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I love the way that this month’s Mag highlights some of the many reasons why we jump. To paraphrase Joel Strickland, 

who spent six months travelling across America and jumping in all 50 US states (see page 38), “it’s not about the kind of 

skydiving we do, it’s about the kind of people we do it with”. 

Every single one of our contributors is living some kind of ‘life more extraordinary’, whether it’s travelling the world on 

training camps pursuing the 4-way dream, representing the country at World Championships, building enormous flying 

canopy formations over the coast or collecting a Royal Aero Club Award. 

This kind of life may seem unattainable to non-skydivers, but we all know that it is simply the reward for daring to  

dream big. As T.E. Lawrence said: “All men dream, but not equally. Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses  

of their minds, wake in the day to �nd that it was vanity: but the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for they may  

act on their dreams with open eyes, to make them possible.”

I attempted a kind of UK version of Joel’s 50-state challenge in 2004: I cycled from Land’s End to John O’Groats and 

back again, attempting to jump at every UK dropzone along the way. I started off with a bike trailer containing my rig, tent 

and all kinds of stuff, but quickly downsized to pannier bags and just borrowed a rig at each DZ. I completed the bike ride but not the jumping-at-every-

DZ part, although I’ve made it to most of them now. Like Joel, it was the small acts of kindness that I remember the most now − the people who let  

me use their washing machines and showers, mainly! It’s de�nitely the people in our sport who make it what it is.

Cover: The REME 

Lightning Bolts 

Parachute Display 

Team on their 

March 2019 training 

over Cyprus, by  

Captain Tom Owens

Welcome: 8-way team 

Groomed in training for 

the 2019 World Cup,  

by Adam PencharzW E L C O M E
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Anyone can contribute to Skydive the Mag 
and we welcome news, articles and photos 
from everyone, regardless of experience. 
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F A I  R A T I F I E S 

S E Q U E N T I A L 

W O R L D  R E C O R D S

By Gary Wainwright 
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These things take time, apparently... 

but the three-point 217-way and 

two-point 219-way that were new 

world records back in October 2017 

have now been officially ratified  

by the Fédération Aéronautique 

Internationale. More than 10% of  

the formation was British, and the 

new records beat the previous 

two-point 202-way set in 2015.  

It must be nearly time for  

another one!

PROJECT 19

Whatever your views on 

women-only events, you’ve got 

to admit that a fully sponsored 

100-way Female Head-Down 

World Record attempt is an 

impressive feat of organisation. 

July 3-11 2020 will see an 

attempt at smashing the current 

65-way record that was set in 

November 2016. The US-based 

Women’s Skydiving Network  

will be sponsoring the World 

Record by paying for all the 

registration fees, record jumps 

and support (bench) team jumps. 

This will be the first time in  

the history of skydiving that a 

100-way world record attempt 

has been fully sponsored. 

Project 19 is so-called 

because it takes place at Skydive 

Chicago a little over a month 

before the 100th anniversary of 

the 19th amendment to the US 

constitution – the amendment  

in which women received the 

right to vote in America. 

As well as attempting to  

break the Women’s Vertical 

World Record, Project 19 also 

celebrates the Women’s 

Suffrage Movement that swept 

the globe in the early 1900s.  

In 1893, New Zealand was the 

first country in which women 

received the right to vote. 

Australia was next in 1902 and 

then Finland in 1906. Country  

by country, a wave of women 

receiving the right to vote swept 

across the globe. At the other 

extreme, Saudi Arabia only gave 

women the right to vote in 2011!

The training for the event is 

broken down into four phases 

and an impressive list of regional 

organisers has been appointed, 

including Weed Stoodley, who  

is co-ordinating the UK side of 

things. Weed holds current head- 

down records all the way up to 

164-way in women’s UK, open 

UK, European, women’s World 

and open World categories. She 

is an FAI and National Artistic 

Judge, former BPA Council 

Member, Media Rep, Artistics 

Rep and VFS Rep and was the 

BPA Taz Causer Skydiver of the 

Year in 2013. She represented 

Great Britain at the World Air 

Games in Dubai as a member  

of QFX VFS.

Weed is running two events  

at Netheravon on August 10-11 

with Domi Kiger and at Langar 

on September 28-29 with Paul 

Cooper, with a possible tunnel 

date to be added. There are  

also many training events 

happening all over Europe and 

beyond. We spoke to Weed to  

get the lowdown:

“Phase one is about 

introduction to big-way in 

smaller, friendly groups.  

We will be working on basic  

skill sets that are specific to 

big-way – �oating, diving, grip 

skills, slot nuances, levels and 

break-offs – before you go big  

or bigger! Although the record  

is women-only, our events will 

be for all – not just women.  

The emphasis will be on fun and 

safe learning with no pressure 

and to build confidence. 

“I can hopefully pass on some 

of the experience I have to 

up-and-coming jumpers of any 

sex, but hopefully encouraging 

women. Project 19 is an 

opportunity to highlight an event 

nearly a year away; to give a 

focus and a goal. Whether that 

goal is to improve, to get an 

invite, to be on the bench or to be 

on the record, it doesn’t matter.

“With plenty of events across 

Europe, there should be lots of 

opportunities to get confident 

with the basics before moving  

on to the next level. Those 

wishing to make it to the record 

will need to gain an invite from  

a qualifying event. These will  

be planned across Europe and 

the USA from January 2020 

onwards, and skills events will 

continue during this time.

“I was looking to hang up  

my record event shoes, but I  

was asked to help as a regional 

captain. I won’t go into the 

politics, except to say that I am 

of two minds over women-only 

events. I would like them to  

not need to happen. However, 

although the percentage of 

women in the sport (and of  

those who remain in the sport 

after their first jump) has 

improved over the years, it 

seems bonkers to try and 

pretend that the field is equal. 

We want to be equal, but  

women and men are different. 

We have different approaches  

to learning, but are in the same 

learning programme. We are 

also different physically and  

our approach to risk is very 

different. In that case, I see that, 

given there are still ‘female 

records’, we should encourage 

women to take part and, even if 

this is positive discrimination, to 

work toward equality.”

WHEN WOMEN OBTAINED THE RIGHT TO VOTE

By Brilliant Maps 
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UK HEAD-UP 

RECORD

In the days before this Mag went to 

press, the UK Head-Up Record was 

broken not once but twice in two 

days! The fourth attempt saw a new 

record two-plane 18-way, with 12 of 

the participants having never broken 

a record before. This is outstanding 

progression and a testament to the 

excellent coaching and warm-up 

events run by organisers Ally Milne 

and Paul Cooper. In particular, the 

4-way base had a 100% success 

rate at launching head-up rounds 

across the two days.

Having beaten the previous 

14-way record once, it was then 

time to try and do it again with even 

more people. The attempts moved 

up to 21-ways and the smooth, calm 

flying ensured that it wasn’t long 

before the record fell yet again.  

The completed 21-way flew for  

six seconds. Congratulations to all 

involved, and thank you to Skydive 

Hibaldstow and pilots H and G.

WORLD 100-

WAY CRW 

DIAMOND

The 2019 Path of Excellence 

Award will be awarded to the 

100-way Canopy Formation  

World Record Team.

The Path of Excellence Award  

is awarded by the International 

Skydiving Museum and Hall  

of Fame. It is speci�cally for 

entities – groups, companies, 

organisations or teams – for 

signi�cant contribution(s) of 

enduring high value to the world  

of skydiving and is a prestigious 

award in both name and distinction. 

The 100-way CF diamond, 

completed in 2007 and unbeaten 

since, was selected from a long  

list of amazing events as the  

winner of this prestigious award.

The presentation of the 2019 

Path of Excellence Award will  

be made at the International 

Skydiving Hall of Fame Celebration 

at Skydive Perris in California on 

October 18. The presentation will 

lead with a tribute jump, followed  

by the awards presentation and  

then the Welcome BBQ.

Record participant Ian Marshall 

remembers the logistics of putting 

together a 100-way formation  

that weighed eight tons and was 

more than 300ft high and 200ft 

wide: “The record used two  

Casas and three Twin Otters. 

Organiser Chris Gay wore 90lbs  

of lead in the base. The lead  

Otter flew in at 20,000ft and  

the base nine exited three miles 

before the DZ. The chase Casa 

went over the base at 18,000ft, 

and then in came the last Casa  

at 16,000ft. We looked out of the 

cockpit window and saw the 

formation building above and  

�ve miles ahead. Wow, that’s big. 

Three minutes to go. 

“By 12,500ft, the 36-way base 

was hammering through the sky. 

At 12,000ft, the last two planes 

flew in down each side of the 

formation. We looked out at the 

other Otter on our right side – 

good, it’s there, just right this time 

– and we watched the formation 

building to a 49 just under us as 

we flew by it. Perfect, let’s do it!”

The Brits on the World Record  

in 2007 were Gav McLeod,  

Ian Marshall, Maria Russell,  

Martin Robiette, Paul Speller  

and Doug Preston.

EVEN THE 
BIRDS 
STOPPED 
SINGING

As mentioned 

last issue,  

the detailed 

autobiography 

of former 

Chairman of 

the BPA and 

editor of this 

magazine, 

Charlie 

Shea-Simonds, 

is now available to buy. You can 

order it on Amazon for £20 plus 

P&P, or direct from Charlie on 

07860 247485 for the reduced  

rate of £17.50 plus postage. 

By Chris Cook

By Bruno Brokken
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‘S’ for Swoop, as long 

as you’re on the ground 

watching it hurtle towards 

you! By Gary Wainwright 
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MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWALS

More than 3,500 members had renewed 

by mid-May. Membership renewals can 

also be completed online. Members who 

are eligible to renew online are those 

aged over 18 without current or lapsed 

ratings and who are living at UK or 

BFPO addresses. If you know anyone 

who has yet to renew, please remind 

them to log on to bpa.org.uk/member. 

SAFETY 
INNOVATION 
AWARD

Entries are invited for safety initiatives 

that may be physical or psychological, 

managerial or mechanical, ergonomic 

or educational – any kind of initiative 

that improves safety in sport 

parachuting. The challenge is to 

impress the judging panel, which  

will consist of experts in sport 

parachuting safety, occupational  

safety and risk management.

The winner will be the proud 

custodian of the BPA Romero Safety 

Innovation Trophy for a year and they 

will also receive a cash prize of £5,000 

kindly donated by Romero Sports and 

Leisure, the BPA’s insurance broker,  

as part of their risk management 

activities in our sport.

Closing date for entries is  

November 1 2019. Visit bpa.org.uk/

staysafe/safety-innovation-award/  

for full details on how to submit  

your entry.

BPA STARS

Nominations for the 

BPA Star Awards 

2019 are now open.  

We’re inviting A 

Licence holders  

and above to tell us 

about great service, over and above  

the norm, that they have received  

from other BPA Members – Service 

that deserves To Achieve Recognition. 

For full details and to download the 

nomination form, visit bpa.org.uk/star. 

Nominations remain open until 

November 1 2019.

BPA 
MEMBERSHIP 
NUMBERS  
2018/9
The BPA membership year runs from 

April 1 to March 31 the following year. 

BPA Membership totals for the 

membership year of April 1 2018  

to March 31 2019 compared with  

2017/18 are:

   

 2018/19   2017/18 

Full 5,853 6,010 

 -3%

Temporary   2,629 2,544 

+3%

(including Joint  Services Adventurous Training)

Student Provisional 55,599         55,124 

+1%

 

Weather is always a factor, sometimes a 

signi�cant one, in year-on-year variance.

B R I T I S H  S K Y D I V I N G 

R E B R A N D
Following a thorough and open 

tender process, we have appointed 

Norwich-based brand agency Creative 

Sponge as our strategic partner for  

the rebranding to British Skydiving. 

In total, 25 tenders were submitted 

and, through a pre-quali�cation and  

due diligence process, they were 

whittled down to �ve shortlisted 

bidders. After the shortlisted agencies 

delivered their presentations, the 

branding panel were unanimous in  

their choice. Creative Sponge clearly 

demonstrated a high level of expertise 

along with an understanding of who  

we are as an organisation and, most 

importantly, provided us with the 

con�dence that they can develop a 

brand personality that encourages 

participation and continued  

engagement within the sport. 

Creative Sponge will begin the 

discovery phase of the project in  

early June, with visits to dropzones  

and through engagement with  

Members and other stakeholders.

The Creative Sponge team

Our youngest reader?
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MAKING  
A DATE

For some time now, BPA 

Skydive the Expo dates  

have clashed with the dates 

of the annual IPC meeting. 

This has meant that some 

BPA volunteers have had  

to choose whether to 

represent the BPA at the  

only international decision-

making forum for competition 

rules or to attend the BPA 

AGM and BPA Skydive the 

Expo. It has also meant that 

competitors and judges can’t 

be updated with new rules  

at their respective Expo 

meetings as the rule changes 

have not yet been decided.

At the February 2019 

Competitions Committee 

meeting, Tash Higman took 

the decision to investigate 

whether a date change for 

BPA Skydive the Expo was 

possible. Many different 

parties would be affected 

and, because of existing 

publication and planning 

activity, the dates for 2020 

will remain as advertised: 

January 24-25 2020.  

Tash felt that BPA 

members are at the top  

of the list of people to be 

consulted and that, if the 

membership wanted the  

date to remain as the  

fourth weekend in January, 

then it should stay as that 

weekend. To understand how 

the membership felt, a 

survey was set up in time  

for the next eNewsletter  

and was also put on the 

BPA’s Facebook page.  

The results of the survey 

so far are in Figure 1 and  

the respondents represent  

a selection of categories  

of members that are listed  

in Figure 2 (both right).

Tash says: “The main 

message I’m getting from  

this is that the majority of 

members don’t mind when 

the Expo is. I am now 

exploring whether moving 

any of the dates from 2021  

is possible. I am still keen to 

hear more from members, 

and the survey remains open 

for people to respond to if 

they haven’t done so already.”

TANDEM INSTRUCTOR

Paul Champollion

Christopher Todd

Alex Lilburn

Elliott Fry

Marius Vancea

Steve Powell

Christopher Grif�n

ADVANCED PACKER

Cameron Clark (T)

Dean Hoskins (T) 

Jordan Wilcox (T)

N E W  R A T I N G S 
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1. Which weekend would  
you like the Expo to be? 

 Third Weekend in January 15

 Fourth Weekend in January 16

 First Weekend in February 24

 Don’t mind 41

2. Are you a...

 BPA Member 89

 Exhibitor 4

 PTO Operator 7

 Tandem Instructor 8

 AFF/CS Instructor 15

 Coach 29

 Rigger 4

 BPA Staff 0

  Member of a BPA 

Council or Committee 13
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With more comps than you can shake an alti at, this summer’s 

looking like it’s going to be the other kind of three-ring circus!

1  Alola with 
Siân Stokes, by 
Martin Skrbel 

2  Nebula, by 
Paul Monaghan 

1
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The first BPA FS Coaching Roadshows of the year have been held 
at Netheravon and Hibaldstow, with two more still to come. 
Organised by the BPA Competitions Committee, these events are 
an amazing chance to be coached by our top competitors. They 
are also totally free and you just need to pay for your own slot.

Last year’s AA National champions Alola will be representing 
the BPA in the Female category at the World Cup in Eloy, 
Arizona in October. They benefited from jumping with Siân 
Stokes of NFTO, overall British National Champions 2018, 
who coached them with some three-on-one. They were filmed  
by Martin Skrbel, who went to the Hibaldstow Roadshow so  

that he could be coached by NFTO’s cameraflyer, Simon 
Brentford. The new BPA Communications Manager,  
Angel Fernandez, has also had a busy first month in his  
new role which culminated in him achieving his FS1 on  
a Roadshow jump with NFTO – well done, Angel.

But don’t just take it from us. Corrie Edgar of Alola said: 
“The BPA Roadshow was an amazing experience for us!  
We got to fly with a British champion. Video debriefs are 
great, but to have a coach actually feel our jumps, the set  
up in the door, the steepness (sorry Siân!) of the exits, the  
fall rates, the rhythm and timing was so valuable to our 
progression! Not only are NFTO all fantastic skydivers, they 
are also great at sharing their knowledge and explaining  
new exits and techniques. We would definitely recommend  
for anyone interested in any level of FS.”

If you want to be coached for free by our top competitors 
(and why wouldn’t you?), then get yourself along to Cark on 
June 22-23 and Langar on July 20-21.
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Dunkeswell will be running a five-day Canopy Piloting  
event, with multiple National Champion Martin Reynolds  
on hand throughout for free coaching. July 24 will be a  
warm-up day, then July 25-26 will be a BPA Coaching  
Roadshow with Martin providing video debriefs of landings. 
There will then be a low-stress mini-competition on the  
weekend of July 27-28, which will be a great opportunity to  
get a taste of competition conditions. 

The BPA CP Nationals are on August 14-18 in Klatovy, so this is 
also perfect timing for our National competitors to be as current as 
possible before making the trip to the Czech Republic to compete.

Two BPA VFS Roadshows will be held at Netheravon on July 
13-14 and at Peterlee on September 14-15. There is also an  
exciting new element to the 4-way UKSL which is already 
happening at Dunkeswell on July 6-7; as well as the usual  
belly categories of Rookie, A, A and AAA, there will also  
be an Intermediate VFS category! National Champions  
Omni99 will be on hand as usual to spread the vertical love 
at all of these events, as well as at the BPA National 
Championships at Hibaldstow on August 24-27.

The UK Skydiving League has kicked off and the first meet at 
Peterlee completed in a single day! Well, that day was the Sunday 
due to shocking weather on the Saturday, but hey. 

There was excitement on the score board as the positions after 
Round 1 had reversed in both A and AA after Round 2... and then 
reversed back again by the end of the competition! The Single A 
champions were the British Army team Volt4ge with 40 points in 

F I R S T  B P A 

T R A C K I N G  

S U I T 

N A T I O N A L S
It all started off with a question: “Can I fly my tracking suit  
at the BPA Wingsuit Nationals?” After a lot of thinking, 
conversations and the approval of Dunkeswell’s CI/DZO,  
a proposal was put to the BPA Competitions Committee  
and, at the April 2019 meeting, approval was given. The  
first BPA Tracking Suit Nationals was born and it might  
be a world first as well as being a first for the BPA. 

