die-by-date’.  
I drive the oncologists and nurses crazy 
because I do everything that I am not supposed 
to do. While I am not allowed to drive or �y,  
I am �ying all the time on commercial aircraft, 
organising ski trips, etc.

“I am getting lots of old jump colleagues 
suddenly announcing to me that they have  
only just heard about my illness. It is a pretty 
brutal medical regime, but I will keep fighting.”

If any old friends of Jim would like to 
reconnect with him, his email address is 
JCrocker@howell-solicitors.co.uk

SELECTIONS
Are you looking for an awesome Christmas 
present for the skydiver in your life? Legendary 
skydiving photographer Mike McGowan has 
published a stunning coffee-table book of 
incredible photography. It is both an 
inspirational history of the sport and also  
an insight into his lifetime behind the lens.  
You can buy the book for $42.95 plus shipping 
from Selectionsthebook.com
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NEWS ZONE

ESL

Nebula’s road trip to ESL 2018 in Saarlouis 

began with some last-minute creeping at the 

car rental agency, followed by lots of singing 

and napping. After eight hours of driving 

through the night and a rough ferry crossing, 

we were greeted at the DZ by fellow Brits Rubix 

who had kindly pitched our tents. After a quick 

40 winks and the usual faff of registration, we 

managed a couple of warm-up jumps including 

(at Ed’s request) launching a 4. As expected, it 

exploded marvellously on exit! 

Mike Pennock and Marcus Bastuck 

welcomed us all to Saarlouis during the 

opening ceremony, where the Brits represented 

in their shiny new BPA Team GB shirts. Mike 

highlighted the importance of the ESL Spirit 

before Kurt Gaebel conducted the draw. The 

next day, we just managed the first competition 

jump before the weather came in and we  

were released for a few hours to explore the 

town of Saarlouis. With stomachs filled with 

bratwurst, we returned to the DZ to complete 

the next few jumps before dark. 

The evening was spent in the bar and we  

took the opportunity to get to know our 

European competition over some delicious 

Belgian beer. The great thing about ESL is that 

you meet so many fantastic people and for me, 

having been last year, it was an opportunity to 

say hello again to friends made during ESL 2017 

and women from the WOW Record in Ukraine. 

Once jumping resumed, Nebula spent the rest 

of the competition nipping at the ankles of the 

Dutch Heartbeat Skydiving Team who were 

trying to push for silver, while Belgium’s 

Aeropotams led the comp with solid scores in 

every round. The fast scoring M-F-A of Round 6 

saw Nebula setting a new personal best with 18 

points and placing as second-highest scorers for 

this round. Our fellow British team Rubix fought 

hard behind us and were in tight competition 

with the other Dutch team Sky�akes, jostling 

for fourth place. By Round 8, it was still 

even-Stevens and an unlucky two busts in Round 

9 for Rubix ultimately sealed their fifth place. 

Prepping for the final round, C-J-A, we 

decided to try out launching the C as opposed 

to our trusty H and spent time at the mock-up 

trying to figure it out without a coach. We were 

also trying avoid the mistakes of German team 

Flying Cowboys in 2017, when their Point 

faceplanted out of the mock-up thanks to Kate 

Lindsley’s advice – oops! By late Saturday 

afternoon, the weather was once again against 

us and, despite their best efforts, only half of 

the A competitors completed the final Round 

10 before the planes were grounded and the 

meet called. We were all ushered to the back of 

the marquee for the prizegiving and were super 

happy to be presented with DZ merch along 

with the medals (for us blankets, others got 

mugs and USB doodads). 

Our new Czech friends High Five and British 

cameraman Mike Colman took the Rookie gold 

medals as we formed a congratulatory high five 

lineup for them. We graciously accepted the 

bronze medals in Single A and congratulated 

Aeropotams and Heartbeat Skydiving Team on 

beating us. Suspense hung in the air since the 

AA scores were tied for third place. Sadly, 

Stardust – filmed by Britain’s Spencer Bailey – 

lost out on highest scoring round and missed 

the chance to celebrate under the Netherland’s 

Team Red explosion of bring-your-own confetti 

with the rest of the AA medallists. The AAA 

gold medallists AtomiX-YUU Skydive were 

celebrating some serious jumping milestones 

and, after the application of some pie, 

generously supplied several crates of beer  

for all to enjoy. Thanks AtomiX!

This led nicely into the excellent afterparty 

with its banquet, cocktails, bonfire and dancing 

until the small hours of the morning. I very  

much appreciated not passing out this year  

and was able to enjoy the party, much to the 

amusement of the Europeans from last year who 

remembered tucking me in under a �ag on the 

sofa during the ESL 2017 closing celebrations! 

Nebula continued with their efforts to make 

new friends and spent a good proportion of  

the evening trying to convince teams to come 

over to the UK for World Challenge 2019 and  

the infamous Langar boogies while dancing  

and singing along to German rock songs. 

The general consensus among those who 

have attended is that ESL is brilliant and, even 

if you aren’t competing throughout the UKSL 

and Nationals season, it’s still the one comp 

that you should attend – even if just with a 

scratch team. Nebula already have the dates 

in our diaries for next year (Skydive Spa in 

Belgium, September 19-21 2019) and are 

excited to be reunited with our new friends.

Catherine Brown, Nebula

Keeping up international 

relations – Belgian team  

Stardust were filmed by 

Brit Spence Bailey





Free  Flyspot  
accommodation 

up to 5 days 
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BIOGRAPHY OF 

NOMINATED 

INDEPENDENT 

NON-EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR

(AGM AGENDA, ITEM NINE)

NICK BUNTING

Nick started his career with Cadbury’s, where 

he held a number of sales, production, 

BPA ZONE

British Parachute Association Ltd

A company limited by guarantee. Registered in London No. 875429.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019

to be held at East Midlands Conference Centre, University Park, 

Nottingham NG7 2RJ on Saturday 26 January 2019 at 10:30

AGENDA

1  Welcome 

2  Apologies for absence

3  To con�rm the minutes of last 
year’s Annual General Meeting 
held at EMCC Nottingham on 
Saturday 27 January 2018

4  To receive the Chair’s highlights 
of the BPA Skydiving Year 2018 
and a summary of Council’s 
future strategy 

5  To receive and adopt, if approved, 
the Annual Report and Accounts 
for the year ended June 30 2018

6  To con�rm the re-appointment  
of the Auditors, and to authorise 
Council to �x their remuneration 
for the ensuing �nancial year

7  To set subscriptions payable  
for full and provisional members 
for the 12 months beginning  
April 1 2019

8  To receive the result of the 
membership’s election of Elected 
Members of the BPA Council  
under Article 11

9  To appoint an Independent 
Non-Executive Director under 
Article 12, Nick Bunting, for  
three years – see summary 
biography below

10  To close the formal proceedings  
of the Annual General Meeting, 
followed by the BPA Medals and 
Awards Presentation Ceremony.

A member entitled to attend and vote at 
the AGM is entitled to appoint a proxy 
(who does not need to be a member) to 
attend and vote in their place. A form of 
proxy is available from the BPA website 
(enter 270 in the forms search box)

Martin Shuttleworth

Secretary-General

marketing, management and operational 

roles. He then went on to work for Guinness, 

running the on-trade operations, then 

Pepsico, where he led the licensed trade 

function, and then the home baking side of 

Whitworths. He then became part of a 

management buy-out of a dry dog food 

division of Dalgety and, as the Sales and 

Marketing Director, he created the largest 

supplier of own-label dog food in the UK.

Nick joined the RFU to lead the 

development of refereeing. He spent 14 years 

in a variety of roles, latterly as a member of 

the Executive Committee and as the Head of 

Public Affairs and Operations, generating 

more than £200m of inward investment into 

the sport for community-based activity and  

facility development.

On leaving the RFU, Nick became Chief 

Executive of one of HRH The Prince of Wales’ 

charities. He developed and expanded the 

charity to reach more of its target group of  

the unemployed over-50s, creating more  

than 2,000 new businesses and 3,000 jobs.

Latterly, he was the Chief Executive of  

the Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association, where he led the organisation 

through a period of transformation.

He has been the Secretary-General  

(CEO) of the RAF Association since 2014.  

The RAF Association is the largest single 

service military charity, with more than  

73,000 members, and it undertakes more  

than 115,000 welfare contacts annually.  

Both Nick’s father and brother served in the 

RAF and his sister-in-law was a commercial 

pilot, so he has a natural af�nity for all  

things aviation.

Outside of work, Nick has held a ministerial 

appointment, several non-executive 

directorships and acted as a trustee for a 

range of charities. 

ELECTED COUNCIL 

MEMBERS
 

At the close of nominations at noon on 

Tuesday 13 November, three nominations  

had been received for the three elected  

seats on Council which become vacant  

at the AGM 2019. The seats are, therefore, 

uncontested. In alphabetical order, the 

nominees are: 

 

- Mark Bayada 

- Tash Higman 

- Sam Lee

 

The above are elected unopposed to BPA 

Council for three years (2019, 2020 and 2021). 

 

The �rst meeting of Council 2019 will take 

place on Saturday 26 January 2019 at 

lunchtime, immediately after the morning  

AGM and presentation ceremony.
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VOLUNTEERING 

OPPORTUNITY  

TO JOIN BPA 

COMMITTEES

Council has issued a call for volunteers  

for a limited number of seats on the 

Communications, Competitions and 

Development Committees.

These committees are looking to identify 

a pool of members willing to volunteer their 

skills to help with programmes of work.  

The terms of reference of each committee 

are set out in BPA Forms, which can be 

accessed on the BPA website along with 

committee agendas and minutes.

Volunteer members may help through 

membership of a committee, working 

parties or some other form of consultation/

involvement. The committees usually meet 

six times a year on Tuesday afternoons in 

Leicester. Working parties may meet at 

different times and locations.

This is an opportunity for members with 

particular skills to get more involved with 

your BPA, and that involvement can bene�t 

your own personal development too.

If you’re interested in volunteering for 

Competitions, please email Helen Lucas 

(Competitions Secretary) at skydive@ 

bpa.org.uk. For Communications or 

Development, email Martin Shuttleworth 

(Secretary-General) at martin@bpa.org.uk. 

In both cases, please email no later than 

Friday 4 January 2019. Please summarise 

(250 words max) how your skills, knowledge 

and experience could contribute and  

please also include the committee/area  

in which you’re interested, your name,  

BPA membership number, the year  

you joined the BPA and your home DZ.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

THE LONG AND 

WINDING ROAD  

TO OUR NEW 

BRAND IDENTITY
 

Following the membership survey in the 

summer on visual identity concepts to 

launch the BPA’s new trading name of 

British Skydiving, the Communications 

Committee has taken further independent 

professional advice. This has suggested it 

would be wise to develop the new brand 

organically, applying our mission, vision, 

strategy and values in a structured and 

systematic way to de�ne the personality  

of our new brand. The visual identity will 

embody our brand personality, of which  

it will form an integral part. 

This approach, of putting a little 

psychology behind the process of brand 

development, may help to make it more 

than a matter purely of design and 

aesthetics. That is where we seem to  

have stalled, because there are so many 

viewpoints among both our elected 

BPA ZONE

members and our membership as a 

whole. Everyone craves the perfect visual 

identity which, we have come to realise, is 

so elusive it’s practically an impossibility 

– there will never be universal agreement. 

However, an identity that emerges from  

a structured brand development process 

may, �ngers crossed, be built upon a 

strong enough foundation to gain 

suf�cient traction to encourage most 

members and other stakeholders to  

get behind it. So watch this space!

Talking of long and winding roads, it will 

be 60 years since the foundation of the 

BPA in 2021 – our diamond anniversary.  

INCREASE IN BPA 

COMPETITIONS 

FUNDING 

ANNOUNCED

The BPA Council has agreed a signi�cant 

increase in the competitions budget for 

2018/9 to a record £191,074. The 2017/8 

budget allocation was £121,600, making 

the 2018/9 allocation an increase of 57%.

During Council’s strategy day in spring, 

the proposal was made to move away 

from an arbitrary allocation of funding  

to committees in favour of zero-based 

budgeting (starting afresh instead of  

just copying what happened before)  

based on justi�ed need. The Treasurer  

had agreed that it was appropriate to 

update the budgeting process.

The Competitions Committee set out  

a detailed budget comprising �ve parts:

 

1. Winning medals

2. Developing talent

3. Judging

4.  Delivering and supporting competitions

5. Committee management

 

Competitions Chair Brian Vacher said: 

“The Competitions Committee is really 

excited by this investment in our sport, 

which will help to meet a number of the 

BPA’s strategic objectives including  

skills development, engaging with 

communities and representing and 

enhancing perceptions of our sport.”

This is a one-off allocation, without 

precedent for future years. However,  

the budget for future years will also  

be zero-based.  

CHRISTMAS  

AND NEW YEAR 

HOLIDAY

BPA HQ will close at noon on Friday  

21 December 2018 and re-open on 

Wednesday 2 January 2019. The  

Council and staff wish all members 

compliments of the season.

N E W  
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The BPA is creating a new senior staff position of Communications Manager 

to join the small, hard-working team at our Leicester HQ 

Y O U R  B P A  
N E E D S  Y O U !

We need an experienced 

communications specialist to 

provide professional support to 

the COO, Safety and Technical 

Officer and Secretary-General  

and strategic support to the 

governing Council through the 

Communications Committee  

in delivering the strategic plan  

for British Skydiving. The plan 

helps to realise our vision to 

secure skydiving as a safe, 

enjoyable and accessible  

sport for all while ensuring  

that the needs of all our 

stakeholders are met.

Our ambitious strategic 

objectives are predicated on 

accurate, timely and engaging 

communications. Presently,  

we have no dedicated 

communications specialist  

on staff and we are short of  

an over-arching, joined-up, 

concerted communications 

activity to our range of 

stakeholders. This resource  

is essential to the success of  

our strategic plan – especially  

in this age of social media.

A key part of the role will be 

public relations and developing 

links with mainstream media for 

the promotion of competitions  

and events so that skydiving is 

seen as a sport.

Hours are as required to 

discharge the responsibilities  

of the post, based on a notional 

full-time 35-hour week. The post 

will be based at our Leicester HQ 

and will involve travel, expenses 

paid, typically to report on 

competitions and events, many  

of which may take place over a 

weekend and/or bank holidays. 

Attendance at daytime and 

occasional evening meetings, 

often at HQ, will also be required.

It’s essential that you are:

• An experienced communications 

professional, ideally with a solid 

track record of communications in 

sport, membership organisations, 

and/or the not-for-profit sector

• A competent writer and  

editor of words and images  

who understands 

tone of voice and is knowledgeable  

and experienced in the use of 

social media, aware of new 

developments and opportunities  

in social media and experienced  

in web content management.

• Of a resilient disposition, with  

the diplomacy, enthusiasm, 

interpersonal skills and drive to 

work in multi-disciplinary teams 

and on your own initiative to 

re�ect positively on the sport.

It could be an advantage for  

you to also be:

• A BPA member, perhaps even  

a Coach or Instructor

• A photographer/videographer  

in our sport, because visuals  

play such a huge part in making 

our communications appealing 

and effective.

Benefits package

Salary to be discussed with those 

shortlisted for interview. The 

benefits package includes remote 

access hardware and software, 

contributory pension scheme, 

medical and life insurance (after  

a qualifying period) and a positive 

approach to continuing 

professional development.

Could we be looking for you?

Before applying, please read the 

full person specification and job 

description on the BPA website  

at bpa.org.uk.

Applicants are asked to email  

a CV with a covering letter to 

highlight your match with our 

requirements stating when, in the 

event of a successful application, 

you would be available to take up 

the post. 

All applications must reach 

Martin Shuttleworth at martin@

bpa.org.uk by the closing date  

of Thursday 7 February 2019.  

No agencies, please.

Initial interviews will be held  

by a selection panel and will 

include a short competency-based 

exercise. They will take place  

at BPA HQ in Leicester on Friday 

22 February 2019.

BPA ZONE

Volosity, by Roy 

Wimmer-Jaglom
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I T ’ S  B A C K !
January blues? Never heard of them, you’ve got  

BPA Skydive the Expo 2019 to look forward to!

T
he biggest consumer 
skydiving event in 
the world is back and 
it’s going to be even 
more awesome than 
ever! If you’ve been 

to BPA Skydive the Expo before, 
you’ll know exactly what we’re 
talking about. If you haven’t been 

before, now’s the time to start. 
This must-attend free event 

features exciting and educational 
talks from some of the biggest 
names in our sport, as well as 
our legendary exhibition of all  
the main manufacturers and gear 
dealers. Throughout the day, you  
can catch up with all your friends 
from around the world, attend the 

seminars, talk to the people that 
make your gear and even pick up  
a bargain. 

Don’t miss the annual awards, 
celebrating great British 
achievements in skydiving, 
as well as the awesome free  
prize draw. It’s also home to  
the AGM of the British Parachute 
Association, which is free to  
attend for all BPA members.

The evening features a formal 
black tie dinner, an unforgettable 
show by the comedian John 
Robertson (back by popular 
demand!), the skydiving party of the 
year with live music from Colonel 
Mustard and the Dijon 5 and a DJ  
in to the early hours of Sunday. 

BPA Skydive the Expo 2019 is 
sponsored by Archant Dialogue, 
Romero Sports and Leisure and 
XL Catlin.

WHERE: De Vere East Midlands Conference Centre, Beeston Lane, Nottingham, NG7 2RJ

WHEN: January 26 2019         WHO: Skydivers, anywhere and everywhere             

BPA SKYDIVE THE EXPO



XXXXXXXXXX

                 WHY: Did we mention it’s got just about everything about skydiving?