On July 2-4, with July 1 as a practice and registration day,  
the first BPA Tracking Suit Nationals will run alongside the  
UK Wingsuit Nationals for Performance and Acro at 
Dunkeswell. The rules are adapted wingsuit performance  
rules that are specifically for tracking suits. 

What is a tracking suit? The definition we are using for  
this competition is: “A tracking suit is a suit designed purely  
for tracking and no other skydiving discipline. It may have  
areas that inflate incorporated into its design but the  
tracking suit cannot in any way restrict movement in flight  
or walking on the ground of the arms or legs, as interpreted  
by the Meet Director.”

The rules have been published on the BPA website and 
include details of the minimum experience level. Tracking Suit 
Performance competitors must have a BPA C Licence, have 
completed at least 20 jumps in the last three months and hold  
a minimum of TR1. The hosting DZ CI has final approval. 

It is only a trial competition at the moment, so please support 
it to make this competition a permanent event in the BPA 
calendar. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to  
email BPA WS Rep Mike Williams at wsrep@bpa.org.uk.  
Nice question, Adam!

COMPS ZONE
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six rounds and silver went to RAFSPA Tornado on 31. In AA, 
Funtastic 5’s 12 points won them the gold while Nebula had 
been ahead after Round 2 but had to leave early.

Meet 2 of the UKSL will be at Sibson on June 8-9, Meet 3 will 
be at Dunkeswell on July 6-7 and the BPA 4-way Nationals will  
be at Hibaldstow on August 24-27. The overall League winners  
in each category after these four competitions will get to go up 
on stage at BPA Skydive the Expo 2020 to collect their medals.

By the time you read this, our British Accuracy Team will be home 
from the Style and Accuracy World Cup in Córdoba, Argentina. 

3  Funtastic 5

4  Nebula 

5  RAFSPA Tornado 

6  Volt4ge 

7  Groomed in 

training for the 

8-way FS World  

Cup in Eloy, by 

Adam Pencharz

3 4

7

The team was Dave Crowhurst (finishing in 39th place on a 
cumulative score of 35cm including two dead centres), Janos 
Leszko (45th place on 42cm) and Esther Reynolds (17th female  
on 61cm). Esther has been competing for Great Britain since  
1982 and has attended all but one World Championships in  
that time, as well as most World Cups. Ian Marshall was Head  
of Delegation.

That kicks off a busy summer of World Cups in various 
skydiving disciplines. Next up is the 2019 Speed Skydiving World 
Cup and European Championships, being held here in the UK  
at Dunkeswell from August 13-15. Our very own BPA Speed Rep, 
Mikey Lovemore, is the organiser and Meet Director.

The World Cup and European Championships in CF will 
start in Romania just a few days later, closely followed by the 
Wingsuiting World Cup in Italy at the end of August. Next up  
is the biggest World Cup of the year: Eloy in Arizona will host 
4-way FS (Open and Female), 8-way FS, VFS and all Artistic 
events from October 7-12. Finally, the Canopy Piloting World 
Cup is being held in South Africa in November. 

The BPA is supporting competitors in all disciplines and  
they are training hard for each of these World Cups in 2019. 
Look out for news from each of the delegations as we help  
you cheer on Team GB this summer.

Thank you to Peterlee for hosting the first BPA Accuracy Grand 
Prix of the year. The medals were more up for grabs than ever 
before due to a date clash, meaning that many of the usual 
Accuracy competitors were away on a Team GB training camp 
ahead of the World Cup in Argentina. 

In the Senior category, gold went to Les Carroll, silver to 
Richard Bissett, bronze to Tony Simpson and fourth place to 
Bill Rule. David Houghton took gold in the Intermediate 
category, while Darren Strafford won the Novices.

Thank you to all of the judges, volunteers and organisers  
and congratulations to all the competitors. The second and 
final Accuracy Grand Prix will be on June 8-9 at Headcorn  
and the British National Championships are at Dunkeswell  
on August 3-4. 

5 6
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NEW BLOCKS

B U I L D I N G 

B L O C K S
4-way team Chimera share their tips for nailing the two new blocks 

and addressing your in-air block technique for the 2019 season

PHOTOS: CHRIS COOK
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O
ne of the most exciting 
things about skydiving  
in a competitive  
environment is that things 
are always changing. With 

every new team and every push for a 
higher average comes an evolution in the 
way we fly and the techniques we use.

Never is that more evident than in years 
like this, when teams have developed their 
approaches to the existing dive pool and 
two brand new blocks have been added to 
mix things up even more.

Whether you’re an experienced team 
digesting the new blocks or a new team 
looking for tips on improving your block 
technique, the next few pages will 
hopefully help. Huge thanks as always  
to our coaches Niklas Hemlin (Arizona 
Airspeed) and Dennis Praet (Hayabusa), 
who’ve helped us find our way.

Introducing ‘New 1’ and  
‘New 13’
The major changes to the dive pool  
for 2019 come in the form of what  
will henceforth be known as ‘New 1’  
and ‘New 13’ (or, as grown ups call  
them, molar-molar and mixed  
accordion-mixed accordion).

These two new blocks have usurped 
‘Old 1’ (snowflake-snowflake) and  
‘Old 13’ (offset-spinner). The intention 
behind changing these blocks, as we 
understand it, is twofold. Firstly, it’s  
about changing up the dive pool to  
make room for new approaches and  
new challenges. Secondly, it’s about  
taking those blocks which have been 
difficult for taller teams to train and  
fly in the tunnel and replacing them  
with something more manageable. 
 
So what are the new blocks?
Block 1 is now molar-molar, which is 
essentially a satellite (random O) with  
an outfacing cat (as opposed to point 
and OC facing off). Each side-buddy 
partnership must complete a full 360˚ 
rotation in the direction indicated before 
returning to the original formation.

Block 13 is now mixed accordion-
mixed accordion, which comprises a 
compressed accordion in the centre with 
open accordion grips on the outside. 
Each open accordion partnership must 
complete a 360̊  rotation before returning 
to the original formation. 

Notes on technique
With the Wind Games, World Challenge 
and Indoor World Championships all 
having now taken place, we’ve had the 
opportunity to see how the top teams  
are addressing the new blocks. Some of 
the key differences we’ve noted include:

•  On block 1, there’s no clear agreement  
as to which pair should rotate first, or  
if both go simultaneously and use 
vertical separation to avoid a clash;

•  On block 13, there’s no clear agreement 
to the outside grips, with Hayabusa 
favouring the wrist and Airspeed 
favouring the upper arm;

•  On block 13, Weembi High Rollers seem 
to favour a side-slide start, as opposed  
to the ‘straight through’ seen by other 
teams in the first half of the move.

The main takeaway here is that, at the 
moment, there isn’t one technique on which 
everyone has settled – meaning it’s still wide 
open in terms of how you might choose to 
tackle these new blocks in your own team.

Your team, your way
As with any block – and, indeed, any 
engineering or flying choices you make 
– it has to come from you. That is to  
say that, no matter what other teams 
around you are doing, you have to 
approach your jump or flight in the  

MOLAR

MOLAR

(INTER)

360° 360°

1  Closing block 1: 

some teams are 

taking a vertical 

approach but 

Chimera have 

found that staying 

on level is both 

faster in the block 

move and makes 

for more efficient 

closes and keys 

2  Block 13: some 

teams favour high 

outside grips,  

while others  

prefer the wrist  

3  The first part 

of the block move 

for 1 contains a 

similar picture to 

the close of block 21 

(zigzag-marquis)
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way that makes most sense for you.
You should certainly be open to  

being influenced by teams senior to  
you. By all means, watch them, ask  
them and understand why they’re doing 
what they’re doing. But the bottom line is 
that the technique you select has to  
be appropriate to how you fly and where 
you are in your 4-way journey.

Are you just starting out, either  
doing 4-way for the first time or with  
a new team line-up? You might want  
to consider avoiding verticals in your 
blocks to make the pictures easier to see. 
For example, on ‘New 1’ and ‘New 13’, 
having on-level step-throughs allows you 
to see really clear halfway pictures, which 
should help with your close. Current 
block 18 is another good example of this, 
where less experienced teams will make 
the move on level while the more 

MIXED ACCORDION

MIXED ACCORDION

(INTER)

360°

360°
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NEW BLOCKS

experienced will go for the vertical move.
Bit more advanced? Take a look at 

what the other teams are doing; we gave 
the High Roller side slide from new 
Block 13 a go and, for us, something 
between a step through and a side  
slide has had the best results so far. 
Though we recognise that some teams 
are taking a vertical approach to New 1, 
we’ve found that staying on level is both 
faster in the block move and makes for 
more e�cient closes and keys.

Top tips for debriefing  
block technique
Whether we’re coaching or being 
coached, we stick to a tried and  
tested process to debrief our blocks  
(big thanks to Niklas for this!).  
In order, you should be looking at:

4  The fabulous 

Chimera

1) Build

This is where you need to be sure your 
starting shape is correct. Misaligned or  
off level? The block probably isn’t going  
to work.

2) Timing

Timing is an essential part of your block’s 
success; if one piece gets ahead of another 
when it should be simultaneous, it won’t 
work. If one piece is meant to go first and 
doesn’t, it won’t work.

3) Technique

Get the build and the timing correct but, 
miss your markers or get the technique 
wrong, and your block won’t work.

4) Close

This is where you look at the close of your 

block. Is everyone catching the grips  
they should and in the agreed order?

Note how, at every step of the process,  
if you get it wrong, the block won’t work. 
It’s a linear process too, meaning you  
need to get step one right before you  
can get step two right, and so on.  
When debriefing, there’s little point in 
even moving onto the next step in the 
process if your team has failed to achieve 
the step before.

With the indoor competitions wrapped 
up, the outdoor season can begin in 
earnest. We look forward to seeing some 
of you at the upcoming roadshows, 
UKSLs and many events being held at  
our home dropzone of Langar this 
summer. If you have any questions  
or would like help, you can find us at 
facebook.com/chimeraskydive. 

4

Chimera are 

sponsored  

by the BPA, 

Square One, 

Vigil, Skydive 

Langar and 

Alti 2.
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Another two World silvers for Team GB! Well done to NFTO 

in 4-way FS Female and to Windoor GB in 2-way Dynamic

PHOTOS: MARCUS KING FOR THE FAI

A
pril is truly the turning 
of the seasons. It’s the  
time when skydivers renew 
their BPA memberships  
and get ready for the  

better weather that heralds summer 
skydiving in the UK. Meanwhile, the 
indoor skydiving season has had its peak 
and is ready to start losing its participants 
to the great big tunnel simulator in the 
sky that is the great outdoors. 

But what a peak it was, with both the 
British Indoor Nationals at Twinwoods in 
Bedford and the World Indoor Skydiving 
Championships within just weeks of  
each other. We caught up with David 
Rodgers of the British Indoor Skydiving 
Association (BISA), and competitor with 
ACM Weembi, who gave us the lowdown 
on the World Meet.

“The WISC was notable for many 
reasons. It was only the third-ever  
indoor world meet, the first FAI indoor 
competition in a tunnel larger than  
14 feet, the first indoor competition  
to host an 8-way meet and the first  
indoor competition primarily organised 
for UK competitors by the BISA. 

“For those of you that have never  
been to Weembi, it takes just over an  
hour on the train from London and a 
20-minute taxi ride. The Mercure hotel is 
right next door and it offers a ridiculously 
cheap rate for Weembi visitors, great 
accommodation, the most amazing 
breakfast – and only a 30-second walk to 
the home of indoor skydiving in France.

“Weembi is becoming synonymous 
with developing world-class competitors 
from many nations and it was expected 
that hosting a world meet competition 
would be equally as impressive. What  
was exciting about this competition  
is the quality of competitors that were 
converging on this tunnel from all 
disciplines and age groups from all  
over the world. This truly felt like a 
landmark event. Upstairs, the main 
viewing area provided ample space  
for general public spectators, friends, 
family and other competitors alike as  
all gathered with anticipation to watch 
their favourite teams. 

“The organising team had made great 
use of the space around the venue and 
provided competitors with facilities  
where they could prepare and relax, live 
camera action, scoreboards and coverage, 
and roving reporters which made the 

atmosphere so much more special.  
The tunnel had been running nearly  
24 hours a day during the week running 
up to the competition, trying to give  
all of the 70+ teams enough time to  
polish their routines and iron out any 
final wrinkles. It was a huge operation  
to organise and staff! 

“The opening ceremony on Wednesday 
evening was low-key and e�cient, hitting 
the right note at the right time as most  
of the competitors took the day off to  
rest and prepare themselves for the  
start of the competition on Thursday. 
Most competitors were mainly interested 
in the draw so they could start the frenzy 
of puzzling the million possible 
combinations of performing a routine  
or round, and those who already knew 
their routines would get some final 
visualisation practice!

The meet was on.

 R E V O L U T I O N

1  NFTO keying 

block 5

2  Omni D4W. Omni 

made the most of 

the trip to France 

by fielding teams in 

VFS, D4W and D2W!
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FS4

With only one team from each country, it 
was a little easier to predict the top five but 
the focus was always going to be on the top 
two. Weembi High Rollers were on home 
turf and the last time they went head to 
head with the outdoor world champions  
in Bahrain, they won with a big gap. This 
rematch was going to be interesting. 

Before the meet, Skyleague predicted 
the final positions (using historical data) 
of all teams and placed NFTO in second 
behind Nephyts, ACM Weembi in ninth 
behind Germany (Airfource), and Skydive 
Recruitz in fifth. In hindsight, all of those 
are interesting predictions!

NFTO were at the top of the female 
leaderboard at the end of day one with 
only a single-point lead. ACM had a strong 
round four, scoring 27 with one bust (26) 
and matching the scores of teams above 
them including Sweden (Echochamber). 
Day one was exciting with some fast 
rounds and our teams jostling for places  
as they moved into day two, which was 
going to bring some slower rounds. 

R6 (F-12-11) linked together two 
technical blocks with a blink of a random. 
Both British teams scored a clean 24, 
showing their ability to develop and 
maintain a pace during a jump, but 
Nephtys pulled a point back (25) and 
meant the girls tied on the leaderboard. 
R7 saw NFTO keep the battle going 
with Nephtys; an important 24 clean 
points for the Brits against 23 for the 
French. This was blow for blow and  
the spectators were loving the show!

R8 (H-L-B-18) again forced teams to 
consider their engineering options and 
dig deep. The three-random sequence 
could be made small and efficient with  
an alternate L and B. Some teams train 
the various configurations and can 
confidently take them into a competition. 
This type of round can win (and lose) big 
points, and the difference was noticeable 
between the top two teams. Hayabusa, 
along with Qatar, decided to take the 
jump standard favouring familiarity over 
efficiency, whereas Weembi took the 
efficient engineering route. The result was 
stark – Hayabusa scoring 42 and Weembi 
scoring 47 – and it was purely down to 
engineering. Both ACM and NFTO took 
efficiency over familiarity. Mirrored H 
(point facing IC), mirrored L, long B.  
It meant the ‘Hollywood’ move was for  
IC swinging 180˚ from the end of 18 to  
H, and back to L on tail. Both teams 
scored cleanly but ACM managed one 
more point (35) than the girls (34), who 
managed one more than the French (33*).

The girls were trading blows round 
after round and it was an electrifying 
thought that our British ladies could be 
the new indoor world champions. ACM 
Weembi had a couple of under-par rounds 
which cost them, and a gap was appearing 
between them and the Swedes in seventh. 

With two final rounds to go, nothing 
new had occurred at the top of the 
leaderboard. Hayabusa was leading by six 
points, with Weembi in second, leading 
Airspeed in third with a 15-point gap. 

ACM gave a calm and measured round 
with 26 points and a 27th right on the 
buzzer, but were judged out of time. 
NFTO smashed 29 with one bust (28) 
and Nephtys opened up a lead with 31 
clean. As a comparison, Airspeed scored 33.

R10 (21-7-19) could be seen as a boogie 
block round. All of these single-A blocks 
could be done at pace and gave a 
feel-good finish to the meet. NFTO 
went into this round knowing they were 
trailing by a point, so they needed to  
push it. Some teams decided to take a 
short 19 and build in a slot switcher, 
which is what ACM chose and they scored 
a clean 25. It could have been more if the 
close of the 19 had been cheated more by 
the new OC, making the 21 build quicker. 
NFTO, knowing the position, took the 
pressure, pushed hard and also scored 25. 
They picked up two busts (23), but was 
this enough to get a jump-off? 

Live judging showed Nephtys’ name as 
their R10 appeared on the screen. The room 
went silent. You could see that the French 
girls took their time and tried not to panic, 
knowing they had the advantage. As the 
score went past 22, groans, sighs and cheers 
erupted as the French girls confirmed their 
top spot with 24 points, finishing two 
points ahead of NFTO in second place. 

Juniors FS4

For the first time at a tier-one 
international competition, the British 
delegation included junior competitors 
who were excited and nervous.  
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Their competitive experience has  
been in the warm familiarity of the 
Bodyflight Challenge, which is also  
their home tunnel. It’s not only their  
first international competition; it was  
a step up to AA too!

Training had been no more than 10 
hours of AA, but they treated the 
competition as experience – attending  
a World Meet at such young ages and 
competing against the world’s best junior 
teams of France, Russia and the Czech 
Republic despite all of them having 
well-known academies for developing 
talent from a young age. France also won 
at the European Championships at Voss 
in 2018, and came second in Bahrain.

The kids competed valiantly against  
the best in the world and scores didn’t 
really matter, even though it’s a tough 
thing to put to one side. With less than  
10 hours of training for AA, the team took 
some major positives from the rounds. 
These will translate into development and 
improvements over the next year, with 
help from the coaching team (parents and 
Jay) and any other coaching interventions 
they get from the community. 

The most important thing to be aware 
of is that Great Britain now has a junior 
team who can develop and be competitive 
with the rest of the world. As a skydiving 
community, whether indoor or outdoor, 
we have to support and nourish them  
as the future competitors they are.  
Stay motivated, Recruitz – do your 
homework and listen to your coach!

4-way FS summary
As a flier on ACM Weembi, I have to stand 
back and say we’ve developed an incredible 
amount in the 18 months that we’ve  
been together; from a 23.3 average in 
October 2017 to 26.7 in April 2019. Using 
the World Challenge as a testing ground, 
we wanted to pick up our performance  
to compete with Echochamber and 
Airheads. However, the Swiss guys took 
it up another notch and posted their FAI 
personal bests by breaking the 29-average 

barrier and entering a new echelon. 
These are exciting times. The UK has 

teams that are knocking on the door of 
high-20 averages for indoor competitions 
and posting scores that match competitive 
Goliaths like Russia and Qatar. To do  
that, teams and competitors will need  
to have sharp individual skills, a strong 
commitment to develop together and  
the vision for different engineering.  
This is where British skydiving, indoor  
and outdoor, is going. Get on board!

3  ACM Weembi 

keeping the vertical 

move tight on 

block 5

4  Twinwoods-based 

British Junior team 

Skydive Recruitz 

have a 12-month 

plan to up their  

AA average from  

14 to 25 by WISC 

2020, and have  

been training with 

ACM and Milko 

since WISC 2019. 

They took bronze 

at the UK Indoor 

Nationals in the 

single A category
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VFS and 4-way Dynamic
We spoke to Tim Gaines, BPA VFS Rep 
and member of team Omni 99.

“There were seven teams this year in 
VFS, three of which we had competed 
against months earlier at the World 
Parachuting Championships in Australia 
and three we had not flown against. 

“After the first round, the American 
and Russian teams got off to a great start 
and had a good fight for first and second 
place while we battled Italy and Poland  
for third place. Sadly, we couldn’t quite 
keep up the pace on the fastest rounds 
and secured a solid fifth place. We are in 
no way upset about this after securing our 
highest-ever average of 21.2 and highest 
scoring round of 36 points in time!

“We also took the opportunity to 
compete in 4-way Dynamic, the most 
challenging part of which was the 
creation of a ‘free routine’: 90 seconds  
to fly however we liked as a team. This 
was the first time any of us had done any 
artistic-style event, so the learning curve 
was huge during our training – along  
with picking up several bruises! We knew 
the competition would be tough since 
dynamic competitions are usually entered 
by teams of tunnel instructors, but we 
learned a lot during training and at the 
competition. We definitely hope to keep 
up dynamic flying in addition to the VFS!”

2-way Dynamic
This highly competitive and frenzied 
category is one that leaves spectators 
open-mouthed at the sheer skill  
involved. We spoke to silver medallist  
Josh O’Donoghue of Windoor GB.

“Lewis and I are a new team that 
started competing at the end of 2018  
at the Belgium Open. Our plan for this 
season was more like a training round  

of competitions. We knew that, to get  
to the podium, we would need a lot of 
training together. At the start of 2019,  
we entered the Wind Games for our  
first big 2-way Dynamic competition  
of the year. During the first round of  
the competition, I hurt my ankle but  
we managed to push through the comp 
and got a respectable fourth place. 

“The next few months after the  
Wind Games were very busy. I had two 
tunnel camps overseas so, between the 
Wind Games and the British Nationals, 
we only had a week to train. During  
this week, we had to prepare a new 
routine for the Worlds. At the British 
Nationals, we managed to get a first  
that got us a place in the Worlds in  
2020. After the Nationals, we travelled 
directly to France to compete in what  
we saw as the hardest 2-way Dynamic 
competition there has ever been. 
Knowing the high level of competitors, 
we told ourselves the same as the start  
of the year – that this was a training 
comp for the next one. 

“After two days of intense battling,  
we somehow managed to get into the 
final! We couldn’t believe it. For us,  
that was already a huge win. During  
the final the next day, we flew our best 
and managed to keep second place.  
We couldn’t have done any of this 
without the huge support we got from 
Windoor – thank you, Windoor. Lewis 
and I have already started training for  
the next round of competitions, so next 
time there can be no excuses.”

8-way FS
8-way was a late addition to the WISC 
and was included as a trial event. BPA 
National Champions MicroClim8 fielded 
a team to take part in this first ever IPC 
8-way indoor event, with a mix of team 
members old and new (and even older). 
They felt privileged to be a part of this 
new event and were pleased to show 
their support for it. Their 21.2 average 
and high score of 31 on Round 6 
(M-Q-J-16) was more than enough to beat 
Poland and to finish in fifth place overall. 

5  MicroClim8 

6  Dynamic 2-way 

silver medallists 

Windoor GB (who 

managed to avoid 

the team shots  

on page 26, but  

who can’t escape 

the paparazzi  

when they’re in  

the chamber!)

7  The British 
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RAeC AWARDS

This year’s Royal Aero Club Awards recognised  

BPA members who have done a great deal for the sport

PHOTOS: MARTIN GAMMON, HERE AND NOW PHOTOGRAPHY

T
he Royal Aero Club of the 
United Kingdom (RAeC) is 
the national co-ordinating 
body for air sport in the 
United Kingdom. Dating back 

to 1901 (before the Wright Brothers’ first 
flight and 60 years before the BPA was 
founded!), the club has HM The Queen  
as its Patron and HRH Prince Andrew as 
President. Each year, an awards ceremony 
is held to celebrate the great and the good 
of aviation from member organisations 
including several aircraft and pilots’ 
associations, ballooning, gliding, 
microlights and, of course, the BPA.

Of the many awards presented on  
the evening of May 16, six were to BPA 
members. Dave Howerski and Tony 
Uragallo were both awarded Royal Aero 
Club silver medals while Bob King 
received a bronze medal. Kim Newton 
was awarded a Royal Aero Club Certificate 
of Merit, NFTO were the recipients of 
the Prince of Wales Cup and Rob Colpus 

received the Jim Crocker Trophy for an 
Outstanding Contribution to the Sport. 
This is a BPA award, not a Royal Aero 
Club award, but Rob also has one of those 
already in the form of a Royal Aero Club 
Diploma which was presented in 2007.

  DAVE HOWERSKI: ROYAL

  AERO CLUB SILVER MEDAL

Dave Howerski has been involved in 
skydiving for nearly 50 years. He has been 
an active competitor and participant in 
big-way formations in the UK and Europe 
and in a Formation Skydiving World Cup, 
never losing his enthusiasm for the sport. 

He has made more than 14,300 jumps 
with a freefall time of more than 189 
hours. He has jumped from many 
different aircraft and even from a  
balloon, and from heights as high as 
20,000ft or more and as low as 800ft.

He has served on the BPA Council and 
the Safety and Training Committee, and 
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was a driving force behind the move – 
which took five years – to allow students 
to jump square canopies. He ran a 
three-year test programme on static  
line squares for the BPA before we 
adopted the Ram-Air Progression  
System (RAPS) in the 1990s.

Dave was heavily involved in 
introducing sequential Relative Work – 
now known as Formation Skydiving – 
into the UK. He was also one of the first 
to qualify in Accelerated Free Fall (AFF) 
instruction in the UK, following which  
he went on to train approximately 100 
AFF Instructors over some 32 years.

Dave wrote one of the first books on 
FS: Body Flying. He is held in such esteem 
that, after the Mannheim air disaster  
in 1982 in which nine skydivers from 
Swansea sadly lost their lives, he was 
asked to move to Swansea to help rebuild 
the club. He has remained closely 
involved with South Wales ever since. He 
was also one of the first members of the 
Drop Zone Operators’ Association, who 
help to provide a voice for dropzones.

  TONY URAGALLO: ROYAL

  AERO CLUB SILVER MEDAL

Tony Uragallo began skydiving in  
the UK in 1972. He has competed  
in Style and Accuracy and Formation 
Skydiving, winning multiple gold  
medals in each over the years at the  
BPA British National Championships.  
He has also represented Great Britain  
at World Championships in Formation 
Skydiving, Style and Accuracy and 
Wingsuit Flying, making him one of  
a very few competitors to represent  
Great Britain in multiple disciplines.

In 1978, as a member of the 4-way  
FS team Symbiosis, Tony and his team 
won the Australian Nationals. Tony  
also won gold at the US Nationals in  
16- and 20-way, and Symbiosis went 
on to win silver at the FS World 
Parachuting Championships.

Having made his own first jumpsuit 
using his mother’s sewing machine in 
1976, Tony founded the Florida-based 
TonySuits company the following year. 
Originally a small producer, the company 
has grown over the years and Tony now 
employs a team of more than 20 who 
specialise in the design, fitting and 
manufacturing process.

TonySuits became instrumental in 
advancing the disciplines of Formation 
Skydiving, Freeflying, Style and Accuracy 
and Wingsuit Flying. Tony says “I strive to 
make the best wingsuits, to go compete in 
them and to win or excel in some way, 
against young people a third of my age”. 

Tony has represented GB at the first two 
Wingsuit First Category Events and was 
British Champion in 2014. He also stated; 
“I love to research, to make prototypes and 
be honest when testing them. It’s too easy 
to be tired from experimenting and say 
‘That will do’. I work on that project until  
a wingsuit has ‘the magic’.”

Tony certainly has the magic; he is  
only the second British inductee to the 
International Skydiving Hall of Fame.  
He achieved this great honour because he 
is regarded by the worldwide skydiving 
community as a pioneer of wingsuit flying.

  BOB KING: ROYAL AERO

  CLUB BRONZE MEDAL

Bob King remains one of the lesser-sung 
heroes of British parachuting and his 
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sustained commitment over 56 years to 
date is as strong as it was on his first 
jump. He made that first jump back in 
1963 and has maintained an unfailing 
interest and involvement in the sport  
ever since. He was awarded a Royal  
Aero Club Certificate of Merit in 2008  
for his highly respected work as a judge  
in the discipline of Style and Accuracy.

In the 1960s, as the sport developed 
and new clubs opened, he became a 
well-known jumper at clubs all over  
the UK and was a founder member of  
the demo team Nomads, which quickly 
turned into a competition team. 

Bob has attended 30 FAI World 
Parachuting Championships in Style  
and Accuracy either as a competitor, 
British team manager/trainer, trainee 
Judge, Judge, event Judge or Chief Judge. 
In the UK, he has attended 42 British 
National Championships in Style and 
Accuracy either as a competitor, Judge, 
event Judge or Chief Judge. 

His outstanding tally of achievements 
as a competitor is: six BPA National gold 
medals, two BPA National silver medals, 
one BPA National bronze medal and 12 
BPA National tankards – the BPA used  
to present tankards and changed to 
medals during the 1970s. He was also 

presented with a silver plate donated by 
the Daily Telegraph for his competitive 
achievements in 1971.

Bob is the first choice for any Chief 
Judge in Style and Accuracy to be on  
their panel and is one of the most highly 
regarded FAI Judges in the world. He has 
built up this reputation and expertise  
over many decades of loyal service.  
He is also held in high esteem by the 
competitors, having earned their respect 
over the years and always making time  
to explain decisions to them even in the 
middle of a World Meet. 

He is also involved in gliding, holding  
a pilot’s licence and packing the reserves 
for his local gliding club.

  KIM NEWTON: ROYAL 

  AERO CLUB CERTIFICATE 

  OF MERIT

Kim Newton has been a BPA member  
for more than 30 years and has made 
significant contributions to parachute 
rigging in the UK during that time.

As a BPA Rigger since 1988, Kim has 
worked her way through the ratings from 
Potential Rigger (as the modern-day Basic 
Rigger used to be called) to one of the 
handful of Rigger Examiners in the BPA. 
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Kim has been a full-time Rigger at some 
of the busiest UK dropzones including 
Hibaldstow and Chatteris, where she 
presently works.

As a regular attendee at and 
contributor to the BPA Riggers’ 
Subcommittee, Kim also gives a lot  
of her time and wealth of respected 
experience and judgement to the  
running of rigging in the UK.

As a Rigger Examiner from 2007 to 
2018, Kim has taught and qualified many 
of the past and present BPA Riggers.  
She consistently demonstrates an  
attitude of genuine interest and care  
for all matters relating to rigging.

Kim’s massive but too-often unsung 
and thankless contribution to UK  
rigging should not be ignored and it  
is appropriate to recognise her with  
a RAeC Award.

  TEAM NFTO: PRINCE 

  OF WALES CUP

The 4-way FS team NFTO (‘Not For The 
Ordinary’) has made a huge contribution 
to the sport of skydiving. They are an 
inspiration and role model to all and 
particularly to female skydivers, who  
are in the minority within the sport. 

The original team line-up won the 
bronze medal in Female 4-way FS at the 
Mondial in Chicago in 2016. NFTO 
represented Great Britain at the 2017 
Indoor Skydiving World Championships 
in Canada, winning silver with a new 
British Record 24.9-point average. That 
record stood until they beat it at the 2018 
European Indoor Championships in Voss, 
where the team won the silver medal with 
a whopping 26.5-point average. 

At the BPA Nationals 2018, they won 
the overall FS 4-way event and beat 
long-term champions Satori XL. NFTO 
won silver in the Female 4-way FS 
category at the 2018 European Indoor 

Skydiving Championships held in 
Norway. They represented Great Britain 
in Female FS 4-way at the World 
Skydiving Championships 2018 in 
Australia winning a silver medal – a  
huge achievement. Following on from 
this, they also won gold in the Indoor 
World Cup in Bahrain after competing 
again in the Female 4-way FS category.

This award confirms our national  
pride in what they have achieved and  
in the future of skydiving as a  
recognised sport open to all. NFTO 
are an approachable, helpful team who 
always want to help others to succeed  
in the world of skydiving. They are a 
credit to Great Britain with their 
enthusiasm and professional approach.

  ROB COLPUS: JIM 

  CROCKER TROPHY FOR 

  AN OUTSTANDING

  CONTRIBUTION TO 

  THE SPORT

Rob Colpus was awarded the BPA Jim 
Crocker Trophy for his outstanding 
contribution to sport parachuting.  
This prestigious award, which comprises  
a mounted sword, recognises an 
exceptional and sustained contribution  
to sport parachuting over an extended 
period of time. Rob is an icon in the  
world of FS sport parachuting in Great 
Britain and far beyond. 

Rob was part of the legendary British 
team Symbiosis. He was also team captain 
of The Brits who took part in five World 
Records in mass formation drops. The 
most recent was the 400-way largest FS 
formation and 960-way mass drop in 
Udon Thani in Thailand in 2006 that  
are still world records today.

Rob was also part of Another Planet, 
which won every competition they 
entered in the UK and more than 20 
medals across five years. They also  

won many medals abroad, including  
twice being European Champions in  
1997 and 1998. Symbiosis had won this 
coveted title in 1991, continuing a long 
history of winning meets.  

Rob served on the BPA Council for  
six years in the 1980s and was the BPA’s 
delegate to the IPC, where he wrote a  
lot of the FS rules and designed many  
of the dives which are still in use today. 
The name change from ‘Relative Work’  
to ‘Formation Skydiving’ was also his 
achievement.

His contribution to our sport since  
the 1970s is magnificent and varied, 
continuing long after he stepped down  
as an active competitor. The RAeC 
celebrates this, in his retirement year,  
by the award of the Jim Crocker Trophy  
in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to our sport. 

7  Rob Colpus 

8  Team NFTO: 
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A
s a pair of humans that 
live without a particular 
location to think of as our 
home, it is important for 
Annette and me to 

constantly address the balance between 
the privileges and freedoms we enjoy and 
the compromises demanded by the 
lifestyle we have chosen. Sure, as airsports 
professionals we get to see and do some 
amazing things, but the same questions, 
concerns and anxieties follow us from 
place to place. How much can you really 
engage with somewhere you know well  
in advance that you will only spend a few 
weeks? How can you really be somewhere 
when the departure date looms 
perpetually? The burden of our freedom  
is to be, and to feel, forever temporary.

Down For 50 grew from an invitation 
to visit a friend in Alaska, but the real 
directional shift can be traced back to 
Skydive Chicago during the 2016 World 
Championships. In the middle of the 
big tent at the big event at what is very 
probably the best getting-sh*t-done 
dropzone on the planet, Annette 
presented me with one of those questions 
to which she already knows the answer…

“Is this fun?”

It is an immense privilege to participate 
in skydiving at the highest level and, 
while larking about with parachutes to 
the point where people are awarding each 
other medals over who is better at it is 
fairly solid proof that one’s life is set to 
easy mode, the only honest answer I had 
was no. It was a lot of things, but it was 
not fun – not any more. At that point, I 
was six years into serious competitions 
and it had been a good while since 
skydiving had felt like real adventure – 
since the days that every jump was an 
event to be remembered and treasured.  

I wanted that back. We wanted that back, 
and six months visiting every corner  
of the USA seemed like a way to really  
dig into the identity of a country in a 
fashion our regular bouncing around  
over international borders prohibits. 

We could and would go looking for 
that we had begun to miss, and what 
better place for it than the great big 
bigness of America? A land of skydiving 
myths and legends, where you can frolic 
endlessly in the cloudless desert skies of 
the Southwest at dropzones that never, 
ever stop turning or assess the quality  
of the conditions up in the Northwest  
by how many snow-covered volcanoes 
you can count from the windows of the 
plane. You can explore the many storied 
operations of the Northeast where they 
dance around the weather in a most 
familiar way, or brave the swampy heat of 
the Deep South and its surprising amount 
of just-right dropzones in a perfect 
porridge of places to get your zoom on. 