SPEAKERS
•  Ray Armstrong and Allan  

Hewitt – Mission: Impossible 

•  Anu Ojha, National Space Centre – 

Skydiving and space exploration 

•  Andy Torbet – Skydiving for  

the BBC 

•  Hans van Marrowijk, Performance 

Designs – main packing seminar 

•  Tom Noonan, UPT – Expedition 

Skydiving – Creating and 

participating in extraordinary 

skydiving programs 

•  Andy Ford – XRW 

•  Dilys Price – It’s Never Too Late

•  Team NFTO – Fitness and Sports 

Nutrition for Skydiving 

•  Peter Storey and David Alatorre – 

The Freefall Camera Project 

•  Andy Pointer – The  

Normalisation of Deviance 

•  Joel Strickland – Down for 50: 

skydiving in every US state 

•  Jeff Montgomery – Being Safe 

•  Chris Shaw – Critical 

communication: adding  

value to your coaching skills 

•  Eugene Minogue – Parkour UK 

•  British Indoor Skydiving Association  

•  Wes Guest and Simon Perry – 

Canopy Formations: CF1 to podium 

in two years 

• Paul Capsey – Evolution of Freefly 

• Leo Whitman – FPV Drone Racing 

•  Albert Berchtold – Choosing the 

right canopy

• Matt Black – Speed Skydiving

Seminars are subject to change 

and this list of speakers is 

not final, so keep an eye on 

skydivetheexpo.com
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T H E  L O N G 
W A Y  D O W N

The World Parachuting Championships were on the far side of the world on 

Australia’s Gold Coast and it was worth going every step of the way…

T
he World Parachuting 
Championships are the pinnacle 
of competitive skydiving – our 
Olympics. We spoke to John 
Smyth, Head of Delegation for 
Team GB, to get the lowdown:

“These WPCs comprised of the 23rd FAI 
World Formation Skydiving Championships 
(4-way Open, 4-way Female, 4-way VFS 
and 8-way); the 18th FAI World Canopy 
Formation Championships (2-way 
Sequential, 4-way Sequential and 4-way 
Rotations); the 12th FAI World Artistic 
Events Championships (Freefly and 
Freestyle) and the second FAI World 
Speed Skydiving Championships.

“There were 27 countries with 480 competitors, 
with many more in various supporting roles. Team 
GB had 39 competitors and 15 accompanying 
persons, including the Head of Delegation and 
Team Manager. We entered all of the events 
except CF 4-way Sequential and Artistic Freefly.

“The WPC site was actually a sports centre 
complex with all the WPC admin, country tents, 

creeper and packing areas, etc. actually within 
the stadium. The landing area was in playing 

fields next to the stadium and the airstrip 
was a short drive away. I can honestly say 
I have never seen such an impressive site 

and facilities for any World Meet, and 
that’s even more impressive given it 

was not an established DZ. 

“The opening ceremony was in the downtown 
Gold Coast area called Surfers’ Paradise and it was 
on the beach. We gathered on the beach, lined 
up and walked along the promenade, waving at 
the crowds, then headed back to the beach for 
a parachute display from a C-17 Globemaster. 
The crowds were not as large as expected because 
the Gold Coast experienced its first rain in two 
months – there must have been a parachute 
competition about to start! It was torrential and 
we got soaked, but it did not dampen spirits. 

“Now to Team GB’s Meet. Our CF 2-way 
Sequential team, Wa�e Stack, impressed all 
with their professionalism and displayed great 
potential. CRWSADERS, the 4-way CF team, 
made so many friends with their humour, 

COMPS ZONE

Volosity, by Roy Wimmer-Jaglom
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Team name: NFTO

Team members: Anna Hicks, Vana 

Parker, Cath Anderson, Siân Stokes, 

Simon Brentford, Kate Lindsley 

(Alternate, and Point for WCIS 2018)

Together since: This lineup since 

June 2018! The NFTO Skydiving team 

name has been going since 2015;  

it was Body�ight Isis before that 

but we had to change the name  

for political reasons!

Previous achievements: Bronze 

World Championships 2016, UK 

National Champions 2018. 

enthusiasm and desire to learn. There was 
a first for them – that is, for Biff. This was 
the first FCE he has entered, and he has 
been to few over the years, where he has 
NOT had a wrap. Also, they gave Skydive 
TV an interview at the end of the comp 
which Sammy said to me was one of the 
most “entertaining” he had ever conducted. 
Omni99, our VFS team, were exceptional. 
They never stopped smiling and really 
represented the BPA in a most admirable 
manner and achieved personal bests. 

“Our two Freestyle teams, Volosity and 
FSU, both had fantastic meets. In FSU, we 
had one of the youngest competitors in 
Alabama Shanker who was competing at 
her very first FCE aged just 19. She coped 
very well and flew some personal bests. 
While on the subject of the youngest, our 
4-way Open FS team Satori XL also had 
one of the most experienced competitors: 
Pete Allum, whose competing at FCEs 
spans nearly three decades. Again, an 
exceptional competition. Satori XL were 
disappointed in their Round 6 which 
was a very fast round and they needed a 
high score to stay with the chasing pack. 
A few busts disrupted their rhythm and, 
as Pete said, they left 10 points out there. 
But, as true professionals, they fought 
back to be part of the ‘Best of the Rest’. 
In 8-way, MicroClim8 were ‘The Very 
Best of the Rest’, coming fourth with 
two new British Records to boot. 

“Now to the medals. Max Hurd excelled 
yet again in Speed, for so long in line for 
the gold medal. However, this slipped in 
the final rounds so he achieved a very 
credible bronze – well done Max. Then 
to Freestyle Team GB 1, which was Dan 
Guest and Jamie Arnold. Again, they 
were so close to gold and missed it by 
a small margin at the end to get a most 
impressive silver. 

“NFTO also achieved a silver medal in 
the Female 4-way FS, which was a battle 
with the French all the way through. 
They presented superb professionalism, 
dedication and indeed determination all 
through the WPC and even in adversity, 
when one of the members, Anna, was 
very ill just before that most important 
Round 6. The whole team came together 
and they won many friends there for 
their determination.

“The closing ceremony and banquet, 
like everything else, was a well-organised 
and professional event. The podium was 
on a pontoon in a saltwater lagoon and, 
well, it was inevitable that the medal 
winners would take the shortcut back 
to the artificial beach where we were all 
gathered by diving in and swimming. 
Yes, led by NFTO. In true British spirit, 
everyone else followed.

“So it is on that note that I would like to 
end. I am grateful to the Team Manager, 
Craig Poxon, for all his support. The 
whole of Team GB were one of the most 
professional delegations I have ever had 
the privilege to serve, and they were all 
a credit to the BPA and their country. 
I genuinely feel this and believe we should 
appreciate and acknowledge this group 
of talented ambassadors for our sport.”

4 - W A Y   

F R E E S T Y L E
Team name: FSU

Team members: Alabama Shanker, Dave Pacey, Harry 

Shanker (super mega admin man)

Together since: Since birth! Well, Dave joined later...

Previous achievements: AFPC placing first in 2016 

with Harry as camera, 2017 with Dave as camera, second  

at the 2017 UK Skydiving Nationals, second at the 2018  

UK Skydiving Nationals, first in Freestyle at the 2018  

Indoor Skydiving Nationals. 

Training (tunnel/jumps): Lost count of tunnel training 

and about 100 training jumps if you round up.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: To go to Oz, complete 

the competition as best as we could and not let ourselves 

down, set ourselves a bar to beat next year, meet loads of 

new people, take notes and have a good time!

How did it go? We were doing pretty well and were in 

about ninth place up until Round 7, where we bumped  

a bit and got a “slight” camera bust. Overall, we got to  

make some new friends with the volunteers and meet  

all the big dogs, as well as having some time to feed 

kangaroos and hug some koalas!

Future plans yet...? Next year’s plans are to train harder, 

come up with some new moves that are unique, do the 

Nationals again and try to improve. At the World Cup, we’re 

aiming to not bump each other mid-routine! We’re planning 

more Skills Camps abroad and are trying to combine more 

disciplines than before as well as more tunnel camps too 

– very exciting times!

Anything else? If you have even an inkling that you like 

Freestyle or Free�y, just get involved! What we’ve learnt is 

that it’s not as daunting as you may first believe, and the 

people you compete with are your new friends to be anyway 

so they want you to do well! The past couple of years, the 

Artistic events haven’t been that busy and it would be great 

to see more people there.

Funny moment: Harry and Alabama were just chilling 

and talking to some of our awesome sponsors (PD, Cookie 

and L&B) when we saw Dave running with his rig on in  

the distance and suddenly we had visions of Nova at the 

Nationals. All of a sudden, we were on a kit on so Alabama 

ran, got herself kitted up with Harry running behind, 

checking his phone and shouting out: “But we’re not on the 

manifest?” She headed straight to the bus pulling her shoes 

on, only to see Dave sat smugly and find out that he had 

switched us for an earlier load that Volosity couldn’t make!

Silver for NFTO, by Steve Fitch

Jason Snailham, by Steve Fitch

Dave and Ali, by Harry
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Team name: CRWSADERS

Team members: Pete ‘Biff’ Thornton, 

Richard Coggin, Mark Bayley, Clive 

Bennett, Jordan Williamson and Jason 

Snailham (camera)

Together since: Two years (varied 

depending on team members)

Training (tunnel/jumps): Sixty training 

jumps and three minutes in a wind tunnel 

(we went in the wind tunnel at iFly Gold 

Coast to see what all the freefall stuff 

was all about. It didn’t go well...).

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: 

Work on reducing initial build times  

and improving individual rotation  

times to increase overall scores.

How did it go? The team really excelled 

at the opportunity, with some current 

team bests achieved during the event. 

Future plans yet: The attendance at 

WPC2018 has provided a real passion  

for achieving more in the next couple  

of years and focusing on competing for  

a place at WPC2020.

Anything else: Kangaroos in the hotel 

gardens in the morning was fantastic. 

Boarding a plane at 6am to throw yourself 

into the morning air was unforgettable. 

Being given 30 seconds preparation 

ahead of an interview on Skydive TV  

Training (tunnel/jumps): Since Siân 

joined in June, we managed to squeeze 

in 260 jumps and I guess about six 

hours of tunnel, plus some tunnel with 

Kate prepping for WCIS 2018.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: 

Aiming for silver and a 20+ average.

How did it go? Tough, but we made it! 

With challenges of weather holds, 

dodgy stomachs and quite a few holds 

at altitude, we really had to dig deep, 

focus and hold our nerve. However, we 

achieved our goals and are delighted!

Future plans yet...? A tiny lull for 

a month or two as Anna has to go  

away with work for a while, but we  

are planning on competing at the  

Wind Games in 2019 with an alternate 

for Anna, then hopefully the band  

will be back together for the World 

Challenge 2019, Indoor World 

Championships 2019, UK Nationals 

2019 and Outdoor World Cup 2019  

in Eloy in October.

tent was, as usual, adorned with Union 

Jacks and bunting and �lled with the 

hustle and bustle of all the delegation 

catching up and cheering each other on.

For the CF Rotation event, we saw 

Russia and Qatar battling it out for gold 

and ending eight rounds tied on 162 

points (20.25 average). They needed a 

jump-off to decide the 2018 winners, 

which Russia took in the end by one 

point. The USA dominated the bronze 

medal position, with Australia and 

ourselves coming in fourth and �fth.

It is at events like these that you truly  

get to see the best in the world perform 

and excel. The support between all the 

competing teams created its own energy, 

with everyone genuinely wanting you to 

jump the best you could and have a great 

jump. As a result of this experience, we 

came together as a team closer than we 

have previously, we hit some performance 

goals we wanted and we started to make 

some steps towards our targets for 2019 

and beyond. This has helped to inspire us 

to keep trying, keep working together and 

stay focused on just being the best we can 

be. Thanks to all involved and thanks to the 

Team GB medal winners – seeing you guys 

achieve helped to show what is possible.

4 - W A Y  F S  F E M A L E

was particularly memorable. We even 

managed to build a human pyramid at 

the end just for the fun of it. It was a 

wonderful experience, a superb event 

with organisation to match and it was 

an honour to represent the BPA and 

Team GB. 

Being based in a sports centre in the 

middle of the Gold Coast and taking off 

from an airstrip 10 minutes away, then 

jumping into a separate landing area  

of sports �elds with football posts up 

and down it initially sounded like a 

challenge, but to be fair it just helped 

mark this as a WPC to remember.

The views were spectacular, and  

the organisation at the location and  

in the hotel where the majority of the 

teams were staying was equally as 

impressive. The real challenge all 

week was the weather. We seemed  

to be stuck in between two different 

climates, and even the locals told us: 

“Ignore the weather forecast, mate, it 

changes all the time”. This meant we 

had a combination of bright sunshine 

one minute, rain the next and then 

increasing winds around late 

lunchtime throughout the �rst half of 

the week of competition. The Team GB 

  R O T A T I O N  C A N O P Y  F O R M A T I O N
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come and TRAIN at america s premiere Military skydiving center in SAN DIEGO, CA

World class 
Military/civilian training venue
Whether you are looking for world-class military air operations parachute 
proficiency training or civilian skydiving training, Tactical Air Operations and 
Skydive San Diego o�ers the best of both.  Come and train in the best skydiving 
weather in the world with some of the best instructors.  For more information, 
contact Tony Goodman at tony@tacairops.com or phone him at +1 951-821-0202

Area 33 Training Facility
• Multiple Unmarked 

Dropzones Approved for 

MFF Training

• Private Runway, Suitable 

for ramp aircraft, C130 

Approved

• Class A Airspace

• Largest unmarked DZ in 

Southern California

• Zero Con�iction Issues

tacticalairoperations.com    |    skydivesandiego.com
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Team name: Volosity

Team members: Dan Guest on camera, 

Jamie Arnold performing, coached by 

Will Penny.

Together since: We started out flying 

4WD in the tunnel in a team called  

The Dynamos, which was set up by 

Jake Diliberto back in 2012. Volosity 

existed as a tunnel team for Freefly,  

but Dan wasn’t in it at that point. When 

Co-motion (Jamie’s 4-way FS team) 

split up shortly before the Nationals in 

2016, Dan stepped in and encouraged 

Jamie to still go to the Nationals but  

to do Freestyle with him on camera.  

They went as a scratch team and won 

gold, which was a lovely surprise.

Previous achievements: 3x Freestyle 

National golds (2016, 2017, 2018), bronze 

at the 2017 European Championships/

World Cup. 

Training: 450 jumps this year, too 

many hours in the tunnel to count.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC:  

We were hoping to build on our third 

place at the World Cup last year. We 

were aware of a couple of strong teams 

who weren’t at the World Cup who were 

coming, so the top few positions would 

be more competitive. There were some 

wildcards too. However, being on the 

podium remained the goal. An Australian 

Freestyle team who were world 

champions the last time the World Meet 

was held in Australia and had been out 

the sport for a while got back into 

jumping this year and won the Australian 

Nationals so they could compete again, 

which I thought was great.

How did it go? Second, so we’re very 

happy with how it went! There were 

some big rule changes this year, in 

particular with how the camera is judged 

and deducted – this was the downfall  

of many teams. We came into the 

competition with a lot more training 

jumps than most teams, so this really 

helped with the consistency of our 

routine and we could keep the technical 

side of the flying without too many 

camera deductions. It’s always a bit of  

a lottery after Round 1 in Artistics over 

whether the judges like what you’ve 

come up with and, fortunately for us, they 

did this year. They rewarded our modern 

dynamic flying with the second-highest 

dif�culty score, after all. We had a solid 

Round 1, which settled the nerves and 

saw us sitting in second place where we 

stayed the entire competition. We were  

in touch with the French in �rst but they 

failed to make any mistakes and held on. 

Equally, the teams below us weren’t far 

behind and applied pressure so we 

couldn’t relax. Axiom in third had some 

very strong compulsory rounds, but we 

managed to keep the flying clean and 

without any major issues to take second 

– which feels amazing! I don’t think I’ve 

ever enjoyed a canopy flight as much  

as after our Round 7, knowing we had 

done enough and taking in the views  

of the Gold Coast. I’d like to thank the 

APF and all the volunteers/judges for 

putting on an incredible competition,  

and also all the support from all the 

teams in the GB tent was great. 

Future plans yet...? Not yet. Building 

up to the WPC after a surprise win at the 

2016 Nationals in our �rst year without 

much training was essentially a two-year 

project for us. We’ve put a lot of time and 

effort into preparing as best we could,  

so now we’re taking some deserved 

time off and we’ll look into what’s next 

down the line. Jamie is going to be one 

of the judges for Freestyle at The Wind 

Games too. 

Anything else? 

Dan: “Freestyle has historically been 

seen as quite a feminine category with 

pointed toes etc. but, if you watch the 

videos from this year’s WPC, there are 

lots of different styles now. So, for any 

Freeflyers interested in competing, it’s a 

great place to start. It only needs two of 

you, so give it a go, fly some nice lines 

and see what you can come up with!”

Jamie: “I made up my mind aged eight 

that I wanted to represent my country  

at the skydiving World Championships 

one day. This was despite coming from  

a non-skydiving family. I’ve followed  

that dream pretty full on all my life.  

I never thought I’d get there at the age  

of 21. When my team split up just  

before Nationals, I thought that was it. 

However, I changed discipline and kept 

pushing and, with a huge amount of  

help from Dan – who has put his life  

on hold – and from my amazing coach 

Will, I got to stand on the podium  

holding the Union Flag and that’s 

something that will be with me forever.” 