This is also the America whose peak 
cultural imperialism and soft power 
loomed large over the structure of my 
life and built me into a person at the  
tail end of the 20th century. The land  
of Butch and Sundance, of Sigourney 
Weaver’s Ripley and Disney’s Jungle Book. 
The America of James Brown and Aretha 
Franklin. Of Hemingway and Vonnegut. 
Of Bob Dylan and Johnny Cash and Tom 
Waits. And and and and and. The country 
of popular culture so potent that it oozes 
off the screen or the page or out of your 
headphones and into your brain forever 
– making you promise that one day you 
will go out there to look for it. Maybe  
one day you will ride a Harley Davidson 
through the Black Hills of South Dakota 
and then on down Main Street of 
Deadwood itself. Maybe one day you will 
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wander bemusedly through the ghastly 
spectacle of Las Vegas on too many drugs 
after burning flat-out across the desert in a 
too-powerful car. Maybe one day you will 
loop a tiny plane high up in the mountains 
of Alaska, or drink fancy bourbon at sunset 
on the banks of the Tennessee River, or 
stand in the shadow of a Saturn V quietly 
celebrating that of which we are capable. 
One day, one day, one day. 

Maybe one day you will make a bad 
choice and die in a lake and be dead 
forever. Better get your living done.

As is the way of things, we joked 
beforehand and rolled our eyes at the 
amount of Cessna jumps we were 
potentially faced with across all 50 states. 
Looking back now, these are some of 
my most treasured memories of the trip. 
Our particular goals combined with  
the relentless time pressure and the 
consistently frantic logistics dictated that 
each and every climb into an aircraft 
represented important tangible progress 
toward actually completing the project. 
The perceived chore of a long, slow ride to 
altitude often actually meant a chance to 
relax and learn a bit about where we were 
– to hear some geography and history 
from a handful of locals who are proud 
indeed of their spot and their sky and 
their stretch of the horizon. We knew that 
Down For 50 wasn’t about the kind of 
skydiving we were doing – it was about 
the kind of people we were doing it with, 
and the humble little Cessna allows sport 
parachuting to exist in a lot of places that 
don’t have access to big planes and fancy 
things. The 182 quietly and diligently 
props up the skydiving industry all around 
the world, allowing the true dropzone 
families to exist in the kind of places 
where you turn up deep into bonfire time 
to a mythological menagerie of fuzzy, 
glittery onesie monsters setting off 
home-built explosives in the landing area 
– all the while offering reassurances that, 
while his indignant presence had been 
entertained once already that evening, 
there really was nothing that the sheriff 
could do about it. Slap anyone about the 
face who is down on this mighty plane. 

I had been to America here and there 
over the years. LA, New York, Chicago – 
the usual stuff from on the telly. Riding 
out into the rest of the country also 
represented for me an opportunity 
to get to know it better than before.  
The more you travel, the bigger the  
world feels – something which six 
months, 12,000 miles and 50 states only 
served to reinforce. Yet there are times, 
just every now and then – when a place 
reveals itself in unexpected ways. 

We experienced remarkable generosity 
– remembered and represented best by 
the time I clipped a traffic cone amidst 
some narrow construction work, drawing 
it under the wheels of the RV and 
removing both the mu�er and about four 
feet of exhaust pipe. This is just one more 
entry to a long list of occasions where we 
believed we were simply done and the 
project irreparably broken – this time 
averted by a burly, good-natured young 

man who, upon seeing the filthy, bleeding, 
desperate and utterly defeated state we 
were in at the door of his auto shop, 
worked for hours in the summer heat of 
somewhere to get us going and refused 
absolutely any kind of payment from two 
strangers who simply needed his help. 

There are also curiosities, such as the 
day the fairly usual scene of me eating 
rice and beans on the steps of our vehicle 
in a Wal-Mart car park was altered 
drastically by a dangerous-looking man’s 
announcement that he intended to 
approach and engage us in conversation 
– and that he was calling out in this 
fashion as he goes armed and didn’t want 
to startle us. The man was openly wearing 
a brown leather gun belt holstering an 
ornate, genuine, real-life six-shooter  
and, in that moment, I was as close as  
I will ever be to living in a Western.  
The open-carry state is quite a thing for a 
Briton to behold, with armed people just 
going about the place. An AR15 slung 
across the back on a sport bike in traffic. 
Shorts, flip-flops and a Glock, buying 
bananas and loo roll in the supermarket.   

Another car park, somewhere in the 
south. This time, we see half a dozen 
African American men in their early 
twenties who look to me through every 
filter of personal experience to be gang 
members, and I am thrown into confusion 
and fascination because they are all on 
horseback. I am bamboozled as they talk 
with shoppers and families and pose for 
pictures among the cars. Then they are 
whooping and hollering as they go on 
their way. The black cowboy – a modern 
subculture I didn’t even know existed. 
Police don’t hassle you so much and you 
are significantly less likely to be shot in a 
drive-by if you are on a pony, apparently.  

Or indeed there is total bemusement 
– while out there searching for peak 
America – at an outdoor pursuits shop 
large enough to contain a rifle range, 
a taxidermy menagerie and a section 
dedicated solely to jauntily coloured 
weapons designed for and marketed solely 
to children. It makes me wonder how 
many kids get a whoopsie crossbow bolt 
through the neck every hunting season 
because they didn’t get the bright pink one.    

Then there is the seemingly endless 
repetition of the same stores selling the 
same things again and again and again, 
crushing your spirit into a hopeless 
acceptance of the way convenience 
culture is making the world all the same 
wherever you go because that is actually 
what we all seem to really want anyway. 
We tried to resist at first, but through 
necessity ultimately came to appreciate  
the consistency and scale of the Wal-Mart 
– the relative safety of parking, the 
company policy of being able to sleep there 
in a vehicle for a single night, and the 
ability to get the oil and tyres done while 
shopping for practically anything and 
everything we might require to keep going 
from dropzone to dropzone. I will never  
set foot in another as long as I may live.

Writing about this trip six months 
down the line, rolling the experiences 
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around and trying to order them into 
some kind of meaningful communicable 
text, it is curious exactly how events order 
themselves in one’s mind and how often 
little things echo the loudest. For every 
big spectacular jump or grandiose 
moment, there is a small memory that 
manifests unbidden into my head with 
as much importance, as if the uncanny 
balances of the universe apply to this as 
much as anything and everything else. A 
mountain bluebird on a reassuring finger. 
A quiet walk through an infinity of 
fireflies. Homemade biscuits and gravy. 

A lot of people contributed to making 
Down For 50 happen – so many. What 
is truly important is that it was every 
single small gesture of kindness along  
the way that ultimately added up to us 
finding the means and the motivation  
to get to the end of what became the 
biggest challenge of our lives. Just as the 
support from the dropzones and our 
sponsors and those who donated was 
crucial, it was every basket of laundry or 
use of a proper shower or container of 

leftover potato salad that saw it through. 
Thank you all so much. 

Thank you especially to the young 
man in Missouri, whose name I don’t 
remember and whose face I cannot  
recall, for pulling me from the lake on 
that day and saving my life. 

To Brett Kistler, for being me when I 
wasn’t available. To Susan and Terry O’Neil, 
for the flawless hospitality, the graceful 
conversation and the robust nutrition.  

And to Annette, for all of the things. It 
might have been me with the morphine 
and the darkness and twenty staples in 
my stomach, but any grit I showed by 
climbing out of the abyss and back on the 
road is nothing compared to the strength 
you demonstrated during those days.

Down For 50 turned out to be many 
things. We went out in search of the 
great skydiving adventure and found 
much more than that. Taking on a project 
that lasts for a full six months means 
transplanting everything about being  
a person into that situation – nothing  
gets left behind. We ultimately had to 

examine every element of how we exist 
and function as people, and as such 
learned hard, fast lessons about how  
to stay healthy – both physically and 
mentally – through immense challenges. 
We were granted the exquisite highs  
of once-in-a-lifetime experiences and 
battled with very real grown-up problems 
like mortality and existentialism. We  
were forced to confront the impact we 
have on the planet and that which the 
modern world has on us in turn. We 
learned that we are strong and stupid  
and capable and naive and wise and 
resolute and alive.

But was it fun? Now there’s a question. 

Joel is sport manager and Chief 

Instructor at Hurricane Factory  

Berlin. Down For 50 was supported  

by Larsen and Brusgaard, Cypres,  

Cookie Composites, Vertical Suits, 

United Parachute Technologies,  

NZ Aerosports and Hypoxic. 

The project was completed in 

support of Operation Enduring Warrior. 

There is precious little space in a single magazine article to share everything that went into the planning 

and execution of skydiving in all 50 of the United States, but the dots are there to join should you so  

choose. The Down For 50 Vimeo channel has a full complement of short videos representing a snippet  

of every state and, on the Skydive the Mag YouTube channel, you can �nd a seminar from January’s 

BPA Skydive The Expo where I blab quite quickly for almost an hour about some of it. Annette has  

shared some of her thoughts and feelings, both in the skydiving press and the more intimate forum  

of her personal blog. Also, if you are really keen, there are a couple of mid-project podcast appearances  

to dig up, along with a bit of telly and some newspaper clippings and stuff.
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t. +30 6944 98 43 12   e. hellenic_skydivers@yahoo.gr

skydivegreece.grArrange your skydive today:

WHAT IS HE 
THINKING 

ABOUT?

a) Amazing view!    b) The sea, the sky and me! I love it!

c) I’m �ying!    d) Hey! That’s my yacht down there!

e) Freedom!!    f ) Geodesy for fun!

Miraculously, every single jump is a unique, exciting story. 
Come and skydive with us. When life is the question, you are the answer.

CORRECT ANSWER:
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With huge diamonds, roving snakes, unexpected fireworks, world records and  

an unforgettable cutaway, no-one was bored at this year’s CF Spring Fling…   
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I
n 2018, my son Wes sent me a picture 
of a CF 37-way diamond he was on at 
the Spring Fling in America. He didn’t 
know it at the time, but the seed had 
been sown for this CF old-timer (or 

CRW, as it was known in the old days). 
The good news was that it didn’t take 

much to persuade Chris Ware, another 
competitor from the old days, to join me 
on this Spring Fling 2019 adventure. This 
annual event is the largest CRW boogie in 
the world, it’s geared for all experience levels 
of CRW and it keeps growing. This year, 153 
participants registered from 17 countries. 
Each year, they have 12-15 new CRW pups 
with no CRW jumps. For the last three years, 
they have not had a single wrap or cutaway 
for any of the pups and this Spring Fling was 
going to be no exception. Most pups go on 
to do 16-way diamonds during the week.

I like the fact that this event caters for 
everyone from no CF jumps upwards. 
Chris and I were going back to school to 
learn and we had bucketloads of desire  
to do so. On the plus side, we had an 
advantage in controlling the fear factor of 
having been involved in more than 1,700 
CF jumps between us in the past. However, 
on this trip, we were the students and we 
would be doing the listening.

The words ‘diamond formation’ just 
instantly bring back memories for me – 
back to the day when the Royal Marines 
tried to build the first 4-way diamond in 
the UK in 1979. Our main problem in those 
days was that we used to hook our feet into 
the cell as opposed to the outside line. This 
did not allow the parachute to breathe and 
be able to float up slightly. Instead, it just 
created a hinge point for the outside of the 
parachute to rise and then dive into the 
centre of the formation. Some of the wraps 
we had were on parachute displays over 
cities. There was a huge incentive to 
untangle the mess to separate before 
landing in the arena because we had 
round reserves in those days. Yep, just the 
word ‘diamond’ sends my heart rate up. 

BRITISH INVASION

Once Wes, Chris and I arrived in Sebastian 
in Florida, we met up with other Brits  
who had made the journey: Marcus 
Muir-Smith, Jason Hobbsie, Kel Spittle, 
Simon Perry, Max Holmes, Phil Sparrow 
and Paul Nougat. There may have been  
an age gap between us, but CF doesn’t 
distinguish. We would all go through  
the same mental process on the jumps. 

With our docs checked, our names are 
put on a magnet which has a colour to 
indicate your parachute size. Then it’s time 
to place your name on the board indicating 
that you want to jump and, before you know 
it, a coach is rounding you up. After a quick 
assessment of people’s skill levels, I find 
myself on a 9-way diamond. One of the guys 
has ten CF jumps and is doing a wing 
dock. I can’t help thinking that this would 
not be happening in the UK – you would 
want him to come back with far more CF 
jumps. “The thing is, Dad, it may seem 
crazy, but it works out here,” my son tells 
me, as I start to count how many hook 
knives I can take up with me on my jump. 

The Twin Otters are in full swing and, as 
I look towards the skies, I just keep seeing 
different-sized CF diamonds building.  
The parachute setup is not too dissimilar  
to how we did it in the old days and it’s  
not long before I find myself exiting the 
Otter and hitting the slipstream. I follow 
my wingman in to lock him off with 
another jumper. As much as I’ve been told 
to come in at a shallow angle, old habits 
creep in and I approach from below. But I 
dock only eight seconds after my wingman, 
so I’m happy. Our 9-way diamond is 
complete and it does feel solid – to my 
surprise. We’re back on the ground and, 
after a quick repack, we’re in the debriefing 

room to watch the video and get feedback 
on our performances. The coaches ensure 
as best they can that a cameraflyer films 
each jump so that the maximum learning 
can be achieved from each debrief.

BANG-UP JOB

Jump number three and my wingman has 
docked as I make my approach. He is not 
my target; it’s the inside person. I shout his 
name to make him aware of my approach 
as I present my end cell. At the same time, 
the wingman hooks his foot around my 
outside line. A canopy approaches me and  
I take hold of the end cell, then extend my 
arm for the person next to me to be able to 

1  Learning for all 

levels 

2  “Phew, I’ve got 

away with that!”

2
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take hold as we keep eye contact. Things 
are going well, having built to twelve, and 
there’s only four more to dock who are all 
lined up. The outside left wing canopy 
above me has caught my eye as it seems to 
be misbehaving, reminding me of having 
seen similar back in my Marines days. 

Like slow-motion film, I see his canopy 
rise up and I know it’s incoming as my 
eyes enlarge. The canopy dives into the 
formation, taking another jumper with him. 
Someone has just hit the fast forward button 
as I’m hit by rigging lines and canopy 
material with a jolt as they depart from the 
formation. No sooner than I’m thinking 
“Phew, I’ve got away with that!”, I turn my 

head right only to see another two canopies 
incoming and I’m hit a second time. “Drop 
me!” the girl shouts out. Well, funnily 
enough, that’s exactly what I’m thinking. All 
individuals have separated and land safely, 
and everyone seems excited talking about 
their wrap experience. We are certainly high 
on adrenaline. By sheer bad luck, one of 
the collapsing canopies hit one of my 
fingers and caused a small fracture. I soon 
realise it won’t affect me as my remaining 
three fingers can still hold the toggle, so I 
continue to jump the rest of the trip.

LONG FALLS, CLOSE CALLS
Very few wraps occurred at this CF event, 

especially when you consider the experience 
levels and the amount of jumps that took 
place. Clearly, it shows how well individuals 
were coached and performed, and the 
perception is always worse than it is. In 
approximately 2,500 hook-ups, I’ve only ever 
had one cutaway due to a wrap. Even then, I 
felt at the time that the person might have 
been able to climb out of it. However, he 
made the call for me to cut away, so I did.

Simon has never been in big CF 
formations and finds himself in a completed 
17-way diamond. “That was just awesome!” 
he says. It’s clear to see from his smile how 
much he has enjoyed it. Simon and Wes, 
who make up the VelociWraptors, manage 

3

3  Looking for the 

launch: if you look 

closer, you’ll see 

that everyone in  

this beautiful 

14-way is looking 

to their right. This 

is because there 

was supposed to 

be a rocket launch 

at nearby Cape 

Canaveral, which 

these jumpers  

didn’t know had 

been delayed at  

the last moment. 

They saw it later 

from the ground 

with a beer instead!
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to fit in some team training. I chat to Wes 
to find out which jump he has enjoyed the 
most. “I think that has to be the beach 
jump and flying a 9-way formation over the 
coast,” he tells me. I can understand that, 
especially when the guys were landing just 
outside the bar and the beer was cold.

One can only assume that Marcus’ 
unforgettable Spring Fling jump has to be his 
12-way night CF jump. He found himself in a 
wrap that resulted in a cutaway, falling away 
into complete darkness – which must have 
felt like falling into the outstretched hands of 
the Grim Reaper. It seems the youngsters 
also like a bit of an adrenaline rush as well. 

The next day, I take a walk to see if I 
can find his canopy. The undergrowth  
is thick, high and impenetrable. There  
is a lot of rustling when I spot a snake 
disappearing back into the undergrowth 
by my foot. Who needs a watch to know 
it’s time to head back to the dropzone?

GOING OUT WITH A BANG

At the last moment, Jason finds himself 
being asked on the World Night 
Formation Record as one of the people to 
light up the formation with a spotlight. 
The Night World Record is achieved with 
a 37-way diamond, which looks awesome 
from the ground. To Jason’s surprise, as  
no one has mentioned it, he is flying next 
to the formation when individuals in the 
formation start to let off fireworks.

Max normally jumps camera on CF 
jumps, but now he finds himself docking 
on wings. He is doing an excellent job and, 
like the rest of us, he is having a huge 
learning curve. Kel is learning the benefits 
of two-one when it comes to having to  
use front risers because it doesn’t take  
any muscle strength and Paul is achieving 
what is asked of him. Once completed, 
some of the formations are broken up  
into small formations; a 16-way diamond 
is broken into four 4-way diamonds.

Chris and I chat about the different way 
they approach the formations compared 
to how we approached the stacks in the 
old days, and he tells me his first jump at 
Spring Fling was a three point 6-way 
before moving onto bigger things. I have 
now been on six 17-way diamonds docking 
in various slots and find my confidence 
has grown with these formations. 

Later in the week, they start to go for 
larger formations and I find myself on a 
43-way diamond. That’s exciting – my slot is 
No. 43. I’m very happy about that because the 
visuals should be outstanding. First, they go 
for a 36-way diamond sequential for a world 
record, so our jump is put on hold. That’s 
followed by a POPS World Record attempt. 
At last, our 43-way diamond group is geared 
up and we dirtdive with the aircraft turning 
and burning ready for us. Sadly, large clouds 
roll in. Damn – we were so close to what 
would have been an amazing experience. 

One of the coaches mentions it’s cool that 
a father and son are doing big CF formations 
together. He is right; it is rather cool and 
it’s a shared experience I will remember.

END WITH A FLOURISH

This event was organised by Brian Pangburn, 

who had a lot on his plate with running 
around ensuring things were going 
smoothly and at the same time helping to 
organise the world record attempts – not 
forgetting night and beach jumps as well. 

The following CF coaches should also be 
mentioned for their excellent contribution 
to a very successful event that saw more 
than 2,500 descents and a sky full of 
diamond formations: Eric Gallan, Chris 
Gay, Chris Bohn, Gerben Frankvoort, 
Francois Huot and Scott Lazarus.

A big thank you to Skydive Sebastian, 
which hosted the event, and the team in 
the o�ce who did an outstanding job of 
ensuring the event went smoothly and 
getting people in the air.

Someone posted a GoFundMe for 
Marcus to replace his lost canopy, sending 
information out to the CF and skydiving 
communities. They responded and raised 
enough money – thank you to all.

What are the plans for next year?  
The 2020 Spring Fling is planned for 
March 14-22 2020 and has more of the 
same plans for small-ways, big-ways, 
seminars and pup training. This is an  
ideal event to participate in for what is  
an amazing discipline. The nerves soon 
disappear the more you do and I highly 
recommend it from the experience I had.

We’re planning to go for a British CF 
Record in September in the UK. If any CF 
jumpers are interested, drop me a line. 

4  17-way diamond 

plus stinger.  

Andy Guest is  

on the fourth  

row down with  

the black, grey  

and red canopy

4
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J E R R Y 

G R E E V E S
…as remembered by Nick Brownhill

J
eremy John Greeves was born in 
Newcastle upon Tyne on July 6  
1964 to David and Patricia. He was 
one of three children, and was a 
younger brother to Paul and Susan. 

After leaving home at 16, Jerry’s initial path led to 
him following Paul into the Army. Signaller Greeves 
served tours in Ouston, Catterick, Germany and 
Northern Ireland. However, Jerry decided in 1987 
that the Army was too smelly and had this bizarre 
ritual of digging in, so he decided to leave. He moved  
to Wakefield where he did various jobs such as 
truck driving and fitting burglar alarms.

By 1990, Jerry had decided that Civvy Street didn’t 
really impress or promote his passion for long-
distance running, so he decided to rough it in the 
RAF as a Physical Training Instructor specialising as 
a Parachute Jump Instructor. This, he was told, 
was the best option for pursuing his ambition of 
representing the RAF at athletics – which he did 
indeed do and to great success, being the RAF cross 
country champion for several years. The only slight 
drawback to being a PJI was that Jerry actually hated 
jumping. Really hated it. He used to drive to Brize or 
Weston only if it was raining and he wasn’t likely to 
jump. It took him two years to do his first 50 jumps. 

Athletics was Jerry’s main focus before he got 
into skydiving and every weekend, holiday or free 
time was planned around races. He completed 26 

marathons, including 12 years in a row of London 
Marathons, and completed the course in an 
astonishing 2hrs 30mins. I mean, he only had  
little legs! He also represented Great Britain in 
triathlon and duathlon as well as completing five 
Iron Men. For the record, an Iron Man is a 2.4-mile 
swim, 112-mile cycle and a full marathon of 26.2 
miles. What an absolute warrior of an athlete. 

Although he wasn’t initially keen on skydiving, 
he stuck with it and, talented as he was, he was 
posted to Netheravon as an Instructor. That is 
where I first got to work with him and he quickly 
became my hero. After all, he was a good-looking 
bloke – they even made the Action Man doll in his 
likeness, and also to scale. His in-air skydiving skills 
were fantastic, his way with students was inspiring 
and his physical fitness was legendary. He had many 
great years at Netheravon as well as working at many 
other DZs including Weston, Redlands, Peterlee 
and South Cerney. Jerry flew camera, was a CSI, 
jumped tandems, taught AFF and coached FS and 
FF. He instructed on many military expeds, 
especially with the Royal Engineers at Elsinore, 
and worked with the BLESMA Trans4mers project.

Jerry left the RAF in 2007 and started working 
offshore on the rigs as a rope access electrician, 
which he did for 10 years. In 2009, in a quiet bar  
in a quiet town, Jerry met the beautiful and 
wonderful – if not so quiet – Rachel and they  

truly, madly fell in love. After a couple of weeks 
together, Jerry – without any prior warning –  
took Rachel on her first tandem in April 2009.  
She loved it so much that, by September, Rachel 
was qualified. Together, they formed Jumpschool 
and took their first two students, Jamie and 
Gareth, to the Algarve in November 2010.

Meeting Rachel and forming Jumpschool were 
two wonderful and life-changing events which 
have given joy to us all. The Jumpschool family 
grew and further trips had 50 people attending. 
Jerry and Rachel were very proud to see the 
progression in previous students; some are now 
Coaches, Instructors, Tunnel Instructors and some 
are even competing at World Championships.

I’m sure we all have so many stories about 
Jerry, Rach, Jumpschool and their shenanigans 
that we can all look back on with a smile and a 
laugh. Hopefully we will continue to share these 
memories with each other today and in future.

Jerry has left a massive legacy. He’s the kind of 
bloke I aspire to be and he was a shining example 
of generosity, loyalty, professionalism and decency. 
He was a loving father to six children – three his, 
three step kids. We were all proud to call him our 
friend and are so much richer for having had him 
bless our lives. Jerry, you are now free of the 
burdens of that terrible disease. Fly free, my friend. 
Reach for the skies and run like the wind. 

WE REMEMBER
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N E W  C O A C H E S

YES! With 200 jumps in your logbook, 

it’s time to peel the sticky back from 

the GoPro snag hazard point − sorry, 

I mean the mount − attach it to your 

helmet/visor/chin/chest strap/foot 

(delete as applicable) and off you go. 

Am I right? The big bad BPA said  

you had to wait. I mean, cameras  

these days are only tiny compared  

to those VHS dinosaurs of the 1980s. 

Surely the rules should have been 

updated by now?

Well, those rules actually don’t 

just say you need 200 jumps. In fact, 

they say you need a C Licence and a 

camera brief. Yes, you need 200 jumps 

for a C Licence, but you also need 

CH2, JM1 and another Grade 1 such 

as FS1 or FF1. This is intended to filter 

out inexperience. Someone who has 

jumped through all of these hoops 

should hopefully have also gained the 

wisdom along the way to realise that a 

C Licence is the MINIMUM requirement 

to jump camera, which is not the same 

as saying that anyone with 200 jumps 

is automatically fine to stick one on.

Before you do your first camera 

jump, you must also receive a brief. 

This should be comprehensive and 

include the following considerations, so 

start thinking about your answers now.

•  What would you do if your camera 

became entangled in something? 

This could be a line or your pilot 

chute during deployment, but it could 

equally be items as unexpected as  

the door mechanism of the aircraft  

or your friend’s reserve handle.

•  If you have a camera cutaway, have 

you rehearsed finding it under 

pressure? Have you considered how it 

might feel different if the camera was 

caught on something? You are adding 

an extra handle into your drills, so 

how does this handle interact with 

the other two in your emergency 

procedures? Do you have an RSL  

and does this change anything?  

In the event of an entanglement, 

which will snap first: the sticky  

mount or your neck? If your reserve 

bridle has just looped around your 

camera, how many seconds do you 

have left to fix the problem?

•  Are you someone who religiously 

stows your excess brake line?  

If not, you may want to start now!

•  A camera is a distraction, no matter 

how much you think it won’t be.  

It adds a layer of unfamiliarity to  

your jumps and processes that were 

previously routine now become 

interrupted by it. Tunnel vision  

can rear its head in freefall as you 

become focused on getting the  

shot at the expense of maintaining 

good all-round observation.

•  If you are ‘�ying’ camera for the first 

group to exit, as opposed to just 

‘wearing’ a camera on your fun jumps 

and will be exiting from the camera 

step, you have just become an obvious 

choice to be JM because you’ll be sat 

by the door and climbing out first. So, 

are you confident with all that entails 

and can you competently organise the 

lift, open the door and spot while still 

remembering to turn your camera on 

and not neglect your safety checks?

•  Most small-format cameras are 

fairly simple to operate and involve 

just one or two buttons. But can you 

find those buttons and be sure that 

you’re pressing them correctly once 

you can’t see them, when people are 

moving around because you’re on 

run-in and you’re wearing gloves? 

Don’t be that annoying person who 

distracts others from their pre-jump 

checks by repeatedly exclaiming  

“Is it on?” and “How about now?”.

•  After your canopy opens, how does 

wearing a camera change things?  

Will you have forgotten you’re 

wearing it by now and just have a  

lot of boring footage to delete later? 

Or will you be so distracted by it  

that you spend time turning it off 

when you should be checking your 

canopy, taking control and looking  

out for all the other canopy pilots  

who are sharing the sky with you?

The DZs given are the ones 

where the coach achieved 

their rating, but they may be 

available to coach at other 

DZs. Congratulations to all.

BASIC FREEFLY COACH

Matthew Botwright

Iain Grant, APA

BASIC TRACKING COACH

Matthew Botwright

Becky Hill

Ralph Mitchell, Weston

CF COACH

Lee Waite, Hinton

Dean Walton, APA

Jordan Dickinson, Blue Skies

Simon Perry

Cameron Clark, APA

FS COACH

Simon Soper, Headcorn

Rod McCrory, Wild Geese

Craig Shuttleworth

Jamie Porter

Gemma Perkins, APA

Stacey Briggs, APA

Timothy Bittleston, APA

Vanessa Kahr, APA

Darren Stuart, LPS

John Marshall, Hinton

Marcus Budgett

Stuart Selley, Tilstock 

TRACKING COACH

Marcus Budgett

Max McLeod, APA

Leighton Cross,  

Skydive Buzz

Stuart Selley, Tilstock

WS COACH

Colin Preece, Skydive Buzz

Ellie Marshall, Langar

James Cartwright, Hinton
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TOP TIPS FROM 
SOMEONE WHO 
SHOULD KNOW 
BETTER
We spoke to Phil Hartree, the 

cameraflyer on national champion 

8-way team MicroClim8, who had 

this advice: 

•  Don’t leave your SD card in the 

laptop. 

•  After deploying, there is a whole  

lot of sh*t to sort out. 

•  It does not matter if you checked 

and tightened things up before 

flying out to your training camp – 

they will loosen up again. 

•  SD cards can go in lopsided and 

cause ‘media error’. 

•  Slipping off the camera step is a 

good way to practise your chin-ups. 

•  You still have to run between lifts. 

•  The next group out pulling at 4.5 

are out to kill you. 

•  Expect the French coach to be using 

the French language on his laptop... 

and an AZERTY keyboard layout. 

•  Have spare everything. Cables, 

batteries, memory cards, tools...  

the list goes on. It’s better to have 

something you don’t need than to 

need something you don’t have.

By Dan Maden 

By Rob Lloyd 
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SAFETY ZONE

A R E  Y O U  S A F E 

F O R  S U M M E R ?

It’s always far better to learn from the 

mistakes of others than to have to experience 

them yourself, so here are the highlights of  

all the incidents that happened at BPA PTOs 

between February and April 2019. These are 

traditionally much quieter months than the 

busier summer season and we would expect  

the number of incidents to increase in the  

period after this Mag is released. So can you 

reflect on the statistics below to help you  

avoid becoming one of them?

Injuries
There were a total of eight injury reports 

received, of which four were to students and 

four were to A Licence holders and above.

A �rst-jump student fractured their 

collarbone while carrying out PLF training. 

A TR1 jumper with 312 jumps deployed her 

main in a head-down position while carrying  

out her �rst wingsuit jump. She experienced  

a hard opening, resulting in line twists that 

caused the canopy to spiral. She deployed her 

reserve and had two canopies out, which became 

a ‘down-plane’. She landed under both canopies, 

resulting in a broken leg, ribs and pelvis. 

Another jumper with 2,179 jumps dislocated 

his shoulder while reaching for his risers on 

opening. A third jumper, with 3,500 jumps, 

twisted his knee while running the speed off  

on landing. The �nal report was a jumper with 

1,360 jumps who hit a wind-blade on landing, 

bruising his hip and ribs. 

Malfunctions
Four Student Malfunction/Deployment Problem 

reports were received since the previous Safety 

and Training Committee (STC) meeting; three 

male and one female. 

A student with 20 jumps had a stiff pull,  

could not fully pull the main ripcord and 

deployed his reserve. Another thought he  

had a malfunction, but just rushed the safety 

count. Two �rst-time static line students carried 

out weak exits, resulting in line entanglements. 

The �rst entanglement cleared after a few 

seconds and the student landed safely under  

the main canopy. The other student was 

entangled in the main suspension lines and 

managed to clear the entanglement; however, 

the main canopy suffered a line over 

malfunction. The student did not identify the 

malfunction and was told over the radio to carry 

out his emergency procedures. The student 

landed safely underneath the reserve canopy. 

The Chair of STC expressed his concern  

with regard to the above entanglement 

incidents. He asked Chief Instructors to ensure 

that their Instructors carry out pro�cient exits 

from the ‘mock-ups’ during training and that 

they are actually assessing students correctly. 

He noted that these incidents were at separate 

PTOs and involved different aircraft. 

Fourteen Malfunction/Deployment  

Problem reports were received for A Licence 

parachutists or above; 12 males and two 

females. Two of the jumpers had fewer than  

100 jumps, eight had between 100 and 1,000 

jumps, and four had more than 1,000 jumps. 

Other incidents
One report was received of an AAD �ring.  

A student with 12 jumps was briefed to carry 

out a �ve-second delay after a three-month 

layoff. The student became unstable and 

deployed after approximately 19 seconds.  

This resulted in two canopies out and she 

landed safely just off the PLA. 

There were eight reports of ‘off landings’ 

received since the last meeting. These included 

two students and a tandem pair. 

There were three reports of items  

coming off jumpers on exit, in freefall or on 

deployment: one camera, a student’s helmet 

and a tandem student’s leather helmet. 

Three reports were received involving  

aircraft. Two were aircraft overflying PLAs  

while parachutists were in the air. Another 

involved a vehicle driving up a runway while  

a jump aircraft was taking off. 

The Chair reminded members of STC that,  

in the last 12 years, there have been three 

student fatalities – all from low cutaways. 

By Ming Chu
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DJI Osmo Action

As skydivers, we know how 

important it is to capture every 

microsecond of our jumps from 

multiple angles – because how 

else would anyone know we  

were skydivers? GoPro dominate 

our helmets, with Sony putting  

up a good �ght too with their  

AS range of cameras, but now,  

the leaders of the drone world, 

DJI, want in on the action.

We know DJI know their drones, 

but what about cameras? Well, 

the cameras on those drones have 

been long regarded as awesome, 

so it stands to reason that they 

could create something special  

in the action camera world.

Enter the Osmo Action, a 4K 

action camera with a 1/2.3-inch 

sensor that can capture 12mp 

stills and 4K footage at 60fps at 

100Mbps. Boasting ‘RockSteady’, 

By James 

‘Macca’ 

Macdonald

Facebook.com/

skydive macca

G E A R  Z O N E

CYPRES Maintenance 
Back in January, CYPRES changed their maintenance policy from 

‘highly recommended’ to ‘voluntary’ for any units manufactured after 

January 1 2016. This was based on data gathered from CYPRES 2  

units that were in the �eld, which had been updated in 2014.

At the time, the BPA made the decision to require that maintenance 

was undertaken on these newer units, in line with the older units, at  

the four- and eight-year points in the unit’s life.

Well, with more information, the BPA have now decided to follow 

the recommendation from CYPRES. UK jumpers with a unit made in 

2016 can have the maintenance performed voluntarily at four and eight 

years, and, for those with a unit from January 1 2017 onwards, at �ve 

and 10 years.

Anyone with an older unit will still need to send it in as before, as  

this is still mandatory. However, irrespective of which unit you have,  

it’s still worth sending it in for a check-up. You wouldn’t drive a car 

without a service for 15 years, would you? And that’s not likely to be 

your last chance at life…

Ultimate Ear Sky 
Plugs
Those who know me know I’m 

really cautious with my hearing.  

As skydivers, we expose our ears 

to some very high sound levels 

with no protection on a regular 

basis while jumping and also in  

the wind tunnel. The problem  

with hearing is that, once it’s gone, 

it’s gone. Worse still, you don’t 

lose all your hearing, but develop 

tinnitus and have to somehow live 

with a continual ringing in your 

ears driving you slowly insane.

So what can we do about it? 

Simple. Wear earplugs. 

I’ve never been a fan of the 

disposable squishy ones. Not  

only are they not that comfortable, 

but you often can’t reuse them 

and, if it’s hot out, they’re a lot 

harder to get in your lugholes. 

their Electronic Image Stabilisation, 

they claim that all your shots 

will be super-smooth and, with 

the ability to shoot HDR at 30fps, 

changing light conditions shouldn’t 

be an issue. If you like things slow, 

you can shoot at 8x slomo in 1080p 

at 240fps or 4x in 1080p at 120fps.

There’s a touch screen on the 

back and, interestingly, a screen 

on the front which is useful for 

framing those all-important sel�e 

videos on the ground. The case 

itself is dustproof, shockproof 

and waterproof, with the ability to 

work in sub-freezing conditions – 

perfect for a UK summer.

Featuring a removable battery, 

you should see 93 minutes 

of recording time when using 

RockSteady and 135 minutes 

without it. There are two built-in 

microphones and a speaker  

for checking your recording.  

With an adapter, you can use  

an external mic as well.

There’s obviously a range of 

accessories, including mounts, 

cases, handles and a selection 

of �lters over and above the ND, 

polarizer and underwater �lters 

that it ships with.

Want one? You can get it now for 

£329 from all the usual outlets.

dji.com

Custom earplugs are where it’s 

at, and my favourites are the Sky 

Plugs from Ultimate Ear. After 

taking a detailed mould of your ear, 

they then create perfectly �tting, 

re-usable earplugs out of their 

special medical-grade silicone, 

which is the softest and most 

comfortable you can get. There’s 

also a �ltered version of the plug, 

for those that might be concerned 

about equalisation of pressure – 

though I’ve never had an issue.