F R E E S T Y L E
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Silver medallists Jamie and Dan, 

by Roy Wimmer-Jaglom
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Team members: Matthew Byrne

Competing since: 2016

Previous achievements: 2012 

British Record for 4-way FS Rookie,  

26 points in one round with Equal Pay 

4 Women as cameraflyer. Speed 

Nationals 2016 – sixth Place. ISSA 

World Series 2017 Meet 4, Dunkeswell 

– silver. Speed Nationals 2017 – silver. 

ISSA World Series Meet 4 Dunkeswell 

– gold and British Record with 

565.37kph (351.30mph) WPC 2018, 

Speed – eighth place.

Training (tunnel/jumps): Some.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC:  

To come home with a medal.

How did it go? I didn’t come home 

with a medal and I’m still trying to 

decide if I did everything I could.

Future plans yet...? The after-comp 

training programme is in full swing.  

A lot is going to change for Speed in 

the next two years and it is going to be 

interesting to see the next stages of 

this evolutionary process �rst-hand.

Anything else? If a well-known 

skydiving equipment manufacturer 

invites you to a party in their hotel 

room, go, have a couple of drinks, 

make your excuses and leave before 

security and the police turn up. 

Kangaroos smell really bad. Koalas 

have claws longer than my �ngers and 

they are really sharp.

Out of the 31 competitors at WPC 

2018, only two were female and there 

was only one female at the UK 

Nationals 2018. I want to see more 

ladies involved in Speed skydiving.  

If you have any suggestions on how 

this can be done, come along to a 

roadshow and/or competition.

Name: Max Hurd

Seriously competing since: 2015

Previous achievements: Bronze at 

the WPC 2016, silver at the WC/EC 2017, 

ISSA champion 2017.

Training: About 200 dedicated training 

jumps, serious gym training and 

psychological coaching, and four ISSA 

comps and Nationals this year.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC:  

To get the gold!

How did it go? I didn’t get gold! It’s been 

a dif�cult year and I’ve been struggling  

to �nd my form after last year’s 

performance at the Nationals. I’ve put 

everything into it for this WPC, though, 

and although some of my competition 

results weren’t what I hoped for, I was 

still at my fastest this year for the comp. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough. Despite 

being the most consistently smooth and 

clean competitor, I wasn’t putting the 

fastest jumps on the score board. That may 

have paid off because both the �rst- and 

second-placed �nishers had been going 

hard. They’d had some fast jumps, but both 

had gone out-of-bounds three times by 

Round 7 and another OB in Round 8 would 

knock them out of the running completely. 

However, they both played it safe and I 

came home with the bronze after all. 

Future plans yet? Not sure, as there’s no 

Category One event scheduled for 2019 

yet. We’ll see how it looks in the New Year.  

I still really want to get that gold, though...

Anything else? Big changes are afoot 

in Speed Skydiving because it looks like 

we will be moving from barometric speed 

measuring devices to GPS. The 

competitors’ meeting after the WPC had 

plenty of discussion about how we wanted 

the sport to develop. Two possible rule 

changes were favoured by the competitors: 

�rstly, making the scoring your peak 

speed on a jump (not the average) and 

also removing the ‘throw away’ rounds to 

make all eight jumps count. Furthermore, 

the OB rule may well become redundant 

when using GPS. We’ll have to wait until 

next year until we see how the rules read, 

but these are exciting times to be speeding 

as the sport develops. Remember, there is 

a women’s category and a juniors’ category 

too at world level. Both of these are 

under-represented, with only two women 

at the WPC and no juniors, so if you want 

to compete at the WPC in 2020 in Russia 

then the �eld is currently wide open!

What about the helmet? Ah yes, the 

helmet! As you know from the Nationals, 

it’s a dif�cult beast to fly. It’s very long and 

has a tendency to act like a rudder at 

steep angles of attack. If I let it wander 

from the perfect neutral position, it can 

throw me right off my dive – which is what 

happened three jumps in a row at the 

Nationals. However, a further 40 jumps  

on it and some seriously pumped neck 

muscles before the WPC paid off, helping 

me by adding 5-10kmh to my peak speed.
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Matthew Byrne,  

by Steve Fitch

Team name: Um.... Lewis Young

Team members: Er.... one

Competing since: My �rst Speed comp 

was the UK Nationals 2013, by accident.

Previous achievements: None of any 

note. Attended the World Cup in 2014.

Training: Jumped as much as possible 

with two Protracks. Having graphs and 

tangible �gures helped.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: 

To go consistently faster than previously, 

�nish in the top 20 (depending on the 

number of competitors) and not �nishing 

last would do. It went well and I was aware 

I was well off the pace, but I was hoping 

to put in 400kph+ speeds.

How did it go? I didn’t come last! 

Future plans yet...? Make as many 

of the ISSA meets as possible next year.  

I’m excited to see how going to GPS 

measuring devices is going to change  

the competition.

Lasting memory? Us (a Speed load) 

making the bus to the air�eld wait until 

Hayabusa’s Round 6 was judged on the 

big screen so we could see them score 

62, experience the atmosphere, and  

then get on the bus to go jump.

Anything else? Go to one of the Speed 

Roadshows next year and give it a go. It’s 

different and also has the bene�t of being 

a team of one, which is easier to manage...

Lewis Young,  

by Steve Fitch

Max and  

his helmet!

COMPS ZONE



Team name: Waf�e Stack

Team members: Emily Sugars, 

Jason Hobsie, Max Holmes

Competing since: We’ve been 

together as a CF team since 2017, but 

we’ve been doing 4-way FS since 2015.

Training: We weren’t able to do many 

training jumps this year, so we were 

happy with how we placed overall 

considering that. 

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: 

We just wanted to enjoy participating 

and take it all in, really. It’s great to  

see what the other nations are up  

to CRW-wise as it’s a fairly quiet –  

but slowly growing – discipline back  

at home.

How did it go? We think the WPC went 

better than expected. Not knowing how 

Team name: Satori XL

Team members: Current line up is 

Pete Allum, Pete Mather, Ady King,  

John McIver and Rich Orford

Competing since: This is the �rst 

season of the current Satori XL lineup 

with Pete Mather joining in place of Steve 

Hamilton. Ady and Rich joined in 2017.

Previous achievements: The most 

recent history is most of the current 

lineup won Nationals in 2017. (They’re 

being modest; these team members have 

dozens of Nationals gold medals between 

them! - Editor)

Training: We did about 300 training 

jumps out of a planned 500 and about  

10 hours in the tunnel.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC: 

When we �rst put the lineup together, we 

knew almost immediately that there was 

great potential. Given the 500 jump plan, 

a high level of excitement and expectation 

surrounded us.

How did it go? We went into the meet 

about 200 training jumps down on the 

plan, primarily due to injury and weather. 

We’d worked hard on technique, but 

needed more jumps to work on speed. 

This meant we went into the meet 

knowing we wouldn’t ful�l our potential. 

The meet itself was mixed: some superb 

skydiving, some average, but then Round 

6 – a burner of a random round – went 

disastrously wrong with our peers scoring 

10 points more and sending us from sixth 

place to ninth. We eventually pulled it 

back to seventh in the last four rounds,  

so not a bad effort on the home straight.

Future plans yet...? While there is 

certainly a desire to take the team 

forward to work towards Russia in  

2020, we all need to sit back and  

spend some time with our loved ones  

for a few weeks before making decisive 

plans for the future. 

Lasting memory? There are a number 

of things that really stood out for us.  

The success of the British medal winners, 

the 8-way team achieving their fourth 

place and another British Record, NFTO 

smashing it for their silver, seeing the 

French female 4-way FS team take things 

to another level and, last but not least, 

watching the battle between the Belgian 

Hayabusa and USA Airspeed battle for 

gold – posting two World Record scores  

in the process.

good the other teams would be, the 

initial goal was to not be last. In light of 

that, 13th out of 16 was a good result.

Future plans yet...? We have no 

future plans, unfortunately. It was 

already discussed in advance that we 

would train up to this competition and 

�nish there, then end on a high!

Funny stories? Someone (cough, 

Sugars, cough) grossly underestimated 

the size of Australia and thought the 

Gold Coast was right next to Brisbane. 

Some kind soul had to go and pick her 

up at 4am so we could make the 

training jumps!

Lasting memory? NZ Aerosports 

know how to host an awesome party!  

I know where I’m getting my  

canopies from...

4 - W A Y  F S  O P E N
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Satori XL, 

by Steve Simpson

Waffle Stack having fun, 

by Ming Chu
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Team name: Microclim8

Team members: Andy Pook, Ruth 

Morrison, Martin Cressey, Ane Brentford, 

Martin Soulsby, Dennis Parker, Kate 

Lindsley, Ros Ayling, Phil Hartree 

Together since: Mostly this line up 

since 2017, although Kate only joined  

us this year!

Training: This season, 10 hours in the 

tunnel and 200 jumps.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC:  

Beat 20 points in a round, beat the 

Nationals average of 15 points, beat  

the Aussies and Germans!

How did it go? It went really well. 

We did some of the best skydiving we 

have ever done, and a high point was 

achieving 21 points in an all-random 

round. As with any competition, not all 

the rounds went to plan and the Aussies 

ever been to. The venue, the organisation, 

the hotel, the app, the transport (buses 

every 30 minutes), the volunteers  

(bloody brilliant, the best thing about  

the events) – I could keep going. The  

fact they chose to use Brian Burke as 

Meet Director was a clear sign of intent; 

they wanted a world-class event and 

they have delivered. The Aussies have 

set a new high bar for World Meets.”

Anything else?

Dennis Parker: “Fast-�owing 8-way 

jumping is some of the best skydiving 

that you can do. Similar to 4-way but 

requiring high levels of precision and  

‘big picture’ awareness, 8-way is very 

compelling as a formation skydiving 

discipline. To get 8-way medals at the 

World Championship level is one of the 

great uncrossed frontiers in world 

skydiving. For years, the discipline has 

been held hostage at medal level by the 

big three – the USA, France and Russia. 

In recent times, nations from other 

countries have been able to achieve 

kept us on our toes. We come away from 

the competition with two new British 

Records – the 21 points on Round 6 and a 

15.2 average – so plenty to smile about.

Future plans yet...? Celebrate! We all 

committed up ‘til this point and have not 

had the “discussion” on future plans yet.

Lasting memories?

Andy Pook: “Nearly missing the plane 

for Round 1 as the bus stopped to take 

koala pictures. Ticking one of my boxes;  

a score with a two on the front. We felt  

a little disappointed at Round 10; the  

dive just didn’t �ow for us, but then we 

realised that the score was a British 

Record that had stood for 15 years. 

Placing fourth, making us the best 

amateur team in the world. And realising 

that there could still be more to come.”

Martin Soulsby: “I have been to seven 

World Championships and two World 

Cups. The amount of planning, effort  

and money the Australian Parachute 

Federation put into this event has 

delivered the best overall meet I have 

8 - W A Y  F S



COMPS ZONE

 December 2018    29

Team name: Omni99

Team members: Sarah Boyd, 

Tim Gaines, Greg Lucas, Martin 

Roberson, Dan Guest

Together since: Our �rst competition 

was in 2015, but we have been  

jumping together for nearly 10  

years since university.

Previous achievements: Four UK 

Nationals gold medals.

Training: Nearly 200 jumps and about 

10 hours in the tunnel this year.

Hopes and dreams for the WPC:  

To perform well against rival teams  

such as the Russians, Norwegians and 

Swedish and perform to a standard to 

which we are happy.

How did it go? We couldn’t quite keep 

up with Norway and Russia, but we kept 

the pressure up! We got a 12.0 average, 

which is the new VFS British Record at  

a competition – we are really happy 

about that!

Future plans yet...? Breaking the VFS 

average again! We’re de�nitely looking  

to compete again, to help to continue 

developing VFS in the UK and to get more 

people involved with the Intermediate 

categories. We are also looking forward 

to the Indoor World Championship next 

year, and will be competing in both VFS 

and 4-way dynamic.

Anything else? It’s incredible seeing 

such support across disciples for each 

team. The experience at a world event 

wouldn’t be the same without such an 

awesome delegation and it really is an 

honour to be a part of it! Jumping over the 

Gold Coast really was a unique experience 

that’s very dif�cult to put into words, 

especially jumping at a location that isn’t 

even a dropzone! VFS is typically one of 

the smaller disciplines, but all the teams 

are always super-friendly and supportive 

and it’s always a pleasure to compete 

against them.

medal status at World Championship-

level only on two occasions. This was 

Italy in 2008, who achieved an 18 average 

with Russia absent, and then Qatar in 

2018 with a 17 average and the French 

absent. The skills to build a team that 

would aim for a 20-point average 

undoubtedly exist in UK skydiving. Large 

tunnels have created new opportunities 

in 8-way and the acceleration of 8-way 

averages will still occur as more people 

use the tunnel to train 8-way blocks and 

technique. A UK team that achieve a 

20-point average would de�nitely put the 

UK in contention for a medal at world  

level. While the commitment and training 

to achieve a 20-point average in 8-way 

should not be underestimated, not least 

of which is �nding eight people who can 

exist together for a common goal for four 

years, this is a very worthwhile goal. For 

formation skydivers looking for an 

ambitious goal, this is de�nitely one to 

consider. If you want to �nd out more, 

contact the team.”

V F S

MicroClim8, 

by Joe Mann

Omni99, whose cameraman

 Dan Guest also won  

silver in Freestyle
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G
ravity Bahrain hosted the third FAI 
World Cup of Indoor Skydiving in 
October and, wow, did they do it with 
style! With exceptional organisation, 
fantastic facilities, live coverage and a 

closing party on a private island with free alcohol 
and $200,000 of prize money, what more could  
you want? 

 
4-way Open: The battle at the top! 
Going into the meet in Bahrain, Hayabusa were 
undefeated in their last 30 competitions since 2011. 
Weembi Mix only compete together indoors and 
so perhaps they were more ready for Bahrain. 
However, they also had Sophia and Christine back 
from Australia and the outdoor season. 

Day one began with Hayabusa taking an early 
one-point lead, starting the close competition 
everyone was expecting. However, Rounds 3 and 4 
saw a dramatic turn to events. Weembi were on fire, 
flying with passion and speed, and Hayabusa had a 
bust on the first page in Round 3 which halted 
their pace and saw them drop three points behind. 
The fastest round of the competition was Round 4 
(5-M-O-C) and so it was the worst one to have a 
nightmare on, but Hayabusa showed that they are 
human. After another bust in the first page, they 
then had a combination of brain locks and busts and 
never really got to turn the pace up on the jump. 
They scored 47 to Weembi’s 57. A 13-point deficit 
after day one pretty much concluded the outcome; 
there would be no way back for the champions. 

The scores were close across days two and three, 
with Hayabusa having a slight edge and bringing the 
deficit back to 12 points, but Weembi comfortably 
took the gold medal with a 34.5 average to Hayabusa’s 
33.3 – ending their eight-year undefeated streak. 

The battle for bronze was a lot closer and went 
right down to the wire when Amnesya from Italy 
battled with Russia and took the bronze by just one 
point. Well done to the guys – the coaching from 
David Grauwels and their hard work definitely paid 
off this season. 

All eyes will be on the World Indoor Skydiving 
Championships in April, and the timing of the event 
will make it fairer for competitors competing both 
indoor and outdoors. It’s also happening in Weembi’s 
home tunnel and they will want to win that one! 
However, Hayabusa now have six months to train 
for the indoor meet and, with their experience and 
skill, they will be ready this time – making for an a 
very interesting battle. 

 The UK had the biggest FS delegation in Bahrain, 
showcasing our depth of talent. Representing GB  
in the Open category were ACM and Eros. Eros 
(Travis Wood, Roy Little and Helen Williams,  
player coached by Joey Jones) attended their first 

world meet together and they finished the 
competition in 14th place, setting a new personal 
best indoor score of 20.4. Joey has had great success 
bringing on British flyers in the past, with four of  
his previous team 4mula competing in Bahrain, so 
it will be great to see what Eros will go on to achieve 
outdoors in 2019 at the Nationals and in Eloy. 

ACM were the only British team to focus solely 
on training and competing indoors this season.  
They displayed some excellent flying and showed 
their potential, posting the third-highest score in  
a technical Round 7 to finish seventh overall.  
ACM will be turning their attention now to the 
World Championships in Lille. In their home  
tunnel and with luxury of the space in the 17-foot 
tunnel, they will be expecting to improve on their 
average and start chasing the Swiss and the Swedish 
for the next spots. Who knows, maybe we will see 
them compete outdoors in the future too? 

Gold for Team GB 
Volto was the UK 4-way female indoor team at the 
last FAI meet in Voss and they kept the same lineup 
for Bahrain. The name of the team has changed 
because Volto and NFTO have merged into a 
five-member squad with different lineups for 
indoor and outdoor competition and Siân Stokes 
also joined the outdoor lineup this year. 

NFTO members Anna Hicks, Vana Parker and 
Siân Stokes were coming to Bahrain off the back  
of a fantastic outdoor season, winning gold at the 
British Nationals, silver in the World Parachuting 
Championships and silver in the Indoor European 
Championships. Kate Lindsley also returned from 
Australia after competing with Microclim8. Similar 
to the Open category, they had the same challenge  
of coming straight from the end of a long outdoor 
season and two back-to-back world meets within a 
few weeks. 

Unlike the Open category, the top spots in  
Female 4-way were not as predictable. The French 
girls were competing with their new lineup, Russia 
always bring a strong lineup and so do Sweden. 
Team GB was also represented by another two 
teams: Satori W and Zephyrus. 