They have a slim pro�le, which 

means they �t perfectly under a 

helmet, and, because of the custom 

�t, they sit nice and snug so they 

won’t fall out. CE marked and 

certi�ed to EN353-2, they offer a 

SNR of 30 which puts them right up 

there in terms of noise reduction. 

Available in a range of colours, 

the guys can also engrave your 

name or logos on the plugs to 

make them completely custom.

The Sky Plugs are available 

from just £65 plus postage and  

a moulding fee of £25 – which is 

free if you �nd them at a show, 

such as BPA Skydive the Expo.

Obviously, what you can hear 

will be reduced with earplugs in, 

but I �nd it’s more the background 

drone of the aircraft or freefall 

that’s reduced and that I can hear 

people talking a lot more clearly. 

Under canopy, however, it’s worth 

being extra vigilant – just in case. 

ultimateear.com





14 – 24 Dec 2019

KING AIR B90 º HOT AIR BALLOON º 4 DIFFERENT STUNNING BEACHES º LOAD ORGANIZERS FOR ALL DISCIPLINES

Garden Route, South Africa

“We had an illegal amount of fun 

during our visit to Skydive Mossel 

Bay during Diaz Beach Boogie 2018. 

Mind-blowing scenery, cool people, 

super-star DZ staff, fast large airplane, 

and incredible apres-jumping 

activities. For me personally, it was best 

skydiving vacation of my life! Distances 

DZ management goes to enable fun 

jumpers to have fun is absolutely out 

of this world.” – Alexander Safonov 
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1 Black Knights

Black Knights  

Parachute Centre

Hillam Lane, Cockerham, 
Lancashire LA2 0DY
DZ: 01524 791820
Mob: 07970 764850
bkpcinfo@googlemail.com
bkpc.co.uk

Blackhawk Caravan
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2 Bridlington

Skydive GB

East Leys Farm, Grindale 
Road, Bridlington, E Yorkshire YO16 4YB
T: 01262 228033  
Mob: 07522 335713
info@skydivegb.com
skydivegb.com

GA8 Airvan

3 Cark

Skydive North West Club

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, 
Nr Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria LA11 7LS
DZ: 01539 558672
T: 01229 889516 
skydive-northwest@totalise.co.uk
skydivenorthwest.co.uk

PAC 750XL
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4 Chatteris

North London  

Skydiving Centre

Chatteris Airfield, Nr Stonea, 
March, Cambridgeshire PE15 0FB
DZ: 01354 740810
T: 0871 664 0113 
info@ukskydiving.com 
ukskydiving.com

Twin Otter, Nomad

5 Cornwall 

Cornish Parachute Club

Perranporth Airfield, 
Higher Trevellas, St Agnes, 
Cornwall TR5 0XS
Mob: 07790 439653
cornishparachuteclub@hotmail.co.uk
cornishparachuteclub.co.uk

Cessna 206, guest aircraft

6 Dunkeswell

Skydive.buzz Ltd

Dunkeswell Airfield,  
Dunkeswell, Devon EX14 4LG
T: 01404 890222 
Mob: 07718 638000
office@skydive.buzz 
skydive.buzz

Two Beech 99s
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7 Headcorn

Skydive Headcorn

Headcorn Airfield, 
Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
T: 01622 891670 
jump@headcorn.com
headcorn.com

Cessna Caravan

8 Hibaldstow

Target Skysports

Hibaldstow Airfield, 
Hibaldstow, Brigg, N Lincs DN20 9NN
DZ: 01652 648837
T: 01132 505600 
info@skydiving.co.uk 
skydiving.co.uk

Dornier G92 twin turbine,  

Supervan 900 Cessna Caravan

9 Hinton

Hinton Skydiving Centre

Hinton Airfield, Steane, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire NN13 5NS
T: 01295 812300  
info@skydive.co.uk
skydive.co.uk

PAC 750XL

10 Jersey

Skydive Jersey Ltd

C/O Jersey Aero Club,  
L’Avenue de la Reine Elizabeth II,  
St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands 
JE3 7BP
T: 01534 747410
info@skydivejersey.net 
skydivejersey.net

Cessna 206, guest turbines

11 Langar

British Parachute Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, 
Nottingham NG13 9HY
T: 01949 860878 
info@skydivelangar.co.uk
skydivelangar.co.uk

Cessna Grand Caravan, Blackhawk 

Cessna Caravan, guest aircraft 

12 Netheravon

Army Parachute Association

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9SF
T: 01980 628250 
coursesmanager@netheravon.com 
netheravon.com

Two BlackHawk Caravans,  

guest aircraft

13 Paragon

Paragon Skydiving

Errol Airfield, Grange,  
Errol, Perthshire PH2 7TB
T: 01821 642454 
billy.gollan@btinternet.com
paragonskydiving.co.uk

Cessna 182
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14 Peterlee

Peterlee Parachute Club

The Airfield, Shotton 
Colliery, Co Durham DH6 2NH
T: 01915 171234
info@SkydiveAcademy.org.uk 
skydiveacademy.org.uk

Cessna 182, Supervan  

900 Cessna Caravan

15 Reading

London Parachute School

Chiltern Park Aerodrome, 
Icknield Road, Ipsden, 

Oxfordshire OX10 6AS
T: 0845 130 7194
info@londonparachuteschool.com
londonparachuteschool.com

Islander, Cessna Grand Caravan

16 Salisbury

Go Skydive Ltd

Hangar 3, Old  
Sarum Airfield, 
Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6DZ
T: 01722 567536
info@goskydive.com
goskydive.com

Supervan 900 Cessna Caravan

17 St Andrews

Skydive St Andrews

Osprey Road, Fife Airport, 
Glenrothes KY6 2SL
T: 01592 882400
skydivestandrews@mail.com
skydivestandrews.co.uk

Cessna 185, Turbo Cessna 206

18 Strathallan

Skydive Strathallan

Strathallan Airfield, Nr Auchterarder,
Perthshire PH3 1LA
DZ: 01764 662572
T: 07836 201953 
kkbrady@btinternet.com
skydivestrathallan.co.uk

Three Cessna 206s, guest turbine

19 Swansea

Skydive Swansea

Swansea Airport, Fairwood, 
Swansea SA2 7JU
T: 07779 019655
info@skydiveswansea.co.uk
skydiveswansea.co.uk

Cessna Caravan

20 Swindon

Blue Skies Freefall Club

Redlands Airfield,  
Redlands Farm, Wanborough, 
Swindon SN4 0AA
T: 01793 791222
info@skydivelondon.co.uk
skydivelondon.co.uk

Airvan

21 Tilstock

Skydive Tilstock Freefall Club

Tilstock Airfield, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA
T: 01948 841111
skydive@skydivetilstock.co.uk
skydivetilstock.co.uk

Airvan

22 Beccles Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Beccles Airfield, Ellough, 
Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7TE
T: 01502 476131
jump@ukparachuting.co.uk
ukparachuting.co.uk

Blackhawk Cessna Caravan

23 Sibson Skydivers

UK Parachuting

Sibson Airfield, Wansford, 
Peterborough PE8 6NE
T: 01832 280490 
skydive@ukparachuting.co.uk
skydivesibson.co.uk

Two Cessna Caravans

24 Weston

RAF Weston on the Green,

Bicester, Oxford OX25 3TQ

Currently military only

25 Wild Geese

Wild Geese Skydive Centre

Movenis Airfield,  
116 Carrowreagh Road, Garvagh, 
Coleraine, Co Londonderry, N Ireland 
BT51 5LQ
T: 028 2955 8609 
jump@wildgeeseskydive.com
wildgeeseskydive.com

Cessna 206

 BPA Overseas 
Affiliated DZs (PTOs)

Cyprus

Cyprus Parachute Centre

CJSATC, BFPO 58, 
Dhekelia Garrison, Cyprus 
T: +357 2474 4114
info@skydivecyprus.org
skydivecyprus.org 

Cessna Grand Caravan

 Parachuting 
Societies

BCPA

British Collegiate  

Parachute Association

mail@bcpa.org.uk
bcpa.org.uk

A community for  

university skydivers

POPS and SOS

Parachutists Over Phorty 

and Skydivers Over Sixty 

Polly Chandler, Top POP 
parachutistsoverphortyUK@gmail.com
pops.org.uk

9

Affiliated DZs available to BPA members – how many have you jumped at?
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2

1  Kyle Skoyles, Mark 

Fleming, MWR and  

Philip Colins bringing  

colour to the skies  

with a number of tube  

jumps during Boogie 1,  

by Nick Davison

2  13-way at the 

Langar Boogie, by  

Gary Wainwright

3  Mark Gatt over the 

south west of Jersey,  

by Nigel O’Brien

4  Ant, by Pat Holmes

5  Wingsuit rodeo, by 

Fraser Corsan
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BCPA

START AS YOU  

MEAN TO GO ON
Spring is here, which means one thing: jumping season begins. 

And what better way to kick it off than by taking 21 people 5,000  

miles to sunny San Diego? 

Despite a cloudy first few days, with many cries of “There’s a hole!” 

and “It looks jumpable”, the group was able to smash out around 500 

jumps in just nine days. We also had several amazing achievements, 

including two zero-to-hero A Licences, four B Licences and even a  

D Licence! To top everything off, we even squeezed in a cheeky  

day trip to Perris for balloon jumps and to jump from a Skyvan.

Much fun was had by all, and we can’t wait ’til next year!

Michael Homes, Tour Organiser

BECCLES

BETTER BY THE YEAR
As I’m sure you can tell already that this year is well underway 

with lots of jumping going on at Beccles and we don’t plan on  

stopping any time soon!

I’d like to start this article by saying how much of a success this 

year’s Scrambles competition was. It was awesome to see so many 

new faces coming along and joining in with the jumping, as well as 

some old ones returning. I would say that it was the most successful 

Scrambles we have had and it’s great to see how much our club 

jumpers have improved their flying abilities (and drinking skills).

With nine teams competing, the use of the Blackhawk and the help  

of our manifester, we were able to complete the whole competition  

in just one day! Not to mention the fact that we were in the pub by  

four o’clock. Now onto the juicy bit; the winner of the competition  

was Team Dumbo, winning after a close battle with 49 points. 

Team Dumbo consisted of Jordan Bate, Ian Whayman, Lee Jenkings 

and, yours truly, Callum Kennedy. For me, someone who has never 

competed in Scrambles and was used as a fill-in, I must say it was  

a great experience. It’s amazing how much you can learn over just  

four jumps. For anyone who also has not competed, I highly suggest 

you look into our Speed Comp in September because it will give you  

a real insight into the sport and how fun FS can be.

I’d like to thank everyone who came along and participated – Stuart 

for flying, Steve for manifesting, Danny for organising everything, all  

of FS Coaching gods (Hari, Katie, Mark to name a few), Tomo for 

housing and watering them, Javi and Yaz for the packing and Nina for… 

I don’t know, but it would be wrong of me not to put her in the article.

Asides from Scrambles, we have been busy jumping AFF with loads  

of bright-eyed, bushy-tailed students coming through the works.  

I look forward to seeing you all gain experience and jumps over the 

coming years, so best of luck to you all.

That‘s all for this month’s article. Just remember to keep your eyes 

peeled for the Speed Comp in September because that’s definitely a 

date for the diaries! 

Callum Kennedy

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Graig Gilmour, Philip Holland, Ben Levy, 

Gareth Mead, Paul Rose, James Stuart, David Taylor  

JUMP NUMBERS  200  Aaron Rugley, Kevin Woods  700  Rhian Hogg  1,000  

Mark King 

BLACK KNIGHTS

OFF TO A FLYING 

START
Now the season is in full swing, we kicked off the events calendar 

with Jim Bradwell’s 10-way FS event. This event saw lots of great 

formations and progression throughout the weekend. A big thank  

you to Jim for his advice and knowledge, and we look forward to 

welcoming him back in September. 

We also had our first Freefly event of the season over the Easter 

weekend in April and, boy, what a turnout! The weather actually 

allowed us to jump on four days over the bank holiday and our 

skydivers took full advantage of the blue skies with the help of  

Ally Milne. Thank you again to Ally for all your help over the busy 

weekend. Hopefully we will see you back in the skies over Black 

Knights again soon!

Mark Lord continues to help our skydivers gain more experience in  

the FS world with his Big-way for Beginners events, and his next  

event is taking place in June. June’s weekends are packed with 

various events, including Freefly, Tracking, FS and Wingsuiting, so 

please see our Facebook page for further details about these events.  

If you want to attend any of these events, please also ensure that  

you book your bed early because spaces have been filling up quickly. 

We also have some new flockers at BKPC gaining their WS1s – 

congratulations to Steve Broadbent and Matt Brears. Thank you  

to Matt Denton for coaching and hopefully we will have more 

fledglings on the wingsuit event in June. 

One of our very own skydivers, Pud Waterhouse, is hosting his own 

NEWS

BCPA

Hoop jump over 

sunny San Diego,  

by Michael Homes

BECCLES

Yo Lee with a  

happy student

CLUB ZONE
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charity skydiving event here at Black Knights. This is in memory 

of his daughter Sian, who tragically took her own life. He is raising 

awareness and much-needed funding for mental health services  

for young people, and this event has already raised nearly £40,000!  

If you want to get involved or donate, please contact Pud. 

Sharon

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Will Pilling  WS1  Matt Brears, Steve Broadbent  

TR1  Graham Frazer, Connor Lynch, Brad Needham, 

Craig Oliver Walsh  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Chris Kimmet  200  Marc Speight  

300  Matt Brears, Steve Broadbent  800  Mark Lord  13 HOURS IN FREEFALL  

Mark Lord, Pud Waterhouse  24 HOURS IN FREEFALL  Dave Bloomfield 

BRIDLINGTON

BORN TO RUN
The past few months have been busy at Bridlington, with a lot 

of student progression taking place, tandem charity events and 

skydiving achievements for the regulars. We have facilitated three 

static line courses so far this year and the majority of those attending 

have now completed a few jumps. It is great that we are achieving 

some retention and progression in the static line system and we  

will continue to encourage these new jumpers. 

Two of our students have recently completed the London Marathon 

for their chosen charities. Mick Butterfield and Jamie Heselden 

showed outstanding form and both finished in really good time. Mick 

was running for a cause very close to his heart as his daughter was 

born with a liver that did not function. Little Ada is now four and an 

absolute superstar; she is soon due to run 1.5km herself to raise more 

money for the Children’s Liver Disease Foundation. The family have 

raised thousands of pounds over the past four years to support this 

charity, including Emma (mum) previously completing the London 

Marathon and Mick and Jamie stripping off in a Full Monty-style 

dance routine in front of many people at an organised event. 

We welcome back the wonderful John Hitchen, who can be found  

on DZ control most Fridays. It’s great to have John, Annette and 

Cassie back at Bridlington and the help is much appreciated. 

Skydive GB finally managed to complete a 7-way from 10,000ft. This 

may not sound like a great feat to those with turbines but, for a small 

aircraft that can only have a maximum of three in the door, this was 

good going. The ride to altitude was possibly the most uncomfortable 

ever and the base flew like a rather heavy anvil, but we managed it – 

much to our own surprise. Due to the size of the aircraft, we can never 

do an 8-way so I guess the next steps are to consider speed stars or 

start turning points. For now, we will just take it as a victory. 

During May, the majority of Skydive GB regulars and some Instructors 

deserted skydiving and attended the Army vs Navy rugby at 

Twickenham. This is becoming a pilgrimage for most and is organised 

under the strict regime of Paul Gibbs. The weekend is planned like 

a military operation and is without doubt one of the highlights of 

the calendar year. Mac McCormack managed to finally watch the 

complete rugby match without being asked to leave or ending up on a 

coach to Poole. For those that know him, this was an accomplishment.

Louise Aveyard and David Ruston have been working hard and 

preparing for their CSBI courses later this year. Skydive GB has  

not put forward any potential Instructors for some time, so this  

is a learning curve for all involved. They have recently completed  

their Canopy Handling Coach Ratings, so well done to both. 

Kurt Plaschke has been the superhero of the year so far. Kurt started 

his static line course about five years ago and finally completed it  

in April. Kurt has been from static line to freefall more times than  

I can remember due to long breaks between jumping, but he finally 

decided to nail it and progressed at a rapid rate. The last few months 

of coaching Kurt have been an absolute pleasure, topped off by an 

excellent qualifying jump. 

We had a Bank Holiday Hop and Pop event in April, which was a  

great day. The weather was kind to us and all jumpers managed  

to complete their allocated jumps. We also managed to squeeze  

in student static line jumping and the odd tandem between hop and 

pop lifts. The Hop and Pop events are very well accepted at Skydive 

GB and we had new jumpers from other areas attending too.

Sara Orton

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Matt Penney  JUMP NUMBERS  

200  Louise Aveyard 

CARK

ALL IN THE NAME
Easter was a scorcher and four days of full-tilt flying for our pilots 

and AY. With all flight tests completed, even Mr Hallam got in the 

front seat for a stint.

Geraldine headed up the masterchef barbecue classes while the spin 

drier drum was loaded with timber for the fire starters. The communal 

evening gatherings have grown from strength to strength and we all 

enjoy the food and conversational chit chat. Thanks to all who help 

and contribute. Oh, and Peter? Don’t take as many roasties next time…

Andrea Procter, our trainee manifester, had an amazing impact on the 

aircraft rostering compared to the grumpy dwarf who usually runs it. 

After the use of a few litres of Tipp-Ex, Andrea made a great weekend 

even better. Thanks for your commitment and hard work, and we like 

the manipester terminology.

The students who made the effort to get to the DZ despite exam 

revision and train disruptions had four great days of progression 

and all made numerous jumps. By Monday, even though the wind 

did increase over limits, most had spent up and secured lifts back 

home. Congratulations to Anna Ahlback and Hannah Dood-Vastiav on 

your first freefalls being textbook, and Hannah also made amazing 

BRIDLINGTON

Paul (Gibbo) Gibbs, 

by David Ruston

CARK

Star, by Duncan 

Haynes
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progress to complete the weekend on 15-second delays. Well done.

The CRW competition had four teams and Accuracy had two teams. 

There were no sterling results from the Accuracy, as only one round 

was completed due to everyone being busy in the jump programme. 

Brian scored 4cm, John 10cm and Stu 13cm.

The CRW teams fared a lot better under the demonic control of 

Davey McMinn, with all six rounds completed. Most teams had 

changed their regular partnerships to ensure all teams had similar 

discipline competency to even out the scoring. The winners of the 

Cark CRW Scrambles 2019 were The winners of the Cark CRW 

Scrambles 2019. Congratulations to Kevin and Andy on your CF1s 

and Dez on your CF2.

Following Lee Cain’s (Archie) trip to Spain for his AFF course,  

he has returned and luckily completed his last four consols  

and gained his A Licence. Well done for your long-standing 

perseverance and commitment to the sport. 

The same can be said for Loren Campbell, who gained her AFF 

qualification following a few traumatic months of bad weather. 

Congratulations on your achievement.

Stu Morris

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALLS  Anna Ahlback, Hannah 

Dood-Vastiav  AFF GRADUATE  Loren Campbell  

CAT8/CH1  Lee Cain  CF1  Andy Bate, Kevin Cassidy  FS1  Elliot Mavers  

JUMP NUMBERS  100  Patrick Low  900  Alex Hennis 

CHATTERIS

WHEN IN DOUBT, 
IMPROVISE
Our first barbecue of the year was a raging success, despite Jon 

deciding to go jumping instead of buying the food and finding out that 

the shops had sold out! Fortunately, with Jack’s around the corner, 

the evening was just about saved – although Graham would disagree 

after eating brown sauce sandwiches in protest. We’ve just had new 

burners installed on our barbecue and we’re looking forward to firing 

it up on every good weather weekend we get to put them to good use. 

Check out our Facebook page for details of upcoming events. 

Congratulations to Marius (Dex) on gaining his Tandem Instructor 

rating – it’s been amusing watching Dex do his first few jumps with 

tandem students who have no idea he’s just started! AJ recently 

visited the dropzone boasting about getting his C Licence, FS1 and 

TR1 all in one week but, once we realised he’d converted his foreign 

licence, it was a little less impressive. Congratulations AJ! And 

finally, congratulations to our recent FS students Sian and Svata who 

have been very dedicated to achieving FS1 – your hard work paid off. 

On a cloudy bank holiday weekend, our 4-way team Funtastic Five 

(Dave Wickes, Jill Owens, Blanaid O’Sullivan and Alison Peock, 

but minus regular cameraman Tony Labbadia) travelled north to 

Peterlee. The team were taking part in the first UKSL of the season 

and were given a warm welcome by the staff, fun jumpers and 

BPA reps. Sadly, Saturday was a write-off, so the team took the 

opportunity to have a bracing walk around the DZ to identify all the 

places not to land! Sunday, however, proved better than forecast, 

resulting in the team completing all six jumps in one day (aided by 

warming cups of tea) and ultimately winning the gold medal in the 

AA category. Many thanks to alternative cameraman Craig Hicks, 

who did an excellent job and kept everyone on track – although 

Tony’s soft toy collection, which usually features in the footage,  

was missed. The team also need to work on camera geeking skills,  

so we hope to improve on those for the next round at Sibson and  

also hope the weather is a little warmer by June!

As usual, don’t forget our loyalty scheme of £12 jump tickets after  

60 jumps at the DZ!

Sophie Barnwell

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Kim Marsh, Alex Pejik  CH2/JM1  

Michael Foulser  FS1  Sian Onn, Svata Danek  FF2  

Tony Kerry  CF1  Sam Barfoot, Avi Gidar, Alison Peock  CF2  Sean Healy, Alex 

Kean  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Michael Foulser  500  Sophie Barnwell  1,000  

Tony Labbadia, Blanaid O’Sullivan  3,000  Graham Ablett  17,000  Gary Small

DUNKESWELL

CHASING THE FUN 
AND EXPERIENCE
With so many things in the pipeline, it’s hard to keep track. 

However, they all have one thing in common: promoting fun 

experiences for club and visiting members alike that will give  

them memories forever. At the same time, we’re focussing on 

helping skydivers get more out of the sport, so we have invited 

some very experienced skydivers in all disciplines to coach and 

pass on their knowledge to shorten your learning curve. Keep  

an eye on the club Facebook page to see the dates of the 

progression days and other fun activity days that are coming up. 

The weather over the Easter weekend and bank holiday weekend 

in May was kind to us. Thirty-two skydivers took part in the night 

jump and most were doing their first night jump, so the expressions 

on people’s faces told a story as they prepared to step outside  

their comfort zones. The adrenaline was pumping hard and pupils 

were large. Everyone was buzzing afterwards as they expressed 

how much they enjoyed it. The visuals at night blew them away,  

so congratulations to all of them. Even the old school joined in 

doing a 2-way – rumour has it they will do an old-school night CF 

on their next jump. 

The helicopter jumps date is booked, and excitement is building as 

skydivers imagine climbing out on the skid rail and then hanging 

off it. Balloon jump dates are to be pencilled in. Visiting jumpers 

continue to be bowled over by our aircraft, and going from wheels 

up to 15,000ft in 10 minutes allows some skydivers to bang in 10 

jumps a day. 

Fraser Corsan and Dan Guest are close to their first XRW link-up 

over Dunkeswell. The Accuracy boys and girls are training hard  

and impressing the youngsters as they stomp the disc, while the 

skies are full of head down, flat-flyers, wingsuits and trackers –  

and that’s not forgetting our fledglings who are spreading their 

wings as they take up the sport. 

We would love nothing better than see our extended skydiving 

family join us, so bring your gear and laughter and join us.

Andy Guest

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Andrew Brieley, Dom Hirst, Isabel 

Ehmdie Espinosa  FS1  Hazel Jenkinson  CF2  

Mike Williams  WS1  Martin Cole, Matt Woodford  WS2  Jozef Bieszczad, 

Phil Greenland, Lee Jones  TR1  Scot Bevan, Mark Hay, Alan Snelling  TR3  

Leighton Cross  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Danny Sharp  200  Matt Woodford 

DUNKESWELL

Wingsuit rodeo 

flock, by Fraser 

Corsan

CLUB ZONE
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HEADCORN

BYE-BYE BERTIE
It is with a heavy heart that we have come to the end of an era 

and said goodbye to our stalwart Britten Norman Islander  

G-AXUB – ’Bertie’. 

We purchased it in 1981 and, during the 1980s, it was our primary 

aircraft. At that time, there were many centres around the country 

operating Islanders and it was considered to be large back then, 

carrying up to nine jumpers. With the march of the turbine engine, 

Islanders fell by the wayside and, by turn of the millennium, we  

were probably the last centre to be operating one. By then, it was  

our back-up aircraft.

It was the perfect aircraft for static line and was also used by many 

display teams throughout the south east. It got us and other centres 

out of trouble when our main aircraft went kaput. It served us well for 

40 years and we are pleased to say that it is going back home to its 

makers, Britten Norman. We hope that they are going to refurbish it  

so it can continue to fly on in another role.

In other news, we finally had a great start to the season over Easter. 

We did lots of club jumping and lots of progression, notably Christina 

and Tom finally getting their A Licences the hard way through the 

category system. 

Fleur was busy with FS students on all four days and the beer fridge 

was overflowing. Steve Powell got his tandem rating and had already 

racked up 27 tandems by the end of the Easter weekend, including  

one malfunction. We also welcomed Paul Dorward and Jack Bradford 

to help us out with AFF.

Meanwhile, Pete had sneaked off to Lodi in California for an Accuracy 

training camp and surprised himself by getting a bronze medal in  

their competition.

We have an Accuracy competition in June, a Scrambles competition 

in July, a big-way event in August and a Speed 6 competition in 

September to look forward to. Roll on summer!

Jane Hopkins

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Tom Garvin, Christina Judd, Shaun Stacey  

CH2/JM1  Peter Angell, Simon Roberts, Mark Sawyer  

FS1  Chris Farthing, Simon Roberts, Jay Rumford, Ricardo Salerno  TR1  Bejay 

Cutmore  TR2  James Farrell  JUMP NUMBERS  100  Cai Dale, Chris Farthing, 

Andy Saunders  200  Paul Green, Steve Joyce, Nathan Lewington  700  Geoff 

Cowell  900  Steve Powell  1,000  Craig Crosbie, Tony Lloyd

HIBALDSTOW

THE D-ISCO HAS 

STARTED…
This season is really starting to get busy and the Easter 

weekend was a major surprise to everyone thanks to amazing 

weather that saw us enjoy four days of continuous flying.  

It also saw our newly painted G92 D-ISCO take to the skies  

and this will be a regular feature for the rest of the season,  

along with our superfast Cessna Supervan.

So what’s been going on? We’ve had Cath Leather with FS 

Progression days and Ally Milne with his HU try-outs for the 

record attempt in May. Team Groomed with Jack and his 

gang have been coaching 8-way, Andy Godwin has been  

doing Freefly coaching and Eros started team training. 

Also in May, we had Lesley, Siân and Billy here for the first  

Skillz Skool event. Aimed at anyone who would like to get into  

big-ways, this was the perfect event. With seminars explaining  

the technical side of big-ways, the guys split into small groups  

and jumped throughout Sunday before their first formation  

load on Monday morning. This was a great success, achieving  

two points and almost making a third. Thank you to everyone  

who came and especially to Lesley, Siân and Billy for their 

awesome coaching. This event will be repeated again, so don’t 

miss out and don’t forget to register for the Big-way Camp in 

September with Milko, Siân and Lesley.

Looking ahead to June, we have plenty going on and some new 

events that we hope will cater for everyone. On June 15-16, we 

are hosting a BPA WS Coaching Roadshow – don’t forget, there is 

also the Wingsuit record with try-outs beforehand in September. 

On June 22-23, Joe Laming is organising Angle Flying, Team 

Groomed will be available for 8-way coaching and the SOS guys 

are holding a practice session for their record attempt.

Ally Milne also has his HU record attempt at the end of May  

and will be Load Organising during the first weekend of June.  

For those who have been to his try-outs, we wish you every 

success for the record attempt.

As always, we have FS coaching/organising with regulars Cath, 

Kat, Corrie, Taf, Jack and Sam and Andy Godwin and Team Nova 

are available for freefly coaching every weekend.

For any teams who are looking to come and train with us  

before the Nationals, please remember to check in with us  

at teams@skydiving.co.uk and tell us your plan. With a  

Dornier available, it’s the perfect way to train from the  

Nationals aircraft and our team rates are great.

Ash Kemp

ACHIEVEMENTS
FS1  Amy Perry, Andrew Potts  WS2  

David Cunningham  TR1  Kevin Ainley  

JUMP NUMBERS  100  Simon Beck  500  Wendy Pugh  500  Chris Scott  

600  Chris Everitt  1,000  Catherine Leather

HEADCORN

David Parker with 

Bertie the Islander, 

by Jane Hopkins

HIBALDSTOW

By Brad Dimmock
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JERSEY

BACK IN ACTION
The main action over the last period was during the long Easter 

weekend, with perfect conditions and a visiting aircraft while our 

Cessna was getting its annual TLC. G-SCOL provided the altitude  

over the four days and our faithful pilot Brian Heath got himself  

rated on the borrowed Airvan – big thanks to Brian for dedicating  

so much time to being our aerial chauffeur. The extra couple of  

slots allowed some bigger fun jumps, so there was the rare sight  

of seven people in freefall together over Jersey and more happy 

jumpers to celebrate with beers on the beach after the sunset loads. 

The Cessna should be back soon as the season hots up and we’ve 

got two boogies to look forward to this year! We’d love to see some 

visiting jumpers, so get in touch if you’d like to join us for either July 

22-25 or August 19-22. A Cessna Caravan is also joining us from 

France. There was also a week of jumping at the start of May thanks 

to the extra bank holiday on May 9 to celebrate the liberation of  

Jersey after the Second World War. 

With the Jersey Beans’ success in the Rookie category of 4-way FS 

last year, a slightly revised team – Jersey Beans Mark 2 – has started 

training for the new season in the A category. With several tunnel  

trips over the winter months and their first sky camp in the Algarve 

in April, we wish our team luck at this year’s competition. Let’s hope 

there are more medals to come.

Nigel O’Brien

ACHIEVEMENTS
 FF2  Alun Griffiths  THREE HOURS IN FREEFALL  

Shayne Lightfoot 

NETHERAVON

REACH FOR THE SKY
April has been full of surprises – cold and damp on some days and 

then the glorious weekend that was Easter with clear blue skies, 

warm sunshine and minimum wind. It was a skydiver’s dream! 

The DZ was full of tandem jumping, students doing their first solo 

jumps and some amazing wingsuit flocks. Team that with our 

experienced club jumpers and the weekend was one of colourful 

parachutes and some great jumping!

An Easter Bunny Scrambles and a BPA Roadshow for FS Coaches 

proved popular and it was great to see some of our new skydivers 

gaining their licences. Catherine Bayada, daughter of Chief Instructor 

Mark, joined her brother and father in becoming a fully qualified 

skydiver and one of the youngest to get her A Licence. 

We even had a nostalgic visit from 88-year-old Andrew Dowding and 

his family. Andrew is the nephew of wartime hero Air Chief Marshal 

Sir Hugh Dowding GCB GCVO CMG, who was at Netheravon during 

both World Wars. 

Julie Cooper

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8  George MacMullen, Emmett McKeown  

CAT8/CH1  Catherine Bayada  CH2/JM1  

Hannah Williams  FS1  Catherine Bayada, Jason Lee Bradley, Mickael 

Bryssens, Rachael Hutchinson, Hannah Williams  FF1  John Burns, 

Jeremy Millward  FF2  Iain Grant  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Hannah Williams  

200  Marc Gurman  600  Jeremy Millward  1,000  Stephen Handley 

PETERLEE

KEEPING A  

WEATHER EYE
March did not give us the best weather. The BCPA Mad March 

Weekend on March 16-17 was postponed, but we had some decent 

weather on the weekend of March 23-24 to complete the Ian Hall 

Memorial 3-way Scrambles Trophy. It was great to see Eric Hall 

come in to present the winning team with their award. Well done to 

Team Skyforce (James Perry, Dan Place and Sam Bainbridge).

Glorious weather coincided with the Easter weekend. We managed 

to jump on six consecutive days and there were 707 jumps from 

our aircraft over the weekend. There was some great progression, 

including a first freefall by Tsz Ming Foo and AFF Level 8s for Paul 

McCabe, Luke Rylance and Daniel Harrison. We also completed 

the BPA Accuracy Grand Prix over the same weekend, with Les 

Carroll winning the Senior title, second place going to Richard 

Bissett and third place going to Tony Simpson. David Houghton took 

Intermediate gold and Darren Strafford took Novice gold despite 

using his JFX 96. It was great to have Tim Andrewes with us as 

Accuracy Meet Director and, with him, ex-national team member 

Katherine Andrewes who presented the prizes. Thanks to Chief 

Judge Roger Flavell, to Judges Bob King and Jimmy Frith, to Andy 

Houston for providing the pad and scoring system and to Bill Rule 

for allowing us to use his pad on the practice day. To cap it all, Trev 

Dobson called in to see all those honouring us with their presence. 

Sadly, the last weekend of April saw mixed fortunes again and adverse 

weather caused the postponement of the Caitlin Jade Smith Memorial 

8-way. This will now take place on June 1. However, despite a late 

start due to cloud on the last Sunday of April, 157 jumps were still 

completed and all who attended and wanted to, whether SL, FF,  

AFF, Tandem and licenced, managing to jump. Also, it was great  

to see Andy London back after a long layoff and Owen Burbridge  

is back jumping with us after moving back to the north east. 

Meet one of the UKSL 4-way FS was held on the first weekend 

in May. There was a slow start due to wet and windy weather 

on Saturday, but the teams completed all six rounds on Sunday. 

Congratulations to Funtastic 5, who won the gold medal in the 

AA category. Well done also to Volt4ge, who also took a gold. 

Congratulations to all the teams who took part.

North Wings, under Jared Morris, have also been getting their 

pre-display season preparations in by jumping a selection of  

flags of differing sizes and with smoke.

We were sorry to hear of the loss of Jerry Greeves, who  

occasionally called in to Peterlee when returning to see his  

much-loved Newcastle Utd. He also brought with him,  

among others, the BLESMA Trans4mers. Our condolences 

go to Rachel and their family.

Lisa Stephenson and Simon Minto

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Tsz Ming Foo  CAT8  

Daniel Harrison, Paul McCabe, Luke Rylance  

FF1  Dan Place  JUMP NUMBERS  200  Samantha Bainbridge, David Picton  

1,000  Connor Johnson 

 Catherine 
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Licence 
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POPS/SOS

CALLING ALL SOS 

SKYDIVERS
This year’s SOS Record event will be held at Hibaldstow on 

July 27-28 with a warm-up weekend event on June 22-23.  

Ron Wands and Chris Shaw are running this event and will join  

another 20 or more SOS skydivers who hope to create some  

new SOS Records. If you would like to register for this event,  

please confirm your interest using the POPS email address 

(parachutistsoverphortyuk@gmail.com) or contact Ron/Chris via 

Facebook. Just as a reminder, you must be UK POPS and UK SOS 

registered to officially take part in record attempts. Please do this in 

advance of events – this will reduce the paperwork. Good luck to all 

UK POPS/SOS members taking part in events over the summer.

Polly Chandler  

UK Top POP/SOS 

READING

GREAT BALLS  

OF FIRE…
As you may already know, London Parachute School is a 

predominantly outdoor operation. Our gazebo village set-up for 

packing areas and open spectator area don’t leave much room for 

shelter if we get rain and wind, so we tend to make a ‘weather call’  

the night before we operate and this is advertised on our social media 

pages. Sadly, as you know, we’ve had a bit of inclement weather to 

cope with since the start of our season at the beginning of March.