Satori W, player coached by Julia Swallow, had 
a strong lineup. Ane Brentford returned to 4-way 
after breaking several British Records in 8-way this 
year, while Maria Russell also made her international 
return to the 4-way competition circuit. The team 
was completed by Cath Leather, making her 
international debut to world competition. 

Completing the delegation for Team GB was 
Zephyrus (Fiona Lee, Lucy Westgarth, Emily Aucutt 
and Ellie Southworth), with the youngest member  
of the delegation – 25-year-old Emily Aucutt –  
flying point. Something tells me we are going to  
see these ladies progressing through the ranks at 
future international events. 

On day one of the meet, NFTO had a good start 
and matched the speed of some of the top Open 
teams, but lost a few points to busts. By Round 4, 
they were in first place with a five-point lead over 
the French. They excelled well into day two, 
building their lead and leaving them 16 points ahead 
going into the last day. They eventually finished the 
meet with a 24-point lead on the French and the 
gold! This was the first FAI gold medal in Formation 
Skydiving for Great Britain since Storm in 2008. 
The Swedish team’s experience saw them take the 
female bronze medal comfortably. 

Team GB were not only represented well in 
Bahrain with competitors, but they also took over 
with an all-British commentary team of Regan 
Tetlow, Rai Ahmed and Emma Mattacola on the  
live stream. A big shout-out should also go to  
Adam Mattacola for doing an awesome job as  
meet director. 

T H E  S P I N  T H I N G
NFTO rounded off an 

amazing 2018 by adding 

an FAI gold medal to their 

collection at the World  

Cup of Indoor Skydiving

WORDS: KATE LINDSLEY

NFTO are 

Number  

One, by  

John Rogers
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XRW looks great, we all 
know that. But what is it 
like from the inside?

XRW from the 
Canopy Pilot’s POV
By Brian Vacher

F
lying together in formation 
in any discipline requires 
teamwork. That remains  
the case in XRW but, as the 
canopy pilot in this game, 

you definitely get the impression that 
the skill is with the wingsuiters.  
As always, the sport of skydiving 
continues to offer new challenges  
for us to feel like a student all over 
again and XRW shows how amazing 
it is to fly a canopy that descends  
as fast as someone in freefall.

There are several important jobs 
that you have under the canopy. 
Firstly, the ability to hold heading 
and fly smooth, managing the small 
inputs necessary when flying such a 
small wing at high wingloadings. In my 
case, this ranges from a 67 to a 71 square 
foot canopy and a 3.3 to 3.6 wingloading. 
Incidentally, it’s one of the only times 
I’m allowed to wear a weight belt. I have 
also always felt that the canopy pilot is 
responsible for the pattern and 
navigation to get us all back to the DZ.

Having a wingsuiter flying next to 
you is slightly amusing, and the amazing 
visuals are obvious. When the rate of 
descent slows, hand docks, foot docks, 
surfs and combinations are all possible. 
The canopy pilot can help each person 
dock by reducing distance where 
possible and trying to absorb any impact 
caused by an overzealous approach. 
During the jumps, my mind often 
wanders back to the number of times 
over the years I have heard coaches in 
every discipline bang on about taking a 
grip without momentum and stopping 
before attempting to dock. I believe that 
this has never been as true as it is in this 
discipline. The slightest overeager 
contact starts the wing moving through 
oscillations, and these will continue to 
grow and grow until the formation has 
to be released and reset. Once grips are 
taken, the flying really starts because the 
wingsuiters adapt to ensure no pressure 
on the grip taken. The cool thing about 

P E R S P E C T I V E
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Mark Harris  
docks on Brian 
Vacher’s hand,  

by Andy Ford
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Double dock,  
by Andy Ford

Fordy-to-
English  
translator (!)

BV: Brian 

Vacher – 

UK Swoop 

competitor 

and PD team 

member  

who’s still 

fairly useful 

XRW: Extreme 

Relative Work 

– Extremely 

challenging 

or extremely 

stupid, though?

PLA: Parachute 

Landing Area 

– The big �at 

bit you’re 

supposed to 

land on 

CP: Canopy 

Pilot – Highly 

skilled dude  

we aim at

HP: High 

Performance  

– Twitchy  

and fast! 
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being the canopy pilot is that you have  
a good canopy above your head. As long  
as the wingsuiters understand wake 
turbulence and where not to fly,  
managing their visuals and positions  
can be as involved as a conductor  
working his way through a rendition of 
Jerusalem at the Last Night of the Proms.

The final part of being the canopy pilot, 
after watching everyone hurriedly track 
away when reaching the hard deck (great 
visuals again!), is asking everyone to stay 
out of the way of your final set-up point 
to bang in your well-deserved swoop. 

XRW from the 
Wingsuit Pilot’s POV
By Andy Ford

E
veryone has left the plane on 
a normal jump run, but I’m 
watching the GPS so we can go  
a little further out for a long 
flight back to the DZ. As we 

approach the edge of the zone, the pilot 
banks about 70˚ to the left so we have 
near enough a crosswind run in that 
allows us to make fewer turns in flight. 

I watch BV exit and, as the PD Peregrine 
67 rattles open, I give a little “Yippa!” on the 
comms – it’s never good to watch a cutaway 
at 13k on a $4,000 canopy. Anyway, he gets 
the canopy flying 90̊  left of aircraft heading 
and heads almost parallel to jump run. 

Leaving too early means I will struggle 
to maintain the relative height once I’m 
approaching, so I watch as the slider hits 
the risers and leave the plane hoping the 
brakes come off just after I’m out the 
door. Wait too long and it’s a long flight 
to get to the set-up, so timing is critical. 
Solid exit, good visual contact with the 
canopy as I dive and cut across, assessing 
the closing speed and descent rate as I  
go so I don’t arrive too high, too low or 
too fast and force a time-consuming 
second approach. Pretty much all of  
the set-up and approach is just like  
diving to a big-way in any discipline,  
but on the horizontal. 

With multiple wingsuit flyers, the later 
the slot is, the harder you can dive and 
with way more leeway to fly in from a 
wider position. I’m expected to arrive 
and dock fairly fast so we can set a final 
heading and ensure opening in a good  
spot to make it back. I think it’s worth 
mentioning that it’s even more important 
for the CP to make it to the DZ – a highly 
loaded HP canopy landing off the PLA  
can have many negative implications for 
the pilot beyond the wrath of the CI. 
We’ve managed it okay so far, but it’s  
easy to concentrate so hard on the 
formations, set-up and docks that 
navigation can suffer if we’re not careful. 

I’m 3ft from Brian’s outstretched hand 
and, if the canopy wing loading is correct 
and I’m flying the suit in a fairly relaxed way, 
then that’s 3ft from attaining our goal.  
If anything isn’t quite correct, it might as 
well be a hundred feet and that’s happened 
more than once. The comms take the 
guesswork and a lot of effort from the 

Surfing over 
Hinton, by  
Andy Ford

A world above,  
by Mark Harris

XRW 4-way  
plus camera,  

by Mark Harris
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flight, so I count down to arrival – normally 
to a James Bond theme tune – and pick  
up a grip. I’ve requested a different tune  
to arrive to more than once, without  
any luck.

Reaching the surf dock, where Brian’s 
feet are either side of my main tray, has 
become easier to the point where we can 
fly for most of the flight happily locked 
in with zero tension. It hasn’t always  
been this way and some rock and roll  
may have occurred on a couple of 
occasions, but we’ve let it go before it’s 
gotten too funky. The hand docks that 
were once a proper mission are now 
smooth enough that we can do basic 
FS-XRW without causing oscillation to 
the tiny HP wing and we’re looking to do 
some new unseen stuff in future as well  
as backfly docks and other formations. 

I am currently flying the PF Strix, as is 
Kraig, and I love the compatibility with 
this set-up. Meanwhile, Jamie and Mark 
fly the Squirrel Freak 2 with just as much 
success. As always, it’s about the flyer and 
not the suit. 

With 25 or so XRW flights in this team 
set-up, we’re fairly excited with the results 
and the images definitely tell the tale – we 
have way more time for each shot instead 
of a grab and go. The Fusion 360 from 
GoPro has made for some fun images to 
show the multi-wingsuit formations in a 
nice way. We still swap out the 
cameraflyer, though, because everyone 
wants a shot at docking and being in shot.

It’s still early days and, even after 100+ 
XRW descents, I still get that nervous 
jitter before exit and still sometimes fly 
straight past the CP cursing and wiggling 
inside the wingsuit in an effort to get 
more performance out of it when 
generally it’s my own inadequacies that 
are stopping me. The second one of the 
day is usually smoother. 

Whatever we decide to do, it always 
ends up with a grin (especially after 
dragging Brian to the scales for a pre-jump 
weigh-in, which he detests…), some great 
camaraderie, banter and gentle ribbing 
within the team. That’s what skydiving 
has always been about and, whatever  
your discipline, I hope you’re getting as 
much out of it as we are with this.

The technical stuff with exit weights, 
canopy sizes and how we set up a flight 
and techniques we use are hard to come 
across online, so it’s been trial and error. 
Luckily, I chatted with Pete Allum who, 
apart from being one of the most talented 
FS flyers and coaches, also does XRW.  
He was happy to discuss it and impart his 
experience, and that made our jumps a 
touch easier and smoother – cheers Pete.  

As with any discipline, 
levels are key to 
no-momentum docks. 
By Mark Harris

There will be a seminar hosted 

by Andy Ford and dedicated to 

exploring XRW at BPA Skydive  

the Expo 2019, where you can 

see some footage of what we’re 

managing to achieve. Bring your 

‘relevant’ questions, whether 

technical or otherwise. For more 

information, check out P18.







T H E  L O N G 

W A Y  D O W N

How to stay safe under 

canopy once your big-

way has broken off

WORDS: ALLY MILNE 

S
o, you approached on your 
radial, got on level, made it to 
your slot and picked up the 
grip. Your audibles went off 
and you tracked away in your 

team, separated and opened your canopy. 
What a rush with so many other people 
up there. Now you can relax. Right?

Most incidents and injuries on 
big-ways happen under canopy or due to 
canopy-related issues. This article is going 

to talk through how to reduce your risk 
and the risk to other people around you. 
If you do big-ways and you think this 
article doesn’t apply to you, then it 
definitely applies to you!

START AT THE START

Canopy safety begins with your canopy 
selection itself. It should go without 
saying that you should be fully familiar 
and very current on your canopy to take 
part in big-way skydiving. If you have a 
choice of canopies that you own, choose 
the one with which you are most familiar, 
with the most consistent openings and 
with good flare power. Sometimes people 
are criticised for taking their normal 
canopy if it is deemed to be very small. 
However, if everyone had exactly the 

same wing loading and opened at the 
same height, it would create even more 
canopy congestion.

Travelling to another DZ is a common 
feature of taking part in big-ways. It is 
important for you to familiarise yourself 
with the landing area(s), standard DZ 
landing pattern and location of wind socks/
arrows. Also, take the opportunity to note 
any out-of-bounds areas or areas downwind 
of objects that may cause turbulence, and 
make a rough plan for the current wind 
conditions that keeps you in a clear area.

Ensuring a good, clean, on-heading 
opening certainly helps on big-ways too. 
When packing, ensuring a neat pack job 
with all bungees in good condition, 
double stowed larger bungees on tight 
lines and even bulk distribution all help. 

1  Ally Milne’s 
10,000th jump  
at the Vertical  
World Record 
Tryouts, by  
Ewan Cowie 

2  47-way head 
down break off,  
by Ewan Cowie 

1

2
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Once the canopy begins to open, many 
people look up too early. During the 
opening, you should always look towards 
the horizon to help keep the canopy flying 
straight – looking at the canopy in the 
opening increases the chance of off-heading 
openings. Your body position should be 
symmetrical, with your hands ready to take 
avoiding action on the rear risers if necessary. 
Pulling on the rears during the opening is 
too easy to overdo and so accidentally induce 
a turn. Pushing the risers apart is good 
practice because people can subconsciously 
pull on them without even knowing.

UNDERSTANDING UNDER 

CANOPY 

Once the initial opening phase is complete, 
it is a good idea to keep flying away from 

the centre point of the formation to 
increase separation while looking all 
around you, even if that’s away from the 
landing area. This keeps you away from 
other canopies while you collapse or 
remove your slider and turn off your 
camera. Those who wear booties sometimes 
remove them at this point. Can you collapse 
your slider without looking up? If you 
can’t, it’s a good idea to practise before  
the next time you go big. Also, do you 
really need to remove your booties under 
canopy on the next few jumps?

Shortly after opening, the natural 
canopy stack will begin to form. Smaller, 
faster canopies will descend before bigger, 
slower canopies. As this happens, it is 
important to fly your canopy to its 
appropriate place in the stack while being 

constantly on the lookout for others in 
proximity. People on canopies who try to 
spiral, make big diving turns and try to 
get down faster are only upsetting the 
canopy stack. The same also applies to 
canopies holding on brakes and getting 
caught up by the next canopies in the 
stack. While flying your canopy in the 
pattern, you should maintain excellent 
all-round observation at all times, keeping 
your head up and your eyes moving to 
stay aware of other canopies in proximity. 

A canopy collision is caused by two 
canopies arriving at the same latitude, 
longitude and altitude at the same time. 
This is eight variables in total. All it takes to 
prevent this from happening is one person 
under one of these canopies removing one 
variable. If all it takes is one person,  

3  Anna Moxnes 
smiling in the base 
at the Vertical  
World Record 
Tryouts, by  
Ewan Cowie 

4  Setting up 
on the correct 
radials to  
approach a  
three-plane FS 
formation, by  
Joe Mann 

3

4
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make sure you are that one person. Remind 
yourself what to do in the event of a canopy 
collision by looking back at the great article 
in the August 2017 Skydive the Mag.

When flying our canopies at any time, 
and especially on big-ways, we should try 
to minimise the number of turns we make. 
With every turn we make, we increase 
risk. Common but unnecessary reasons 
for turning include misjudging where to 
make flight plan turning points, trying  
to get down quicker and S-turning to 
prevent overshooting.

Accuracy skills are important. When 
we have lots of other canopies in the air 
with us, our first priority should be to land 
safely and keep a safe distance between 
ourselves and others. If you are going to 
overshoot or undershoot slightly, you 

should just accept this and keep flying so  
as to prevent adding more turns. Too often 
in big landing areas, congestion is found 
around the beer line or the bus back to  
the DZ. Making use of the whole landing 
area to ensure that everyone has enough 
space to land is best. For example, if you 
open on the west side of the pattern, flying 
through all the canopies to land on the east 
side of the landing area isn’t a good idea.  
If you think you have to land on a soft, 
grassy bit of landing area every time for  
a good landing, then your canopy is too 
small for you and you should upsize for  
the sake of everyone else. If a pattern has  
been set for left- or right-hand turns, follow 
this all the way down. Even if it personally 
disadvantages you, good canopy teamwork 
requires we must all do our part.

TOUCHDOWN!

Now towards the final phase: the landing 
itself. The basic plan for a good landing is 
that we land in straight, parallel lines with 
flat and level canopies. Most big-ways put a 
turn limitation of 90̊  for the final stages, but 
this is a good general rule from opening until 
landing: you should never need to make a 
turn bigger than 90̊ . For those of you who 
are keen swoopers, remember that this isn’t a 
swoop comp and you are probably not going 
to impress the load organisers by smashing 
out a big turn. Even if you are going to land 
first and you think your airspace is clear, it’s 
a good example of discipline to follow the 
agreed pattern. Most events have people 
watching to ensure that this isn’t an issue 
and yellow cards are common for people 
who don’t fly within the team etiquette.

5  On a multi-aircraft 
bigway, break-off 
will usually be 
staged so the base 
tracks later than  
the outer waves.  
By Joe Mann 

6  A good dirtdive 
includes planning 
the canopy ride  
as well as the  
exit and freefall.  
By Joe Mann 

5

6



Landing arrows to dictate that everyone 
lands facing the same direction are 
common. Sometimes, if the wind is light, 
this may end up being slightly downwind or 
crosswind. If you are unable to land your 
canopy slightly downwind or crosswind, 
then you should seriously consider upsizing 
your canopy. Nothing looks cooler than 
walking off the landing area without a limp.

As soon as you have landed, you should 
turn and face toward where other canopies 
are coming from to ensure you can avoid 
a landing area collision. Do this before 
setting your brakes, sorting your slider  
or high-fiving your buddy!

Checking back in is an important part 
of a big-way. It is vital to check only 
yourself in, because checking in a friend 
you’ve not actually seen yet may have the 

IN BRIEF 

•  Choose the right canopy

•  Familiarise yourself 

with the DZ

• Pack neatly

•  Keep �ying away  

on opening

•  Fly your slot in the 

canopy stack

•  All-round observation 

throughout

• Minimise turns

•  Land in parallel lines  

in an uncrowded area

•  Follow the pattern

•  A good �are with a  

�at and level canopy

•  Look out on the  

landing area

• Check back in!

unintended consequence of leaving them 
out in the landing area while injured.

Taking part in big-ways creates a special 
feeling of belonging to a large group of 
people who are all working toward a 
common goal. The best big-ways are driven 
by great teamwork and camaraderie, and 
this teamwork extends to the canopy part of 
the skydive. The biggest test in big-ways is 
not personal skill, but discipline. This starts 
at exit and ends once you have checked back 

in. Getting canopy coaching is just as 
important as freefall coaching, and one day 
it may save your ass! Remember, you can 
always swoop the next time you’re at the DZ.

Ally Milne holds world records in Head 
Down, Sitfly and FS Big-way. He jumped 
his PD Valkyrie on all of the records, and  
he is sponsored by Performance Designs, 
United Parachute Technologies, Airtec, 
Boogieman and Cookie Composites.  
Contact him at allymilne@live.co.uk. 

7  Two Dorniers 
and a Caravan 
raining skydivers 
over Hibaldstow,  
by Joe Mann 

8  A safe canopy 
ride is one that 
starts in clear 
airspace, but it 
doesn’t end until 
everyone is safely 
back on the ground. 
By Joe Mann.
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U P  T O 

E L E V E N

What happens when you combine a moment of inspiration, 

the Beast from the East, an impeccably scientific estimate 

and a lot of enthusiastic wingsuiters? 

1



WOMEN’S WINGSUIT RECORD

 December 2018    45

WORDS: KAT INSALL

I 
first met Rachel Walker in 2017 
at the ‘March of the Penguins’ 
wingsuit boogie in Texel. She had 
seen a group of Polish wingsuiters 
spontaneously put together a 
Polish formation at that event  
and that got her thinking: how 

many of us British wingsuiting women 
were around, and was there already a 
British Women’s Record?

Now, I have to admit that my first 
thought was that I’m not a huge fan of 
the idea of ‘Women’s’ events, particularly 
in skydiving where we are already free  
to participate equally. But did I want to  
do more wingsuiting and meet more 
wingsuiters? Yes, of course! Also, as a  
fun jumper committed to not taking  
my skydiving too seriously, the chance  
to be part of a record is not normally 
something that comes my way and  
that sounded pretty cool too.

Rachel confirmed with the BPA that 
there was no Women’s Formation Record 
yet so, over the next few months, we got 
in touch with all of the female wingsuiters 
we knew in the UK. It was only when I 
realised how very few of us there are that 
it struck me this was something pretty 
special. Here are some rough numbers:
• 66 million people in the UK
• Around 6,000 of those are full 
BPA members
• Around 700 of those are estimated 
to be women (based on querying 
membership titles Miss, Mrs, Ms and Dr).

In our totally scientific census approach 
(asking everyone we could think of), we 
found around 25 UK wingsuiting women. 
Narrowing that down to those who have 
WS2, are current and actually still in the 
UK meant we were looking at a group of 
around 7-14. The great thing about there 
being so few of us was that anyone with a 
bit of flocking experience was welcome; 
this wouldn’t be an exclusive event. 
There was plenty of time for those of  
us with less experience to get ready.

HOW HARD COULD IT BE?

Rachel spoke to Pilvi Juvonen, who had 
recently organised the first Finnish 
Women’s (and National) Wingsuiting 
Formation Record, and Pilvi was very 
encouraging. They both shared the view 
that it’s important to encourage more 
women into wingsuiting by showing that 
we can achieve amazing things when we 
get together. Perhaps a Women’s  Record 
would encourage a few more.

The Finnish ladies had also inspired 
me. Several of the women in their record 
group had been in the same beginners’ 
group as me at the Finflock Wingsuit 
Boogie the year before, so I was impressed 
to hear that they had progressed to be 
national record holders just a couple of 
months later.

We set a date for the end of July 2018, 
then booked a BPA Judge, a cameraflyer 
and a DZ. Netheravon was the obvious 
choice because many of the group are 

regulars there, including resident coach 
Elana Cain, and they have plenty of 
experience hosting wingsuit events.

Skip to 2018 and our training was off 
to a slow start. By May, I had only done 
one wingsuit jump in approximately nine 
months. The ‘Beast from the East’ had 
scuppered my winter jumping plans and 
we lost a couple of the group to injuries 
before the season had even begun.

STARTING AT THE START

Summer finally arrived and I got to jump 
with some of the group for the first time. 
For me, this was not so much about 

setting a record as giving myself a goal 
to stay current and improve my flying.  
I wanted to have fun and meet more 
wingsuiters. Well, after only one good 
weather weekend, I had done all those 
things and felt we had already achieved  
a lot! I had made more effort to get 
current than usual, jumping in cold 
weather and visiting new DZs. I met a 
whole bunch of awesome new wingsuit 
friends this year – not just the brilliant 
women on the record attempt, but 
everyone I jumped with along the way  
to practise for it. The less experienced of 
us had done their biggest flocks to date 

Record 
participants:

Rachel Walker

Amii Calway

Carol Beaumont

Melissa Gray

Margarita 

Shatalina

Ellie Marshall

Jackie Harper

Elana Cain

Emma Reynolds

Liz Moor

Kat Insall

Camera:

El Booteo Bill

Eric Dangoor

BPA Judge:

Liz Warner
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and progressed brilliantly, while the more 
experienced in the group got to share their 
coaching skills.

I still saw myself as a beginner, but 
quickly realised it was not my turn to be 
the newbie any more – I had to step up 
and be confident in any slot and any exit.  
It wasn’t enough just to make it to my  
slot now; I had to really work on staying 
there too. Staying still is not something 
that comes naturally to me! You only  
need one picture of everyone in slot for  
it to count, but the chances of getting  
that shot will be pretty slim unless 
everyone can hold their slot for most  
of the jump. In an unlinked formation,  
it can be hard to judge whether you are 
really in your slot or not. You need to 
match your distance with several people 
around you to make a symmetrical 
formation, not just get as close as possible 
to the base. Even though I knew I was 
improving, the more flocking I did, the 
more I realised I still had to learn.

REACHING FOR THE SKY
After a great few weeks of summer, I felt 
current and ready when our planned 
record attempt date came round in July. 

Unfortunately, the forecast that weekend 
was so hopeless we had to cancel. It would 
then be another two months until we 
were able to get everyone together again 
for a backup date, with no chance of any 
training weekends together.

By our backup weekend at the end of 
September, my burst of currency had 
fizzled out and I was sceptical about the 
weather. However, the weekend turned 
out beautifully. The postponement was 
actually a good thing in the end; we got 
Ellie and Emma back, both of whom 
made incredible recoveries from injuries 
just in time. 

We had 11 amazing women ready to 
fly and Netheravon looked after us well. 
Elana led the flock, Spike Harper helped 
coach us and our cameraflyers were  
Al and Eric. We had a wide range of 
experience in the group and had never 
jumped together before. Our most 
experienced lady was Jackie with more 
than 1,500 wingsuit jumps, while our 
newest was Emma who had only 15  
before that weekend!

After two warm-up jumps in two 
smaller groups, we all jumped together 
as an 11-way. The improvement over a 

couple of jumps was huge. We probably 
could have claimed a smaller ‘first’ record 
early in the weekend, but I was glad we 
didn’t. Everyone in the group was so  
nice to jump with and we were so close  
to getting everyone in; I really wanted  
us all to be part of it. From my slot, I 
couldn’t tell how the jumps had gone 
until we watched the videos afterwards. 
Then, even when the formation looked 
good on video, would it be good enough 
for the grid? 

After six jumps and a lot of time poring 
over laptops to examine pictures, our 
judge confirmed that we had an 11-way  
on September 30. We set the first British 
Women’s Wingsuit Formation Record.  
Did someone say ‘beer’?

On our last jump, cameraflyer Al 
slipped while trying a new float exit and 
fell off the plane early! But, as luck and 
amazing recovery skills would have it, 
he still managed to get back into position 
in time to get the winning shot of our 
best formation.

I’ll leave you with a word of advice 
from coach Spike on getting into slot:  
“If you want to be on the record, just...  
be there.” 

‘Our most experienced lady was Jackie with more 
than 1,500 wingsuit jumps, while our newest was 
Emma who had only 15 before that weekend!’

3

1  The new British 
Women’s Wingsuit 
Record 11-way, by 
Al Bradie 

2  Kat Insall exits 
as last diver on a 
warm up jump, by  
Al Bradie 

3  (L-R)Top: 
Alastair Bradie, 
Carol Beaumont, 
Amii Calway,  
Elana Cain,  
Kat Insall
Bottom: Melissa 
Gray, Jackie Harper, 
Margarita Shatalina, 
Rachel Walker, 
Emma Reynolds,  
Liz Moor,  
Ellie Marshall,  
Eric Dangoor.  
By Zack Wellock
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B E E C H  T O 

T H E  B E A C H
If you read ‘Making an entrance’ in the August Mag, you’ll have seen that display jumps are  

typically done for the benefit of the audience, not the skydiver. Andy Kilpatrick, of Altitude Brothers 
and Algarve Freefly and Tracking Coaching, decided to look at display jumps in a different light…

PHOTOS: MICHAEL LOVEMORE
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F
rom the tender age of 15, I have 
enjoyed surfing the consistent 
waves of Putsborough Beach 
amid the beautiful North 
Devon scenery and made 

many memories there growing up.
Years later, I found myself arranging 

events at Dunkeswell and the idea of ‘Beech 
to the Beach’ became a challenge I had to 
take. Being fairly new to skydiving at the 
time, I approached this task very naively.  
My mindset of “How hard can it be?” 
quickly changed to “Is this even possible?”

After navigating my way through the 
BPA Operations Manual and believing I 
had an understanding of how to accomplish 
my mission, it was time to get to work. 
There were two routes to try and make this 
possible while ensuring we were compliant 
with the rules outlined by the BPA: you can 
go through the process to approve the space 
as a PLA or you can arrange a display with 

the support of a display team. The sea 
being so close to the PLA made the first 
option impossible, so a display was the 
only way forward.

So what do you need to 
arrange a display?
• A display team leader (ours was 
Andy Shaw from the Hornets)
• All skydivers to be display cleared
• B Licences or above all round
• 20 jumps each in last three months
• More than 100 descents each
• Five consecutive pre-declared landings, 
each within 10 metres of the centre
• The landowner’s permission
• A ground crew
• A plane 
• The CAA (informed)
• Airspace clearance (arranged)
• The police (alerted)
• The RNLI (notified)

The first big hurdle was finding a suitable 
beach where it was possible to speak to the 
landowner in order to gain their permission 
because most of the beaches are owned by 
the National Trust or are part of a Royal 
Estate. Putsborough Beach was the perfect 
example – it’s privately owned, measures 
2.5km x 400m and faces west with a 
near-constant wind from the sea that  
makes it even more suitable to complete  
the jump safely. After two years of 
conversations with the landowner at 
Putsborough Beach, we were all systems go! 

The weeks leading up to the event were 
very challenging and frustrating at times. 
For most of the skydivers, this was their 
first display and step-by-step guidance 
was a necessity. On the day of the jump, 
many people had last-minute paperwork 
and pre-declared landings to complete. 
Once everyone had achieved their display 
rating, a detailed briefing with all 32 

1  Tracking on a 
full-altitude lift on 
the day of the demo. 
Sadly, the demo 
itself could only  
go to cloud base

2  Grins all round 

3  Richie Taylor 
touches down safely 
at Putsborough

4  A beer at sunset 
on a beach you’ve 
just landed on – 
perfect 

4

3
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skydivers was held. Andy Shaw did an 
awesome job of covering all the safety 
elements and discussing what all the 
skydivers should expect during the flight, 
dropping of the WDI, smoke and landing 
patterns. As Dunkeswell Airfield is 839ft 
above sea level, the equipment also had to  
be adjusted – altimeters and AAD altitudes 
needed to be increased to compensate for  
the changes in take-off and landing altitudes. 
Those who wanted to jump with a camera  
or fly flags or who intended to do high-
performance landings needed additional 
clearance from Andy, the team leader.

Each plane was split into a few groups 
of trackers, freeflyers, belly formations and 
wingsuiters. During the day, each group 
practised their jump and all were aiming  
for some awesome visuals over the beach.

The inevitable time crunch came in 
the run-up to departure. Orchestrating  
32 skydivers to be ready for two loads  
was a momentous task and Andy didn’t 

miss a detail in preparing everyone to be 
ready on time. There is huge potential  
for mistakes to creep in with the vast 
number of details to get right. We were 
very lucky to have such an experienced 
and articulate team leader in Andy, who  
is ex-Red Devils and who was essential to 
the smooth running of the event.

We had the feeling of flying “the 
Mach loop” during the 60 miles from 
Dunkeswell to Putsborough Beach, with 
Rob piloting the superfast Beech99 over 
the breathtakingly beautiful North Devon 
countryside. The excitement, nerves and 
anticipation were clear on the plane; 
there were none of your usual glazed 
looks of people waiting to get to altitude.

 
Altitude denied

The dream to track, wingsuit, make some 
formations and freefly over the beach would 
have made for great visuals but, thanks to 
our typical UK weather, this was not meant 

to be. The jumpmasters changed to the 
back-up plans on arrival once the cloud 
base altitude was confirmed. The first 
planeload of 17 all exited at 4,000ft and 
the second load of 15 exited at 5,500ft.

Even without the expected freefall, 
everyone who landed on Putsborough Beach 
was buzzing! Everyone landed in the arena 
safely and some onlookers on the beach 
were suitably impressed by this random 
spectacle. The RNLI team, who observed the 
entire thing from their 4x4, thanked us 
afterwards for their evening’s entertainment 
and hoped we would be back to do it again. 
The beer was flowing and burgers were 
eaten while we watched the sunset over 
the beach we just landed on and we soaked 
up the good vibes after a great experience 
for everyone. The party carried on during 
the coach ride and late into the evening. 

Everyone will remember me saying 
“Never again”, but that’s only until next 
time... 

5  Making the right 
call – if it’s too 
cloudy to jump,  
the JM needs to 
abort the run-in. 
Taking it down  
to cloud base  
shows strength  
of character.  
Don’t be peer 
pressured into 
jumping anyway; 
always take  
the safer and  
legal option!

6  Altitude Brothers 

Andy and Jonny 
Kilpatrick 

7  Accuracy on 
the middle of the 
cross... nailed it!

5 6
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T H E 

F U T U R E ’ S 

B R I G H T
The Freefall Camera Project are back and they’ve  

been busy refining their ingenious design…

WORDS: DAVID ALATORRE AND PETE STOREY

I
t has been a long time 
since we published a 
substantial update on our 
crazy project. Since our 
last update in the Mag  
in August 2014, we have 
completely redesigned 

the Freefall Camera three times 
over, manufactured countless 
components, carried out more 
wind tunnel tests and finally 
tested the latest concept from  
a plane over East Devon.

The original concept was 
designed to comfortably fit 
a relatively large parachute  
(a 30sqft PD Optimum), 
resulting in a diameter of 
300mm. Thanks to physics, this 
meant that the weight required 
to achieve human terminal 
velocity was more than 7kg. 
For comparison, the heaviest 
allowable number 16 bowling 
ball weighs 7.26kg. Although 
the weight brought us several 
advantages such as good 
controllability and stability, 
there was little chance of  
ever being allowed to use it  
in UK airspace.

BACK TO THE 

DRAWING BOARD

The first redesign was 
intended to reduce the 

test it from a plane, 
so the third complete 

redesign was to further 
develop the miniature 

Freefall Camera concept 
and get it ready for live tests. 
After wind tunnel flights, 
deployment tests, multiple 
design changes and countless 
emails with the authorities,  
we finally got the green light.

YOU HEARD IT 

HERE FIRST…

In June 2018, we completed 
the world’s first Robot Relative 
Work skydives at Skydive Buzz 
in Dunkeswell.

Some things worked really 
well. The robot’s terminal 
velocity was comfortable, it 
captured footage throughout, 
we were able to catch it at  
the end of the jump and  
the emergency parachute 
deployment system worked  
as planned.

Some things caught us 
by surprise, though. The 
placement of its control 

diameter to 
250mm while 
keeping the control 
surfaces and parachute the 
same. This would allow us to 
reduce the weight to less than 
5kg – equivalent to a slightly 
lighter number 11 bowling ball.

The second redesign started 
as a thought experiment to 
remove everything that was 
not essential. The result was 
a radical size reduction to a 
diameter of 100mm, roughly 
similar to a grapefruit, and a 
weight of about 1kg. This 
concept sacrificed some of  
the functionality of the larger 
robots because the large 
ram-air canopy was replaced 
with a small round emergency 
parachute. The intention 
became to have the skydiver 
catch the robot prior to 
deployment and attach it to 
their harness for landing.

The dramatic reduction in 
weight made us optimistic 
about obtaining permission 
from aviation authorities to 

surfaces made the robot 
wobble in freefall,  
rendering the video  
slightly nauseating. We  
also failed to predict that  
the small gap between the 
centre of mass and the 
parachute attachment  
point would result in  
a violent deployment 
(imagine if your canopy  
was attached to your feet) 
that damaged the parachute 
tray and outer shell.

We are currently applying 
what we have learned to 
our fifth design, which will 
incorporate elements of all 
four previous versions as 
well as some new ideas.  
We are hopeful that the track 
record we have established 
this year will allow us to 
seek permission for testing 
larger, more capable robots 
in the near future. 

We will be revealing the 

latest Freefall Camera 

design and showing 

footage of the tests at our 

BPA Skydive The Expo 

talk in January 2019 and 

we’re looking forward to 

seeing you there! For more 

information, check out P18.

David Alatorre 
holding the 
remote while Pete 
Storey looks on

(L and R)  
Pete Storey,  
by the Freefall 
Camera! 
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Catching the  
Freefall Camera,  
by David Alatorre
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PROGRESSION ZONE

S H O U L D  I 

S T A Y … O R 

S H O U L D  I 

L E T  G O ?



A good FS exit is a thing of beauty. The point 

flyer at the top of the formation can look  

down at their entire team spread out below 

them, like a magic carpet of grips and booties.

The tail flyer can look up and see the same 

uni�cation of many bodies into one flying 

surface, all presented at the same angle. 