That didn’t stop Martin Harris laying on an entire day for clubbies 

only on Easter Sunday, for which we are all most grateful. Nil winds 

and blue skies saw plenty of progression for our club jumpers and 

students, potential AFF Instructors getting beat up training from  

Steve Saunders, Paul Floyd offering FS coaching and dishing out  

and FS1 stickers for Hannah Ritchie and Tom Levin, and 4-ways  

with Becky Hill and Chris Stone. Stef Inge did a ‘nothing to see here’ 

2-way with Ahmed Ismail for his 300th and, in the Algarve, Michael 

Hughes notched up 100 jumps.

Under the category of SKYGOD, Chris Stone got his 1,000th jump  

at San Diego DZ AND achieved god-like status with his TI rating –  

a huge well done Chris. I think he was more excited about the visit  

to the bar in San Diego where that Top Gun scene was filmed with 

the piano. Goodness gracious, great balls of fire!

Dorian Harwood is the happiest cameraflyer on the planet and his 

gratitude each weekend with his ‘thank you’ round-up and photos just 

brings a happy tear to our eyes every time.

After a year on probation at Dunkeswell, Mikey Lovemore reckons 

he’s doing okay there so he’s officially handed his notice in with Tim 

Lawson. Now he just has to work his five-year LPS camera notice 

period and then he’s leaving.

In case it escaped your attention, Martin has pressure-washed  

the DZ. We just had to mention that in case you missed his  

updates and pictures… 

Situation normal – #markclayton is still awesome.

Annie Lewis

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Martin Bishop  CH2/JM1  

Mickael Bryssens  FS1  Tom Levin, 

Hannah Ritchie  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Mickael Bryssens  

100  Michael Hughes  300  Stef Inge  1,000  Chris Stone

SIBSON

BOOGIE ON UP
Quick flashback to March when Florine went training,

Well done to you mate, earning your TI rating,

You thank UKP, Chris McCann and Mark Harris as well,

Also thanks Kyle, as a tandem you’re swell.

World Challenge took place with teams from worldwide,

Sibson clubbies competed, tunnel flying with pride,

Well done to you all, congrats on your places, 

Enjoyment all round and many happy faces.

Now hello summer, you were early this year,

Just in time for much jumping and ice cold beer,

Great to have back the warmth and the sun,

An awesome week for us and for Boogie 1.

Sibson was buzzing with every load filled,

Jumps planned expertly by those most skilled,

With two planes flying to speed up the fun,

Could not have been better for Boogie 1.

Wingsuits, formations and freeflying galore,

Five days of jumping but still wanting more,

The party went off, with beers and J-bombs,

Despite DZ clashing of Boogie 1s.

The students were out in their full awesome force,

The skills of their tutors, all would endorse,

Completing A Licences and FS1s too,

Progress made faster as confidence grew.

Lynne jumped her 200th and with that gained her C,

Andy and Ronnie’s FF1s brought them glee,

Hannah’s main lost for a day and a night,

Returned by a mountain, to much joy and delight.

Andreas hit 500 and the sparks were flying,

Smoke filling the sky while all head down carving,

Colourful tubes, seen often piercing the blue,

And flocks of wingsuits and trackers being cool as f**k too.

READING

4-way over London 

Parachute School, 

by Roger Davis

SIBSON

All smiles from  

Kyle as he helps 

Florine on his way  

to his TI rating,  

by Sion Roberts
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It’s now time to endure the return back to spring,

Hoping calm skies is what the weather will bring,

We’ll be looking towards the true summer proper,

Excited for Boogie 2... along with a chopper!

Be here for the heli, to miss this is a crime,

Sibson’s the place and July is the time,

25th and 26th, hurry up, book your date,

It’s one not to miss, you’re #KeepingSibsonGreat!

Russ Horne

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Mark Formby, Julian Kaye, Will Nicholls  

FS1  Jedrzej Kufel  FF1  Andy Clements, Ronnie 

Shalom  TR1  Chris Fagg  JUMP NUMBERS  200  Lynne Upfield  500  Mark 

Fleming  700  Kyle Skoyles  800  Lukasz Baluczynski  1,000  Boris Grozev

SWANSEA

HOT, COLD, UP, DOWN
The weather gods have finally decided to smile on us in Swansea 

after having endured the worst winter period since opening in 2006! 

We say goodbye to Tanya and Ricky, who are off to pastures new – 

hope it all works for you. A big well done goes to Amanda Hewitt  

and Laura O’Sullivan, who have both joined the packing team. 

The 15,000ft lifts are a regular thing each weekend and they are 

proving to be very popular for club jumpers and tandem skydivers.  

The Easter weekend was amazing, with plenty of lifts completed  

over the four days. The May Bank Holiday was the same, but the 

difference in temperature between the two was staggering and  

many people were seeking glove liners and neck warmers for their 

second jumps... in May! We’re also grateful to Dilys Price OBE, 

who took advantage of the higher altitude and brought a Canadian 

advertising company over to film her doing a tandem skydive on  

her 1,141st jump. Thank you, Dilys – you’re a true inspiration!

We’re looking forward to the year ahead and, like Dilys, we welcome 

all who want to experience 15,000ft and take in the stunning views 

over the Gower Peninsula. 

Thanks for your support, everyone. 

Carl Williams

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Ali Lari  CH2/JM1  Damian Muszal  

FS1  James Feigl  JUMP NUMBERS  

50  Damian Muszal  200  Antony Rabey  600  Matt Oakley 

SWINDON

THE COUNTDOWN 
BEGINS…
Well, there is no sugar coating this and no wrapping it up in cotton 

wool. As many of you will have already heard, Redlands has been given 

its marching orders and will shut up shop in September. The powers 

that be have finally stopped arguing over which trees to save and which 

to build roads over and a large housing development that has been in 

the planning for many years will be built on our beloved airfield. 

While this is sad news indeed, we are not the folks to wallow. We are 

open for business as usual until September and making sure we enjoy 

every jump of it. We are counting down the days (literally on the wall!) 

and packing in as much as we can. 

We have been AFF-tastic in the last few weeks, with lots of students 

taking to the skies for the first time, and our first static line courses are 

up and running. Congratulations to Hamish and Sandra, our latest AFF 

graduates, and to category system students Noah, Alex and Richard who 

all have shiny new A Licences just in time to enjoy the summer sunshine. 

Over Easter, we have hosted training days for the Army, Air Force  

and Navy display teams and were treated to canopy formations,  

flags and smoke trails above our landing area. It was great to see  

the aircraft being kept busy and a buzz about the place mid-week. 

Congratulations to Emma Tipton and Adam Duncan on their marriage 

and thanks for the invite to the wedding party (take note, Mandy and 

Pat!). We showed up in true skydiver style and, via the bar, ate all the 

food, stole the table wine and defaced the guest book. And there was 

me wondering why we weren’t in the photos…

We have our fingers crossed for a sizzler of a summer so, if you haven’t 

been to the DZ for a while, now is the time to come and say hi and get 

your knees in the breeze. Never been to Redlands? Now is your chance! 

And if you want to pay in Bitcoin, that will help Brucie’s retirement fund. 

While some would see it as a six-months notice to vacate, we are seeing 

it more as a six-months notice for one hell of a party! 

Jenny Bouquet

ACHIEVEMENTS
CAT8/CH1  Noah Brown, Alex Johnson, Hamish 

Roberton, Richard Sharkey, Sandra Thompson-Smith  

FF2  Ian Gerrish  JUMP NUMBERS  200  Bud Flint, Wendy Smith  400  Pat Holmes 

TILSTOCK

HULA HOOPS, 
PERSEVERANCE AND 
CLENCHED BUTTOCKS
What do you think the second half of the following statement is? 

The weather is controlled by:

a) A maniacal deity with a sadistic sense of humour

b) Totally random chance

c) Someone who doesn’t like us

d) It’s beyond the comprehension of mere mortals

CLUB ZONE

SWINDON

Lou Rigby, by Jenny

SWANSEA

Scenic tandem,  

by Sara Heath
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Just as things start to hot up (literally), it goes all odd on us again!

Among the fun in the sun – while it lasted – was some old-fashioned 

hula-hooping with our new TI Laura. It turns out she has her very  

own upmarket hula hoop and many people had fun having a go, 

including several who should have known better. We’re not sure if  

this gave rise to the idea, but some more determined types wanted  

to have a go in the air. Up went Eddie with our airborne hoop and  

away went the merry band. Successful hoopers included our  

Gareth – good effort, sir! An even better effort was made by Eddie, 

who managed to bring it back successfully.

Never mind the weather that came next though, this is skydiving and 

we just get on with it…

One thing you can always do when the weather is rubbish is enjoy  

the café, which I think is among the very best and that it puts some  

of the much larger DZs to shame. Suzie in manifest has found a  

new way of keeping the family together. Some mothers used to  

send their daughters into the factories to work, but Suzie sent  

hers into the café so we welcome Mia to the fold and hope she  

can follow her mother into the air sometime soon and join the  

growing band of current club members whose children have also 

taken the plunge. Or should that be plummet?

Our students have been jolly well getting on with it, with some great 

progression going on among the keen boys and girls. This has been 

giving rise to some excellent results of late, and good retention  

from those attending first jump courses. After our April course, the 

weather wasn’t up to much and the students didn’t get to jump, but 

two came back at Easter and managed to get on a lift with one of 

their fathers who was doing a tandem – that was a very happy family 

landing. The May course weather was equally disappointing for 

students (it was a bank holiday, after all) but three came back on  

the Bank Holiday Monday and persevered with some windy weather 

until it dropped sufficiently towards the end of the day for all three  

to get their first jump in (and a second jump for one of them).

One lucky just ex-student must have been doing something very  

right because, almost as soon as she had her shiny new A Licence,  

she went off on holiday to the Algarve, not too far from a certain 

warm and sunny dropzone, where she went and obtained her FS1 

as well – that’s a pretty good holiday! Well done Lisa, and all you 

students out there should take note at the fun you can have once  

you get your A Licences! Persevere and reap the rewards.

A number of other ‘firsts’ have been achieved and the beer fridge  

is very grateful for these, including young Stuart’s first tandem 

cutaway. I have to say, I can’t imagine the level of buttock clenching 

that induces, but he carried it off very well with the student and  

both of them returned home from the experience safe and sound.

It’s slightly off topic, but there’s also been a cracking ‘first’ from our 

ever-helpful dropzone gofer, Ben Gilmore. He has been busy with  

the Air Cadets and was awarded a flying scholarship. There is very 

strong competition for these, so it was a great joy that he succeeded. 

This then led to him making his first solo powered flight and then, 

to round it off, he finally got to have a tandem with his dad, Chris 

Gilmore. Our Ben was a very happy chap and rightly so. We suspect 

the lad is destined for a higher calling.

The new dropzone improvements are paying off. Thrifty Thursdays 

are well worth a trip over because they are seriously cheap and the 

whole outfit is working very smoothly at present, so we are eagerly 

looking forward to our Rainbow Boogie (due to production deadlines, 

this article was submitted before the boogie took place but printed 

afterwards). Look out for the report in the next edition of the Mag.

Keep smiling and don’t let the weather get you down – whatever it 

does next.

Gary Windon

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Steve Bridger, Steve Nelson  

CAT8/CH1  Lisa Ball, Julie Murray, Suzie Whitehurst  

FS1  Lisa Ball  JUMP NUMBERS  50  Lisa Ball, Marta Hovan, Suzie Whitehurst  

600  Dave Titcombe  1,500  Jim Coope

WILD GEESE

LUCK OF THE DRAW
Despite the usual unpredictability of Northern Ireland’s weather, 

we’ve been hard at work exploiting whatever suitable days we’ve  

been lucky to be blessed with. Successful charity groups have been 

delighted with their ‘big day’, and hopefully we can continue to fulfil 

many more dreams for many more people.

A recent trip to Skydive Algarve by some of our members was 

productive for some and not so productive for others as the early 

spring climate delivered its usual challenges. Graham Wallace,  

Neal Fitzpatrick and John Cunningham managed to get only a  

handful of jumps, while some of the others could only stay on  

the ground and dream. Next time, fellas! 

Good news! We have finally managed to resurrect the display team 

after a four-year hiatus. Training and preparation has been fervent 

under the tutelage of CI Andy Clark and it has been very encouraging 

to see the levels of interest from club members across the board.  

As well as those qualifying for the actual parachuting side of things,  

it is great to see so many who still want to get involved with the 

ground crew. Local interest in the team never waned during our  

time out and is still very enthusiastic, with several displays having 

already been booked upon the news of our availability. 

Club training has been ongoing, as you would expect. Static line 

courses have been well attended, especially by our Queen’s University 

students. This has resulted in our most recent CSBI – Rafal Kacprzyk 

– being kept gainfully employed. Hopefully, if we can get a sustained 

period of decent weather, Rafal and our category students can 

continue to make some welcome progress.

Keeping it in the family, Robby Smith completed his first freefall and 

has continued the family tradition. His dad, Gary Smith, completed 

his first jump at the Geese way back in 1984 and later became an 

Instructor at the centre. His mum Susie was also a regular jumper.

The May Bank holiday weekend is always a poignant time as skydivers 

old and new use the occasion to remember absent friends.

All that is left for us is to keep an eye on the weather forecast and 

make the most of whatever Mother Nature delivers. If you’re planning 

a wee trip to Northern Ireland, please call in – we are always glad to 

see visiting skydivers and we’d love to see you.

So, until next time, blue skies, soft landings and, if you have to swoop, 

stay safe!

The Rep Team

ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRST FREEFALL  Robby Smith  

JUMP NUMBERS  500  Matt Alderdice

TILSTOCK

Ben Gilmore’s 

tandem with his dad 

Chris, by Dave Major

WILD GEESE

Robby Smith after 

completing his first 

freefall descent. 

Photo courtesy  

of Susie Smith,  

his mother
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More info, facilities and accommodation on:

5 Weeks Standard Delivery 
Check Website for current lead time

From Beginner to Expert.

Formations to Freestyle.

We got you covered!

Find your best fit:

verticalsuits.com/best-fit



Organising a big event?
Do you have 

airplane problems?

Available for short-term lease

Ordering online is fast and easy!  www.bevsuit.com

8398 Lyon Valley Road, New Tripoli PA 18066 USA

Phone/Fax 610-285-6994



ultimate Soundears 
Custom �t Earphones and 

Earplugs for Skydiving

www.ultimateear.com 
01689 876 885

“Competing in ‘freestyle to 
music’ at Wind Games 2019.
Good headphones, that stay 
in, are essential. So is hearing 

protection. Big thanks to 
ultimate. Great product 
and ‘ultimate’ service 

experience.” Emily King

“Love mine, wear them 
all the time jumping 

and in the tunnel.
Much slimmer pro�le 
than other brands,  

so less intrusive and  
more comfortable.” 

Emma Reynolds



Skydiving &

Sport Scuba Diving Medicals

Dr Margaret Clamp

MC Occupational Health

The Corner House

Rectory Road, Colwick

Nottingham NG4 2DU.

Mobile: 0780 2850084

Email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

for advanced bookings

£55



82     June 2019

J U N E

June 8-9

FS  BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 2
Location: Sibson • skydivesibson.co.uk

June 8-9

S&A BPA Grand Prix in 
Accuracy Meet 2
Location: Headcorn • headcorn.com

June 10-14

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers) 
Location: Sibson • bpa.org.uk

June 11

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

June 15-16

CF  BPA Grand Prix in CF Meet 1
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

June 15-16

WS  BPA Wingsuit Roadshow
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

June 22-23

FS  BPA FS Coaching Roadshow  
Location: Cark • skydivenorthwest.co.uk

J U L Y
 

July 1-4 

WS  BPA National Championship 
in Wingsuit Performance and 
Acrobatics and BPA Tracking 
Suit Nationals 
Location: Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell 

July 1-5

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem, 
AFF and Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Langar • bpa.org.uk

July 6-7

FS  BPA UKSL 4-way Meet 3
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July 6-7 

      VFS Intermediate competition
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July 13-14

CF  BPA Grand Prix in CF Meet 2
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

July 13-14

      BPA VFS Roadshow with Omni
Location: Netheravon

July 20-21

FS  BPA FS Coaching Roadshow  
Location: Langar • skydivelangar.co.uk

July 25

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

July 25-26

CP  BPA CP Roadshow with 
Martin Reynolds
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

July 29-August 2

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

A U G U S T

August 3-4 

A  S  S&A BPA National 
Championships in Artistics, 
Speed and Accuracy
Location: Dunkeswell • skydive99.com

August 5-9

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSI/Tandem, AFF and  
Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Headcorn • bpa.org.uk

August 6

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

August 13-15 

S  Speed Skydiving World Cup 
and European Championships 
Location: Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell

August 14-18 

CP  BPA National Championship 
in Canopy Piloting
Location: Klatovy, Czech Republic

August 17-20

CF  10th FAI World Cup of 
Canopy Formation and  
Eighth FAI European Canopy 
Formation Championships
Location: Strejnic, Romania

August 23-30

WS  World Cup of Wingsuit Flying 
Location: Ravenna, Italy

August 24-27

FS  BPA National Championships 
in FS 4-way and VFS
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

August 31-September 2

FS  BPA National 
Championships in FS 8-way
Location: Hibaldstow • skydiving.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R

September 2-6

BPA  Instructor Course (Tandem/
AFF/Pre-Adv/Observers)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

September 8-10

CF  BPA National Championship 
in Canopy Formation
Location: Skydive Buzz, Dunkeswell

September 14-15

      BPA VFS Roadshow with Omni
Location: Peterlee

September 19

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

September 19-21

FS  ESL
Location: Skydive Spa, Belgium

O C T O B E R

October 1

BPA  BPA Council Meeting
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

October 7-12

A  FS  13th FAI World Cup 
of Artistic Events and  
22nd FAI World Cup of 
Formation Skydiving
Location: Eloy, Arizona, USA

N O V E M B E R

November 11-15

BPA  Instructor Course 
(CSBI/AFFBI/TBI/Advanced)
Location: Hibaldstow • bpa.org.uk

November 14

BPA  STC and Riggers’ Meetings
Location: BPA HQ, Leicester • bpa.org.uk

EVENTS ZONE
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