There’s even a brief moment when Tail can 

pretend they’re the world’s strongest human; 

arms aloft and balancing a tower of teammates 

above them.

It doesn’t always work quite like that, 

however. Sometimes, despite the best intentions 

of timing and presentation, it all goes rather 

wrong. So what are the top tips?

• Know when to hang on. If all or most of the 

grips are intact, sometimes if everybody arches 

hard then the formation can right itself just as 

quickly as it was wronging itself.

• Know when to let go. If the formation is 

spinning hard or different team members are  

in different orientations, it might be the right 

decision to split into solos for a few seconds, 

reset and get back together. Perhaps you could 

be a hero and hang on, but the altitude is ticking 

away and you probably didn’t pay £23 to rodeo 

your teammates all the way to break-off.

• Know that the decision to hang on or to let  

go is one that takes experience to get right.  

All experienced FS flyers have thrown away 

salvageable exits, and have also hung on to 

bucking broncos for far too long.

• If it does all blow apart, take a second to look 

around and identify where everybody else is. 

Building to the lowest person is often helpful 

– there’s no point in the three closest people 

getting straight back together if they then 

spend the rest of the jump waiting for someone 

who’s low to try and float back up. It’s far easier 

to go to them.

• Avoid target �xation. It can make you feel 

panicky if you see others getting back together 

and you aren’t yet part of the formation. But if 

you rush, the chances are higher that you’ll 

come in like a wrecking ball and take the 

formation out again. Slow down and remember 

your skills: move, stop, grip.

• Smile. There’s a good chance you’re going  

to be on the bar tape later and that people  

will be cheering you. You might as well enjoy 

your moment!
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PROGRESSION ZONE

N E W 
C O A C H E S
The DZs given are the ones where 

the coach achieved their rating, but 

they may be available to coach at 

other DZs. Congratulations to all.

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

Chris Sears, Sibson

Patrick McHugh, APA

David Lee, JSPW(N)

Emma Reynolds, LPS

BASIC TRACKING COACH

Jason Mackenzie

Patrick McHugh, APA

Nancy Grieger

CF COACH

Alexander Lilburn, APA

FS COACH

Paul Haber�eld, Beccles

Kevin McNally, Beccles

Patrick Brennan, Beccles

Oscar Ball, Peterlee

Andrew Kilpatrick, Dunkeswell

Jodie-Leigh Foster, Langar

Michael Baller, Go Skydive

Terence Hughes, Cyprus

Andrew Smith

Douglas Fowler, Swansea

FF COACH

Neil Wilcox, LPS

Brandon Maxwell, Beccles

TRACKING COACH

Neil Wilcox

Parting is such sweet 

sorrow, by Joe Mann. 

If it does all fall apart, 

try to locate where 

everyone else is – but 

beware rushing, 

which could take the 

formation out again

A thing of beauty, by Joe Mann: 

a good FS exit is a joy to behold



20% off course deposits with code SKYDIVE2018
 *offer expires 31 December, 2018
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SAFETY ZONE

The BPA’s Safety and Training Committee 

meets every two months at BPA HQ in Leicester. 

Every Chief Instructor in the BPA is a member 

of STC and Jeff Montgomery, our Safety and 

Technical Officer, is its Chair. 

One standing agenda item is to discuss all 

the injuries, malfunctions and other incidents 

that have happened in the previous two months, 

to try to spot trends and inform action to make 

British skydiving safer. The busy summer 

months often gives the committee the most  

to talk about. Here is a summary of what 

happened between the STC’s July and 

September 2018 meetings.

Injuries
There were nine Student Injury reports, involving 

five males and four females. All the injuries 

were on landing and six were minor. One student 

fractured her fibula and dislocated her knee 

following a ‘high �are’ landing. One broke his 

ankle on landing while another fractured his  

hip after hitting a combine harvester parked  

on the PLA. 

There were 14 Injury reports (12 males and 

two females) for A Licence parachutists or 

above. Two were the result of freefall collisions. 

One jumper fractured a bone in her arm and 

another dislocated his shoulder. One felt faint  

in the aircraft and landed with the aircraft. 

Another suffered whiplash during a hard 

opening, in which his helmet was thrown off.  

The rest were on landing – one minor, one 

dislocated shoulder, the rest resulting in broken 

bones, including two with broken femurs 

sustained during high-performance landings. 

There were seven Tandem Injury reports 

received (five males and two females), which 

included two dislocated shoulders and a  

broken ankle. The others were minor injuries. 

One mature student had a minor cut to his  

lower leg, caused by his shoelace coming 

undone in freefall. He was 100 years old. 

Malfunctions
There were five Student Malfunction/Deployment 

Problem reports received, involving four males 

and one female. In total, 35 Malfunction/

Deployment Problem reports were received  

for A Licence parachutists or above (29 males 

and six females). 

Of the jumpers involved, nine had less than 

100 jumps, nine had between 100 and 1,000 

jumps and 17 had more than 1,000 jumps, 

including four who had in excess of 8,000 

jumps. There were also 12 Tandem Malfunction/

Deployment Problem reports received. 

Incidents
There were 11 ‘off landing’ reports received, 

including two Tandems, two first jump students 

and a display off landing. A further nine reports 

involved items coming off jumpers in freefall 

or under canopy: three cameras, five helmets, 

including a Tandem leather helmet, one Student 

radio and a knife.

Aircraft featured in three reports, all involving 

DZ infringements. In two cases, the DZ controller 

had to hold the jump aircraft until gliders had 

left the DZ. In the third, a Cessna 172 had to  

take avoiding action after seeing a 3-way FS 

formation in freefall. 

An incident occurred in which an Instructor 

carrying out a pre-jump check on an AFF 

Consolidation jump student noticed that the  

AAD appeared to be switched off shortly  

before the planned exit. The student and  

an AFF Instructor landed with the aircraft.  

The lift had taken off around 9am. The student’s 

�ight line check had been carried out and  

signed for by an AFF Instructor, who was certain 

that the AAD was on. On further investigation, 

it was discovered that the equipment had been 

issued earlier that morning and had also been 

issued the previous evening, when the AAD had 

been switched on. Therefore, when the AAD 

was issued in the morning, it was still on from 

the evening before. The AAD was sent back to 

Airtec, who confirmed this was the case. 

In another incident, a group of freefall 

jumpers fell past a group of CF jumpers.  

A number of Tandem jumpers exited the 

aircraft followed by the 3-way group of CF 

jumpers at 12,000ft. All were observed by the 

DZ control. Approximately five to six minutes 

later, the Tandems landed normally. A further 

two minutes later, the PTO’s second aircraft 

called for a ‘clear drop’. The DZ controller 

checked the airspace and believed it was clear. 

However, he did not see the CF group that was 

about half a mile south of the exit point and  

had forgotten that the group was still under 

canopy at approximately 6-7,000ft. 

The first group of freefallers, a 4-way tracking 

group, passed the CF group at about 4-5,000ft. 

Two of the tracking group did not see the CF 

jumpers until they were under canopy. One other 

member of the tracking group saw the group 

while in freefall. None of the other freefallers saw 

them. The CF jumpers saw the freefallers pass 

them but did not feel that they were too close. 

A lesson has been learnt regarding the 

different disciplines and multi-aircraft operations. 

 

We can all learn lessons from the mistakes 

and misfortune of others. If you would like to 

read this summary every two months, please 

download the STC minutes from bpa.org.uk, 

which are located under Agendas and Minutes  

in the Members section.

Thumbs up for safety, 

by James Stevenson

A combine harvester and an untied shoelace both featured in the 

latest BPA data on injuries, malfunctions and other incidents

A  S U M M E R 

O F  S A F E T Y
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G E A R  Z O N E

Tonfly TFX
For years, we skydivers have 

generally relied on helmets 

with fewer safety ratings than 

marshmallows. Our helmets  

are comparatively expensive  

and haven’t really gone through 

any proper testing. Thankfully,  

the market is slowly changing 

thanks to manufacturers like 

Cookie and now Tonfly as well. 

The Tonfly TFX is a modular 

full-face helmet which allows  

the user to open just the visor, 

as on a normal full-face, or the 

entire front part of the helmet, 

which Tonfly says helps with  

the �t as well as meaning you  

can easily communicate with 

others on the ground without 

taking the helmet off.

Made of carbon and aramid 

�bres, the shell features a shock-

absorbing EPS liner that can 

accommodate two audibles and 

is removable for washing. There 

are three sizes of liner for each 

shell size, giving a total of 33 

different size combinations.

By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

GEAR ZONE

BULLETINS

Vigil PSB-02-2018
AAD, makers of the Vigil, have 

been made aware of a unit that 

has �red on the ground due to a 

compromised flexible electrical 

connection in the unit. They have 

released a mandatory Product 

Service Bulletin. 

Affected units are between  

the serial numbers 16000 and 

21999, though not all numbers  

in this range are at risk. Affected 

units will need to be returned  

to AAD at your next repack or 

before December 2019.

To ease the pain of returning  

your unit, they’ll give it a full once 

over, update it to the latest Cuatro 

and �t a new battery which should 

see the unit through to end of life. 

vigil.aero/psb-check

Sunrise 
Manufacturing 
081018
Sunrise Manufacturing, creators  

of the Wings container, have  

issued a mandatory PSB for 

containers featuring their RSL  

with Reserve Boost MARD after  

a reserve deployment hesitation.

If you have an affected container, 

head to their website to see the full 

PSB which details how to modify 

the system. This will need to be 

done during or before your next 

reserve repack.

skydivewings.com

SWS 161810
SkyWideSystems, manufacturers 

of the Fire container, have released 

a recommended Information 

Bulletin for all containers featuring 

their RSL system. Although there 

have been no reported incidents, 

they have been made aware of the 

possibility of the RSL ring becoming 

snagged on the cable housing.

The �x is simple and the details 

can be found in the bulletin, which 

is available on their website.

sws.aero

UPT Mutant
Last issue, we told you about a 

completely revolutionary harness 

container system from UPT called 

the Mutant which can be taken to 

terminal. It has a few new handles 

on it, it could dramatically improve 

your swoop game and you probably 

can’t buy it. 

It’s now �nally available to order. 

However, it’s not quite as simple  

as just contacting your dealer.  

First, you need to register your 

details at l.uptvector.com/mutant 

and �ll out a form that’s going to 

ask you all about your experience. 

Tick the right boxes and you’ll be 

paired with one of UPT’s Global 

Mutant Ambassadors, through 

Flight-1, who will train you in the 

steps required to jump one. Get 

through all that and your order  

will hit the factory. 

Full details, including pricing, 

are available through UPT.

uptvector.com

refractive powers, material 

quality, temperature stability, 

light diffusion, surface damage, 

robustness and ignition! 

It’s available in nine different 

colours and, if you want to buy 

one, you’ll need to contact a TFX 

Authorised Dealer because it won’t 

be available through their website. 

tonfly.com

So what 

standards does 

the helmet 

comply 

with? Well, 

this one meets 

two different 

standards: the XP S 72-600 

– Helmets for skydiving and 

wind tunnel, European 

regulation (EU) 2016/425, 

and EN966: 2012 + 

A1: 2012 HPG for 

Airborne Sports, 

European Regulation 

(EU) 2016/425. Phew!

This means it was 

tested and passed 

tests for construction, 

shock absorption, 

penetration, retention systems, 

hot and cold conditioning and  

UV and water arti�cial aging. 

Want more testing? Well, 

the visor alone is rated to UNI 

EN166:2004 for Personal Eye 

Protection, UNI EN 167:2003 

and UNI EN 167:2003. This 

means it was tested for �eld 

of vision, lateral protection, 
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(PTOs) in the UK
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan

3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0FB
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft

6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield,  
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive99.com
skydive99.com

Three Beech 99s and Caravan
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan, Islander

8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Supervan 900 Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL

10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines
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11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Two Cessna Grand Caravans,  

guest aircraft 
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12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
generalenquiries@netheravon.com
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
enquiries@skydiveacademy.org.uk
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Supervan  

900 Cessna Caravan

15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, Oxfordshire 
OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Supervan 900 Cessna Caravan

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

19 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

20 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

21 Tilstock

Skydive Tilstock Freefall Club

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@skydivetilstock.co.uk
skydivetilstock.co.uk

Airvan

22 Beccles Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

23 Sibson Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

24 Weston

RAF Weston on the Green,

Bicester, Oxford OX25 3TQ

Currently military only

25 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@skydivewildgeese.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.org
skydivecyprus.org 

Cessna Grand Caravan

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

Sam Doughty, BCPA Chair 
mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

SOS

Skydivers Over Sixty

John Houghland
13 Bowers Croft, 
Cambridge, CB1 8RP  
johnhskydive@hotmail.co.uk

9

Affiliated DZs available to BPA members – how many have you jumped at?
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1  Alex Llewelyn on an 

FS1 jump with Stephen  

Ashley Smith, James  

Perry and David Picton,  

by Nigel Peacock

2  Danny French, Dave Tee 

and Matt Bannon’s flag jump 

in memory of James Brooke

3  Del Hopkins’ 6,000th jump, 

by Florin Cotofana

4  Tracking friends, by 

James Moran

5  Ali Shanker at 

the FAI World  

Parachuting  

Championships,  

by Dave Pacey

6  Simon Cresdee, by 

Brucie Johnson

1

PE
TE
RL
EE

GALLERY



 December 2018    65

5

NE
TH
ER
AV
ON

SW
IN
DO
N

CH
AT
TE
RI
S

GALLERY

6





 December 2018    67

BECCLES

JINGLE ALL THE WAY
The year is drawing to a close 

and Christmas is fast approaching.  

It only feels like yesterday when  

we were jumping out of planes  

in shorts and T-shirts, with the 

summer sun blazing and Pagey 

wearing his sunscreen!

With plenty of new skydivers and  

club jumpers passing through during 

the year, there will be lots of new 

parachutes and skydiving equipment 

on our Christmas lists. Let’s hope 

you’re on Santa’s ‘nice’ list!

Back in September, when the days were longer, we held our second 

Annual Beccles 4-way Speed Competition and, oh boy, was it a 

success. There was an amazing turnout from all of you awesome 

flyers... and Gary Murray. It was just a shame that I’m still cleaning 

éclairs off Tomo’s car.  

The evening of awards and competition results was held by Fanny 

Drench. A hearty tin of baked beans was awarded to Henry Digby – 

that should keep you full over the winter months! Team Foxtrot, the 

winners, consisted of Michael Wemyss, Lee Harding (winner for two 

years running), Andy Clements and Ashley Bunn, whose prize is still 

all over the club room floor! 

After the competition results, and with everyone in good spirits, we 

had a small fireworks display as a final farewell to our good friend 

James. Fly high, buddy.

And with that all said, we hope all of you crazy skydiving junkies have 

an amazing Christmas and an even better new year! Jingle bells all 

the way…

Over and out

Callum Kennedy

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Evaldas Bruzas, Joanne Cook, Oliver 

Derham, Ben Dukes, Emma Marshall, Daniel 

Mason-Smith, Ayo Najam, Hina Nizami, Wayne Smith  FS1  Jonas Bernotaitis, 

Rafael Garvao, Lee Jenkins, James Leather, Tom Lloyd, Yazmin Maskell   

FF1  Dave Tee  WS1  Ross Fisher  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Zifan Meng, 

Barry Woollard  200  Sara Rourke  600  Rhian Hogg  1,400  Callum Kennedy

BLACK KNIGHTS

BUSY END TO  

THE YEAR
Even though we have struggled between the weather forecasts, we 

have had a busy couple of months. We have seen a lot of our returning 

charities take to the skies, raising lots of money for their causes. 

As you can see by the achievement list, we have been handing out 

stickers left, right and centre. Huge congratulations go to everyone for 

their progress! Our students are also progressing nicely, and we hope 

to have them all qualified by the end of our season. Watch this space! 

We are not yet done with our events for the year. By the time this  

goes to print, we will have welcomed back Jim Bradwell for the FS 

big-way event. Well done to all those that attended. The wingsuit 

event organised by Matt and Steve was well received and some  

even gained their WS1s – congratulations guys! Thank you to Matt  

and Steve for your coaching and advice. I’m sure there will be many 

more wingsuit courses in 2019.

Huge congratulations go to Dan May on the birth of his new baby boy. 

We look forward to seeing him in the skies in 16 years. We also say a 

big well done to Paul, who has now officially achieved his Blackhawk 

Cessna Grand Caravan rating – not sure what’s scarier, Paul flying the 

plane or Paul on DZ control. 

Our annual Christmas party at Garstang Golf and Country Club will 

happen soon. We would like to thank all those who attend and say 

congratulations to those who win the end of year awards. The name  

of those who win will be announced in the next Mag. 

As the season comes to a close, we would like to thank all our staff, 

coaches, skydivers and students for their continued commitment to 

both the sport and to the DZ. 

Blue skies

Felix

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Alan Langton, Nate Williams  FS1  

Jess Critchlow, Chloe Pearson  FF1  Geoff Akien, 

Ralph Mitchell  WS1  Adam Crompton, Ralph Mitchell  TR1  James Allen, 

Matt Brears, Martin Jensen, Ralph Mitchell  TR2  Ralph Mitchell  JUMP 

NUMBERS  100  Craig Oliver-Walsh  200  Matt Brears, Adam Crompton, 

Hannah Hardy  400  Dave Mellor  1,000  John Welch  2,600  Elliot Mitchell  

THREE HOURS IN FREEFALL  Adam Crompton  FOUR HOURS IN FREEFALL  

Karl Goodwin  10 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Geoff Akien 

BRIDLINGTON

TANDEMS DO A  

GRAND JOB
As we start to enter the colder season, hardcore Yorkshire skydivers 

are breaking out the thermals and carrying on – except me. I am 

developing mild hypothermia and am wearing everything I own  

while jumping!

The past few months have been exceptional for progression of 

students. Our very own ‘Dick and Dom’ have entertained us 

throughout and have both progressed to 15-second delays without 

any repeat jumps. They prove to be so much fun and it is a pleasure  

to have them around the centre. 

Grahame Morris is also highly motivated and sneaking the jumps in, 

recently completing his first freefall. Grahame was the first student  

to jump one of our shiny new rigs – needless to say he fell over and 

covered it in mud. Graham will be learning the art of cleaning 

equipment and the ‘brush of shame’ is his new best friend. 

Kurt Plaschke has also returned to the club and is back on his  

student journey. 

Viktoria Ivanov has completed her static line course and first  

few jumps. It is fantastic that Viktoria is jumping with us, as  

her late husband Dennis was a much-loved member of our  

skydiving community.

‘Dangerous’ Dave Johnston has finally achieved his A Licence,  

which is great news. He must also be congratulated on his 

engagement to Amy Robinson. She is a very brave lady!

Skydive GB has reached a milestone because we have achieved  

more than 1,000 tandems in the year already. While that’s not  

many compared to the large centres, for us this was great news  

and it was only achievable due to our amazing staff, including 

instructors, pilots, ground staff, admin, canteen and marketing –  

so thank you all for your time and motivation over 2018.

NEWS

BECCLES

Rhian Hogg, by 

Yolande Lee

BLACK KNIGHTS

Team work, by  

Elliot Mitchell

CLUB ZONE
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We have finished jumping on Fridays for the year now, which is great. 

However, since we stopped every Friday has been sunshine and low 

winds - frequently followed by wind and rain on Saturdays and Sundays!

Skydive GB has developed an executive club of serial tandem skydive 

students. These four students are now in competition for jump 

numbers and we have a leader board. Lynn Robinson is presently in 

first place with a tally of 16 to date, so Mandy, George and Tony have 

some catching up to do. 

Our final operating weekend is the first weekend in December and we 

will reopen at the beginning of January. Over the winter, we will be 

tidying up the centre, sending the aircraft away for annual service and 

cleaning any rigs that Grahame has trashed. We plan to have a safety 

day prior to the new season and will confirm dates once they are 

arranged. This will include B Licence briefs if there is enough interest. 

Sara Orton

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Mike Butterfield, Jamie 

Heselden, Grahame Morris, Kurt Plaschke  

CAT8/CH1  Dave Johnstone

CARK

ROOKIES ROCKET  

TO TOP
There were medals galore for our CReW teams at the Nationals. 

Cark Sliders, Cark Crew and Cark Corner monopolised the medals at 

this year’s CF Nationals, all bringing silverware back north. Brooke 

Rawson scored a brilliant 14 points in time in her first competition, 

jumping the team to the top of the Rookie medal winners. Well done  

to all our teams who entered and competed at national level.  

Anyone wanting to learn more about the CRW discipline, please  

come and see Dave, Becky or George for some excellent coaching.

Our uni committee members have been working hard in recruiting 

their student fraternity this year. Unfortunately, most weekends  

have either been blown out or rained off, although the partying  

has made up for the bad weather. Well done for all the hard work  

you put into running your uni clubs and we’re crossing our fingers  

for some good weather soon.

An era is ending as Dennis, our current CI, will be retiring at the end  

of this year and Mike will be taking the helm as our new CI. Dennis  

has been at the centre for 30 years-plus and has been CI for more 

than 18 years. Congratulations to both Mike and Dennis, who will  

be taking up his new role at the centre once he returns from his 

three-month Asia trip. We will, of course, be celebrating with a little 

shindig in the New Year. 

We would like to wish all our staff, club regulars, uni committee 

members and all visiting jumpers a peaceful Christmas and happy 

New Year. 

Thanks go to everyone who has assisted us this year, with a huge 

thank you to all our staff for your continued work ethic and 

commitment. See you all when we reopen in February 2019. 

Stu Morris

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1 Malky Hunter CP2 Steve Simpson 

JUMP NUMBERS 50 Malky Hunter 1,200 Steve Simpson

CHATTERIS

COMING IN FROM  

THE COLD
As the season is starting to wind down, the cold is setting in, the 

winter thermals are out and only the hardcore are left to battle 

freezing temperatures at altitude. 

There will be coaching available until the last day before the 

shutdown, which will be from December 15 until February 9.  

The Christmas party takes place on December 1 and will feature  

a Rudolph Rodeo, cowboy fancy dress and BYOB – see our  

Facebook page for more details. The Chatteris Annual General 

Meeting takes place on site on December 15 at 5:30pm. 

Fun jumper Seb informs us that he has made a new tube, which  

we hope to test before the end of the year. This is after our tube,  

the same shade of purple as our Otter, was sadly lost last year in  

a tragic accident.

Of course, it wouldn’t be Chatteris news without mentioning our 

regular trip to the Algarve in October! Unfortunately, the weather  

was not too kind to us, but despite that we managed to get some  

good footage and pictures – check out the Gallery on P64.

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Steve Bailey, Marcin Kos  FF1 

Ella Holmes  TR2  Alex Matei  JUMP NUMBERS  

600  James Moran, Jan Zackl  1,000  Darren Drew

CORNWALL

BLUE SKIES
Before any mention of fun times and skydiving antics, there is 

an overwhelming need to talk of the sudden passing of a larger  

than life character.

We are saddened by the passing of Geoff Douglas and the news  

lies heavy in our hearts. We will miss his presence up the DZ  and  

he was never shy in expressing how very proud he was of both  

Debbie and Andy. Together, they have been a huge part of our  

very close, family-oriented club. Our thoughts and everlasting  

support are with Debbie and Andy. No doubt we will hear your  

voice in the skies over Cornwall keeping us all in check, Geoff.   

I can hear you telling me to get on with the club news and to share  

the fun times we’ve been having in the sky and what everyone has 

been up to, so here goes...

Ben Cornish just does not stop. He has been back out in Chicago for 

another month’s unlimited jumping and has returned home to the  

wild west to achieve his C Licence, TR1 and FF1. Massive respect.

The coastal crew have continued to make the most of the great 

summer we have had and regularly find themselves plummeting 

through the sky together. Us old boys at the DZ watch on and are 

reminded of the good old days where skydiving was all about fun  

CARK

Dave McMinn’s CRW 

exit, by Duncan

BRIDLINGTON

Mick Butterfield,  

by Alec Flint
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and having a laugh. Never do you walk off the landing area without 

smiles beaming, so long may it continue.

The moorland crew have battled against the midweek weather and 

are all progressing well. Kay achieved her A Licence. We hope to see 

you all on the coastal DZ next year.

Chief has reached a very impressive milestone, clocking up more  

than 1,000 hours of flying. We all appreciate and respect him for 

looking after us all, until the point when he kicks us out and leaves  

us to save ourselves.

There is a lot going on to keep our club ticking along the way it  

does and we all play an important part in making it run smoothly.  

To everyone involved with CPC, a huge thank from Chrissy, Dave  

and myself. Have a great Christmas and New Year, and we’ll see  

you all for more fun and beers soon.

UBI 

HEADCORN

STEVE’S A  

FAST WORKER
So, as 2018 comes to a close, 

let us look at the achievements of 

one of our members. Steve Joyce 

did his AFF training on July 3 and 

his Level 1  the following day. By 

July 19, he had his A Licence, his 

FS1 on August 12, his B Licence on 

August 30, his TR1 on September 

27 and he completed 100 jumps  

on October 7. 

Along the way, he had (almost) 

done a water jump – bad weather 

stopped play – and a round 

parachute jump. He wanted to  

do the latter on his 100th, but it 

was too windy so he jumped in  

his underpants instead! Steve 

clearly has quite a lot of time on  

his hands and a large deficit in his bank balance, but it is such a joy  

to see someone so enthusiastic and wanting to progress. His list of 

achievements is also a testament to his natural ability. Good on you 

Steve, and we look forward to seeing where you are at in a year’s time!

Sam Laming made his 1,000th wingsuit jump and his little brother  

Joe arrived in time to make the jump with him. It was good to see  

you back, Joe, even if it was only a fleeting visit.

Our ripcord rigs have recently been seeing a bit more light of day 

because we have had some progression through the category system, 

which is quite a rarity these days. Well done to Ben O’Brien, Jonty 

Pine, Christina Judd, Slavisa Mendebaba and Tom Garvin for your  

hard work and perseverance. It has also been good to see a boost  

in girl power here with Lucy Smith, Helen Terry, Sarah Lindsay  

and Phoebe Dunmow progressing through AFF and Christina Judd 

through the category system.  

Simon Soper managed a balloon jump with our new balloon pilot  

Caz. She had calculated the take-off point a bit too far upwind but, 

with excellent skills, using the winds at different levels and an  

hour airborne, she arrived overhead. Simon was able to exit and  

land on the PLA just in time for the first lift!

We are only operating three days a week now until December 16 and 

will then be closed until February 2 while the aircraft has its annual 

maintenance. Here’s looking forward to a fun-packed 2019!

Jane and Pete 

ACHIEVEMENTS
GRADUATED AFF  Chris Farthing, Sarah Lindsay, 

Peter Sonyak  CAT8/CH1  Seth Enticknap, Ben 

Hodges, Ben O’Brien, Jonty Pine, Simon Roberts, Helen Terry  CH2/JM1  

Warner Trim, Nick Weller  FS1  Mike Wood  WS1  David Williamson  WS2  

Vitaliy Zakrevsky  TR1  Steve Joyce  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Warner Trim, 

Nick Weller  100  Steve Joyce  200  Karen Collins, James Wigzell 

HIBALDSTOW

NFTO STRIKE  

GOLD AGAIN
With the Nationals fading into a distant memory, the top teams 

(sponsored by the Swallow Group) of NFTO and Satori XL headed 

for the World Parachuting Championships in Australia.

It was a great meet, as I’m sure we are all aware from Comps Zone  

on P21. Following on from their success in the Nationals, NFTO 

secured another medal for the cabinet with silver in the Female 

category and Satori XL placed joint seventh in the Open category.

NFTO next journeyed to Bahrain for the World Cup of Indoor Skydiving. 

Here, the team dominated the female category and increased their 

tally of gold medals for the year with a very impressive win over the 

French team. Well done!

Also at the meet were Satori W, consisting of Julia Swallow, Cath 

Leather, Ane Brentford and Maria Russell. Despite this being Julia’s 

first competition for two years and just 45 minutes of tunnel training 

as a new team, they came sixth in the female category. 

Julia and John McIver are joining forces to help you form a 4-way 

team for the 2019 season. This format, called Satori Academy, was 

very successful a few years ago and helped many skydivers form, train 

and compete for the Nationals. If you are interested and would like to 

be considered, please contact Julia at satori4wayteam@gmail.com.

The season hasn’t finished yet and we are still operating five days a 

week – Wednesday to Sunday – until December 16, which is our last 

jumping day. However, if you require any gift vouchers for family and 

friends as Christmas presents, the office is open until Christmas Eve. 

We reopen again on January 5 2019. 

Since the last write-up, we have sadly had to say goodbye to one of 

the truly nicest people in this sport – Aiden Chaffe. Aiden had been  

on the team here at Hib for a season. His nature was always happy, 

always daft and he was always willing to help everyone.  

CORNWALL

Damo tracking 

across the moor, 

by Ben

HEADCORN

Steve Joyce, by 

Jane Hopkins

HIBALDSTOW

Aiden Chaffe as 

we remember him, 

much missed by  

all at Hibaldstow
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His enthusiasm was second to none and he will be truly missed by us 

all. Our thoughts and prayers go to his family at this very sad time. 

There is a GoFundMe page, organised by his father Bryn, if anyone 

would like to make a donation to help his family. It has already had an 

amazing response from many friends and family. If you would like to 

donate, please visit gofundme.com/help-harry-and-olivia

Ash Kemp

ACHIEVEMENTS
CH2/JM1  James Convoy, Callum Donelly, Paul Friery, 

Conrad Johnson, Joe Lancaster, Nicky Risebury  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  James Convoy  200  Lee Shepherd  300  Jeni Berry  

500  Rob Johns  1,700  Brad Dimmock 

LANGAR

ALL SET FOR 
STUDENTS
Student season is well under way and we’re training lots of budding 

new skydivers every week. Congratulations to our new Instructors 

who went on their Category System Instructor course in November. 

They’ll be kept busy with all the uni students in the coming months.

Big congratulations go to the BPA delegation at the World 

Championships in Australia and especially to ladies FS team NFTO, 

featuring our very own Cath Anderson, who brought home a silver 

medal. There’s loads of FS skill and knowledge here at Langar, so 

come and jump with us to make the most of the coaching!

Langar’s ever-popular fireworks and Halloween party was a blast  

(pun very much intended), with the bar kept busy into the small  

hours and ‘met roulette’ being won en masse.

Once again, Langar welcomed the BCPA for its annual freshers event, 

getting all the new university jumpers into the social side of our sport. 

They may even have done a skydive or two…

Winter may be here, but we’re still open every day except Christmas 

Day. Please drop in to say hi and to get your jumping fix – and be sure 

to remember your thermals!

Chris Judd

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Gonzalo Garcia Luna  FS1  Balakumar 

Sriramulu  FF2  Lee Funnel  WS1  Rebecca Parkin, 

Mike Swann  WS2  Paul Monaghan  TR1  Hannah Broadbent, Cat Brown, 

Rebecca Parkin  JUMP NUMBERS  Rebecca Parkin, Mina Saweres  1,000  

Paul Monaghan  1,100  Matt Cumming, Ryan Garner  2,000  Jim Bradwell  

4,000  Chris Judd

NETHERAVON

A YEAR TO REMEMBER
The year is drawing to a close on a high, with a new Women’s 

Wingsuiting UK Record set at Netheravon in September and a great 

effort by DZ members at the FAI World Parachuting Championships in 

Australia in October.

There are full details elsewhere in the Mag, so we’ll just say 

congratulations to our successful Nethers wingsuiters Amii Calway, 

Emma Reynolds, Jackie Harper, Liz Moor, Margo Shatalina and  

Elana Cain, joined by Rachel Walker, Carol Beaumont, Kat Install,  

Ellie Marshall and Melissa Grey.

Congratulations also go to Harry Shanker, Alabama Deanna  

Shanker – at 19, the youngest competitor taking part – and Dave 

Pacey, who finished just outside the top 10 in their first Worlds,  

plus thanks to the support team. The experience bodes well for  

future major competitions. Footage of the event is available on  

the FSU Facebook page.

Meanwhile, two of our senior instructors are moving up in the world 

– one of them quite literally! Stacey Canning becomes our new  

Chief Instructor, taking over from present CI Mark Bayada, while  

Mark takes over the role of Chief Pilot from James Mitton, who is 

leaving the APA for pastures new. 

Stacey has been Mark’s right hand for many years, so she knows  

the job inside out. These changes are with immediate effect, so  

please note their new contact details if you need to get in touch.  

Mark can be contacted on chiefpilot@netheravon.com and Stacey  

at chiefinstructor@netheravon.com, with office telephone numbers 

remaining the same. We wish both Stacey and Mark the very best  

of luck and know they will be absolutely awesome!

Julie Cooper

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Saffron Bernard, Rachael Hutchinson, 

James Lord, Tim Peryer, Jack Peploe, Charlie Robson, 

Jon Stiles, Emma Wellock  CH2/JM1  Kate Holt  FS1  Dave Chandler, Kingsley 

Swan  FF1  Amii Calway  WS1  Bob Smith  CP1  Eion Kerr  TR3  Emma 

Reynolds, Elise Sharp  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Kate Holt, Dineash Pillai  200  

Lee Bagley, Kevin Bennett  300  Will Humphreys  500  Jeremy Millward  

800  Amii Calway  2,000  Jase Hughes 

PETERLEE

10,000 NOT OUT!
It’s been a record-breaking year at Peterlee. With only a few 

weeks left until the end of the season, we have already reached  

the tremendous milestone of 10,000 jumps. Well done and 

congratulations to all for making it happen.

CI Ian Rosenvinge has been keeping it in the family with his youngest 

daughter Niamh following in her father’s footsteps and taking to the 

sky, smashing through her AFF. Watch out BPA, there’s another 

Rosenvinge about!

Well done to Team Air Farce One members James Perry, Stephen 

Ashley Smith, Samantha Bainbridge and David Picton, who entered 

the BPA 4-way Nationals in the Rookie class and took sixth place.

AFF school manager Shell Meakins and teammates Adam Potter and 

Mark Guyatt came away with a medal at the Nationals, with their 

team CCB Freefly taking silver in the Intermediate Freefly category. 

There has been excellent progression this season. This year’s 

Supervan 900 upgrade has led to a noticeable increase in experienced 

skydiving numbers. Regulars and visiting skydivers have been taking 

advantage of the increased capacity and, coupled with the great 

weather, we’ve seen some fantastic achievements.

Even on the few weekends when the weather hasn’t been so kind to 

us, Ian ‘Geordie’ Batey has led the push to progress by organising 

progression days like our B Licence Day. Thanks go to Geordie for  

his efforts. Keep your eyes on our social media pages for upcoming 

events, or you could do what skydivers normally do and head to the 

club bar for a beer while reading the noticeboard.

This year’s end of season awards night (otherwise known as the 

Christmas party) has been arranged for November 24 and the venue  

is the same as last year’s very successful event at the Marriott Hotel  

in Durham City. Further details can be found on social media.

Lisa Stephenson and Simon Minto

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Jason Robson  CH2/JM1  Sally Anderson, 

Alice Mitchell, Larry Ward  FS1  Trish Huxtable, Alex 

Llewelyn, Alice Mitchell  FF1  Josh Corne  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Alice Mitchell, 

Larry Ward  100  Sally Anderson, Heather McMullan 200  Lisa Wilkinson  300  

Josh Corne, Mary Sunter  400  James Perry  600  Stephen Ashley Smith

POPS

PARACHUTING 
PILGRIMS
The Abbey of Mont-St-Michel in Normandy rises like a hand from the 

sea, connected to the mainland by a causeway. There are three tides 

each day here. 

For more than 1,000 years, this has been a place of worship dedicated 

to St Michael, who is the patron saint of parachutists and paratroopers.

Every year on St Michael’s Day, September 29, parachutists jump onto 

Mont-St-Michel. This year, some 50 civilian skydivers and 30 military 
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re-enactors made their way there in the annual pilgrimage to the 

home of their patron saint.

Civilian skydivers, who jumped from 6,000ft, landed on the concrete 

car park at the base of the mount where a large ‘T’ in a roped-off  

area indicated the landing zone. The military re-enactors using US 

Army surplus round parachutes landed on the mainland, about 600 

metres away. 

The aircraft used was the Air France DC3 Dakota. Built during World 

War II as a military aircraft, it was used by Air France on internal 

flights in France for many years.

Nomads like us who travel to foreign events will have a big year in 

2019. Next year will be the 75th anniversary for several World War II 

events – D-Day, Arnhem and the deployment of 1st and 2nd SAS 

Regiments into the forests of France. Here are a few 2019 dates for 

parachutists:

• June 2-9, D-Day: between 25 and 40 DC3/C47 aircraft will converge 

on Normandy for this anniversary. At least 20 jumps on to the invasion 

beaches are planned

• August 13, anniversary of Operation Gain: the Air France DC3  

will be used to drop static line and freefall parachutists, who will  

jump on to the dropzone at Chilleurs-aux-Bois, north of Orleans,  

used by D Squadron 1st SAS Regiment on August 16 1944.  

Several men of the squadron are buried close by

• September 12-20, anniversary of the Battle of Arnhem

• September 30: Mont-St Michel, Normandy, annual jump by static 

liners and freefallers.

Paul French

The Silver Stars Parachute Display Team celebrates its 55th 

anniversary this year and the recent event held at South Cerney  

was enjoyed by all. It was attended by both original and new team 

members including the previous UK Top POP (and Silver Stars CCI) 

Jeff Chandler. Thanks go to all those that made it happen.

Meanwhile, a date for your diary – Dunkeswell will be hosting the  

15th World POPS Meet and Championships, which will run from 

August 7-15 2020. More details of training dates, schedule of events 

and so on will follow shortly.

Polly Chandler (World Top POP #12, UK Top POP #11)

READING

IT’S BEEN 

EMOTIONAL…
It all became a bit emotional toward the end of the season, with 

an outpouring of emotion on the LPS Club Jumpers Facebook page. 

Amounting to what could have been on a par with the Oscars 

acceptance speeches, everyone thanked everyone and everyone loved 

working with everyone and everyone was grateful for each other.  

To our surprise, even Martin joined in! Once we’d all wrung our hankies 

out and stopped being grateful and loving, we celebrated the amount 

of licences gained and stickers in licence books instead.

And what a list it was during October. Mike Hughes (Terence’s dad) 

got his B Licence and sausage-gripped his way through his FS1.  

The ‘woo-hoo’ master of the skies (you hear him before you see  

him) Rodrigo Alvarez also gained his B Licence and TR1 and Trystan 

Allen achieved his TR1.

Terence Hughes (Mike’s son) is now an FS Coach and also gained his 

TR2. Well done to Jaroslaw Zwerzykovski for reaching 100 jumps and 

Bex Rennie for notching up 300 jumps – please also accept the award 

for the muddiest skydiver at the same time, Bex.

John Willis gained a B Licence and his smile says it all every time he 

jumps. We know he’s having fun up there!

Newbie A Licence holders Jeannette ‘I finally did it’ Kelcher,  

Rimvydas ‘I almost didn’t’ Tumas, along with Lukasz Swies and  

Eldar Kamalov, all qualified, mostly under the tuition of Marie-Anne 

Stevens plus Colm Deeny, who has stated in print, with his own  

typed out words, that a mention in Skydive the Mag would be 

‘the pinnacle of awesomeness’. Well here it is, Colm, and well  

done on getting qualified and in print!

We have been keen and booked our table and accommodation at the 

excellent BPA Skydive the Expo 2019. We’re already looking forward 

to the 2019 season.

We have several part-time roles available, so if anyone is interested in 

any of the following positions, please email office@skydivecentre.com: 

front of house office, manifest, ground crew, DZO.

LPS clubbies have a little tunnel time booked and we will be having 

our joint end of season/Christmas do in January/February 2019, so 

keep an eye on our Facebook page at facebook.com/groups/

LPSClubJumpers and get involved. 

And finally – consistent as ever, #MarkClayton has been awesome  

but he’d better watch his back as Gaz Mooney has also been noticed 

being awesome. Watch out, Hashtag!

The staff and club jumpers and were shocked and saddened to hear  

of the passing of Aiden Chaffe and we send our love and prayers to  

his family and to Bryn. Blue skies, Aiden.

Annie Lewis

SIBSON

GOLDEN REVENGE 

TASTES SWEET
We’ve just had an awesome Halloween and fireworks party, which 

went off with a bang! Many thanks to all involved in organising –  

Gloria and Kyle did a brilliant job.

There were quite a few Sibson clubbies competing in Revenge recently 

at the Bedford wind tunnel. Congratulations to all who took part for 

their top efforts. Funnel The Tunnel (Becca, Paul, Fab and Richard)  

had another great result with a gold placing in the Rookie 4-way.  

Well done again, guys! 

A few weeks ago, the club welcomed Ray Armstrong to host an 

evening discussing his involvement in the latest Mission: Impossible 

movie. Everyone found it fascinating and informative – thanks Ray!

Some Sibson club jumpers headed to the Algarve for fun in the sun over 

the last month or so, achieving lots of progression and building on skills.

This year has sadly seen us lose some good friends. The memories of 

all the fun times spent together will always be in our thoughts. We 

wish to express our love and condolences to their families and friends. 

Fly free.

Russ Horne

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Jonathan Buffong, Sian Onn, Becca Start  

FS1  Melanie Kyle  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Becca Start  

700  Hannah Cooper  1,600  Leah Frost  2,000  Jimmy Frith  4,000  Steve 

Hastings  6,000  Del Hopkins, Billy Payn

 
#MarkClayton 
has been 
awesome  
but he’d 
better watch 
his back  
as Gaz 
Mooney has 
also been 
noticed being 
awesome. 
Watch out, 
Hashtag! 

POPS

Mont St Michel 

from about 1,000ft 

showing the car 

park landing  

zone to the left,  

by Paul French 
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CLUB ZONE

SWINDON

HATS OFF TO 

REDLANDS
“If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs…” 

you would be a properly equipped skydiver, complete with helmet.  

A recent trend for helmet incidents has seen two of our number 

scouring the fields of two different countries for their missing headgear.

Just when we thought all the ‘hang on to your hats’ jokes had been 

made, Brucie managed to sneak up to 2,000ft before realising that  

his helmet was still sitting safely at manifest. Our CI having to bring  

his own aircraft down to pick up his helmet has to be the most 

beer-finable effort ever made (and, yes, the jumpmaster was also 

brought to task)!

The antics continued as, via a carelessly unattended Facebook page, 

Darrell nominated himself for a BPA Skygod of the Year Award.  

Well played to the TI responsible – I shall let you remain anonymous, 

but you also have to be the one to tell him he hasn’t actually won  

this fictional award – he is quite excited… 

Congratulations go to students Hamish and Sandra, neither of whom 

will mind me saying that they have not found AFF easy but who have 

both persevered to overcome their mental and physical battles and 

are now motoring through their consols. 

A number of people wanted a mention for turning up, so well done to 

Dylan, Karen and Andy and also to Crazy for all his help over the last 

few weeks. 

We look forward to our annual tunnel FS scrambles to end the season, 

followed the next evening by our Christmas party, dinner and disco.  

I am sure there will be stories to be told for next time…

Jenny Bouquet

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Rob Isherwood  CH2/JM1  Matt Williams  

JUMP NUMBERS  50  Matt  300  Ellie Bramer-Doy, 

Craig Lillington, Joe Saunders  500  Ian Gerrish  1,000  Darrell ‘Skygod’ Gibson  

4,500  Brucie Johnson

TILSTOCK

PLENTY TO CELEBRATE
We’ve been having a funny sort of autumn – I don’t know about 

you lot, but I am not too sure what to make of it. And, of course,  

the clocks went back and that’s yet another hour of sky fun taken 

from us. What are we to do?

We’ve had some fun and games with the plane, so we’ve swapped it  

out for an identical one while it gets sorted out. This has led to some 

confusion all round, not least at DZ control as we try and remember  

the right callsign to use, but we got there in the end – most of the time. 

Apologies to all pilots who have been as confused as DZ control has been.

Talking of pilots, it has been a pleasure to welcome young master 

Tiggs to Tilly to do some flying with us. It’s strange to see him with 

something other than flip flops on, though. We’re not that far north! 

Congratulations go to Eleanor Southworth who flew as part of team 

Zephyrus to where you can comfortably wear flip flops – the World 

Cup of Indoor Skydiving in Bahrain. Hope you enjoyed the trip and can 

cope with returning to wet, windy weather back home.

Back in the good old UK, we were playing our own air games as 

cameraman Wilco seems determined to establish a club record for  

the number of reserve rides. It’s been all good so far and the ground 

crew have maintained an extremely good record at recovering all 

items jettisoned – young Ben seems to have his eye on the ball  

every time. Another poor soul under the saving grace of a reserve  

was our Suzie Whitehurst, which is always exciting to do as a student. 

Well flown Suzie – a very good landing spot on in the circle.

We continue to develop our instructors with another club member  

off doing their CSBI. As I write this, they are up to their necks in it.  

I won’t tempt fate by naming them, suffice to say “Onnea!” – but  

you won’t need it.

Meanwhile, there’s been plenty of tracking action going on with  

three club members gaining their TR1s. We’ll be able to stage a 

complete lift of trackers now.

Lastly, congratulations to Marta Hovan who has graduated from  

the boilersuit brigade and gained her A Licence, continuing in the  

fine family tradition of skydiving. Well done Marta, I’m sure your  

father would be very proud of you! Looks like we might have a fair  

bit to celebrate at the Christmas party this year! 

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Marta Hovan  TR1  Lauren Mann, 

Eleanor Southworth, Dave Titcombe

WILD GEESE

WARMING UP  

FOR WINTER
From the homeland of Game of Thrones, we can steal their tag line: 

‘Winter is here’. Short days, cold, wet, windy… so probably not much 

different from the rest of the year! Thankfully, with the weather turning, 

our trusty Oscar Fox has been fitted with a newly designed door that 

works wonderfully to keep our skydivers a little warmer on board.

On the skydiving front, a group from Wild Geese descended upon 

Skydive Spain for the aptly named Irish Invasion. Orla, Ailbhe and 

Stephen joined Brian Vacher to complete Flight-1 courses 101 and  

102 with Stephen continuing with 201 as well. “Everyone needs to  

do this canopy course,” says Orla with a beaming smile after 

numerous soft and smooth, tiptoe landings.

After this, Milko arrived to load organise some big-way formations and 

was joined by Neal, Orla and Stephen for three days of fun and challenges 

(although one day might have been hampered by constant rain).

As if this wasn’t enough excitement, Phil, Jo, Rod and Sean joined 

locals Hamish Cameron and Willem de Groot for freefly and tracking, 

Pete Lehane took Ben Goddard through some of his FS levels, working 

towards his FS1, and Pete Campbell arrived for a flying visit to cover 

off some FS skills.

Closer to home, the Queens University Club, headed up by new 

president Alex Woods, recruited a good number of students and 

completed their static line courses. Some even had a window of 

decent weather and did their first jump. 

After much perseverance, both Nicola McSherry and Elaine Flemming 

progressed to and completed their first freefall, with Nicola declaring 

that she had never been so happy to pay a beer fine. Well done!

With this, the last Mag of the year, a big thank you goes to DZO Nigel, 

CI Andy, pilots Drew, Paul and Alex and behind the scenes Judith for 

all their work throughout the year, keeping us safely jumping out of 

perfectly good airplanes.

We wish you all a merry Christmas and happy new year at whatever 

Christmas boogie you’ll be at. I’ll be in the Algarve!

Rod McCrory

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Elaine Flemming, Nicola McSherry  

JUMP NUMBERS  600  Graham Wallace  1,000  

Joanne Wilson  SIX HOURS IN FREEFALL  Stephen Campbell 

WILD GEESE

Elaine and Nicola  

on their way to  

their first freefall,  

by Rafal K

 Our CI 
having to 
bring his  
own aircraft 
down to  
pick up his 
helmet has 
to be the 
most beer-
finable effort 
ever made 



Moroccoskydivemoroccoskydive@yahoo.com | 00 212 6 94 55 48 35

www.moroccoskydive.com

Winter camp in 

the Mediterranean

side of morocco!

50 jumps at Morocco Skydive

offer for winter 2019
Price £1260 for 10 days
Includes: Airport transfer, food, hotel, transport to the DZ





Ordering online is fast and easy!  www.bevsuit.com

8398 Lyon Valley Road, New Tripoli PA 18066 USA

Phone/Fax 610-285-6994





Incredible touch &  feel  |  Unrivalled grip  

in all conditions  |  Available in 14 sizes   

Available in a choice of 6 colours    

Machine washable & long-lasting
As worn by  

Pascal Vallee,  

Ex World Powered 

Gliding Champion

www.macwet.com

To order call: 0845 603 9075 | Email: info@macwet.com

MacWets are touch sensitive to use with iPhones, iPads and cameras.

Skydiving &

Sport Scuba Diving Medicals

Dr Margaret Clamp

MC Occupational Health

The Corner House

Rectory Road, Colwick

Nottingham NG4 2DU.

Mobile: 0780 2850084

Email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

for advanced bookings

£55

•  Conducting and preparing for USPA instructional rating courses, such as Coach, 

 AFF Instr., TD Instr. (Sigma), Static Line Instr., IAD Instr.
•  Training and coaching non-BPA students, advanced and experienced skydivers.
• Licence and rating conversions to USPA.
•  DZs: Skydive Spain (Base), Skydive Algarve, Skydive Empuriabrava and Worldwide.

info@instructorsacademy.com

www.instructorsacademy.com 

INSTRUCTORS ACADEMY

WHAT WE DO...



82     December 2018

2 0 1 8

November 27

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

2 0 1 9

January 26

BPA  BPA AGM and Skydive the Expo 
Location: EMCC, Nottingham • 

skydivetheexpo.co.uk

February 4-8

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Netheravon • bpa.org.uk

February 7

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

February 11-15

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI)
Location: Netheravon • bpa.org.uk

February 19

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

March 18-22

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Langar • bpa.org.uk

April 4

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

April 8-12

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

April 16

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

April 16-20

T  Third FAI World Indoor 
Skydiving Championships 
Location: Lille, France

April 20-21

S&A BPA Grand Prix in 
Accuracy Meet 1
Location: Peterlee • skydiveacademy.co.uk

May 4-5

FS  BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 1
Location: Peterlee • skydiveacademy.co.uk

May 13-17

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced) 
Location: Skydive Strathallan• bpa.org.uk

May 18-25

S&A 14th FAI World Cup 
of Freefall Style and  
Accuracy Landing
Location: Cordoba, Argentina

May 20-24

BPA  Instructor Course (CSI)
Location: Skydive Strathallan • bpa.org.uk

May 30

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 8-9

FS  BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 2
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

June 8-9

S&A BPA Grand Prix in 
Accuracy Meet 2
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

June 10-14

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers) 
Location: Sibson • bpa.org.uk

June 11

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 15-16

CF  BPA Grand Prix in CF Meet 1
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

July 1-5

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Langar • bpa.org.uk

July 6-7

FS  BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 3
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July 13-14

CF  BPA Grand Prix in CF Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

July 25

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

July 29-August 2

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 3-4 

S&A BPA National 
Championship in Accuracy
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

August 5-9

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSI/Tandem, AFF and  
Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 6

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

August 17-20

CF  10th FAI World Cup of 
Canopy Formation and  
Eighth FAI European Canopy 
Formation Championships
Location: Strejnic, Romania

August 24-27

FS  BPA National Championships 
in FS 4-way and VFS
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 31-September 2

FS  BPA National Championships 
in FS 8-way
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

September 2-6

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

September 19

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

October 1

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

October 7-12

A  FS  13th FAI World Cup 
of Artistic Events and  
22nd FAI World Cup of 
Formation Skydiving
Location: Eloy, Arizona, USA

November 11-15

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

November 14

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

EVENTS ZONE

K
E

Y BPA EVENTS

CANOPY PILOTING

FORMATION SKYDIVING

CANOPY FORMATION

STYLE AND ACCURACY

TUNNEL

ARTISTICS

WINGSUIT

SPEED

BPA

CP

FS

CF

S&A

A

WS

ST

Dates correct at time of printing. 

The 2019 STC/Riggers and BPA 

Council Meeting dates are subject 

to confirmation at the AGM.
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